





OB, 



♦ * 

iflkreigii o. Caralriia. 


WITH VIEV 


SOUTHERN liAWS, LTFR 


riuSPITALTTr. 


BY, 

Y. C. ADAM: 

WBITTEN IN CiUULESTOX, SOUTH C/XBOLIKA. 


LONDON : 

CLAEKE, BEE'L'ON, & CO., 1 - 18 , FLEET STEEET. 
WASillNGTONgp. c.: BUELL & BLANCHARD. 
PHTTADELPlIfA : WILLIS P. HAZZARD. 



^ iff. V » 


«Jii.iSBuav BFfTrtv av,. ^‘^^^J>ox: 



Intiobucfioir. 


We t:ikc ii}) our |)c*u to 
tlie (iftcot of slavery : .*• 
towai’d tlie South, foi' 
journals rluriiii;; the aj^it 


•uin’ath^e illustratuig 
with uo ill-feclii»g 
‘JuIuoUmI her leading; 
her most important 


(piestions, associated otlierwiv^ hi he** public affairs, 
and been raised and edu xii the spirit of her 
institutions, ljut with a V Jwledffo that slavery 
vitiates public sciitinieut, obsti’ucts tin* process of law, 
and defi’auds justice—th>^ we traced through its 
varied a^'cuucs. In none were vve so strikingly con- 

s 

vineed of this fact as in witnessing the effect of a law 
rmade to arm fear and punish innocent men : we mean 
i&iat law claiming ti right to imprison foreif/n seamen 
/because thcj»are coloured. It may seem strange to 
jljiu: readers in the Ncav England States, not acquainted 
with the merits of the law, that an innocent man 
, should bo manacled at noon-day and dragged to a 
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prison because be is colc^ircd; but it jvill seem still 
more strange to Englishmen that such an exhibition 
should be performed upon a citii.cn of their countiy. 
Wc witnessed this barbarous spectacle carried out 
upon the person whos^' ^Jimc forms a portion of the 
title of our Ajiprk; and Wicu pained feelings take up 
ouj^pen to expose it‘ 'udacity, hoping that our 
Southern friends wi^ by our hints, and root 

out the evils that .. lh(’ir own downfall. 

VV() know Southern no South—we have its 

welfare at heart: vet wc c lot remain silent while 

4 ^ 

such outrages are c ^d before our eyes. 

The question of ii ining foreign seamen in 

* 

certain ports of the Slai^ States has been discussed 
by several of our leading jounials, and also ])y tlui 
London Times and Globe; but they have discussed it, 
inci’ely as an abstract question, without alluding to 
the suffering inffiated upon the victims. With *kll 
due deference to the opinions of the London Times • 
on slavery and its attendants, we cannot forbear to 
say that* a little more knowledge of its practical 
w'orkings would serve a good purpose, and save the 
exhibition of its want. In the case of Pereira, how¬ 
ever, it has manifested a worthy defence of English 
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rights Against American slavery—a dcifcncc Mliicli it 
would have done credit to the Ne w York Journal of 
Commerce to imitate^ on behalf of the Northern 
States. 

If imprisoning a shipwrecked sailor, and making it 

a penal offence for a frceAiaii corac within the 

limits of a Republican State, whether voluntary or 

involuntaiy, be ’not the • if slavery and its 

wrongs, AFC Avill ask its 's to enlighten us 

* 

further upon the subj luth Ciu’olina it is 

looked upon as common tcad of barbarous; 

and may be accounted fo oy the fact that the poAver 
of a minority created in lequircs barbarous 

expedients to preserve itseli, uid Avrong becomes au 
liabitiial sentiment Avhich usage makes right. "Wc 

k 

shall discuss tlie abstract^ righ'as a question of laAA', 

w 

but narrate the sufferings of those who endure the 
Avrong and injustice. 

When Avc arc called upon to support laws founded 
in domestic fear, that infiinge upon the rights of 
foreign citizens, and arc made subservient to A’arious 
grades of mendacity, it becomes our duty to localise 
the stigma, and point out the odium Avliich attaches 
to the State that enacts them. 
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Though the tiisk a delicate one for us,\”e shall 

^ r • 

show that law is a mc^i’e instrument of favour and not 
|)rin(!iple, and that justice ha^h no reign in the Slave 
States, and especially thosc^ ol' a central locality ; that 
f/ peculiar mstitution absorbs public spirit, and takes 
precedence of c' thing; that its protection has 

become the mered elonKuit of legislative and pri\'atc 

. . . 

action; and that fr ussion is viewed as ominous, 

and proclaimed a}> But we speak for those 

who owe no allegi o delicate institution— 

citizens to JCll int# .withstanding their dark 

skins) of the countries tv. \\ hieh they severally be- 

long—peaceable p.. ' lursning their avocations to 

y . . . . 

provide a maiiitcnancv jr their families, and entitled 
to the same protective rights claimed by more fortu- 
natc citizens of sue’ countries. In doing this, we 
shall draw our scenes from actual occairrences, and, at 
the same time, gi>'e a practical illustration of tlie^: im¬ 
prisonment of English, French, and American seamen 

. * * 

in South Carolina. When we liavc done this, we shall 
iisk those who speculate in the abstract science of state 
sovereifjnty to reflect upon the issue of that lamentable 
injustice which iuilicts punishment upon innocent per¬ 
sons, and whether it is not incumbent upon the Federal 
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Govcj'nment to add a clause to the instructions to the 
commander of the expedition now fitting out for the 
purpose of seeking redress from the Government of 
Japan, that it shall iii'st clear the stigma fi’om ports 
in tlio federal domain ! 

We prefer to be })lain, and we know our Southern 
friends will not acensc us of r ‘ mstrucition; for we 
liave their errors in view ai* ntercsts at heart, 

as well as the causij of .which we shall 

strive to promote in spit who seek to per¬ 

petuate slavery, and bring contact with the rights 
of others. South ('Jarolina ir ‘ * tmodol her codii 
before she can assert a poi .iiknown to law, or 
trample upon the obligations of treaty, or eiitbrci; nulli¬ 
fication of individual rights. 

F. C. ADAMS. 


Charleston^ South Carolina, 
July 17 , 1852 . 
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CHAPTEB T. , 

THE UNLU' P. 

The British brig Janson, Piaster, laden with 

sugar, pimento, &c. &c., left t, Janxaica, in the 

early part of March, in the 1852, bound for Glas¬ 

gow. The skipper, who was a genuine son of the “ Land 
o’ Cakes,” concluded to take the inside passage, and run 
through the gulf. This might have been questioned by 
seamen better acquainted with the windward jiassage; 
but as every Scotchman likes to have his own way, the 
advice of the first officer—lyi expfuienced salt in the 
West India waters—went to leeward. On rounding 
• Cape Antoine, it was evident that a strong blow was 
approaching. The clouds hung their dark curtains in 
threatening blackness; and, as the sharp flashes of light¬ 
ning inflamed the gloomy scene, the little bark seemed 
like a speck upon the bosom of the sea. It was the first 
mate’s watch on deck. The wind, then blowing firom the 
W.S.W., began to increase and veer into the westward \ 
from whence it suddenly chopped into the northward. 
The mate paced the quarter, wrapped in his fearnought 
jacket, and at every turn giving a glance aloft, then look- 






2 


ilANUEL PEREIRA. 


ing at the compass, bipd again to t}^ man at the wheel, 
as if he had an instiijOT of what was coming. 

He was a fearless navigator^ yet, like many others who 
had yielded to the force of hal^it, was deeply imbued with 
that prevalent superstition so common to sailors, which 
regards a particular ship as unlucky. Imagine an old- 
fashioned boatswain, with north-countiy features strongly 
/narked, a weather-beaten feoe, and a painted south-wester 
on his head, and you have the Mister Mate of the old 
brig Janaon. 

“Keep her fu l'i>arty. We must take in our 

light sails and g ‘her tack soon. If we don't 

catch it before dai iniss my calculation. She’s 

an nnlucky*old erf *1 sailed in; and if the skip])er 

ain’t mighty careM, hc'li ^fever get her across. I’ve sworn 
against sailing in her several times; but if I get across in 
her tliis time, I’ll bid her good-bye; and if the ownei*s don’t 
give me a new craft, they may get somebody else. We’!**' 
just as sure to have bad luck as if we had cats and parsons 
aboard.” 

Thus saying, he de.scei^dcd the companion-way, and 
reported the appearance of the weather to the skipper, 
who arose quickly, and, consulting his barometer, foim<r 
it had Mien to^ near the lowest scale. After inquiring 
the quarter of the wind, and how she headed, what sail 
she was carrying, and the probable distance ^from the 
Cape, he gave orders to call all hands to take in the to{>- 
gaUant-aails, double reef the fore, and single reef the main- 
top-saih^ and stow the liying-jib—dressed himself, and 
came on deck. Just as he put hss head above the fdide 
of the companion, and stopped for a minute, with his 
hands resting upon rthe sides, a vivid flash of lightning 
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hung its festoons of fire around tb') rigging, giving ^ the 
appearance of a cl&.iiL of livid flanie. 

“Well catch the butt-end of a gulf-sneezer soon. Tell 
the boys to bear a hand vrith them sails. We must get 
her snug, and stand by to lay her under a double-reeled 
maintop-sail and jib, with her head to the northward and 
eastward. ^We may make a clear drift—chance if it lasts 
long,” said Skipper Thom|>son, as he stood surveying the; 
horizon and his craft. Scarcely had he given the orders 
before the storm burst upon them with all its fury. Its 
suddenness can only be apprecia1l^;^y those who have- 
sailed in the West India p^ages^' where the sudden 
shocks of the short-chopping sea acts with a tremendous 
strain upon the hull of a hfifV)|j^ladeu vessel. Tlie 
captain ran to the windward gangway, hurrying his 
men in the discharge of their duty, and giving another 
order to clew up the coursers and foretop-sail. Just hs 
the men had executed the first, and were about to pull 
on the clew-lines of the latter, a sudden gust took effect 
upon the bag of the sail, and carried it clean from the 
bolt-ropes. The halyards were lowered and the yards 
properly braced up, while the Jansim was brought-to 
under the canvas we have before desoribed. In a few 
, minutes more the wind had increased iK) a gale, and, as 
the sailors say, several times the old craft “ woiddn’t look 
at it.” • Several times we had to put her helm up, and 
as many times she shipped those forcing cross seas which 
drive everything before them, and sweep the decks. At 
length a piece of canvas was lashed to the fore-rigging, 
which gave her a balance, and she rode easy until about 
five o’clock in the morning, when, by a sudden broach, 
the canvas was carried away, and a tremendous sharp 
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sea ^boarded her foijfvai’d—starting several stanchions, 
carrying away part of kor starboard bdlwark and rail, and 
shnultaneously the foretopgallant-inast, which siiapi>ed 
just above the withe. As a liatural consequence, every¬ 
thing was in the utmost confusion—the old hull worked 
in every timber. The wreck swayed two and fro, 
I'etarding the 'vvorking of the vessel, and endangering the 
lives of those who attem])ted to clear it from obstnic- 
tion. Thus she remained for more than half an hour, 
nearly on her beam-ends, and at the mercy of each suc¬ 
ceeding sea that threatened to engulf her. 

As daylight broke, the wind lulled, and, as usual in 
those waters, the sea soon ran down. Enabled to take 
the advantage of daylight, they commenced to clear 
awsiy the wreck. In the mean time it was found 
necessary to remove the fore-hatch, in order to get out 
some spare sails that had been stowed away near the 
forward bulkhead, instead of a more appropriate place. 
The mate, after tiying the pumps in the early part of 
the gale, reported that she had started a leak, which, 
however, was so trifling as to require but one man to 
keep her free, until she broached, and carried away her 
topgallant-mast. The man on duty then reported the 
water increasing, and another was ordered to assist him« 
On an examinat’ion in the morning, it was found that 
she was strained in the fore-channels, and h&i started 
a but. 

“ She’s an unlucky concern, skipper,” said the mate, as 
he brought the axe to take the battens off the fore-hatch. 
“ A follow might as well try to work a crab at low tide 
as to keep her to it in a blow like that. She minds her 
helm like a porpoise in the bi’eakers. Old Davy must 
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have put his mark upon her soUiC time ; but I never 
know’d a lucky vessel to be got as she was. She makes 
a haul on the underwriters every time she drifts across ; 
for T never knew her to sail clear since I shipped in the 
old tub. If she was mine, I’d find a place for her at 
somebody’s oxjwiise.” 

The sea became smooth, the water was found to have 
i-ecedod, the wind, light, had hauled to W.S.W., and Cape 
Antoine was judged by dead reckoning to bear S.S.W. 
about thiitiy miles distant. The larboard fore-shrouds 
were found to have been scorched by the lightning, which 
had completely melted the tar from the after-shroud. All 
hands were now busily employed repairing the wreck, 
which by two o’clock p.m. they had got so far completed 
as to stand on their course in the gulf, at the rate of six 
knots an hour. 

The skipper now consulted in his mind as to the expe 
diency of making for Havana or proceeding on his cruise. 
The leak had materially diminished, and, like all old 
vessels, though she gave a good portion of work at the 
pumps, a continuation of goqjl weather might aiford an 
opportunity to shf)vc her across. AJnder these feelings, he 
* w(us inclined to give the preferSce to his liopes rather 
than yield to his fcai*3. He considered the interest of all 
concerned—consulted his mate, but found him governed 
by his 8ii|!)crstition, and looking upon the issue of his life 
about as certain whetlier he jumped overboard or “ stuck 
by the old tub.” He considered again the enormous jjort- 
charges imposed in Havana, the nature of his cargo in 
regard to tariff, should his vessel be condemned, and the 
loiinous expenses of discharging, <kc. &c., together with 
the cost of repairs, providing they were ordered. All 
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these things he consi(K3red with the mature deliberation 
of a good master, who Tias the general interest of all con¬ 
cerned at heart. So, if he puj away for a port, in con¬ 
sideration of all concerned, his lien for general average 
would have strong ground in maritime law; yet th(jro were 
circumstances connected with tlwj sea-worthy condition 
of the craft—^known to himself, if not to the port-wardens, 
and which are matters of condition between the master 
and his ownei*s—which might, ujwn certain technicalities 
of law, give rise to strong objectionable points. With all 
these glancing before him, he, with commendable pnidence, 
resolved to c:ontinue his voyage, and trust to kind Provi¬ 
dence for the best. 

Captain,* said the mate, as ho stood viewing the 
prospect, with a marlincspike in one hand and a piece of 
seising in the other, ‘‘I verily think, if that blow had 
stuck to ns two hours longer, the old tub would a rolled 
her futtocks out. Ye don’t know her as well as I do. 
She's unlucky anyhow, and always lias been since she sot 
upon the water. I’ve seen her top-sides open like a 
basket when we’ve been trying to work her into port in 
heavy w'oather ; and a ^afl that won’t look nearer than 
nine points close hauleo/ with a stifi* breeze, ought to be 
sent into the Cly/lo for a coal-droger. An old vessel’s a 
))erfect pickpocket to owners; and if this old thing hasn’t 
opened their purses as bad as her own seams, I’ll*^iss my 
reckonin’. I’ve had a strong foreknowledge that we 
wouldn’t get across in her. I saw the rats leaving in 
Jamaica—^taking up their line of march, like marines on 
the fore. It’s a sure sign. And then I’d a dream, which 
is as sure as a mainstay—^never deceives me. I can 
depend on its presentiment. I have dreamed it several 
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times, and we always had an awful passage. Twice we 
coiae within a bobstay of all goin’ to Old Davy’s store¬ 
house. 1 once escaped it, after I’d had my mysterious 
(lix^am j but then I made tihe cook throw the cat over¬ 
board just after we left port, and ’twas all that saved us. 

Thus saying, he went foiward to serve a topgallant-stay 
that was stretched across the forecastle-hatch from the 
rat-heads, and had just been spliced by the men, followed 
by an old-fashioned sca-urchin, a miniature of the tar, 
with a mallet in his hand. The captain, although a fimi, 
intelligent man, and little given to such notions of fate 
as ai’e generally entertained by sailors, who never shake 
off the spiritual imaginings of the forecastle, displayed 
some discomfituie of mind at the strong character of the 
mate’s misgivings. He knew him to he a good sailoi*, firm 
in his duty, and unmoved by ])eril. This he had proved 
on several occasions when sailing in other vessels, w'hen 
the last ray of hope seemed to be gone. He approached 
the mate again, and, with a pretence of making inquiries 
about the stoi*age of the cargo, sounded him fuidher in 
regard to his knowledge of the Ilahamas, and with special 
reference to the port of Nassau. 

. “ Six-tenths of her tinibei’s rotten as punk,” said 

the mate j “ this North American timber never lasts long. 
The pump-wells are defective; and when we carry sail 
upon hcr^they don’t affect the water in the lee-bilge, and 
she rolls it through her air-streaks like a whale. She’ll 
damage the best cargo that ever floated, in that way. 
Take my word for it, skipper, she’ll never go across the 
Banks—shell roll to splinter's as soon as she gets into 
them long seas ; and if we get dismasted again, it’s gone 
Davy.” 
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“ I know the old^scow before to-day, and wouldn’t 
shipped in her, if I hadn’t been lijiic-juiced by that vil- 
lanoiis landlord that advanced me the trifle. But I seen 
she was as deep as a. luggermanV sand-barge, and I pojiped 
the old cat overboard, just as we rounded the jwint 
coming out o’ Kingston hiirbour,” said a fine, active-look¬ 
ing sailoi*—who bore every trait of a royal tar, and boasted 
of serving live years in the East India seiwice—to his 
shii)mate, while he continued to servo the stay. His 
words were s 2 )okcn in a whisper, and not intended for the 
eaj>tain’s ears. The captain ovcrheaj*d him, however j and, 
as a ves.sel is a world to those on board, the general senti¬ 
ment carries its weiglit in controlling it.s affairs. Thus, 
the strong fueling which jjrcvailed on board could not fail 
to have its effect upon tln^ cajdain’s mind. 

“Well, we’ll try her, at any rate,” said the captain, 
walking aft, and ordering the cabin-boy to bring uj) his 
glass, with which ho took a shai'i) look to the southward. 
“ I’d shape her coui’se for a southern Yankee jjoil;. 1 
haven’t boon much in them, but J tliink we’ll stand a 
better chance there than in the.se jioi-ts, where they make 
a S)iecnlation of wreck^, and woiibl take a fellow’s pea- 
jacket for salvage.” 

“ We’re always better under the i>rotection of a consul 
than in a British port,” said the mate, coming aft to 
inform the ski]) 2 )er that they had carried away tiie chains 
of the bobstay, and that the bowsprit strained her in the 
knight-heads. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

THE steward’s BRAVERY. 

During tl)e worst of tho gale, a mulatto man, with 
jiromiiiont foatui’os, indicating moi*o of the mestizo than, 
negro character, was moving in busy occupation about the 
deck, and lending a willing hand witli tlic rest of the 
crew to execute the captain’s orders. He was rather tall, 
wt‘11 formed, of a light olive comiilexion,, with dark, 
piercing eyes, a straight, pointctl nose, and wtjll-formcd 
mouth. Ills hair, also, had none of that criiiij) so indica- 
liv(i of negro extraction, but lay in dai*k curls all over his 
head. As he answered to the captain’s ordei’s, he s 2 Jokc 
in broken accents, indicating but little knowledge of the 
English language. From the manner in which the crew 
ircated him, it was evident that he was un. established 
favourite with them as weft as the ofiicers, for each 
. ap 2 »eared to trt^at him more as||BL exjual than a menial. 
* He laboui’ed cheerfully at sailor s duty until the fiiNt sea 
brcjkc over her, when, seeing that th^ caboose was in 
danger oj being carried from the lashings and swept to 
leeward in the mass of wreck, he ran for that all-iniiwrtant 
apartment, and began securing it with extra lashings. 
He worked away with an earnestness that deserved all 
jiraise, not with the most satisfactory effect; for an angry 
sea, immediately succiMjding, completely strijiped tho 
furnace of its woodwork, and in its force carried tho 
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gallant fellow among fragments into the lcc-scapj)ers, 
where he saved himsSir from going ()verboard only hy 
clinging to a stanchion. 

The second mate, a burly o’d^iilt, ran to his assistance ; 
but, before he reached him, our hero had recovered liim- 
self, and was making another attempt to reach his coppers. 
It seemed to him as much a jjending necessity to save the 
cooking-apparatus as it did the capitain to save the shi}). 

“ Ho no catch me dis time,” said he to the mate, smiling, 
as he lifted his drenched head from anitmg the fragments 
of the wreck. “ 1 lix-a do cotFee in him yet, p)lease 
God.” 

After securing tht; remains of his cooking-utensils, he 
might be secy busily cm 2 )loyed over a little stove arranged 
at the foot of the staii*s that led to the cabin. The smoke 
from the funnel sevtu’al times annoyed the caj)taiii, who 
laboured under the excitement consequent upon tln^ con¬ 
fusion of the wi’cck and ]H.M’il of his vessel, bringing forth 
remonstrances of no very pdcasant character. It proved 
that the good steward was considering how he could best 
serve .lack’s€iecessities ; and, while they were labouring to 
save the ship, he was studiously endeavoin’ing to antici- 
jmte the craving of tbei!^ stomachs. For when daylight 
appeared, and the storm subsided, the steward had a 
bountiful tlish of liot collet! to relieve Jack’s fatigued 
system. It was i-eceived with warm welcome, a^^d many 
blessings were heaped njxjn the head of the steward. A 
good doctor is as essential for the interests of owners 
and cr^ as a good captain. So it j)roved in this instance ; 
for while he had a cartiful regard for the stores, he never 
failed to secure the pi-aises of the crew. 

‘^When I gib de stove fire, den me gib de cap-i-tan, 
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wid tie crew, some good Ijreakfas’,” lie, with a gleam 
of satwfactioii. ^ 

* This individual, reader, was Mamie! Pei'eira, or, as he 
was called by his shii)mates,*/*e-iY/^-re. Manuel was bom 
in Brazil, an extract of the Indians and Spanish, claiming 
birthright of the Portuguese nation. It mattered but 
very little to Manuel where he was born, for he had been 
so long tossed about in his hardy vocation that he had 
almost become alienated from the aifections of birthplace. 
Ho had sailed so long undo* the protection of the unum- 
jack of (did England that he had formed a stronger alle¬ 
giance to tliat country than to any other. He had sailed 
under it with pride ; had jiointed to its emblem, as if he 
felt secure, when it was unfurled,* that the ro;|ister-ticket 
which that (Tovernmeut had given him was a covenant 
betwooii it and liimself; that it was a ticket to incite 
him to good behaviour in a foreign country; and tliat the 
flag was sun^ to protect his rights, and insure from the 
(roi'cnimeiit to whicli he sailed reM]iect and hospitality. 
He liad sailed round the world under it—visit(jd savage 
and semi-civilised nations—had received tJie hospitality 
of cainiibals, had joined in the inoiTy dance with the 
*,Ofcaheit;iri, liad eaten fruits with the Hottentots’, shared 
the coarse morsel of the Hrccnlander, been twice chased 

t 

by the Patagonians—but what shall we say ? He was im¬ 
prisoned, <t>r the olive tints of his colour, in a land where 
not only civilisation rules in its brightest conquests, but 
chivalry and honour sound its feme within the lanes, 
streets, and court-yards. Echo asks. Where, where f We 
will tell the reader. That flag which had waved over him 
so long and in so many of his wayfarings—^that flag that 
had so long boasted its rule upon the wave, and had pro- 
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tected him among the savage and the civilised—found a 
spot upon this wonderful globe where it ceased to do so, 
nnl^ he could change his skin. 

Manuel had never descanted upon the glories of freedom, 
neither A}mncaii nor English—^freedom in abstract, nor 
freedom as a privilege or indulgence ; fov he never sup¬ 
posed that the slight tints that shaded his countenance 
would subject him to the penalty of criminal law, or crush 
him beneath that stringent rule by which the oppressor 
holds his bondman. 

There is a class of society in South Carolina, particu¬ 
larly deimcrcUiCj setting itself against the justice of human 
laws and the rights of the world. It exhibits a wonderful 

ng not consonant with its own views 
of social construction and hiunan classification—^pursumg 
a coiu*sc which is self-concentrating, and wasting its 
energies to elevate the aspirations and serve the intei’ests 
of a few. It is always found pursuing small jioints, and, 
in its vain conceit, setting at defiance a knowledge of 
those national jirinciples which constitute the great com¬ 
munion-table of a liberal Gruvemment. Its views are 
local, and constitute its Christendom, while its quickiiued 
iminilses are derived from the morbid atmosphere that. 
surround it—southern even to those selfish wrorfgs for 
which they jdead a right against the simpleness of com¬ 
mon-sense. 

Through the influence of this arrogance on the part 
of South Carolina, we find one small section of a nation 
making a gi*eat whole resjKjnsible for its wrongs—setting 
up a local sovereignty to control a national power which 
moves in singular limitations, and shielding itself beneath 
a most singular federal covenant, that seems to annul 


disdain at everythi 
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the right of a central influence, Carolina pursues 

a course in accordance with the misconceptions of her 
Ijeople; and thus she claims to carry out her ordinances 
without regard to the feeling, rights, justice, or stipulation 
of the centi*al Government with other nations. Her 
institutions are not based upon social progression, but 
are like gardens overgrown with rank weeds, decaying 
and marking the aged weakness of her judiciary, and the 
injustice of her laws. She struggles in her own abstrac¬ 
tions, and strives to ornament her wrongs with seraphic 
love, that the stranger may inhale the li*agrance without 
knowing the sourcti from which it came. 



u 


CHAPTEK riL 

THE SEOOXJ) STORM. 

Ox the fourth night siiuojoding tho jioriloiis position of 
the Jamon off Cape Antoine, the brig was making about 
seven knots, current of the gulf included. Tho sun had 
set bon(?atb heavy radiant clouds, which rolled up like 
masses of inflaniod matter, I'eflecting in a thousand mellow 
shades, and again spreading their gorgeous shadows mion 
tho rippled surface of the ocean, making the pwRrc 
serene and grand. 

As darkness quickly followed, these beautiful tra:i j)}i' 
lencies of a West India horizon gradually changed into 
murky-looking monitors, spreading gloom in the sombre 
p 0 !*spective. The moon was in its second quarter, and 
was rising on the earth. The mist gathered thicker and 
thicker as she ascended, until at length she became totally 
ob.sciircd. The captain sat upon tho companion-way, 
anxiously watching the sudden cliange that was going on 
overhead j and, without s|7eaking to anyone, rose, took a 
glance at the compass, and then went forward to* the look¬ 
out, charging him to keep a sharp watch, as they were 
not only in a dangerous channel, but in the track of 
vessels bound into and out of the gulf. After this, he 
i*eturned ainidship, where the little miniature salt we have 
before described lay, with his face downward, upon the 
main-hatch, and, ordering him to bring the lead-line, he 
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went to leeward and took a cast; an^afber paying ont about 
twenty-five fathoms without sounding, hauled aboard again. 
The wind was southward and light. As soon as he had 
examined the lead he walked aft, and ordered the sheets 
eased and the vessel headed two jioints farther oflT. This 
doim, he went below, and, shaking his barometer several 
times, found it had begun to fall very fast. Taking down 
his coast-eharfc, he consulted it very studiously for nearly 
half-an-hour, laying oif an angle with a pair of dividers 
and scale, with mathematical minuteness ; after which 
he pricked his course along the snrfiicc to a given ]>oint. 
This was it)t(mded as his course. 

“ Where do you make her, captain ?” said the mate, as 
he lay in his berth. * 

"'We must be ofl‘ the Capes—we must keep a sharp 
lo<»k-out tor them reefs. They are so decojrtive that Ave’ll 
be on to them before we know it. Thei’e’s Jio telling by 
sounding. We may get forty fathoms one minute and 
strike tlwj next. I’ve heard old West India coastei-s 


say tlui white water was the best warning,” replied the 
caj>tain. ^ 

" T’m miglity afraid of that Carysfoifi reef, since I struck 
upon it in 1845. 1 was in a British schooner then, bound 
from Kingston, Jamaica, to New York. *We kept a bright 
look-out, all the way through the passage, and yet struck 
one raomiug just about daylight; and, five minutes before, 
w’e had sounded without getting bottom. When it cleai*ed 
awa 3 % that we could see, there was two others like our¬ 
selves. One was the ship John Parkery of Boston, and 
the other was a ’long-shorcman. We had a valuable cargo 
on board, but the craft wasn’t hurt a bit; and if the 


skipper—who was a little colonial m^. not i 

3\1 -74 


not much ac- 
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quainted with the juci'ijial value of a wi’ecker’s s« vitwjs— 
had a taken my advice, he wouldn’t got into tht snarl 
he did at Key West, whei’e they carried him, and charged 
him tliirty-six hundred dollars for the job. Yes, and a 
nice little commission to the British consul for counting 
the doubloons, which, by-the-bye, skipper, belonged to that 
great house of Howland and Aspinwalls. They were 
right clever fellows, and it went into the general average 
account for the relief of the under writers’ big chest," con¬ 
tinued tlie mate. 

I 

“We must have all hands ready at the call,” said the 
captain. “It looks dirty overhead, and I think we’re 
going to catch it from the north-east to-night. If wo do, 
our position'is not as good as before. I don’t feel afraid 
of her, if we only get clear of this infernal coast,” said flie 
skipper, as he rolled up his chart, and repaired on deck 
again. 

During this time, Manuel, who hacl given the crew 
some very Jicceptable hot cakes for supper, was sitting 
upon- the windlass, earnestly engaged, with his broken 
English, recounting an adventure he had on the coast 
of Patagonia, a few years previous, while serving on board 
a whaleman, to a shipmate who sat at his left. It was ‘ 
one of those incidents which frequently occur to the men 
attached to vessels which visit that coast for the purpose 
of providing a supply of wood and water, and wkich would 
require too much space to relate here. 

“ Did you run, Manuel 1” said the listening shii>- 
mate. 

" What else did me do ? If 1 no run, I’d not be here 
dia night, because I be make slave, or I be killed wid 
olub. ^ Patagonian don’t care for flag, nor not’in’ else. I 
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tnist-tj niy log ; an’ he get to dc b(|at jus’ when cai»-i-tau 
come to rescue.” ^ 

“ Was you board an Englishman, then, Manuel ?” 
iiiquirt^d the shipmate. 

Yes ; I’m always sail in English ship,, because 1 can 
get ])rotcetton f»x)m flag and consul, where I go—-any part 
of' glr>be,” said he. 

T never liked this sailing among barbarous nations ; 
they’ve no res])ect for any flag, and would just as lief 
imprison an Englishman or an American as they would a 
tlog. Thejy're a set of wild barbarians; and if they kill 
a fej^lovv, tilde’s no respoiisibility for it. It’s like a parcel 
of Wolves ehasiiig a lajnb, and there’s no finding them 
after they’ve killed it. But they givt* a fellow his rights 
in Old England and the Statiis. A man’s a man there, 
rich or ])Oov; and his feelings arc just as much his owii as 
anylaidy’s. It’s a glorious thing, this civilisation; and if 
the worhl keojis on, there’ll be no danger of a fellow’s 
being iinjnisoned and killed among these savages. Thej ’iii 
a eovrardly set; for nobody but cowards are afraid of 
their own actions. Men neither imprison nor kill 
strangds tliat don’t fear the uijustice of their own acts. 
.You may smoke that in youi* pipe, Manuel, for I’ve heard 
great men say so. But you’d been done making dough¬ 
nuts, thou, Manuel, if they’d got hold o’ you ?” 

Ncvei^catch Manuel among Patagonians again; they 
not know' what the flag be, nor they canH; read de regis- 
tnim-ticket, if they know’d where En^^nd was,” said 
Manuel; and just as he was concluding the story of his 
adventure, the little sailor-boy put his aim ai’ound 
Mauiiel’s waist, and, laying his head on his br^t, fondled 
about him with an affectionate attadunent. The little 
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fellow had been a shij^ ate with Mannel on severaJ voyagt‘s, 
and, through the kindness lie had I’eceivod at his hands, 
naturally foi’nicd an ardent attachment to him. Taking 
advantage of the good treatment, lie knew how to direct 
hia attention to the steward whenever he wanted a snack 
from the cabin-locker of that which was not allowed in 
the forecastle. After holding him for a minute, encircling 
his arm around the little fellow’s shoulder, he arose, and 
saying, “ I know what you want, Tommy,” jiroceeded to 
the cabin and brought him several little eatables that had 
been left at the captain’s table. 

The Avind now began to veer and incimse; hei* ^ails 
kept filling aback; and as often as the man at the helm 
kept her off, the wind would baffle him, until, finding it 
would be neccssaiy to go on the other tack, or make some 
change of course, he called the captain. The moment the 
latter put his foot upon deck lie found his previous pre¬ 
dictions were about to be verified. The rustling noise of 
the gulf, mingling its solemn sounds wfith the petrel-like 
music of that foreboding wind that whistles through the 
shrouds,” awakened the more superstitious sensations of 
a sailor's heai*t. The clouds had gathered their sombre 
folds into potent conclaves, while the sparkling brine in 
her wake seempd like a fiery stream rolling its troubled 
foam upon the dark waters. 

“Brace the yards up sharp—^hard a-starb^rd !—and 
trim aft the sheets,” ordered the captain, who had pre¬ 
viously given the order, “ All hands on deck 1” 

®he order was scarcely executed before the noise of 
approaching gale was heard in the distance. All 
hands weiu ordered to shorten sail as quickly as possible ; 
but before they could get aloft, it came upon them with 
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such fury from E.N.E. a^^ to oarry|avvay the lorotop-iiiast 
aipl topi^allaiit-niast, together with As sails, and the main- 
topgallant-inast with the sail. Thf) foretop-inast, in going 
by the board, carried away the flying-jib-boom and flying- 
jibs. Thus the ill-fated Jaimii was doomed to another 
struggle for her floating existence. Tlie .sea began to 
rise and break in fearful power; tin) leaJc had already 
increased so that two men were continually kcjjt working 
the purn]>s. The ci*ew, with coinmendable alacrity, cut 
away tlie wreck, which had been swaying to and fro, not 
only endangering the lives of those on board, but obstriict- 
iiigj^ every attempt to get the vessel into any kind of 
working order. The main-sail had rent from the leash 
to the peak of the gaftj and was shaking .into .shreds. 
I'he .starboard sheet of the maintop-sail was gone, and it 
liad torn at the head from the bolt-rope, flying at every 
gu.<t like the shreds of a muslin rag in a hail-stonn. 
Without the govoinment of her helm, she lay in tlie 
trough of the sea more like a log than a manageable 
ma.ss. Sea after sea broke over her, carrying everything 
before them at each pass. The officers and crew had now 
as much as they could do to* retain their hold, without 
, making any effort to save the wreck; wliile the men at the 
pumps could only work at each subsiding of the sea, and 
that under the disadvantage of being lashed to the frame 
A more j^nlous position tlian that in which the old brig 
Jammi now lay, it was impossible to imagine. 

’Tis the worst hurricane I’ve ever ex^ierienced u{X)n 
the West India coast, captain, but it’s too furious to last 
long; and if she don’t go to pieces before morning, I’ll 
give her credit for what I’ve always swore against her. 
She can’t keep afloat, though, if it hangs on another hour 
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in this way,” said the^matc, who, with the captain and 
Maiuiel, had just initio an ineffectual attem])t to rig a 
storm stay-sail, to try and lay her to under it; for the 
mate swore hy his knowledge other qualities, that to [nit 
her before it wouhl bo certain foundering. The gale 
eontiiineil witli unabated fury for about two hours, and 
stopped about as suddenly as it commenced, 'fhe work 
of destruction was complete; for, from her water-line to 
the .stump of the remaining .sj>nrs, the Jwnsmt lioate<l a 
complete wi’eck. 

l^hc ca])tain gave orders to clear away th(‘ wriick, and 
get what little sail they c;ould })atch up upon her, for the 
pnrpo.ye of working her into the nearest jiort. The mate 
was not inclined to further the ordei', evidently labouring 
uudei’ the strong ])roscutimeiit that she was to be their 
coffin. He advised that it was fruitless to stick by her 
any longer, or hazard an attem]»t to roach a poi*t with her 
in such a leaky and <lisahU’!d condition. If we don’t 
abandon her, .skipjKir,” .said he, •• .she’ll abandon ns. We’d 
better make signal for the fimt vessel, and bid the old 
coffin good-bye.” 

The Captain was more detonnined in hi.s rc.^^olutioii, 
and, instead of being influenced by the mate’s fear.s, con¬ 
tinued his order, and the men went to work with a 
cheerful willingness. JN’^one seemed more anxious to lend 
a ready hand than Manuel, for, in addition to his duties 
as steward, he had worked at sail-making, and both 
worked at and directed the repairing of the sails. Those 
aoquasivted with maritime affairs can readily appreciate 
thp i^^unt of labour necessary to provide a mess with 

the ine^s at hand that we have before described. And 
* 

yet he did it to the satisfaction of all, and manifested a 
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restless anxiety lest he should iiot^liiake everybody com¬ 
fortable, aud particularly his little pet boy, Tommy. 

“ We’ll get a good observation at meridian, and then 
we shall shape oui* course for Charleston, South Carolina. 
We’ll bo moi’o likely to roach it than any other southern 
port,” said the captain to his mate. That steward 
Matiuel is worth his weight in gold. If wo have to 
abandon the old craft. I’ll take him home; the owners 
respect him just as much as a white man ; his ]K)litcness 
aud afVability could m^t but command such esteem with a 
man that ain’t a fool. I never beliered in making equals 
of negi’oos ; but if Manuel was to be classed with niggers, 
for all the nigger-blood that’s in him, seven-tenths of the 
inhalntants of the eai*th would go with him. I never 
saw such an attachment between brothers, as exists 
between Jiim and I’ojnmy. I vfsrily believe that one 
couldn’t go to sleej) without the other. I should think 
thev wero lirotliers, if tho hid wasn’t English ainl Manuel 
a Portuguese. But iVlanuel is as itiucli an Englishman at 
heart as the lad, aud has sailed so long under the flag 
that he s<'oms t() have a reverence for the old jack when 
he secs the bunting go n]). He likes to toll that story 
’ about the Patagonians chasing him. I have overheard 
him sovei’al times, as much amused in his own recital as 
if he was listening to the quaint jokes of an old tar. 
But he Steal’S the Patagonians will never catch him on 
their shores again, for he says he <loesn’t believe in making 
' drum-head of man-skin,’ ” said the captain, evidently 
with the intention of alfeoting tho mate’s feelings, aud 
drawing his mind from its dark forebodings. 

“ Well, skipper, I pray for a happy deliverance,” said 
the mate j but if we make Charleston with her, it’ll be 
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a luck that man nor ikeimaid ever thought of. £ licarn 
a good deal o’ tell about Charleston and the Keys. That 
isn’t one of the ] daces our stewards are so ’fraid of, ainl 
where owners df>n't like to send their ships when they can 
find freight in f)ther ports ?” 

“ I expect it is, sir ; but I apprehend no such trouble 
with any of my crew,” answered the captain j)roni 2 Jtly. 
“ I sail under the faith of my nation’s honour and j>roweas, 
the same as the Americans do under theirs. We’re both 
respected wherevei’ we go ; and if one little State in the 
Union violates the resi)onsibility of a great nation like 
that, I’m mistaken. Cci-tainly, no nation in Christeinlom 
(iould be found that wouldn’t open their hearts to a shijv 
wrecked sailor. I have too much faith in what I have 
heard of the hosiutality of Southerners to believe, any¬ 
thing of that kind.” 

“Talk’s all very Avell, skii>|)er,” said the mate; “ Imt, 
my word for it, T know’d several ships lying in the 
Mersey, about three years ago, bound to Southern jiox’ts 
for cotton. White stewards, worth anything, couldn’t bo 
liad for love nor money, and the coloui*e<l ones wouldn’t 
ship for ])f»rts in Slave States. The Tltdn^s got a coloured 
man; but the owners had to pay him an enoiinous advance, 
and this, too, with the knoAvledge of his being locked up 
the whole time he was in port; thus havijig to incur the 
A ery useless expense of supj)lying his jdace, or find board¬ 
ing-house accommodations for the officei’s and crew. If 
it bo ,,true what I’a c beam ’em say in the Mersey, the 
man doesn’t only suffer in his feelings by some sort of 
confinement they have, hut the owners suffer in pocket. 
But it may be, s^jpper, and I’m inclined to think with 
you, our case is certainly deplorable enough to cominand 
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pity instead of imprisonment. ThfJ Government must be 
found cutting a dirty figure on the iiational picture that 
would ill-treat sailors who had suffered as much as our 


boys have. I would hate to sec Manuel shut up or ill- 
used. He’s as brave a fellow as ever buckled at a hand- 


.spike or rode a jib-boom. Last night, while in the worst 
of the gale, he volunteered to take Higgins’s jDlactj, and, 
mounting the jib-boom, was several times buried in tin* 
sea ; yet he held on like a bravo, and succeeded in cutting 
away the wreck. I thought he was gone once or twice, 
and I own 1 never saw more f)eril at sea ; but if he hadn’t 
effected it, the foot of the bowsprit would have stiained 
her open in the eyes, and we’d all betui shai“ks’-l>ait before 
this. The fellow was nearly exhausted when»he came on 
board. tSays 1, ‘It’s gone day with you, old fellow ; but ho 
come to in a little while, and went cheerily to work again,” 
continued Mr. Mate, who, though pleased with the caj)- 
tain’s determination to make the neaixist port, seemed to 
dread that all woulil not be right in Charleston—that tJui 
bar was a very intricate one, water very shoal in the shi|>- 
channel, and, though niarki dwith three distinctive buoys, 
numbej’ed according to their range, impossible to cross 
without a skilful pilot. The mate pleaded a ijreferenco for 
Savannah, asserting, according to his own knowledge, that 
a sliip of any draft could cross that bar at any time of 
tide, and ^that it was a better port for the transaction of 
business. 


The Jmisoii was headed for Charleston, the queen city 
of the sunny South, and, as may be expected fiuih her 
disabled condition, made very slow progi’ess on her coui’se. 
During the gale, her stoi*es had become damaged; and on 
the tliird day before making Oharle^n light, Manuel 
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Pereira came aft, an^i, with a sad countenance, reported 
that the last cask of good water was nearly out—^that the 
others had all been stove during the gale, and what 
remained was so braefkish that it was unfit for use. From 
this time until their .arrival at Charleston, they suflered 
those tortures of thirst which only those who have 
endured them can estimate. 
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THE CHARLESTON POLICE. 

41 

Mr. Durkee had said in Congress that a negro was 
c(>ndemned to h(j hung in (charleston for resisting his 
master's attempts ni)on the chastity of liis wife ; and that 
such was th(^ sympathy expressed for the negro, that the 
sheriff'’.s offer of one thonsiuid Medlars conld induce no one 
present to execute the final mandate. NoV, had Mr. 
Ourkee been better acquainted with that social under¬ 
standing between the slave, the ])retty wife, and his 
master, and the acquiescing pleasure of the slave, who, in 
ninet<5en cases out of twenty, c'ongnitulatos himself on the 
distinguished honour, he would have Siived himself the 
error of such a charge against the tenor of social life in 
Charleston ; or, had he been better acquainted with the 
character of her police, he certainly would have saved the 
talent of Mr. Aiken its sophomore display in that cum¬ 
brous defence. In the first place, Mr. Diykec would have 
known that such attempts are so common among the 
social events of the day, and so well understood by the 
slave, that, instead of being resented, they are appreciated 
to a groat extent. We speak from long experience and 
knowledge of the connexion between a certain cl As of 
slaves and their masters. In the second place, Mr. Durkee 
would have known that any man connected with the city 
police—save its honourable mayor, to i^ose character we 
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would pay all <lefei’enl e—would uot, for coiwcieiice' sakej 
scruple to hang a man for five dollars. We make no 
exception for colour or crime. A qualification might be 
called for, more adapted to our knowledge of it as it has 
existed for the last four or five years ; but we are informed 
by those whose lives and fortunes have been spent fiir the 
moral elevation of the city ])olice that it was even woi>5e 
at the time referred to. 

The reader may think we are making grave charges. 
Let us say, without fear of refutation, they are too well 
known in the community that tolerates them. As a mere 
shadow of what lays beneath the suiface, we would refer 
to the only independent fii})eech we ever listened to in 
Charleston,' except when self-laudation was the theme, 

made by Ct. R-, Esq., in one of the public halls some 

time since. Mr. R-is a gentleman of moral courage 

and integrity, and, without fear or trembling, openly 
denounced the coiTUj)tion and demoralisation of the police 
deimrtment. Even the enemies of his i)ai‘ty, knowing the 
facts, appreciated his candour as a man, while they de¬ 
nounced the publicity (for his speech was paraded by the 
press), lest the fair name of the queen city should suffer 
abroad. A beautiful farce followed this grave exposition. 
The board of alderaien, composed of fourteen mfin of very 
standing, remained mum under the accusation for 
a long timt^. Its object was to show up the cji.aracter of 
a class of officials whose character and nefarious arts have 
long disgraced the city. But, in order to make a display 

of his purity, Mr. G- , a gentleman entitled to high 

moral consideration, chose to make it a iiemonal matter; 
yet^ not content with a private explanation given by Mr. 

- , he mad4|a call through the press. Mr. R- 
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jvspouded in a projxsr and courfceoui^niannor, acknowledg¬ 
ing the duo respect to which Mr. C-’s private charac^ter 

^ras entitled; thus increasing the ambition of the board 

gemcralJy, who, 'with the expectation of Mr. E.-making 

a like acknowledgment to them as a body (not excepting 
their honourable head), made a demand in joint-officio. This 
being duly signalised tJirough tlie columns of the Couriei' 

<t)ul iWerciU'}/, Mr. tl- met it with a i*eHponse worthy 

of a gentleman, lie referred them to the strongest evi¬ 
dence of his assertions, in the countenance which they 
gave to a class of officials too well known to th(i commu¬ 
nity for the honour of its name and the moral foimdatioii 
of its corporate dignity. Thus ended a great municipal 
farce, to prolong which the principal ])ei*fbfmers knew 
would disclose the intriguing scenes of their secondary 
|>*rformers. The plot of this melo-comic concern was in 
the sequel, and turned ujjoti the very grave fact of Mr. 

C-having, some time pi'evions, withdrawn from the 

honoumble boai'd to preseiu-c some very delicate con- 
.sideratioiis for cotisnenc^ saJee. 

n<iw much spiritual consolatif>n Mr. C- realised 

through the aeknowlodgmeut of Mr. R-, or the ho- 

'uourable board in joint-officio, from the firm admonition, 
we leave for the secondary consideration,of jjroper wives 
and daughters. 

But th^ reader will ask, wliat has this to do with poor 
Manuel Pereira, or tht^ imprisonment of free citizens of a 
friendly nation We will show hinr that the complex 
system of official siioliation, and the misrepresentations of 
the police in regal’d to the influence of such persons upon 
the slave population, is a principal feature in its enforce¬ 
ment, To do this, we deem it essentially necessary to 
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show the character of. Well men and the manner in which 
this law is carried out. We shall make no chari|'es that 
we cannot sustain by the evidence of the whole city 
proper, and with the knowledge that truth is stranger 
than fiction. 

What will the reader say when vv^e tell him that, among 
the leading minds of the (dty—we say leading minds, foi“ 
we class those who are considered foremost in the mei- 
cantile sphere among them—are throe brothel’s, unmar¬ 
ried, but with mistresses bought for the puipose, whosi^ 
dark skins avert the tongue of scandal; that twice men 
were sold, because of the beauty of their wives, to distant 
tradei’S, that the brothers might cast off their old mis- 
tn^sses, and' appropriate now ones to an unholy purpose : 
that these men enjoy their richly-furnished mansions, ai'c 
known for their sumptnousentoi’tainments, set an example 
of mercantile honour ami integrity, arc flattered among 
the populace, receive the attentipns of very fine and very 
virtuous ladies, wield a potential voice in the city govern¬ 
ment, ami lead in the gi’oatest development of internal 
impro\emcnts \ that these ^meti tiven wliisper high-sound¬ 
ing words of morality, and the establishe<l custom considers 
their example no harm when colour is modified ’I 

We slmll dissect principal characters to show the 
deformity of the compacjt. 

To speak of that which is so rapidly consuming the 
good fere of others, and filling the cup of sorrow for so 
many, at the expense of proper wives and proper 
daugKters, would be too manifold in delineation, and, if 
we excuse the Southern acceptation, too peculiarly 
<i||licate for our present purposes. Hence, we must 
content ourselves with that which is more direct. 
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111 the eloctivo fraiidiise jiowcif is given to men to 
luaiiitbst the projuiii(‘iit teatufos of the social being. 
Thc'ro is no l»eitov mode of judging it than through the 
•diaracter of elected rcpresentativcjs, who regard the 
oliligations conferred u)»ou them with laxity or pro- 
jiriety, and give to minor dependants the covenant of 
moral honesty and character, in its valuable accejitatiou. 
We will l(;av"c the reader to judge how far this muni¬ 
cipal ]>rctencc is founded upon any ground of right or 
self"-j>rotection, when we deserihe the tenor oi‘ the de- 
pai’tniciit itself. 

That there is an inconsisttmt and mosl, strange 
bleach Isitweeii law and eiistoni, giving a right in 
custom to dt» that which, if done by law, ^vould con¬ 
sign to uidiallowed exclusion, is natural wherever slavciy 
exists, V ii tually gi’autiiig a caveat to licentiousness, but 
coiidemniug the prerogative of tlie law when it intcifcrcs 
to jU’oiiKjte tin; moral widl-beiiig of society. 

W flat will the reader think when we tell him that 
there is no city-marshal in Charleston, but innumerable 
mai*slialled men, suppoi-ted by an onerous tax upon the 
peojile tu quiet the fears of a f5w ? And what will they 
think when we tell them that the man whose name is so 
li'cqueiitly sounded through the columns of the press as 
the head of police, and applauded for his activity among 
thieves, is ^he well-known jirince-officio of a voluptuous 
dwelling, where dazzling licentiousness fills his pockets 
with the spoils of allurement ? This man has several 
counterparts, whose acts are no secrets to the public* ear, 
and who turn their office into a mart of intrigue, and 
have enriched themselves upon the bounty of espionage 
and hush-money, and now assert thlf dignity of their 



30 


MANUEL PEKSIRA. 


purse. It maybeask^nl, why are thc.se men kojit in otticc? 
or have these offices become so disgraced that honest incii 
will not deign to accept them ? No! such is not the 
case. It is that moral integrity is not considered in its 
proper light, and is not valued as it should be ; that these 
men have a secret influence which is well known, and ai*e 
countenanced and i-ctamed for the weight of their control 
among a certain class; and, strange to say, that the party 
ca* officio make these demoralising things the basis of their 
comj)laint.s against the “ powers that beyet such is 
their feeble depen<lciicc, that no sooner ai-e they in office 
than we have the repetition of the same things. 

Now, how far hi.s honour is answeral>le for these things 
we must leave the i*eader to judge. The leading charac¬ 
teristics of his nature conflict with each other ; his moral 
chameter is what is considered sound here ; and truly ho 
is entitled to much respect for his exomj)lary conduct, 
whether it be only exerted as an example, or the heart¬ 
felt love of Christian purity. Some i^eople are pious from 
impulse, and bec6me affected when jnirpose serves to 
make it profitable. We, however, are not so uncharitable 
as to charge such piety our worthy head of the city 
government, but rather to a liighly-develoi^ed organ of the 
love of office, which has outgrown the better iuclii^p-tions 
of his well-established Chri.stianity. 

We must invite the reader’s attention to ^nother and 
still more glaring evidence of the demoralisation of social 
life ill Charleston. A notorious woman who has kept the 
woiftt kind of a brothel for years, where harlots of all 
sh^es and importations break the quietude of night with 
Idieir polluted songs, becomes so bold in her inffimy that 
she appeals to the gi'acioua considerations of the city 
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council (board of aldermen). HoV is this ? Why, we 
will tell the reader. |he remained unmolested in her 
trade of demoralisatioii; amassed a fortune which gave 
lier boldness, while her open display was considered very 
fine fun for the joking propensities of odicials and gallants. 
With her wealth she reared a splendid mansion to infamy 
.and shame, where she, and such as she, whose steps, the 
wise man tells us, “ lead down to hell,” could sway their 
victory over the industrious poor. So public was it, that 
she openly boasted its purpose and its adaptation to the 
ensnaring vices of passion. Yes, this ci*eature in female 
form had spread ruin and death through the community, 
and brouglit the head of many a biilliant young man to 
the last stage of cast-oft* misery. And yet,* so oj)enly 
tolemted and countenanced by leading men are these 
things that, on the 31st of July, 1852, this mother of 
crime appeals to the honourable board of aldermen, as 
apfjeared in the “ Proceedings of Council” in the Charlea- 
tum Courier, of that date, in the following manner :— 

“ Laid over until a moneyed quorum is present. 

“ Letter from Mrs. G. Pieseitto, informing Council that 
having recessed her new brick building in Beresford- 
• street at least two feet, so as to dedicate it to the use of 
the citizens of Charleston, if they will j^ve with flag¬ 
stones the front of her lot, respectfully requests that, if 
accepted, J^he work may be done as soon as possible. 
Referred to the Aldermen, Ward No. 4.” The street is 
narrow and little used, except for purposes known to the 
hutema, when honest ^leople should sleep. The informa¬ 
tion might have been couched with more modesty, when 
the notoriety of the woman and the dedication of her 
tabernacle of vice was so publia How fer the sensitive 
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aldermen of the fourth ward have proceeded in the deli 
cate miasion^ or how much chainmgne their nioilest con¬ 
sideration has cost, the public lia^^ not yet been informed. 
Rumour says every thing is favourable. We are only 
diawing from a few principal jxiints, jind shall leave the 
reader to draw his own inference of the moral complexion 
of our social being. We make but one more view, and 
resume our stoiy. 

An office connected with the judiciary, so long held as 
one of high resjMmsibility and honourable position, is now 
held merely as a medium of miserable sjjoculation and 
espionage. It is aii elective office, the re])reHeiitative 
holding for four years. The j»resent iucuiubent was 
elected miAv, through charity than recompense for auy 
amiable fpialities, moial worth, or efficient seiwices to 
])arty ends. A more weak man could not have been- 
drawn from the lowest scale of i>arty hirelings, though he 
had abdicated the office once before to save his uauie and 
the respectability of the judiciary. It may be said, he 
was elected in pity to speculate on misery ; and thus it 
proved in the case of Manuel PEiiEiitA. This functionary 
was elected by a large majority. Could his moral worth 
have been taken into coiisidomtion ? We should think 
not. For seveyal times have we been pointed to two 
interesting girls—or, if their colour was not shaded, 
would be called yoimg ladies—^promenading ^the shady 
side of King-street, with their faces deeply veiled, and 
infonned who was their fiather. The mother of* these 
inno^bent victims had been a mother to their father, had 
nursed jum and maintained him through his adversity, 
and -had lived the partneor of his life and affections for 
^ears, and had reared to him an interesting but 
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fatal family. But no sooner had ^Fortune begun to shed 
its smiling rays than he abandoned the one that had 
watched over him for the choice of one who could boast 
no more than a white skin. 

If men who fill high ])laces live by teaching others to 
gratify their appetites and pleasures alone, instead of 
setting a commendable example for a higher state of 
existence, by whom can we exi^ect that justice and moral 
worth shall be respected ? 

Connected with the city constabulaiy arc two men 
whose duty it is to keep a aluvrp look-out for all vessels 
arriving, and see that all negi*oes or coloured seamen are 
committed to prison. One is a South Carolinian, by the 
name of Dusenberry, and the other an Irishtnan, by the 
name of Dunn. These two men, although their office is 
despicable in the eyes of many, assume more authority over 
a certain class of persons, who are unacquainted with the 
laws, than the mayor himself. The former is a man of 
dark, heavy features, with an assassin-like countenance, 
more inclined to look at you distrustfully than to meet 
you with an open gaze. He is rather tall and athletic, 
but never has been known to ^o anythmg that would give 
4iim credit for bravery. Several times he has been on the 
brink of losing his office for giving too ^p|ich latitude to 
his craving for perquisites; yet, by some unaccountable 
means, he {sanages to hold on. The other is a robust son 
of the Emerald Isle, with a broad floidd face, low fore¬ 
head, short crispy hair, very red, and knotted over his 
forehead. His dress is usually very slovenly and dSrty; 
his shirt-collar bespotted with tobacco-juice, and tied 
with an old striped bandana handkerchief. This, taken 
with a very wide mouth, flat nose, vicious eye, and a 
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countenance as hard W ever came from Tipperary, and a 
lame leg, which causes him to limp as he walks, gives our 
tnaTi Dunn the incarnate appearance of a fit body-grabber. 
A few words will suffice for his character. He is known 
to the official department, of which the magistrates are a 

constituent part, as a notorious-1; and his better- 

half, who, by-the-way, is what is called a free-trader— 
meaning to save the rascality of a husband, sells liquor 
by small portions, to suit the Murphys and the O’Neals. 
But, as it {deases our Mr. Dunn, he very often becomes 
a more than profitable customer, and may be found 
snoring out the penalty in some sequestered place, too 
frequently for his own character. Between the hours of 
ten and tt^elve in the morning, Dunn, if not too much 
incapacitated, may be seen limping his way down Broad- 
street, to watch vessels arriving and dejM-rting, canying 
a limp cane in one hand, and a large covered whip in the 
other. We were struck with the appearance of the latter, 
because it was similar to those caiTied in the hands of a 
rough, menial class of men m Macon, Georgia, who called 
themselves marshuXa, under a misapplication of the term. 
Their office was to keep the negro population straiyMj 
and do the whipping, when called upon, at fifty cents a 
head. They also did the whipping at the jails, and fre¬ 
quently made from five to six dollars a day at this alone; 
for it is not considered fashionable for a genUemcm to 
wldp his own negro. We noticed the universal carrying 
of Hds whip, when we first visited Macon, some four 
years ago, and were carious to know its purport, which 
was elucidated by a friend; but we have since seen the 
practical demonstrations painfully carried out. Those who 
<vimted Boston for the recovery of Crafts and Ellen— 



MANUEL PEHEIBA. 


35 


w 

whose mode of escape is a romance in itself —were speci¬ 
mens of these nuxTshals. How the3r passed themselves off 
for gentlemen we are at a loss to comprehend. 

During the day, the Messrs. Dusenberry and Dunn may 
be seen at times watching about the wharves, and again 
in low grog-shops—^then pimping about the “ Dutch beer- 
shops and comer-shojis”—picking up, here and there, a 
hopeful-looking nigger, whom they drag off to limbo, or 
extort a bribe to let him go. Again, they act as monitors 
over the Dutch corner-shops, the keepera of which pay 
them large sums to save themselves the heavy licence fine 
and the Information docket. When they are no longer 
able to pay over hush-money, they find themselves walked 
up to the captain’s office, to be dealt with according to the 
severe penalty made and provided for violating the law 
which prohibits the sale of liquor to negroes without an 
order. The failure to observe this law is visited with 
line and imprisonment—both beyond their proportionate 
deserts, when the law which governs the sale of liquor to 
white men is considered. Things are very strictly regu¬ 
lated by complexions in Sout];L Carolina; and law is 
made subservient to position and personal indulgence. 
The example of the master begets a deske to imitate 
in his slaves, and here a nice subject for judicial com¬ 
plexity presents itself in the effect of Sotithem laws; 
and while veustom tolerates the offences of one man, 
law punishes the same in another as criminal. For 
instance, the master sets the most dissipated and ^im¬ 
moral examples in his own person, and allows his 
children not only to exercise their youthful caprices, 
but to gratify such feelings as are pernicious to their 
moral welfitre upon his slaves. Now, the question 
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ii) that, knowing 'the negro’s power of imitation, 
ought not some allowance to be made for copying the 
errors of his master ? Yet such is not the case; for 
the slightest deviation from the strictest rule of disci’ 
pline brings condign punishment upon the head of the 
offender. 
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MR. GRIMSHAW, THE MAN OP THE COUNTY. 

On the 22nd of March, 1852, about ten o’clock in the 
morning, a thin, spare-looking man, dressed in a black 
cashmcrot suit, swallow-tail coat, loose-cut pants, a straight- 
breasted vest, with a very extravagant shirt-collar rolling 
over upon his coat, with a black ribbon tied at the throat, 
stood at the east comer of Broad and Medling street, 
holding a very excited conversation with officers Dusen- 
berry and Dunn. His visage was long, very dark—^muoh 
more so than many of the coloured population—^with 
pointed nose and chin, standing in grim advance to each 
other; his face narrow, with high-check bones, small, 
peering eyes, contracted forehead, reclining with a sunken 
arch between the perceptive and intellectual organs—or, 
perhaps, we might have said, where those organs should 
*have been. His countenance was full of vacant restless¬ 
ness ; and as he stared at you through his glasses, with 
his silvery grey hair hanging about his ears and neck in 

points, rolling a large quid of tobacco in his 
mouth, and dangling a little whip in his right hand, you 
saw the index to his office. As he raised his voice— 
which ho did by twisting his mouth on one side* and 
working his chin to adjust his enormous quid—^the drawl¬ 
ing tone in which he spoke gave a picture not easily 
forgotten. 
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“You must pay more attention to the arrivals,” said 
he in a commanding tone. “ The loss of one of these 
fellers is a serious drawback to my }K)cket; and that 
British consul's using the infernaleat means to de.stroy 
our business that ever was. He's worse than the vilest 
abolitionist, because he thinks he’s protected by that flag 
of their'n. If he don't take care, we’ll tar-and-feather 
him; and if his Govemnieut says much about it, she’ll 
lam wlfM and wlm South Carolina is. We can turn out 


a dozen Palmetto regiments that’d lick anything John 

Bull eould send here, and a ti'oop o’ them d-d Yankee 

abolitionists besides. South Carolina’s got to show her 
hand yet against these fellers, afore they’ll respect the 
honour and Standing of her institutions. They can’t send 
their navy to hurt us. And it shows that I always pre¬ 
dicts right; for while these commercial fellers about the 
wharves are telling about digging out the channel, I’ve* 
al'ays said they didn’t think how much injury they were 
doing; for it was our very best protection in war-time. 
South Carolina can lick John Bull, single fisted, any time; 
but if that pack of inconsiderate traders on the wharves 
get their own way, away goes our protection, and John 
Bull would bring his big ships in and blow us up. And 
these fellera that own ships are getting so bold that a 
great many are beginning to side with Mathew, the 
consul. Yes, they even swear that ’tis the offiisials that 


.stick to the law for the sake of the fees. How, if I only 
knew that the consul was the means of that Nassau nigger 
getting away, I’d raise a mob, and teach him a lesson that 
Smith Carolinians ought to have teached him before: It 
took about seventeen dollars out of my pocket; and if I 
was to sue him for it, I could get no recompense. The 
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iiort; time you allow one to escape, I must place some 
other officer over the port,” said our man, whom we shall 
continue to call Mr. Grimshaw. 

“ Sure, I heard the same consul, when spakin to a gin- 
tleman, say that the law was only an abuse of power, to 
put money into the pockets of yourself and a few like ye. 
And whin meself and Flin put the irons on a big nigger 
that the captain was endeavouring to skulk, by keeping 
him in the forecastle of the ship, ho interfered between 
me and me duty, and began talking his balderdash about 
the law. Sure, with his own way, he’d have every nigger 
in the city an abolitionist in three weeks. And sure, Mr. 
Sheriff, and yo’d think they were babies, if ye’d see him¬ 
self talk to them at the jail, and send them up things, as 
if they were better than the other criminals, and couldn’t 
live on the jail fare,” said officer Dunn, who continued to 
pledge himself to the sheriff that the wharves should not 
be neglected, nor a hopeful English dar^ escape his 
vigilant eye. 

“ For my own part, I think they’re better off in jail 
than they would be on the wlig-rf,” continued Grimshaw. 
“ They’re a worthless set, and ha’n’t half the character 
'that a majority of our slaves have; and instead of attend¬ 
ing the captain on board, they’d be into EUiot-«troet, 
spending their money, getting drunk, and aaK>ciating with* 
our worst ftiggers. And they all know se much about 
law, that they’re always teaching onr bad niggers thef 
beauties of their government, whiob makes them mm 
unhappy than they are. Our niggers are like a idtott 
ffsh : when one becomes diseased, be spreads it among aUr 
the- restj and before you know vdiero you are, theyhn 
done gone.” 
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** They’re not very profitable customci’8 for us, sheriff,” 
said Dusenberiy. “We have a deal of watching, and a 
mighty smart lot of trouble after we get them fellows j 
and if we get a perquisite, it never amounts to much, for 
I seldom knew one that had money enough to treat as we 
took him up. These Britishers ^a’li’t like us, they don’t 
pay off in port; and if the fellows get anything in jail 
from the consul, it’s by drib-clr.abs, that a’n’t no good, for 
it all goes for liquor. And them criminals make a dead 
haul upon a black steward as soon as he is locked up. 
But if these sympathising fools follow up their bugbears 
about the treatment at the jail, they’ll get things so that 
our business won’t be worth a dollar. For my own part, 
I’m not so much beholdiii’, for I’ve made myself comfort¬ 
able within the last few years ■ but I want my son to 
succeed me in the office. But if this consul of their’n 
keeps up his objections, appeals, and his protests in this 
way, and finds such men as his honour the district- 
attorney to second him with his nonsense and his notions, 
folks of our business might as well move north of Mason 
and Dixon’s.” , 

** I can wake him up to a point,” said Grimshaw, “that 
that abolition consul ha’n’t learnt before; and if he’d ‘ 
stuck his old petition in Charles Sumner’s breeches-pocket, 
instead of sending it to our Legislature, he might have 
saved his old-womanish ideas from the showib’ up that 
Myzeck gave ’em. It takes Myzeck to show these 
blue-skin Yankees how to toe the mark when they come 
to South Carolina. If South Carolina should secede. I’d 
say, give us Myzeck and Commander to lead our war, 
laid we’d be as sure to whip ’em as we won the Mexican 
war for the Federal Government. There is three things 
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about an Englishman, Dusenbeny, which you may mark 
for facts. He is self-conceited, and don’t want to be 
advised—^he thinks there is no law like the law of 
England, and that the old union-jack is a pass-book of 
nations—^and he thinks everybody’s bound to obey his 
notions of humanity and the dictates of his positive 
opinions. But what’s worse than all, they’ve nee&r seen 
the sovereignty of South Carolina carried out, and, 
twjcording to Consul Mathew’s silly notions, they think 
we could be licked by a gun-boat. 

It’s no use arguing this thing, you must keep a keen 
eye upon the English niggers ; and when a man pretends 
to disimte the right, tell him it’s ' mnttary to and to 
look at the statute-books ; tell him it costs more to keep 
them than they’re all worth ; and if they say the law was 
never intended for foreign citizens, tell ’em its * cwitra/ry to 
laWf and that the object of the law being self-protection, 
the right is made manifest, and is its own dispenser. My 
old father was killed in the Revolutionary War, for he 
was a good old feller, and never said his prayers without 
reminding his children to average themselves on the red¬ 
coats and Tory niggers. I an’t forgot it; nor I’ve 
never liked English soldiers and English niggers since. 
English niggers are the veiy worst kind of niggers— 
stubborn, saucy, and just as independent as white folks. 
English fo?ks don’t know how to bring the sulky out o’ 
ther niggers; and if you undertake to paddle ’em, they 
sit themselves upon their infernal black dignity just.|EfcS if 
they were men. If I’d got that Nassau nigger. I’d a 
played a tune on his black back that’d repaid the fees 
in music. * '. ^ 

*‘If a man wants to know how they seiwe them ere 
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Britishers and abolitionists, he must just go to Columbia 
and hear our politicians talk it up. They do it length¬ 
ways, with a sort of a slant—;just as we hang niggera; 
they make an insolvent constitution for old England, and 
put it into Uncle Sam jist about where he feeLs for the 
balance of power, when he an’t got it. Them Britishers 
hasn’t lamed what our politicians are made of, since that, 
s’posin’ they do send missionaries into Africa, to spoil the 
niggers there, they can’t send consuls here to Christianise 
and fool ours. Consul Mathew’s spunk—^for he didn’t 
mil when they thi'eatencd to mob him, nor he didn’t 
wink nor blink at the i*ovolvers and sharp points; but 
he mustn't kick up too much of a fiLSS, or he’ll git ’imself 
and John Bull right smartly thrashed by South Carolina. 
The fact is, Dunn, they belong to my office, nm ’tan’t 
gentlemanly to try take them away. 

"Now, then, we must guard against all his projected 
operations; and no pains must be spared to give the 
dangerous associations with these niggers, and how fatal 
it would be to ours to let them loose with them—^and we 
must do it with fimmess, and without fear of combating 
their strongest argument.s. South Carolina’s not bound to 
obey the voice of the General Government, and what does 
she care for the federal coui'ts? We’ll pursue a course 
according to the law; and anything that is contrary to 
it we will take care of, for the better protection of our 
institutions. Now, don’t let one pass, upon the peril of 
yourjoffico,” continued Mr. Grimshaw. 

" It’s not a button I’d care for the office,” said Dumi- 
" Sure it’s yerself he’s makiu’ all the fees, and ourselves 
getting the paltry dollar; and yerself gives us as much 
tremble to get that as we’d be earning two dollars at 



43 


xMANUEIi PEREIBA, 

f 

magistrate Jilos’ beyant. Sure, himself’s liberal, and 
doesn’t be afraid to give us a division of the fees when 
the business is good. And sure, ye make yer ten times 
the fees on an English nigger, and never gives us beyant 
the dollar,” continued he, moving off in high dudgeon, 
and sweai iiig a stream of oaths that made the very blood 
chill. There was a covert meaning about Mr. Grim- 
shaw’s language that was not at all satisfactory to Mr. 
Dunn’s Irish; especially when he knew Mr. Grimshaw’s 
insincerity so well, and that, instead of being liberal, he 
])Ockoted a large amount of the fees, to the very con¬ 
scientious benefit of his own dear self. The reader must 
remeiaber that in Charleston, South Carolina, there is a 
large majority of men who care little for laV, less for 
Justice, and nothing for Christianity. Without com¬ 
punction of conscience, and with an inherited passion to 
set forward the all-absorbing greatness of Soidh Carolinaj 
these men act as a check u])on the better-disposed 
citizens. The more lamentable jiart is, that, forming a 
large portion of that si)ecies of beings known as bar-room 
])oliticians, they actually control^the elections in the city ; 
and thus we may account for the chai-acter of the 
hiciimbeuts of office, and for the tenacity with which 
those oppressive laws arc adhered to. Southerners, and 
more especially South Carolinians, trifle with the pro- 
])rioty of life, and set at defiaucc the fundamental rules 
of good order. Thus, they cannot be expected to give 
grave matters those weighty considerations which pix)- 
ducc conviction of their truths. The want of this is to 
be regretted in South Carolina, because a large portion of 
her ‘jjy)pulation act from a subservient and hireling will, 
without any collateral responsibility. 
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This almost incompatible conversation between a high 
sherifi* and two menial constables may to many seem 
inconsistent with the dignity that should be obsei’ved 
between such functionaries. Nevertheless, all restraint 
is not only annihilated by consent, but so prominently 
is this oaiTicd out, and so well understood by that 
respectable class of citizens whose interests and feelings 
are for maintaining a good name for the city and 
promoting its moral integrity, that, in all our conver- 
.sation with them, we never heard one speak well of 
those functionaries, or the manner in which the jioUce- 
regulations of the city were cari*ied out. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE .TANSON IN THE OFFING. 

AtTER several days’ suffering for want of water, and 
fatigue of labour, several of the crew were reported upon 
the sick-list. Manuel, who had home his j)ai*t nobly 
and cheerfully, was among the number; and his loss was 
more severely felt, having done a double duty, and 
succeeded, as far as the means were at ham^ in making 
everybo<ly on board comforfable. He had attended uj)oii 
those wlio gave up first, like a good nui-se, ready at the 
call, whether night or day, and with a readiness that 
seemed pleasure to him. From the captain to the little 
boy Tommy, his los. was felt with ix)gi*et; and the latter 
would often go into the forecastle where he lay, lean over 
him with a child-like simplicity, and smootli his forehead 
with his little hand. “ Mafluel! I wish poor Manuel 
was well!” he would say, and again he would lay his 
little hand on his head and smooth his hair. He would 
whisper encouragement in his ear; and, having learned 
a smattegng of Portuguese, would tell him how soon 
they would be in port, and what pleasant times they 
would have together. 

On the 2lBt they descried land, which proved 40 bo 
Stono, about twenty-five miles south of Charleston. 
Tommy announced the news to Manuel, which seemed to 
cheer him up. His sickness was erfdently caused by 
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fatigue, and his recovery depended moi’e upon rest and 
nourishuient than medical treatment. That night at tc'ii 
o’clock the wind came strong north-west, and drove the 
Jamon some distance to sea again ; and it was not until 
the morning of the 23rd that she made Chai’leston light, 
and succeeded in working up to the bar. Signal was 
made for a pilot; and soon a very line cutter-looking 
boat, PfdnidtOf No. 1,” was seen shooting out over the 
bar in the main channel. Manuel, somewhat recovered, 
had a few minutes before been assisted on deck, and, 
through the captain’s orders, was laid u|)on a mattress, 
stretched on the starboard side of the companion-way. 
By his side sat little Tommy, serving him with some 
nourishment. 

The boat was soon alongside, and the pilot, a middle- 
sized man, well dressed, with a frank, open countenance, 
mther florid and sun-stained, and a profusion of gold 
chain and seal dangling from his fob, came on board. 
After saluting the captain, he surveyed the weather¬ 
beaten condition of the craft, made several inquiries in 
i*egard to her working, and then said in a semg-froid 
manner, “ Well! T reckon you’ve seen some knocking, 
anyhow.” Then turning again and giving some orders 
in regard to getting more way upon her, he viewed the 
laborious working at the pumps, and, walking about mid¬ 
ships on the larboard side, took a sharp suryey of her 
waist. “ Don’t she leak around her topsides, captain 9” 
said he. 

lUceiving an answer in the affirmative, he gave a glance 
aloft, and then at the sky to windward; asked how long 
he had worked her in that condition, and whore he took 
^6 gale. ** lt*B a wonder she hadn’t swamped ye before 
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HOW. I’d a beached her at the fii'st point, if she’d bin 
mine ; I’d never stand at slapjnng an old craft like this 
on. 8ho reminds me of one of these down-east sugar-box 
ciufts wliat trade to Cuba,” he continued. Then walking 
.across the main-hatch to the starboard side, he approached 
the men who wci*e pumping, and, after inquiring about 
freeing her, suddenly caught a glimpse of Manuel, as ho 
lay upon the-mattress with his face uncovered. 

“ Heaveiis! What, have you got the yellow fever on 
board at this season of the year ?” he inquired of the mate, 
who had just come aft to inquire about getting some water 
fj’om the pilot-boat. 

" Wo, we’vt5 had eveiything else but the yellow fever ; 
one might as well bin on a raft as such an infei'pal unlucky 
old tub as she is. It’s the steward, sir; he’s got a touch 
of a fever, but he’ll soon be over it. He only wants rest, 
[joor fellow! He’s bin a bully at Avoik ever since the 
first gale. He’ll mend before Jjo gets to town,” was the 
reply. 

Ah ! then you’ve had a double close of it. It gives 
a fellow brinjer off them Capes once in a while. The 
steward’s a nigger, isn’t he ?” iiRjuired the pilot. 

. “ Nigger 'f not he!” said the mate. “ He’s a Portu¬ 
guese mixed breed j a kind o’ sun-seorched subject, like 
a good many of you Southerners. A nigger’s mother 
never had him, you may bet your ’davie on that. There’s 
as much wlite blood in bis jacket as anybody’s got, only 
them Portuguese are dark-lookin’ fellers. He’s no fool— 
his name’s Manuel, a right clever feller; and the o'v^tners 
thbik as much of him as they do of the skipper.” 

** Gammon !” said the pilot to himself. What would 
he think if we weio to show him some specimens of our 
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white niggers in Charleston 1” Anti turning, he walked 
past Manuel with a suspicious look, and took a jwsition 
near the man at the wheel, where he remained for some 
time fingering the seals of his watch-chain. The cai)tain 
had gone into the cabin a few minutes before, and, coining 
on deck again, walked toward the place where the pilot 
stood, and took a seat upon an old camp-stool. 

“ Cap,” said the pilot, ye’ll have trouble with that 
nigger of your’n when ye git to town. If you want to 

save yerself and the owners a d-d site o’ bother and 

expense, y’ better keep him close when y’ haul in, and 
ship him off to New York the first chance. I’ve seen 
into the mill, cap, and y’ better take a fiieml’s advice.*’ 

“ Niggey !” said the captain indignantly, “ what do they 
call niggers in Charleston? My steward’s no more a 
nigger than you arc !” 

“ What, sir ?” returned the pilot in a perfect rage. Do 
you know the insulting nature of your language ? Sir, 
if the law did not subject mo, I would leave your vessel 
instantly, and hold you jicrsonally responsible as soon 
as you landed, sir.” 

The captain, unconscicuis of the tenacity with which 
the chivalrom? blood of South Carolina held language 
that mooted a comj)arison of colours, considered his 
answer, but could see nothing offensive in it. 

You asked me a question, and I gave you a propei* 
answer. If you consider such a man as mj^ stewai’d— 
poor fellow !—a nigger, in your country, I’m glad that you 
are blessed with so many good men.” 

“ We polishes our language, captain, when we speak of 
niggers in South Carolina,” said the pilot. “A South 
Carolinian^ sir, is a gentleman all over the world. It 
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iloii't \v:»,ut nothin’ further than the name of his State 
to msui*e him i-esiicct. And when foreign folks and 
Northerners from them abolition States bring free 
niggers into South Cai’olina, and then go to comparing 
them to white folks, they better be mighty careftd how 
they stir about. South Oai’olina ought to’ve seceded 
last year, when she talked about it, and sent every 
Y^ankoo home to make shoe-i»egs. We wouldn’t bin 
insulted then, as we are now. I’ll tell you what it is, 
cap,” said he, rather cooling olf; “ if our folks was only as 
spunky as they were in eighteen hundred and thirty-two 
times, them fellers what come here to feed u])on South 
Carolina, put the devil in the hejids of the niggem, and 
then go home again, would see stars and feel builet-holes.” 

The captain listencMl to the julot’s original South 
Carolina talk, or, as the pilot himself had called it, 
polished language, without exhibiting any signs of fear 
and trembling at its sublime dignity; yet, finding that 
the ]>ilot had mi.scons^med the teiioi* of his answer, said, 
“You must have mistaken the intention of my reply, 
sir ; and the different msoiiier in which you appro¬ 
priate its import may he attribTitcd to a custom among 
yourselves,* which makes language offensive that has no 
offensive meaning. We neVer cany pistols or any such 
playthings in my country. Wc have a moral security 
for our livcs^ and never look upon death as so gixsat an 
enemy that we must carry deadly AveapoDs to defend it. 
In fact, pilot,” he said, in a joking manner, “they’re 
rather cumbei’some little bits for a feller’s pocket; I’d 
rather cany my supper and breakfast in my pocket. 
Now, tell ns, who do you call niggers in South 
(Jarolina ?” 
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“Why, captain, we call all what a’n’t white folks. 
Our folks can tell ’em righi sma/rt I They can’t shirk 
out, if it’s only marked by the seventeenth generation. 
You can always tell ’em by the way they look—^they 
cmH look you in the fobce^ if they are ever so white. The 
law snaps ’em u]) once in a while, and then, if they’re 
ever so white, it makes ’em prove it. I’ve known 
.several ca.ses where the doubt Avas in favour of the 
nigger, but he couldn’t prove it, and had to .stand aside 
among the darkies. Dogs take my skin, caj), if theren’t 
a Jew feller in town as white as anybody, and bis father’s 
a doctor. It got whis])ered round tliat lie was a nigger, 
and the boai*ders where Jie stayed raised a fuss about it. 
The nigger’., father had two of them sued for slander, but 
they proved the nigger by a quirk of law that’d make a 
volimie bigger tlian Blackstone; and instead of the old 
Jew getting .satisfaction, the judges, as a matter of 
policy, granted him time to pincure further proof to show 
that liis son wasn’t a nigger. It was a very well-con¬ 
sidered insinuation of the judges, but the young-uii 
stands about A 1 with a prime nigger-feller.” 

“ I should like to have ’em try me, to sec whether 1 
was a niggei’ or a white man. It must be a ffciny law,. 
* nigger or tw nigger.' If a feller’s skin won’t save him, 
what the devil will ?” said the captain. 

“ Why, show your mother and her .gene^tion were 
white, to be sure! It’s easy enough done, and our 
judges are all very lamed in such things—can tell in the 
twihkling of an eye,” said the pilot. 

“ I should think the distinguishing i>oints would be 
to show that their mother had nothing to do with a 
nigger. Do your judges make this a }>articnlar branch 
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of jluisprudeiice ? If they do, I’d like to know wliat they 
took for theii* text-books. If the intermixture is as com¬ 
plex as what you say, 1 should think some of the judges 
would bo afraid of ])assiiig verdict upon their own kin.” 

“Not a whit!” said the jn’lot; “they know enough 
for that.” 

“ Then yo\i admit there’s a chance. It must be an 
amusing affair, ’poii my soul! when a nice little female 
has to draw aside her veil before a court of very dig¬ 
nified judges, for the purpose of having her pedigree 
examined,” said the captain. 

Oh I the devil, cap; your getting all astray. A 
woman nigger never has the advantage of the law. They 
always go with the niggers, ha ! ha ! ha !” * 

“ But suppose they’re related to some of your big-bugs ; 
what then? Ai*e your authorities so wise and gene¬ 
rous that they make allowance for these things ?” asked 
the captain innocently. 

“ Oh, poh! there you’re sgain: you must live in 
Charleston a year or two, but you’ll have to be care- 
ftil at first that you don’t lall in love with some of our 
bright gaK and think they’re white, before you know it. 
It doesn’t^iatter seven copjiers who they’re got by, there’s 
no distinction among niggers in Charleston. I’ll put you 
through some of the bright houses when we get up, and 
show you ^mc scions of our aristocracy that are the 
very worst cases. It’s a fact, cap, these little shoots 
of the aristocracy invaiiably make bad niggers. If a 
fellow wants a real prime, likely nigger wench, he must 
get the Jmre African blood. As they say themselves, 
‘ Wherever Buckra-man bin, make bad nigger.’” 

‘ Well, pilot, I think we’ve had enough about mixed 
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iiiggors for the [)reseiit. Tell mo, do you really think 
they’ll give me trouble with my steward ] Ho certainly 
is not a black man, mid a better fellow never lived/’ 
inqiiin^d the cajitain caniestly. 

“Nothing else, ea]),*' said the pilot. “It’s a hard law, 
I fell y&it; and if our nierchants and business men had u 
say in it, 'twouldii’t last long. Yo can't pass him olf for 
a white man nohow, feu* the thing’s contrary to law^ tind 
pays so well that them <*ontemptiblo land-sharks of officers 
make all the fuss about it, and never let one pass. J ust 
take the infernal fees ofi* and nobody’d trouble themselv es 
about the stewards. It all goes into old Crimshaw’s 
jiocket, and he’d skb) a bolt-i’opc foi‘ the grease, and .sell 
the steward if he could get a chance. He has sold a 
much nearer I'elation. I’m down Uiuni the law, yon’ll 
•see, cap ; for T know it plays the dickens with our busi¬ 
ness, and is a, curse to the commerce of the port. Folks 
what a’n't acquainted with shipping troubles, and a ship¬ 
owner’s interests, tbink such things ai*e very small afiaii>'. 
But it’s the name that aifects us; and when an owner 
stands at every item in the disbui’sements, and a heavy 
bill for keeping his stewed, and another for filling his 
place, or board!iig-liouso accommodations, aift then be 
<leprived of his services, he makes a wry face, and either 
liegins t > tliink about another port, or making the mte 
of freight in proportion to the annoyance. ^ It has an 
efiect that wti feel, but don’t say much about. I’m a 
secessionist, but I don’t believe in running mad after 
poHtics, and letting our commercial interests suffer.” 

“But what if J prove my steward ain’t a coloured 
man T said the captaui; “ they surely won’t give me any 
trouble then! It would pain my feelings veiy much tv 
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see Manuel looked up in a cell for no crime; and then 
to bo depi'ived of liis services is more than 1 can stand. 
Ff I’d known it before, I’d suffered the torments of thirst, 
and put for a poi-t farther north.” 

‘‘.It’ll cost more than it’s w'ort.h,” said the pilot, 
“ Taki* my ]>laiii advice, caj); ncvfa try that. Our lawyei-s 
are lusty I'ellows upon fees ; and the feller'd rot in that 
old nuisance of a jail afore you’d get him out. The 
j)roce.ss is so slow and entangled, nobody’d know how to 
bring the case, and ev’iy lawyer’d hav<; an opinion of 
his own. But the woirt of all is, that it’s s<i unpopular, 
you can’t get a lawyer wcirth seven cents to undertake it. 
It would be as dangerous as an attempt to extricate a 
martyr from the burning Ibimes. Public* o)>inion in 
Charleston is contr<)lled by politicians ; ami an attempt 
to movt) in a thing so unpopular would be like a man 
attempting to sptiak with pistols and swor<ls pointed to 
his head.” 


“Then it’s folly to ask justice in yom* city, is it?” 
inquired the captain. According as I understand you, 
pilot, it seems to Ixi what 1 slioidd call the chieftain’s 
own—a wi'ong inaiiitaiiied amid domestic, danger, jmd 
continual for the benefit of a few office-holders. There 


must be a singular contrariety of party views among 
your people, and a wanton lack of jasticc with those 
who coutiol your free elections, if those whose interests 
are at stake dare not s}>OHk out and .assert their rights. 
The motives are not so much portrayed in your peculiari¬ 
ties as are your feelings. Your city must be a jja^ch of‘ 
ground peculiarly fair in this sunny region.” 

“ Nothin’ shorter; you English ha’nt no idee what a 
right smart .set of folks we have in town. Whenever we 
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shows fight, same as we did in thiity-two, we settles 
things with the Ginci’al Government in a jiify, and turn 
Congress into a vacated capital. Old Giii’ral Jackson got 
his pin-fithci's up one time ; hut he wam’t spunk enougli 
to jist step this ere side of Fort Sumpter himself.” 

“ Ah ! T see, I see!’’ returned the captain. “ Evei*) 
man i)lays his part well in high-sounding aspirations— 
that is to say, you are a great j)eople, and things ai’c* 
said smai'tly ; you play great i^arts on light complexions, 
measure darker ones by patrons, and perplex the brain 
with potent notions of common-place domestic life. It 
must be semi-sacred groiilid, preserve*! by chivalrous 
blood, lost some black footste 2 )s should ])rofane it. Sui>- 
pose our guacious Queen, good lady that aho is ! shouhl 
black her face, and come among you to view your paradise 
of freedom • would you lock her up ?” 

Captain, ycr |X}rfectly stubborn about miderstanding 
our politics; aiid ycr gettin’ away t’other side o’ the 
extremes. Jist let Queen Vic. come over here, we’d 
treat her like a right good gal, and show her round in a 
style she warn’t acquainted with in Buckingham White 
House. She’d get toted round by our big folks, and have 
the noi*th room of the President’s White House, just to jmt' 
her babies in, while she fliited romid Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and cum over to Carolina to sec about her loyal nigger 
subjects, what git locked up in spite on her,” rftumed the 
pilot, with a toss of the head, and an extra twirl of his 
long watch-chain. 

““Then, ii’ you would treat her so well, why not her loyal 
subjects ? You should remember the feelings of English¬ 
men, and the relation between sovereign and subject 
which that Government tenaciously holds. It is a modi- 
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fied monarchy, with more democracy of govemmciit than 
society, and keeps a watchful protection over its poorest 
subject. But your ^leoplc are generous, ain’t they ? and 
treat strangers with a courtesy that marks the character 
of every high-minded society?” 

“Yes; but society in South Carolina has nothing to 
do with the Isav ; oui* laws are gloriously ancient. I 
wish, cap, I could only open your ideas to the way our 
folks manage their own affairs. I’m opposed to this law 
that imprisons stewards, because it affects commerce; but 
then, our other laws are tip-toj). It was the law that 
our legislature made to stop fnje niggei*s fhjrri coming 
from the abolition States to destroy the affections of our 
slaves. Some say, the coiistniction given to if? and applied 
to stewjirds of foreign vijssels a’n’t legal, and wasn’t in¬ 
tended ; but now it’s controlled by j^ojmlar will. The 
stewards a’n’t legislators, and the judges know it wouldn't 
be popular, and there’s nobody dare meddle with it, for 
fear he may be called an abolitionist. You better take 
my advice, ca]); ship the nigger, and save yoiu’self and 
Consul Mathew the trouble of another fuss,” continued 
the pilot. 

“ That I’ll never do! I’ve made up my mind to try 
it, and won’t be driven out of a port l)ecause the people 
stand in fear of a harmless man. If they have any souls 
in them, alley’ll i-egard with favour a poor sailor driven 
into their'port in distress. I’ve sailed nearly all over the 
world, and 1 never got among a people yet that wouldn’t 
treat a shipwrecked sailor with humanity. Gitmious 
God! I’ve known savages to be kind to poor shipwrecked 
sailors, and to share their food with them. I can’t, pilot, 
imagine a civilisation so degraded, nor a public so lost to 
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ooiDiuou humanity, as to ill-treat a man in distress. 
We’ve said enough about it for the present. I’ll appeal 
to Mr. Grimshaw’s feelings, when I get to the eity j and 
I know, if lie’s a man, he’ll let Manuel stay on board, if J 
2 )ledge my honour that he won’t leave the craft.” 

“ Humph ! If you knew him as well as I do, you’<l 
save your own feelings. His sympathies don’t run that 
way,” said tlu^ pilot. 

The Jamon had now crossed the bar, and was fast 
approaching ITort Sumpter. Manuel had ovtjrheard 
enough of the conveivsation ttj awaken fears for his own 
safety. Rising from the mattress, in si manner indicating 
his feeble condition, ho called Tommy, and, wsilking 
forward, leaned over the rail near the fore-rigging, and 
inquired what the caivtsiin and the ^alot were talking 
about. Observing his fears, the little fellow' endeavoured 
to quiot liim by telling him they were Calking about bad 
sailors. 

“ I think it is me they are talking about. If they 
sell me for slave in (yharleston. I’ll kill myself before a 
week,” said be in his broken English. 

‘•'What’s that you say, Manuel?” inquired the first 
mate, as he came along, clearing up the decks with th<* 
men. 

“ Pilot tell captain they sell me for slave in South 
Carolina. I’d jumj) overboard ’fore I suffersaid 
he. 

“ Oh, poh! don’t be a fool! You ain’t among Pata¬ 
gonians, Manuel; you won’t have to give ’em log ibr 
your life. They don’t sell foreigners and outlandish men 
like you for slaves in Carolina—^it's only black folks what 
<9Ui’t doHie the’r words in plain English. Yer oopp^- 
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coloured hide woTildn'r be worth a sixjKUioo to u iiiggcr- 
tiuder—^not oven to old Norman Gadsden, that I’ve heard 
'em tell so much about in the Jdverpool docks. He’s a 
i*egiilar Jonathan Wild in nigger-dealing; liis iiaTiie’s 
like a liory dragon among tlui uiggcj’s all ove)- the South; 
and I Jiearri our skipper say oiicc*, wlnuj X sailed in a 
liner, that iiigge»*s in Charleston werii so ’fraid of hiui 
they’d run like young scorpions away from an old 
he-devil, when they saw him coming. Ho sells white 
niggei’s, as they call ’em, and black niggers—anything 
that tMuncs in his way, In the shaj)e ol* s;deiible folks. 
But he won't acknowledge the com when he goes away 
from home, and swears there's two Normiui Gadsdcns in 
(vUiarlaston; that Ik; an’t the one! Whei* a man’s 
ashamed of his name abroad, his trade must be \ciw bad 
at honio^or I’m no sailor,’’ said the Jiiate. 

“Ah, my boys !” said the pilot in a tpiiuzzical mauue)', 
as he came to wh(‘rc se-vei‘al of the men were getting the 
larboard anchor iva.iy to lot go, if old Norman 
Gadsden gets hold of vou, vou’re a gone sucker. A man 
what's g<jt a bad nigger has onl^ got to say Old Gadsden 
to him, and it’s eipial to tii'ty paddles* at the workhouse. 
They tell a pretty good steny about the old fellow. I 
don’t know if it’s true ; but the old fellow'^ rich now, and 

* The moilo gt' puiiisimioul most moilcru, and adopted in idl the work¬ 
houses and places of punishment in South Carolina, is with (ho paddle—a 
wooden instrument in the shape of a baker’s peel, with a blade from three 
to five inches wide, and from eight to ten long. This is laid on the pos¬ 
teriors— generally by constables or officers connected with the pwce. 
Holes are frequently bored ia the blade, which gives the application a sort 
of percussive eifoct. The pain is much more acute than with the cowhide; 
and several instances are known where a master ordered an amount of 
strokes beyond the endurance of the slavo, and it proved fatal. 
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he Joes just what lie pleases. It was that somebody 
found one of those little occasional droppings of the 
aristocracy, vciy well known among the secrets of the 
chivalry, and called foundlings, nicely fixed up in a 
basket: it’s among the secrets though, and mustn’t be 
told abroad. The finders labelled it, ‘ Please sell to the 
highest bidder,’ and left it at his dooi\ There was a 
fund of ominous meaning in tlie label; but Norman very 
coolly took the little hel[)ie.ss pledge under his chai*ge, 
and, with the good nursing of old Bina, made him tell to 
the tiine of two hundred and thii’ty, casli, ’fore he was 
two-year old. He went by the name of Thomas Nomian, 
the Christian division of his foster-father’s, according to 
custom. *The old follow laughs at the joke, as he calls 
it, and tells ’(mi, wlnm tliey stick it to him, they don’t 
understand the practice of making money. You must 
keep a bright look out for him, Manuel—^you’ll know 
him by the niggers nuining when they see him coining.” 

The pilot now returned to the quartci*, and commenced 
dilating upon the beauty of Charleston harbour and its 
tributaries, the Astley and Cooper Rivers j then u])on the 
prospects of fortifications to beat the LTnitcd States in 
the event of Soutli Carolina’s seceding and raising an 
independent sovereignty, coinjiosed of her best blood. 
The captain listened to his unsolicited and uninteresting 
exposition of South (Carolina’s prowess in*silence, now 
and then looking up at the pilot and nodding assent. 
He saw that the jiilot was intent upon astonishing him 
with his wonderful advancement in the theory of govern¬ 
ment, and the important }KJsition of South Carolina. 
Again he looked dumbfounded, as much as to acknowledge 
^(ihe: pilot’s profundity, and exclaimed, <*Well, South 
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Oarolbia iimst be a devil of a State ! everythiuj' seems 
captivated witii its greatness. I’d like to live in Carolina, 
if I didn’t get licked.” 

“ By scissors ! that yon Avonld, captain ; yon ha’n’t an 
idee what a mighty site onr people can df>, if they’re a 
mind to ! All South Carolina wants is her constitutional 
nghts, which her great men fought for in the Bevolntioii. 
We w'ant the freedom to pi\)tect onr Own rights and 
institutions—not to be insulted and robbed by the General 
Government and the abolitionists 1” 

‘‘ Do you j)r.actice, as a people, upon the same priiici}>les 
that you ask of the Gtmcral Government /” inquired the 
captain. 

“ Certainly, captain, as tar as it was inteiuTed for the 
judicious good of all white citizens !*' 

“Then you claim a right foi* the whites, but witlihold 
the right when it touches on the dark side. You’ll have 
to lick the Federal Gf»veriimcnt, as you call it; for they 
won’t cut the constitution up to suit your notions of black 
and whit(\'' 

“That's just the thing, ca])tmii; and we can do it just 
oj? eamf as we now protect our own laws, and exterminate 
the niggers what attempt insurrections. South Carolina 
sets an examjilo, sir, of honour and bravery that can’t be 
beat. Why, just look a-yonder, captain; the Federal 
Government owns this ’er Fort j|iim])ter, and they insulted 
us by building it right in our tiieth, so that they could 
command the harbour, block out our commei’ce, and 
collect the duties down here. But, captain, this don’t 
scare South Carolina nohow. Wo can show ’em two 
figures in war-tactics that’d blow ’em to thunder. Ye 
see yonder,’* said he, with an earnest air of satisfaction, 
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IKjiiitiiig fco the youth ; “that’s Morris Islaiui. We’d take 
Fort Moultne for a breakfast-spell, aiul then we’d put it 
to '«Mu hot and strong from both sides, until thc^yVl sur- 
r4iiider Fort Sumpter. Tliej^ eonldn't stand it from both 
sides. Vos, sir; they shut Fort Moultrie against us, and 
wouldn’t let us haA'o it to celebrate indejiondeneo in. 
There’s a. smouldoring flaim* in South (yandiiia that’ll 
burst forth 4me of these days in ii way that luiLst tciaeh 
the Federal Government some astonishing and exciting 
lessons. There’s ohl Castle Pinckney, sir. We (^ould keep 
it for a rc'seu've ; and with Geuei’dls Quatthdnim and Ooni- 
mander, fn»m George Town and Santee Swam]>, we could 
raise an army of Palnnd.t*) regiments that would whip the 
Pedei'al Govenin)eut, Iroop and giin-hoat.’’ 

We have given this singular oonv(a'sation of tbt; ])ilot 
with a strange captain, whu-h at the tinn.* was taken as 
an isolated (;aac of gasconade peculiar to thi* man ; but 
which the captain afterward found to harmonise in senti¬ 
ment, feeling, and expression with tht‘ geiicnil character 
of the jreople—^the only e.\.c<iptions being the ijolouiv'd 
IMiople. 
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CJHAPTEK VII. 

ARUIVAL OF TUE JANSON. 

Aboui’ tivo o’clock ou tho eveiiiug of the 2ih'(i, the 
’fmmm passerl Castle Pinckney, ran iip to the wharf with 
the flood-tide, let go her anchor, and commeuceil warping 
into the dock. Her condition attracted sundry piii*son.s' 
to the end of the wharf, who viewed lier with a sort of 
eonuniseration ■ that might have hcen taken for sincere 
feeling. I’be boaj'diitg-ollicor had received her pajiers, 
and rei)orted her charactcir- and condition, which had 
aroused a feeling of spocnlative curiosity that wa.>s 
;ih*eady heginning to spread among ship*carpenters and 
outfittfjrs. 

Oonspicuons among tliose gathered on the wharf wins a 
diminntivtj litthi dandy, with an olive-coloured frock-coat, 
black pants, embroi<ler<;d v<*st,*aiid an enormous shii*t- 
(iollar that endangered his eai's. This was secured around 
the neck with a fancy nockclotli, very tastefully set off 
with a diamond pin. He was very slender, with a 
narrow, feminine face, round pop-eyes—re(iuiriug the 
application of a pockot-ghiss every few minutes—and 
very fair complexion, with little jx)sitive expres.sioii of 
character in his features. His nose was pointed ; •his 
chin, projected and covered with innumerable little 
pimples, gave au irregular and mastiff-shaped mouth a 
f)eculiar expression. He wore a very highly-polished 
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and high-licel(.*d pair of boots, and a broad-brimmed, 
silk-smooth hat. He seemed very anxious to disi)lay 
the beauty of two diamond rings that glittered upon 
his delicate little fingers, made more conspicuous by the 
wristbands of his shii*t. Standing in a very conspicuous 
])hu;c upon the capsill of the wharf, ho would rub his 
hands, then running from one part of the wharf to 
another, ordering sundry iiiggei’s about making fast the 
lines, kicking one, and slapping another, as he stooiied, 
Avith his little hand. All ]mid rcs|)ect to him. The 
captain viewed him with a smile of curiosity, as much as 
to say, “ What important specimen of a miss in bi'oeches 
is that ?” But when the little fellow spoke, the secret 
was told. He gathered the inflections of his voice, as if 
he were rolling them over the little end of a thunderbolt 
in his mouth. As the vessel touched the wharf, he sprang 
to the corner, and cried out at the top of his voice, ‘‘ Yer 
to Ch'irleston, Captain Thom2)soii! Where did 
you get that knocking ? Where are ye bound for ? How 
many days are you out ? How long has she leaked in 
that way ?” and a strain of such questions, which it would 
be impossible to trace, subh Avas the rapidity with which 
he put them. The cajitain auswered him in accordance^ 
with the circumstances, and, siipijosiiig him clothed Avith 
authority, inquired where he should find some hands to 
work his imrnps, in order to relieve his men. “By 
Je-w-hu! captain, you must a had a piping time, old 
feller! Oh, yes! you want help to work your pumps. 
Get niggers, captain; there’s lots on ’em about here. 
They’re as thick as grasshoppers in a cotton-patch.” 

“ Yes; but I want ’em now, my men are worn out. I 
must get some Irishmen, if I can’t get others at once,” 
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said the captain, viewing his man again from head to 
foot. 

“ Oh, don’t employ Paddies, captain—’ta’n’t popular. 
They don’t belong to the secession party; Charleston’s 
overrun witli them and the Dutch ! Why, she won’t 
hurt to lay till to-morrow morning, and there’ll be lots 
o’ niggers down ; they can’t be out after bell-ring without 
a pass, and it’s difficult to find their masters after dai*k. 
Haul her up till she grounds, and she won’t leak when 
the tide leaves her. We can go to the theatre, and have 
a right good sujiper after at Baker’s or the 8 t. Charles’s. 
It’s the way our folks live. We live to enjoy ourselves 
ill South Carolina. Let the old wreck go to-night.” The 
little fellow seemed so extremely polite, and ^ anxious 
to ‘^do the genteel attention,” that the ca^itaiii entirely 
forgot the tenor of his conversation with the pilot, wliilc 
his feelings changed with the prospect of such respectful 
attention; and yet he seemed at a loss how to analyse 
the peculiar character ^-f his little, pedantic friend. 

“ You must not tliink me intrusivci, captain,” said he, 
pulling out his segar-pouch, and presenting it with a 
(ffiesterfieldian politeness. “ It’i^a pleasure we Carolinians 
tgke in being hospitable and attentive to strangers. My 

name, sir, is-! My niggers call me Master George. 

Yes, sn*! our family—^you have heard of my father, 
])robably, he belongs to one of the *best stocks in Cai‘0- 
lina—owns a large interest in this whfln*f, and is an 
extensive cotton-broker, factorsj we call them here—^and 
he owns a large plantation of niggers on Pee-Dee. You 
must visit our plantation, captain, certain! before you 
leave the city. But you mustn’t pay much attention to 
the gossip you’ll hear about the city. I pledge you my 



r4 MAISUEL PEREIRA. 

honour^ sir, it clout airiouut to anything, nor Iuih it any 
jprominent }>l;ico in onr society/’ 

Ucally, sir/’ replied tlie captain, “ I shall do myself 
the honour to accept of your hospitable kindness, and 
liopc it Jiifiy be my good tbrtune to reciprocate at some 
future da}. I’m only too sorry that oni‘ wrecked con¬ 
dition alfordsrae no oppoi’tuuity to invite you to my tabb* 
to-night; but the circumstances which you see everywhere 
j)res('nting themselvo.s arc my best a]iology.” 

“Oh, dear me ! don’t mention it, I pray, cai)tain. Just 
imagine yourself peidectly at home. We will show you 
what Southern hospitality is. We don't go upon the 
Yankee .system of Mr. So-mid-so and What-do~ye-c(ill~'nm. 
Our teelings are i]» keeping with our State pride, which, 
with onr extreme, sensibility of honour, forbids the coun¬ 
tenance of meanness. South Carolinians, sir, are at tlie 
veiy toj) of the social ladder—awake to every high- 
minded consideration of justice and light. We are not 
moved bv those morbid excitements and notions that so 
often lead p(*ople away at the North. Make no unneces¬ 
sary pi*eparatioii, CMjjtain, and I will do myself the honour 
tt> call upon you in an hoiir.” Thus saying, he shook his 
hand and left. 

The }»ilot had delivered his charge safe, and was abo\it 
to bid tlie captain good-bye for the night. Biit in order 
to do tlye tkhuj in accordance with an English custom, that 
apjiears to have lost none of its zest in South Carolina, he 
was iuyited into the captain’s cabin to take a little prime 
M Jamaica, Manuel, who had somewhat recovtjred, 
brought out the case from a private locker, and, setting it 
Wore them, they filled up, touched glas.ses, and drank 
the usual standing toast to South Carolina. “'Pilot,'’ 
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said the captain, “ who is my polite friend ?—^he aeems a 
right clever little fellow !” 

“ Well, captain, ^je’s little, but he’s first-rate blood, and 
a genuine sprig of the chivalry. He’s a devil of a seces¬ 
sionist, sir. If ye were to hear that fellow.makc a stump 
speech on States’ rights, you’d think him a Samson on 
Government. His father is the head of a good mercan¬ 
tile house hertj; ’twoiildn’t be a bad idea fco consign to 
him. -But T must bid you good-night, captaili; I’ll 
call and see you to-morrow,” said the pilot, leaving for • 
his home. 

The Jamon was hauled well up the dock, and grounded 
on the ebb-ti<le. Manuel prepai*ed supi>er for the officers 
and Crew, while the captain awaited the return of hw 
new accpiaintance. “Captain,” said Manuel, “ I should 
like to go ashoi'C to-night and t'lke a walk, for my bones 
ai*e sore, and Tm full of imins. J think it will do me 
good. You (don’t think anybody will trouble me, if J ^ 
walk peaceably along ?” ' 

“ Nobody would trouble you if they knew ypu, Maiuiel; 
but I’m afraid they would mistake you in the night. You 
had better keep shij) until morning; ifeke a *good rest, 
•and to-morrow will be ^ fine day—^yon can* th,en take 
some exercise.” y 

Manuel looked at the captain as if he’ read something 
.doubtful i^ his countenance, aiid turned away *with a ’ 
pitiful look of dissatisfection. Jt seems that, through his * 
imperfect knowledge of English, he had misconcrived the 
position of the celebrated Thomas Norman Gadsden, 
whom -he imagined to be something like an infbnul^l 
machine, made and provided by the good citizens of 
Charleston to catch bad niggers, ^ Nora-m» Gfazine no 
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catch-e cap-i-tau, if me go ashore, ’case me no maki; 
trouble in no part de world where me sail. Oh ! no, cap- 
i-tan, Manuel know how to mine d^ bisness,” said he, 
returning again to the captain. 

“Yes, yes, Manuel, but we can’t let the crew go ashore 
’till we get through the custom-house; you must content 
yourself to-night, and in the morning ’twill be all right. 
I’m afraid you’ll get sick again—^tho uight-air is very 
bad in this climate; old Gadsden won’t trouble you. He 
don’t walk about at night.” 

Manuel walked forward, not very well satisfied with 
the manner in which the captain put him off. The 
latter felt the necessity of caution, fearing he might in- 
fringft upoBf some of the municipal regulations that the 
pilot had given him an account of, which accounted for 
his refusal Manuel sat upon the main-hatch, fondling 
Tommy, and telling him what good things they would 
have in the morning for bi'eakfast, and how happy they 
ought to be that they were not lost during the gales, 
little thinking that he was to be the victim of a merciless 
law, which would confine him within the iron grates of 
a prison before the breaktast-hour in the morning. “ I 
like Charleston, Tommy,” said Manuel; “ it looks like one 
of our old English towns, and the houses have such 
pretty gardens, and the i)eople, they say, are all so rieh 
and live so fine. Tommy, we’ll have a long^ wfdk, and* 
look all around it, so that we can tell the folks when we 
get ^me. The ship owes me eleven pounds, and 1 mean 
to i^enome good things home for presents, to show what 
they have in South Carolina.” 

, ^^You better buy a young nigger, and take him home 

a curiosity to show among the Highlands. You can 
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buy a young Sambo for any price, just the same as you 
would a leg of mutton at the butcher’s; put him in a 
baud'hox, lug him across, and you’ll make a fortune in 
the north country. But I’d rather buy a young wife, 
for the young niggers are more roguish than a lot o’ 
snakes, and al’a’s eat their heads off afore they’re big 
enough to toddle. They sell gals here for nig^rs whiter 
than you are, Manuel ; they sell ’em at auction, and then 
they sell corn to feed ’em on. Cai-olina’s a great region 
of supersensual sensibility; they give you a wife of any 
colour or beauty, and don’t charge you much for her, 
providing you’re the right stripe. What a funny thing 
it would be to show the Glasgow folks a bright specimen 
of a bought wife from the renowned Statfe of South 
Carolina, with genuine aristocratic blood in her veins; 
yes, a pure descendant of the Huguenots !” said the mate, 
who was leaning over the rail whei'e Manuel and Tommy 
were seated, smoking a cigar and viewing the beautiful 
scenery around the harbour. 

“ Ah!” said Manuel, ‘‘ when I get a wife and live on 
shore, I don’t want to buy one—^it might be a dangerous 
bargain. ]\|^ht buy the body, but not the soul—-that’s 
God’s.” ' 
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CHAPTER Viri. 

A NKW DISH OF SECESSION. 

About a quarter |>ast eight o’clock in the evening, 
Master Greorge, as he called hiniself, the little pedantic 
man, came skipping down the wharf. As soon as he 
approached the hrig, ho cried out at the top of his voice, 
“ Captain ! captain!” 

The captain stej^ped to the gangway, and the little 
fellow, who had stoo<l crossing and working his fingers, 
reached out his hand to assist him tishore. This done, 
he took the captain’s arm, and, commencing a discourse 
u]X)n the wondei-fnl things and ]»eo])le of South Carolina, 
they wended their way to the Charleston Theatre. The 
company then performing ^was a small affair, and the 
building itself perfectly ^ filthy, and filled with an 
obnoxious stench. The play was a little jjjhrce, which 
the cai>tain had .seen to much perfection in his owrt 
country, and which required some effoH of mind to sit 
out its present mutilation. Yet, so highly pleased was 
Majiter Ceorge, that he kept up a succession tf applauses 
at every grimace made by the comedian, dad when 
the first piece was over, the captain made a motion to 
adjourn to the first good bar-room and have a jmneh. It 
was agi’eed, upon the condition that tho little man should 
" do the honour,” and that they should return and see 
the next piece out. The cajitaiii, of course, yielded to 
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the rejoinder, though it was inflicting a severe penalty 
upon his feelings. There was another piece to come yet, 
which the little fellow’s ap])etitc was as ready to devour as 
the first. The ca})taiii, seeing this, couTd not refrain from 
expressing his surprise. This was taken as a charge 
against his taste, and George immediately commenced a 
discussion iiijoii the subject of the piece, thfe intention 
of the author, and merits of the 2»riucipal performei's, 
whose proper adai»tation he admired. Q’he captain knew 
his subject, and, instead of contending in detail, advised 
him to take a peep into the theatres of New York and 
London. Not to be undone, for he was like all little 
men, wlio insist ujwn the jn’otoundness of their owri 
opinions, he asscited that it coidd be oiily*the different 
views which individuals entertained of delineating chai*ac- 
ter, and that the Charlestonians were 2)roverbially correct 
in their judgmemt of music and dnimatic performances. 

1 j)ity the judgment that would award merit to such 
a perfbimance as that,” said the ca2)tain. 

“How strange that you Englishmen and Scotchmen 
always jfind fault with everything wo Americans do! 
Your writers manifest it in *their books upon us, and 
• the people seem of necessity to co2)y from them, and 
echo their grumblings,” rejoined Master George. 

“ You judge from the common saying, instead of a 
knowledg^from observation, 1 fear,” said the captain. 

“ Lord, sir! you must not judge mo by that rule. 
Garcilinians, sir, always apjireciate intelligent strangers, 
for they always exert a healthy influence, and hever 
meddle with our institutions ; so, you see, it wouldn’t do 
to ‘follow the pestilent notions of petty scribblers, lest 
we should form wrong opinions.” 
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^‘But tell isaid the captain, you consider 

yourselves Americans in South Carolina?—the pilot 
must have led me astray.” 

“ Americans I yes, indeed, the true blood at that, and 
no man of ti|)-top judgment ever questioned it. But you 
must mark the difference; we haivCt Yankees, nor we 
don’t believe in their infernal humbuggcry about abo¬ 
lition. If it wasn’t for South Carolina and Georgia, the 
New-Englanders would starve for want of our cotton and 
rice. It’s the great staple what keeps the country to¬ 
gether ; and, as much as they talk about ifc, just take that 
away, and what would the United States be ? We South 
Carolinians give no symptoms or expressions of what we 
mean to do‘ that we cannot maintain. We have Ween 
grossly insulted by the Federal Government, but it 
dar’n’t come at us and just give us a chance at fair 
fight. We’d show ’em the thunder of the Palmetto, that 
they’d never trouble our sovereignty again. Captain, 
I pledge you my honour that if there wasn’t so many 
infernal Yankees in Georgia, and she’d follow our lead in 
secession, we’d just lick the whole North. Georgia’s a 
big State, but she ain’t pluck, and has no chivalry at all 
among her people. She allows such privileges to them 
Yankees—gives them power to control her manu&eturing 
interests; and this Is just what will uproot the founda¬ 
tion of their slave institution. Georgians a’n’j: a bit like 
us ; first, they are too plebeian in their manners—^have 
no bond of guardianship for their laws, and exert no 
restraints for the proper protection of good society. But, 
captain, their stock has a different origin, and the pecu¬ 
liarity which now marks oui' character may be traced 
to the offspring of early settlement. We derived our 
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chai’acter and sentiments from the Huguenots j they, from 
an uncharacterised class of coarse adventurers, whose 
lioiiesty was tinctured with penal suspicion. This, sir, 
accounts for the differences so marked in our cha¬ 
racter.” 

The little fellow pressed this kind of conversation in 
the lobby of the theatre, and at the same time took the 
very particular ]d(*asure of introducing the captain to 
several of the young bloods, as lie called them, while they 
walked to and from the boxes. At length the captain 
found himself in a pei-fect hornet’s nest, surrounded 
by vicious young secessionists, so perfectly nullified 
in the growth that they were already to shoulder 
muskets, pitchforks, and daggers, and to Tire pistols 
at poor old Uncle Sam, if he should poke his nose 
ill South Carolina. The jiicturc pi^esented was that 
of An unruly sot of children dedicating their opinions 
to a hoaiy-headed old daddy—accusing him of prag¬ 
matism, and threatening, if he was twice, as old, they’d 
whip him, unless he did as they directed. It was to him 
a mythic element, occupying as much place in his in¬ 
stinctive faculties as the mysteries of the heathen gods. 
In England, such instances of precocity would have been 
looked upon as extremely dangerous to the peace and 
ijuiet of a neighbourhood ; but in South Carolina it was 
valued as tli# most positive evidence of a growing bravery, 
that was to shine forth in the future fame of the State. 
Every stripling presented the war-spirit of a musketeer, 
before he had time to claim his independence of the pap- 
spoon ; and, fired with vengeance, pomp, chivaliy, and an 
ungovernable love of self-laudation, that held its conquest 
from the cradle to the grave, they seemed to have lost all 
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soiitiment tind jirinciple in that which builds tlie 
1‘haractei* of social goodness. Tlie knowledge of South 
Cai’oUnas power, and South Carolina’s difhciilties with 
tlie Federal Government, he found .so univei’sally set fai*th, 
as to foiTii the atmosphere of conversation in the parlour, 
the public-house, the school and the bar-room, the Iccture- 
room and the theatre. 

The little mail extended his invitation to a jiarty of 
the bloods. The captain was taken by the arms in a 
kind of bond fellowship, and escorted into Baker’s eating- 
saloon, a place adjacent to the theatre, and, to a man 
unaccustoraed to the things that are in Chai'leston, a vei*y 
rowdy place. This is con.sidered by Charlestonians one 
of the finest place.s in the Southern country ; where good 
suppers and secession (tA^ fdl-eagrossing auhjeds with 
(jfho/rf-esf.fmia'iis) fonii the only important clement of con¬ 
versation. It may be set down as a fact that, among 
seven-tenths of the jHiOple of Charleston, the standard 
of a gentleman is measured according to his knowledge 
of secession and his ability to settle the question of hot 
su]q)ers. We say nothing of that vig<irouB patriotism so 
often manifested in a long string of fulsome toasts that 
disgrace the columns of the Merewry mid Courier. 

At Baker’s, the place was literally crowded with all 
kinds and chameters, graded from the honourable judge 
down to the pot-boy—a pot of courtesy and compa- 

nioiLship onl^ exhibited in England on the near approach 
of Sections. The reader may think tliis strange, but we 
can assure him that distinctions are strangely maintained ; 

P ixclusive arrogance being observed in piivate life, 
e a .too frequent and geneml resort to liai'-rooms has 
istablished plebeianism in public. Voices were sounding 
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at all pai-ts of the counter; and for as many different 
voices as many different mixtures were named. The 
captain received u great many introductions, and almost 
as many invitations to drink ; but the little man, Master 
Cleoi’ge, claimed the exclusive honour, and, keeping an eye 
wide awake, took the advantage of his own dimensions, 
and bt'gan working his way tlirough a banicade of bodit's 
and elbows until he had reached the counter. His jmrty 
followed close at Ids heels. All together, they called for 
cocktails, smashes, toddies, cobblers, juleps, and legiti¬ 
mates. These dis[)Osed of, the comjiaiiy repaired to wliat 
is called a “ box iipstaii’s.” Seai-cely stiated, Master George 
rang the bell with such violence that ho disjointed the 
cord and tassel, and gave such an alai’iii that thi’ce or 
fouj' dai'kies came poking their alarmed ooimtenances 
thi-ough the cuitaijis at once. 

There’s nothing like making the fellows mind; they’ve 
got so infernal indepeiideJit liere, and old Tom thinks so 
much ol' his yomig wife, tliat his niggei-s have begun to 
imitate him. One’s enough at a time!” said Master 
George, with all the importance of his cliaraeter. A 
bright boy,” with his liair nicely parted on the middle 
of his Inad, and frizzed ^for the occasion, made a polite 
bow, while the others retiivd. 

'‘What liave you choice for supper to-night^ We 
want someydiig rijjc lor the palate—none of your leav¬ 
ings, now, you infernal nigger, and don’t tell us noni‘ of 
your lies.” 

“ Birds, sir, grouse, woodcock, pai*tridgc, caiivas-bjicks, 
and quails ; meats, venison, and oysters, master—did up 
in any shape what the gentlemen wish. Wines, Ac., if 
th^ want,” replied the servant, without any of the negi*o 
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dialect, at the same time making a low bow to Master 
George. 

“ Name it! name your dishes, gentlemen! Don’t be 
backward. I suppose his birds are, as usual, without age 
to flavour them. It’s perfectly heathenish to eat birds as 
they are served here ! We never get a bird here that is 
sufficiently changed to suit a gentleman o’ taste; their 
beef’s tough, and such steak as they make is only fit for 
shoemakers and blacksmiths. I never come into the place 
but I think of ray journey in France, where they know 
the style and taste of a gentleman, and things are served 
to suit your choice.” Thus our little friend continued 
his connoisseur remarks, to give the captain a particular 
idea of his proficiency in the requisite qualities, ago, and 
time of keeping necessary to make the adjuncts of a 
supper fit for a gentleman. D— me ! wo don’t know 
when edibles nre choice, and the Yankees ai*o perfect 
brutes in these things, and have no more taste than a 
cow. Our folks ought to all go to France for a year or 
two, to Icam the style of cooking. It’s perfect imu'der 
to eat a bird the very day after it’s killed. Yes, sir! 
no man that considers 'his stomach will do it,” said 
George. „ 

The servant waited imj^atiently—^the captain rubbed 
his eyes, and began to pour out a glass of water; 
and dryly said he’d no choice, which wag r^ponded to 
by the rest. It was left to Master George, and he 
ordered a bountiful supply of grouse, partridges, oysters, 
and ^champagne of his fovouritc brand—none other. There 
-vvl^iaiso a billiard-room, reading-room, a room for ^mr€ 
,'iinfortant gambling, and a bar-room, up-stairs. All these 
were well filled with very well-dressed and very noisy 
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people ; the latter being a very convenient place, the 
party sent to it for tipplers to fill up time. 

This is but a small portion of what constitutes life in 
Charleston, captain. We live for living’s sake, and don’t 
stand upon those blucskin theories of tempei’ance and re¬ 
ligion that Yankees do, and blame the father of genera¬ 
tions for not making the world better. I never saw one 
of them that wasn’t worse than we Southerners before) 
he’d been in Charleston a year, and was perfect death on 
niggei*s. Ye.s, sir, it’.s only the extreme goodne.ss of the 
Southern people’s hearts that makes the nigger-s like them 
so. I never saw a Northerner yet that wouldn’t work his 
niggers to death in two years. D—me, sir, my servants 
all love me as if I was a prince. Have you ever been in 
Franco, sir ?” said he, suddenly breaking off. The captain 
I'eplied in the affirmative. 

“ Ah! then you can speak French ! the most polished 
language to refined society. I wouldn’t part with luy 
French for the world. All the first families in Charleston 
ai*e familiar with it. It’s the modern gentleman’s cart- 
hlaiiclie to society here. There’.s no language like it foi* 
beauty and flexibility; but one "must go to France and 
learn to acquire its grace ^nd ease,” said he, in rapid suc¬ 
cession, rolling out his words in imitation of a London sprig 
of the Inner Temple, and working his little mastiff mouth. 

“ No, sir,” maid the captain quaintly. “ I never stopped 
long enough in France to get hold of the lingo.” 

“ Grod bless me, what a mi.sfortune ! and can’t sj^eak it 
yet, eh 1 Wky, captain, if you wanted to court a peSUc 
wiOflJinoseKe, you’d be in a sad fix—she wouldn’t under¬ 
stand what you were talking about, and would take your 
love-pledges for gammon.” 
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Youre mistaken there, iiiy good fellow. Love grows 
on trees in Franco, and a Frenchwoman can see it before 
you begin to tell her about it !” retorted the captain^ 
wdiich brought a Good! good ! hit him again !” from the 
whole j)arty. At tliis, Master Oeorge commenced reading 
the captai)i a disquisition ujion the host mode of acquiring 
the French language. Supper was brought—^in old Tom 
Bakers best iloiirish—and the party begun to discuss its 
merits with great gusto. What the little chivalrous 
fellows lacked in phy.sical dimension they made up in 
patidotio .sentiment in behalf of the grand sovei*eignty of 
South Carolina, which they continued to pour out until 
a late hour, every man backing his sayings by the autho¬ 
rity of th«j giwit Calhoun. 

As wo have said before, the primary topics of conver¬ 
sation in Charie,ston arc secession and suppers. Ou this 
occasion it wa.s personified to the charm, with the excep¬ 
tion that the latter I'ather took the lead ; and such was 
the spirit of the controvei*sy. that the little bloods 
became excited, and those who could not HUj)port the 
]X»int of thr‘ir argument by reasoning, or by reference to 
Mr. Calhoun's undonialJle authority, resorted to j)roofM 
mc>re striking. Such a dialogy.c of the great question,” 
the balance of power—^tbe final event, the construction 
of an indejKsndent sovereignty—abstract reasoning upon 
the L'ter<».l and constitutional intorprotati^i of .sundry 
clauses in tlie great Constitution—^the Southern Congress, 
and the Soutltem confederacy—the adoption of th (3 leading 
mfnds of South Carolina to he the ruling head of such 
a confederacy; or in the event of the other Southern 
JMiates not submitting to her lead, to set up a sovereign 
principality with either Quattlehiim or Commands for 
the monarch. 
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The captain .sat esiting away, and seeming more di.s- 
posed to enjoy the ]>hysical consolation of his siipi)er than 
to elevate his ideas upon South C'arolina'.s politics. In 
fact, it was a strange controversy before a stranger; for 
he knew as little of its meainng us he did of Greek, and 
was very harmless in his questions with regard to the 
]K*euliar institutioji. What he had seen fully satisfied 
him that they wore like a people excitotl by the approach 
of an tmemy, charged to the teeth, threatening tortui*e 
and death, and sending forth cliariots of fire to fore¬ 
warn the sentinels upon the watcli towers of their 
intention—like a city in dread, awaiting the tap of the 
watchman’s baton. And during his long stay in 
Charleston, he never had retison to change tlfts opinion. 
Though a hardy mariner, little acquainted with the dry 
rhetoric of politicians, he saw the weakness that struggled 
with itself) and which needed no searching spirit of 
inquiry to solve its anprofitable j»voblem.««. Hence, he 
acted the wiser part, and would iiod as.sent to their 
many references to his opinions. 

“ Now, captain,” said Master George, in a very serious 
after he ha<l heeu striking his hand upon the 
marble table for more thau an hour to eonfirm the points 
of his reasoning, ‘*what is your opinion of the great 
question at issue between the Federal Government and 
South Carolina? And what do yon think of the Old 
Dominion 1 how will she stand upon the test-question ?” 

The poor captain looked confounded—took another 
oyster, and began to get his mouth in a fix, while liltle 
George worked his fingers through his nice curly hair, 
and the young bloods awaited the rejoinder with anxiety. 

“Really, sir, you have the advantage of me in your 
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question. It is so much beyond my profession that I am 
entirely ignorant of the subject—^therefore could not 
give an opinion. In truth, sir, I do not know th(‘ piu’- 
poiii of the question. It has given me pleasui'e and 
information to listen to your conversation, and the 
ability you displayed in argument j but, as a stranger, I 
could take no 2»ai-t,” replied the captain very sincerely. 

Not content with this, Master George wished to be 
more direct. “ It’s the right of secession, captain—^the 
power to maintain the right by the constitution.” 

“ Probably ; but may I expose my ignorance by in¬ 
quiring what is meant by secession, and to what it is 
applied so frequently ?” inquired the captain. 

Oh, lUarder, captain ! have you never hcs^ird of nulli¬ 
fication times ? Well, sir, you must be j)osted on the 
affairs of our Government.” So he commenced an 
analysis of nearly an houi’ long, and in it gave some 
astonishing accounts of the wonderful statesmanship of 
Calhoun, Butler, and Khett, tapering down with a per¬ 
fect fire-and-thunder account of the military exploits of 
General Quattlebum and Captain Blanding. The captain 
begun to stretch and gape, for he laboured under the 
fatigue of a perilous voyage, and repose was the only 
sovereign remedy. He felt that the limits of ijropriety 
were entirely overstepped, and that he would have reason 
to remember the first night spent with littje George the 
secessionist. Thei*e was the engraven image of pojmlar 
thought worlung itself upon youthful enthusiasm, and 
deiltroying those sublime inspirations to human action 
vM^make man the noble and generous being, walking 
4 ^ iiii^ ways of goodness, and living that others may live 
and^ happy. This the captain did not fail to observe 
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ill that frivolous waste of words which characterised every 
South Carolinian he met, and that war-spirit wliich was 
fast overgrowing all national fooling. Now, the captain 
was an honest, sound, clear-minded Scotchman, who loved 
his country as one glorious object claiming his undivided 
affection. To nurture sectional prejudices was something 
he had always looked upon as scarcely woi-thy a French 
washerwoman; and to assume a refractory attitude and 
threaten to whij) old Mrs. Federal was absolutely incom¬ 
patible with his notions of loyalty, which he expressed 
pretty freely. 

The captain felt as if ho was a faint shadow ready to 
vanish before the Roman eloquence of little George, 
whom ho began to look upon as a phenomena looming up 
before him immeasurably beyond his dimensions—and pre- 
sciwed his gravity as the light of character reflected 
through the intorinixed tenor of his discourse. Nor was 
he mistaken in his c'^ nclusions, though he looked upon 
them as a happy set of little fellows with Mosaical notions, 
created and adapted to ages that had passed. They were, 
as we have said before, the mythio legends of South Caro¬ 
lina, indicating the prevailing longings and imaginings of 
the mind, and strongly pointing to an iiUperfect state of 
civilisation, marked by slavery only. 

“ But, captain, my dear fellow ! I see you don’t under¬ 
stand our position yet. We’ve been insulted; yes, most 
rascally insulted by the Federal Government, and they 
keep it up every year. We can’t get our rights. Oh, 
no, sir, there’s no such thing in the knowledge of flie 
Federal officers as justice for South Carolina; and you 
must understand, captain, that she is the greatest State 
in the tTnion, and there ain’t nothing like her peo];>le for 
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braveiy. The political j)ower’s got North auil West, the 
old Constitution is being dissected to suit the aboli¬ 
tionists, and they’re drawing the cordon iiround us tUsttjr 
and faster ; and they’re now out like a wari'ior boldly tt) 
the conquest, sounding their voices in the halls of (Con¬ 
gress, appealing to human and divine power to protect 
their nonsense, and bidding dctiancc to our constitutional 
rights. Our slaves arc our propei'ty, j)rotected by the 
law of Ood—by that insjhrcd and snpcrhinnan wisdom 
that founded our gi*eat and glorh}us constitution. Yes, 
sir ! it was aii institution entailed upon us by our fore- 
fathens ; and a wise Providenccj has proviiled proj)Gr laws 
by wliich we shall protect and see these |)oor miserable 
devils of ‘helpless slaves, that can’t tsikc care of them¬ 
selves, straight tlirough.” 

But how docs this alfoct you and the Federal Govern¬ 
ment r inquired the captain. 

“Why, sir, most directly!” rci>lied Master George, 
screwing his mouth, and giving his head a very leai’ued 
attitude. “ Directly, sir 1 The Federal Government is 
acquiescing in every abolition scheme that is jmt forward 
})y that intriguing Northern compact for the establish¬ 
ment of new governments in the territories. She is 
granting unconstitutional piavi leges to designing politicians, 
whose chief aim Ls to uproot our domestic institution and 
destroy the allegiance of the slave to his master, by which 
the slaves would be cast upon the world unprotected, and 
we disarme«l of ])ower to protect them. Ah! sir, I tell 
ydii, of all fruits of the imagination , that would be the 

most damnable, and the slave would be the sufferer. It 

% 

, would be worse for him, poor fellow ; it ^ould be an 
abuse of human power without precedent. Bo far as 
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])olitical jiowcr is concerned, we are nearly disarmed. The 
influx of ]i()|)ulation finds its way into the opened avenues 
of the North and West; and, with opinions predisposed 
against onr institutions, and the contaminating influence 
standing ready with open arms to embrace the great cur- 
rtnit, wlifit can we exj^cct ? It’s the increasing power 
made l)v foreign influx that’s giving tone to our Govern¬ 
ment. If our Southern Cou\(nition stand firm, we are 
saved ; ])ut I’m fearful thci'e’s too many doubtful shadows 
in it that won’t stainl to the gun. That’s 'what’s always 
j)layed the, devil with us,” said George, striking his hand 
upon the tabic. “ There’s no limitation to their inter- 
]>ositions, and tlndr rt^solvcs, and their adjoui’uincnts, 
which don’t come u]) to my prineijdes of makiftg the issue, 
and standing to the question Avith our coflins on our 
backs. These condtiseensions of thought and feeling arise 
from tin; misconceived notions ol’ a few, who are always 
ready to j<»in, but m vcj’ willing to march to action, and 
must not be taken as a sj)eeimen of South Carolina 
bravery. The Federal Covernment has become vicious, 
and even jaicrilc, toward South (Jaroliua ; and since the 
herculean j)ower of the great Oalhoiin is gone, it treats 
\is like a semi-barbarous ^iid secluded people, mistaking 
our charact(;r. But we’ll leaim the Federal Government 
a lesson 3mt. When power is reposed in the faith of a 
llepubliean^majority and its power is to wield the for- 
times (>f a great couritiy, one portion of it becomes 
subject to every theoretical change of the other. This is 
shown in the local distinctions of onr Republic, wfiich 
have entirely too much latitude. States arc distinctive, 
and, according to their internal institutions, requii-e 
difl’erent qualifications of government. This, sir, is the 
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liberal manner in which we Southern Cl's look upon 
matters of govei iinient, and we hold that no compact of 
persons in one section should esti’ange the local power of 
another; for it can adopt measures b(;st suited to its own 
government. They ask us how we could i>rotect ourselves 
if we seceded ; and they tell us that Queen Victoria 
would send an armed force over here to libcmtc our 
slaves. jMow, 1 tell you, caj)tain, Queen Victoria knows 
better than that; and if she’d just come and live on one 
of our ricc-))lantations a twelvemonth, she’d lind niggers 
’tarnal perplexing rats—not a whit like her subjects. 
The kingdom of Great Britain an’t notliing to manage 
to what a plantation o’ five hundred niggers is—she’d 
soon find that out, and wish herself at home taking care 
of lier fat babies. I don’t reckon how Uncle John Bull 
would ever think o’ lickbi om' State for free niggers. 
He’d soon get used to niggerism, and do as our keen 
traders do with free niggers—^luh ’em off! run ’em 
off!” 

** Do not your legislators make laws for your govern¬ 
ment 1 or, how is it that you express such a restive dis¬ 
satisfaction ? Do not the same laws which govern you 
govern the whole of the Slave States ?” 

Little Geoi’ge had previously monopolised all the con¬ 
versation, but at this juncture five or six voices broke out, 
each fired with a reply to the captain’s question; and yet 
the answer was of the same old stamp : What South 
Carolina had done—how she had fought and gained the 
MeStican war—how she was interested in slaves, and how 
she yet feared to strike the blow because a set of mere 
.adventurers had got the power to vote iu her elections, 
and cowards through them had got into the legislature. 
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“ Why, geutlumoii, listen to lue in this pailiicalar. 
If-” 

“ Your oystei’s are getting uold, George,” intermpted a 
blof)(l at his left rather facetiously. 

I claim the res|Hict due a gentleman, sir ! A 8outh 
Carolinian will transgress no rules of etiquette,” said 
George, grasping Ids tumhlei* in a |)assionate manner and 
smashing it upon the marble slab, (iausing a sudden eimute, 
in the camp. ‘‘ Order ! order ! oixler !” was sounded from 
every tongue. “ You mustn’t be afeevrd, captain,” said 
one of the }>arty. This is perfectly {South Carolinian— 
just the oscillating of the champagne ; it won’t last long.” 

The noise was more loud than ordinary, and brought a 
score of jxjoplc around to hear the trouble. "George had 
got in liigh dudgeon, and it took several jiersons to hold 
him; Avhile the remainder, not excepting the captain, 
were engaged in a pacification. The scene was very extra¬ 
vagant in folly j and, through the kind interposition of 
friends, the matter was settled to the honourable satis¬ 
faction of both parties—the question was called for—the 
captain called for a legitimate, rubbed Ids eyes, and little 
George proceeded. “ If my friend Thomas Y. Simmons, 
gun., had been elected to the Legislature, he’d altered the 
position of things in South Carolina. All these corrup¬ 
tions would have been exposed, and the disparity of party 
would hav^ dwindled into obscurity. Every true Caro¬ 
linian voted for him to the hilt, but how was he defeated ? 
Gentlemen, can you answer? It will he a favour highly 
gi’atifying to me to hear your opinions I” A voictf an¬ 
swered, “ Because he wasn’t big enough !” “ .No, sir,” said 
George, “ it was because there was intrigue in the party, 
and the Yankee influence went to put him down. The 
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world’ll hear from him yet. He’s my j)articular friend, 
and will stand in the halls of Congress as great a states¬ 
man as evei* lisped a political sentiment.” 

George’s account of his particular friend, Tliomas Y. 
Simmons, jun., was so extravagant, and in>t having heaitl 
of him before, the captain’s curiosity was aron.sed t(» know 
who he was ami where he resided. We will not tax the 


reader with Gcorgt' s wondcrtul memoir of his friend, but 
inform him that ^'little Tomm}/ Simnixjvs," as he is 
usually styled in Charleston, is an exaci )»attern of Master 
George, with the exception of his month, which is straight 
and regular ; and if we may be allowed to condescend to 
the extremes, we should say that the; cordwainer had done 
moi*e for his heels. Otherwise, no ilagiieiTeotype could 
give a counterpai’t more correct. Tommy is a vciy small 
meniher of the Charleston har, who, though he can seldom 
be seen when the court is crowded, makes a great deal of 
noise without displaying powei* of eliiciilation or legal 
abilities, yet always acquitting himself clevci’ly. Tommy 
wa.s little George in two 2 >ai*ticulai*s—he had .studied law 
and was a great secessionist ; and if (xcorge had never 
practis(!d, it was only from inclination, which, he asserted, 
arose from a humane feeling which he never could ovei'- 
come—that lie never wished to o])])ress anybody. But 
the greatest contrast that th(i roadci' can jnctnre to hira- 


niercly 


self between mental and physical objects exif^ted between 
Tommy’s ii.spirjttions and the physical man. His mind 
was big enough, and so was his selt-confidcncc, to have 
led *1,110 Assyrian and Chaldean army against the Hebrews. 
To this end, and to furthcjr the formula of his statesman- 


whip, no sooner was he twenty-one, and the comer just 
turned, than he sounded his war-tnimjiet—secession or 
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death !—iiiuuiiteil the rest mm and stvumpd it” to sound 
the goofhiess and gi’eatness of South Of^olina, and total 
annihilation to all unbelievers in iiulliiication. It was 
like Jonah ami the whale, (ixecpt the swallowing, which 
spunky Tommy promisijd should be his office if the Fedei'al 
Government tlidu’t toe the mark. Yes, Tommy was a 
candidate for tht? Legislature, and for the Southern Con- 
gi’css (which latter was exclusively t;hivah’ous) ; and the 
reader must not be siirjji'ised when wc tell him that he 
lacked but a few votes of being (dected to the former. 
Such wjis th(> voice of the Gharleston district. 

Supjicr had been discussed down to the fragments, and 
all expresstjd their satisfaction of the quantity, and declined 
any imu’o ; ])ut George called for another bottle of cham- 
imgne, and insisted that the party should take a painting 
glass. The servant had begun t<i extinguish the lights— 
a .sui*e sign that the success of the bar was ended foi‘ the 
night. George reprimanded th(‘. negro; the sj[)arkling 
beveragi* was brought, glasses filled up, touclmd, and 
dmnk with the standing toast of South Carolina. A 
motion to adjourn was made and seconded, and the jjarty, 
■feeling satisfied with their evening’s recreation, moved oft' 
‘accordingly. 
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A FEW POINTS OF THE LAW. 

In Charleston such an ailjoiirnmeTit at a liar-room <«• 
an eating-house, when jiaHies are enjoying what is termed 
a “ pleasant occasion,” <loes not mi'aii an adjournment to 
the domestic fireside ; nor aj’e the distinctions between 
manied and single men regarded, though domestic attach¬ 
ments may be considered as governing the thoughts and 
feelings. The jiractical definition of sucJi an adjournment 
means to some place whei’e beauty secludes itself to waste 
in shame. 

The jiarty descended into the lower bar-rooin, which, 
though rather thinned, presented a picture of characters 
stimulated to the totteriug-jioint. A motion liad been 
made, and strongly seconded, to visit the voluptuous house 
of a certain la<ly, which it is c(^nsidered a stranger has 
not seen Charlestoi\ until he has visited. The captain re¬ 
monstrated against this, assuring the party that he must 
go to the slii]!, and needed rest. Again and again they 
insisted, setting forth the charms and the bc'uity of the 
denizens j but he as often declined in the most positive 
manner. Unahle to move him in his resolution, one by 

4 

one hegaii to give him a heai*ty shako of the hand and 
bid him good-night, leaving little Master George to the 
exclusive honour of seeing him home. 

Standing in the ceuti’e of the room, sunminded by five 
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or six persons, well dressed, but very weak iu the knees, 
was a portly-lookiiig gentleman, with very florid counte¬ 
nance, keen <lark eyes, and atpiiline nose, which he fre¬ 
quently fingei’ed. There was an air of I'especjtability 
ab(jut Ih'to, though his eountenauco was not markcid with 
any particularly proinineiit feature to distinguish him 
from the oi'dinary class of respectable men. Ho sjM)ke 
well, yet without taste or discrimination in his language ; 
wnis rather bald and grey, with small head and low per- 
eej>tive powers; an<l judging from the i)artioular tone of 
his voice and the cant terms he used, we should think he 
had fignr(‘d among the Kentucky horse-traders, or made 
stump-speoches in Arkansas. His dims was inclined to 
the gaudy. He wore a flashy br(jwn-eolourc(t frock-coat, 
wuth thei collar lai<l very far back, a foppish white vest, 
exposing his shirt-bosom nearly down to the waistbands 
of bis pants, which W(;re of grey strijxjs. But the more 
fanciful jiortions of his dress were a large and costly fob- 
chain, which hung vfcry low, and suji})oi‘ted an immense 
seal containing a glistening stone, which he seemed very 
fond of dangling with his left hand. Attached to this was 
a very prominently disjilayed black ribbon, answering the 
purpose of a guard-chaiii,iand laid with great contrasting 
care over the bosom of his shirt. Thia^ with a necker¬ 
chief of more flashy colours than Joseph’s coat, and a 
late style Jiarisian hat, witli the rim very exquisitely 
turned up on the sides, make up our man. 

He was discu.ssing politics, with a groat many sensible 
sayings, though nothing like close i*casoning ; and, strange 
as it may seem, he was strongly opposed to the rabid 
views of several staggering secessionists, who surrounded 
him, and advocated the views set forth in convention by 
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Mr. Butler. W e reiruirked this iiioro pai’ticularly, for it 
was about the only instance wo witnessed of a public Juan 
being inde])endent enough to denounce tlie faiiatieisiii of 
secession. A more amusing scene than that j)re.seiited )>y 
the attitudes—the qiiestioijs in regard to South Carolina 
licking the Federal Government—the strange poni]^)— 
ribald gasconade, and high-sounding chivalry of the 
worthies, cannot bo imagined. They wej-e in a perfect 
(ixtasy with themsehes and South Carolina, and swore, 
let whatever come, they were ready to meet it. 

Little Master George seemed very anxious that the 
captain should become acquainted with him, and com¬ 
menced giving him a monstrous account of his dis¬ 
tinguished‘abilities. “And that’s not all !” .said George ; 
“ he’s 3iot fuily one of the greatest chai’actcrs in Cliarleston, 
or [)erha|)s the State, but'he’s a riyht yood /dlon'.’' 

We will interrupt, by informiiig the reader that he was 
one of the yood fdlows —a Jiumerous family in Charleston— 
who nev'cr use fine instruments when they select their 
company; and pay a large amount of worthy tribute to 
the Ihpior-dealers. There is no discnininating latitude? 
attached to the yood fdlow family, for it.s members may 
be found with alike gratifying inclinations, from the 
highest aristocracy to the m^gro population. 

“ That, sir, is Colonel S-e ; belongs t(? one of the 

first families, six*. He can beat old Pettigrq,, all hollow ; 
his eloquence is so thrilling that he always reminds me of 
Pericles. Ho can beat little Thomas Y. Simmons, juii., 
all to pieces—^make the best stump speech—address a 
public assemblage, and rivet all their minds—can make a 
jury cry quicker than any other man—can clear the worst 
criminal that ever committed ci*ime; and he’s good- 
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hearted to(j—can draw the most astonishing coinjjarisons 
to coufoiiiid the luiiids of stupid jurors, and make them 
l>cli(‘Vii the d—dost nonsense tlnit ever man invented. 


Yc'i, sir, when ho makes a speech, eveiyhody goes to hear 
him ; for he sayswliat he pleases, and old Judge Withers, 
whose will is as arbitrary as Julius Ciesar’s, ami has got 
the obstinacy of Tom Boyce’s mule, dar’n’t afctcm]>t to 
c;ontrol the tenor of his plea. And he can tell the best in¬ 
vented story of any man in town, lie cleiired the villanons 
Doctor Hines once upon tlie colour of his pantaloons.” 

(reorge wait«!d imjKitiently for the end of the political 
controversy, determined to introduce his friend to the 
colonel. soon had an o]i))ortunity ; for the colonel, 

Hnding himself be.set by a set of uni*easou?ible seces¬ 
sionists, made a sweejjing declaration. “ Gentlemen,’' 
said he, “ l(^t me tell yon a mode.st fact; seven-eighths of 
the .^ccesssion tirtj-eaters d(»n‘t know what the pi*o[»er 
meanijig of government is : 1 juake thti chai-gc against 
my own peojile—but it is true.” 

‘■Traitor! traitor!—^traitor to South Garoliiia !” was 


.>oun<led at the toj) of a dozen voices. 

‘‘ Then, if J am such in your opinion. I’m gratified to 
know that my feelings arc^ny own. (xood night f’ 

Thus saying, he, withdrew from the pai*ty, and, making 
Ids way for the door, was saluted by George, who intro- 
<luced him ( 4 ^ his friend, the ca]>tain. The colonel was 
a very sociable, comiminicative man; and taking the 
eaj)tain’s ai*m, a.s tht3y walked along, entered into an 
iiitert*sting conversation about his voyage and fii*st v^sit 
to the city, at the same time <liaplaying his good sense 
in not trying to force the great things of South Carolina 
into his miml. • 
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We, a few weeks aftei’ward. had the good fortune to 
hear the legfd abilities of this geiitlciuan displaye<l in a 
j)lea at the bar. There weiv many good ])oiiits in it, 
which, if not legally i)omted, were said well ; yet we 
should class him as belonging to the lA)yd school. 

The ea])taiii. thinking it a good opportunity to make 
some inquiries about his steward, as they proceeded, 
comnierjcexl in the following manner— 

“ Your laws are very stiingeiit in South Carolina, 1 
believe, sir !” 

“Well, no, sir,” said the colonel, “if we except those 
which govern the niggei’s ; they of necessity must be so ; 
we hav(^ ha<l so many t-nientes with them, that no law 
can be niade too strict in its bearings. We have so 
many bad niggers poured in upon us, that the whole 
class is becoming c<iri*upte<l.’' 

“Your laws, of course?, make a «listinction betwecji 
good and bad niggers, and fi*ce negroes f’ int(u*[)osed the 
caj>taiii. 

“We make no distinction between the coloui*s—some 
arc as white as you are; but the grades are so complex 
that it would be im]iossihle to make a slidiug-scale law 
for any lixed com[>lexioiiR. Tfeo law which goA criis them 
is distinctive and cf)niprehensivc—made in order to shield 
the whit-' pojmlation from their ignoraiici' of law and 
evidence. We mwer conld govern them in their res¬ 
pective sjdieres, unless the laws wert? made stringent in 
their effect. As Ibr the free niggers, they’i-e the greatest 
nuisance we have; it is our ])olicy tf) get nd of them, 
and to that end wo tax them severely. The riddance of 
this class of niggtu’s would be an c-sseiitial benefit to our 
slave.s, as upon account'of their influence oiir negro-law.s 
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are madt) more striiigeut. And the worst 'of it is that 
they increase faster. But wo make it a jn’incipal point 
to (jet all the free men we caa married to slaves, and the 
free women nm of. Yon, that arc accustomed to the 
free institutions of your country, may think some of 
tlmse thin;^s singular at first; but you \vould soon 
become accustomed to them, and would really admire 
them when you saw' Imw Ijcautilully they worked.” 

Is theiv no discretionary power left ?” inquired the 
ea])taiii, “It must be oppressive, if carried out. flood 
irien, whether they be white or black, are entitled to tin* 
advantages due to them; but where laws such as you 
tlescribe are eaiTied out, a good man’s evidence being 
black, the intcuition could not be made whife. Now. 
according to my idea of the law of nature, a man’s merits 
Mi*e in his moral integrity and Tbehaviour; thercfoi'e I 
should establish a rule that a good black man was bettei* 
than a bad wliite man, and was as much entitled t<^ the 
respect and govoriiment of law.” 

“Hi!—oh I Captain, it won’t do to talk so in South 
Carolina. Just let a nigger imagine himself as good as 
a white man, and all the seven codes iii Christendom 
wouldn’t keep ’em under. , Ah 1 you've got to learn a 
thing or two about niggoi’s -yet,” interrupted Master 
George, before the colonel had time to speak. 

“ I only spt^k from my observation of human natui*e; 
but I may become better acquainted with your laws if I 
1 ‘emain among you,” said the captain. 

“ As I have said before, sir,” replied the colonel, “ our 
are such as to miuire a strict enforcement. 
If we allowed the prerogative of a discretionary power, 
it would open the way to an endless system of favouritism. 
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just at the moi’ey ami fooliiij^s of those exercising it. As 
it is now, the white or black nigger, mahi or temale., gets 
the sann; law and the same penalty. We make no dis¬ 
tinction oven at the paddle-gallows.^’ 1 will ndate some 
singular facts conneelcul with the strictness with which 
we South Carolinians carry out our laws. And now that 
we are on the sj)Ot connected with it, its assj^ciations are 
more forcibly imj>res.sed on my inintl. It brings with it 
many painful remembrances, and, were wii differently 
situated, I should wish the cause to be removed. Hut it 
cannot be, and we must carry out the law without 
making allowances, for in these little lenituicies all those 
evils which threaten tlu; destruction of our peculiar insti¬ 
tution creej) in. In fnit, captain, they are points of law 
u])on which all our domestic <juietude stands; and as 
such, we are bound to slrcngthen our means of enforcing 
them to the sti'ictest letter. Onr laws arc founded upon 
the ancient wisdom of our forefathers, ami ►South 
Carolina has never tradm-c'd h(irself or injured her legal 


* Tbo piiflfllo-gallows is a Iraint* with two iiprinrlils, and a wrcncL screw 
at the top. The nejri-o’s lianrls are scciuvd in iron wristlets—similar to 
handcuils; a rope is then attached to un eye in thest;, and passing over 
the wrench, which being turned, ihe negro is raised in an agonising posi¬ 
tion until the tips of his t(K'S scarcely‘loueh the floor. Thus suspended, 
with the akin atretched to its utmost (enaion, it not unfretpumtly parts at 
the first blow of llie paddle. Sometimes the f(*ct are secured, when the 
effects of this modern scii'ncc of demonstrating the tension of the human 
body for punislmiciil becomes more painful under ifee paddle. South 
Carolinians deny this mode of punishment generally, and never allow 
strangers to witn(>as it. It i.s not, as some writers have stated, practised 
in' Georgia, where wo arc happy to aay that, so iar as punishment is 
conducted in a legal manner, at ilie jails and prisons, it is administered 
in a humane manner; and instead of turning mialern barbarity into a 
science, as is done in South Carolina, a strict regard for the criminal is 
observed. 



93 


MANUKli 1‘EUEIttA. 

• 

purity. Wo have mlucctl tuir sytttein aln\ost to a prac¬ 
tical science, so coiii])lcto in its hearings and points of 
govovniuent as to he woi'tby the highest# and nohleat 
jmrposea of oiir country. And at the same time, such is 
the spint and ma.gimniniity of our people, that in framing 
Jaws to guard against the dangerous influences of that 
wing of our country tliat s]>rcads its anihitious fallacies— 
its tcm]»ting attractions—shallow criticisms upon minute 
arul isolated cases—I’odiindant theories without measure 
or obsinvation, and making a standard for the goveni- 
moiit of sla.ves upon foolish ami eaprieious prejudices—we 
hare h(!(;n careful to prcs(‘v\'(i a conservative moderation 
towards the slave, fhit, to my remarks.” 

The ])aHy hail now arriveil op[)<»site to wh^t was for¬ 
merly known as Jones’s Hotel, where th»'> colonel made 
a halt to relati^ the singular case that had ])aiued his 
feelings, though he held very tenacionsly to the law as it 
was, hi'causi^ he believed strongly in the wisdom of the 
South Oarnlma judiciaiy. 

“Our first and great object is to ju’event the iiiter- 
change of sontinieiit between our domestic niggers, 
whether bond oi‘ fn^(.‘, and niggers who reside abroad or 
have left our State. To this, it became imperative to 
establish a law })rohibiting free negroes from coming into 
the State, and those in the State from going out, under 
jicnalty of in^irisonmeiit and fine, if the}’^ rctunied. The 
IKjnalty amounted to sale upon a peon form ; and subjected 
the offimder to the slave system in a manner that he 
seldom retrieved himself. You will observe, captain, the 
penalty is not desired by our ])eo])le, the object being to 
prevent them from rotuiming, and as such it must be 
taken in the spirit of its oi'igin. Another very wise 
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ju-ovision was niatUi by our IcjCfislators, and which has 
prevented a great deal of suffering on the part t>f the 
slave. A Icav' veal's ago, our wi.se legislaiuit^ made a law 
to I’cvert the power of emaneipatiou from the board of 
magistrates, where it had been voiy much abused, to tht^ 
House itself. And such is the law at the pre^sent day, 
that no master can give his slaves their freedom, cxci^pt 
by si)ceial act of the legislature, and that with such a 
multiplicity of provi.sions and conditions that few even 
attempt it. Jiut T’ni about to refer to cases in which 
some mollification might be said to have been necessary, 
because im them arti embodied the Avorst ge.rms for abo¬ 
lition sjjcculatioii. 

That/cajitain, is Jones's Hoj^el,” said the colonel, 
pointing to an odd-lookijig housii of antique and mixed 
ai’chitectui'c, with a large convex windoAv above the hall- 
enti-auce, in the second storey. This house is situated in 
.Broad-street, next to the aristoci-atic St. Michael’s Church, 
one of tht* most jinblic places in the city. “ In years past, 
that house Avas kept by Jones, a fiix: nigger. Jones was 
almost Avhite—a fine, portly-lookiiig man, active, enter¬ 
prising, intelligent, honest to the letter, and whoso inte¬ 
grity and resjjonsibility wore never doubted. He lived in 
every way like a white man, and, I think, with few 
cxce]»tions, never kei)t company with even h'lgld foUes. 
His house was unquestionably the best in the city, and 
had a wide-spread reimtation. Few persons of note ever 
visited Charleston without putting up at Jones’s, where 
thfey found not only the comforts of a private house, but 
a table spread with eveiy luxury that the county afforded. 
The' govemor always put up at Jones’s; and when you 
were travelling abroad, strangcjrs would speak of the 
sumptuous fare at Joiies’s in Charleston, and the elegance 
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Hud corivctucrts of hi(s iioutit*. 


But if hih liousc and fare 


wei*(j the boast of (Jaroliaiansj and the remark of strangers, 
his civility and courteous attention could not be outdone. 
Jones continued in the popularity of his house for nutny 
years j reared a beautiful, intelligent, and interesting 


family ; at the same time, he accumulated about forty 
thousand dollars. The most interesting part of his family 
wci*c three beautiful daughters, the eldest of whom wa^ 
rnsuTied to a pci“ 30 u now in New York. She was fiiirer 
than sevoii-tjightlis of those ladies who terju themselves 
aristocracy iii CUiarle-ston, and promenade King-street in 
the afternoon. 


“She removed to New York with her husband, who 


now resides in that jfity, engaged iti a lucimtive and 
re.spoctablc business. A short time after, her second 
sister, not dreaming that the law would be so stringent 
as to class her with the lowest nigger, or even lay its 
painful bearings at her door—for the family were very 
high-minded, and woultl have considered themselves 
grossly insulted to liave the op}>robrious name of uiggei* 
applied to them—j»aid her a visit. The public became 
acquainted with the fact, and, to his surprise, Jones was 
informed by authority that^iipon no condition oould she 
be allowed to retum—that the law was imperative, and 
no oonsideiution could be given to the circuinstances, foi* 
such would JjMe virtually destroying its validity, and 
furnishing a precedent that would be followed by 
innumerable cases. In spite of all the remonstrances 
which J ones could set forth, and the influence of seveAl 
friends of high standing, he was compelled to relinquish 
all hope of his daughter’s being allowed to return to the 
family. The reasoning set forth had every plausibility; 
hut such is our respect for the •law, that we wei*c 
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compelle<l to forego our liospitality, and maintain it. even 
though the ca.so was painful to our feelings. Thus, you 
see, we maintain the and spirit of the law above 

everything else. 

But the end is not here! A few years after this, 
Jones received a letter, that his dtiughtcr was very sick 
and not expected to live, accompanied with a de.sire to 
have the last soothing comfort of seeing her pai'cnts.' 
Jonc.s being an affectionate man, and dotingly fond of 
his chihlren, without regarding the former admonition, 
immediately prepared himself, and left in disguise for 
New York. Mature consideration would have convinced 
him of the error of one so well known ixa himself trying 
to elude recognition. # 

“His son-in-law Lee, a noble fellow, kept the house; 
and when Jones was impiircd for, it was n'portcd that he 
was confined to his room. It would have been well if 
Jones had kept himself secluded in Now York, but he 
was recognised by a Charlestonian ; and as such reports 
have uncommon wings, the news of it soon readied the 
authorities, when a mandate was iksued accordingly, and 
Jones subjected to the fate of his daughter. Thtsrc ai'O 
many painful circumstances connected with the affair, 
which, if well told, would make quite a romance,” .said 
the colonel, all of which the captain listened to with 
profound attention. “His family all m^ved to New 
York, and his affairs were put into the,han<ls of attomeys 
here, for settlement, by his .son-in-lawf who continued 
the business for some years.” 

“ Of course he got hi.s pro 2 )crty restored to him ?” in- 
■^esm^ted the captain. 

“ Most certainly, captain ! The spirtt of justice is 
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■ coequal with that of honoiuAble law in South Carolina, 
said Qeor^e, anxious to relieve the cdlonel of the answer. 

It is somewhat dit&cult to settle a man's business by 
^gal process when the principal is not present. The law's 
delay and lawyers’ spoils make time hallowed and costly,” 
said the captain. 

“ You’re right there, captain,” said the colonel; “ and 
I doubt—to speak honestly—whether Jones ever got 
much of his property. There’s a good many stories told, 
and a great deal of mysteiy about it, that’s got to be 
explained to my mind. But you’re a stranger, captain, 
and it would not be interesting to the feelings of a Scotch¬ 
man. I niay give you the details more minutely at some 
future day.” , , 

' “ Why, colonel,” said George, “you should be considerate 
in your statements. Remember the immense difficulty that 
has attended Jones’s affiiirs; they’re not all settled yet.” 

“ Time, George j and I’m afraid they never will ^ be. 
But there are some very singular appearances connected 
with it. I mean no personal disresp^t toward those 
cousins of yours who > have figured in th^ case. ’Tis bad 
to call names, but there is a mysteryabout a certain 
member of our profe^ion getting rich,^when poor Jones 
declares he’s got nothing ;*and Lee has hi^d to give up the 
house—I don’t say what for.” | 

“ Yes, strange things must be kept s^ang^ly secret in 
some parts of the world, and only whispered when there’s 
no wind,” said the captain. 

“ But that’s the only pajse, captain,” said George; “and 
the colonel was indiscreet in recounting it; for from that 
you may conceive wrong impressions of the best institu¬ 
tions and laws in the world. Jones was an old iboi, led 

. H . 
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uw&j by his niggor-liko afToctions for them gals of his. 
He never knejw when he was well off, and always wanted 
to be with white folks when he was here. ’Twoiild been 
a great deal better if he’d let them yoiiiigt'st gals gone 
with Hngree and Allston. They’ll have made the tii^top 
mistresses, betm kept like ladies, and not been bothered; 
and bi’onght all this troii])le n])on their heads through 
these infernal abolitionists. ' 1 really believe the old fool 
thought some white man would iiiaiTV them, at one time.” 

‘'What hann would thereVe been in that, j>roviding 
they’re as white as anybody, and got })leuty of money, 
and were haildsomc 1 Tlicre must be a singular sensibility 
that I don’t understand exerting itself in your society,” 
said the captain laconically. 

“Harm ! you’d find out the harm. Just live in South 

« 

Carolina a year or tAvo. ’Tisn’t the fair complexion—we 
don’t dispute that—but it’s the blootL” 

“.Oh; then the legal ohjection,” said the captain, “is 
what is so revolting to society, eh ? It may be sown 
broadcast in licentiousness, then, and custom sustains an 
immoml element that is devouring the essential bond of 
^ciety.” 

“ Excuse me, captain,” interruiited the colonel. “George^ 
you are always taking me upon supi)ositioii.s. I only 
related it to the captain in order to show the power and 
integrity of our law, and how South Carolinians frequently 
sacrifice their own interests to maintain it intact. 
Nothing could be more fatal to its vitality than to 
make provisions which would entail- legal preferences. 
The law in regard to free niggers leaving the State 
should he looked upon in the light of protection rather 
than alienation, for it is made to 2 >i’otect jiroperty 



MANUEL PEREIRA. 

aad society. Yet, where a ca=Jo is attended with such 
circumstances as that^of Joiies’s, some disposition to 
accomm(nlate might have been evinced without endanger¬ 
ing the State’s sovereignty. A.nd,I must also difTer*with 
you; George, so far as' the girls maintained their self- 
respect. It was eotuiiicndable in them to get husbands 
whom they could live with in the bonds of matrimony. 
My word for it, George, though I’m a Southerner, and 
may give rein to improjfl'ieties at times, nothing can be 
more jMjrnicioits to. our society than this destmetive sys¬ 
tem ot our first people in koejiing mistresses. It’s a 
source of misery at best, depending 'ujkju expediency 
instead of obligation, and results in bringing forth children 
and heirs with an entailed bunion upon their lives, to be 
disowned, cast off from paternal rights, and left to the 
tender mercies of the law. We see the cui-se, yet eonute- 
naiice it; and while it dtivours domestic afibetious and 
has cank<n*c(l the core of social obligations, we look upon 
it as a flowery garden as we pass by the wayside. There 
may be but <1 shadow between tlie rightful hcii* and the 
doubtful sou: the former may enjoy the bounty of his 
inheritance, blit the latter is doomed to know not his sire 
nor his kinsman, but to suffer the douMs and fears and 
the dai’k gloom which broods over a bohdman’js life.” 

‘‘By Je-w-hu! Colonel, what in scissors are you 
preachiug ^out? You must a got a pidl too much at 
Bakers’s. You’re giving v4nt to real abolition sentiments. 
Exercise your knowledge of the provision that is made 
for such children. The ca}>tam will certainly draiif in¬ 
correct notions about us,” said George, with anxiety 
pictured on his countenance. He knew the colouers free, 
open, and frank maimer of expressing himself, and feared 
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lest the famous uame of the chiyalry should suifer from 
his imconsci9us disclosures. ^ 

‘‘Provisions 1 George, you know my feelings con- 
oemilkg that vice which is so universally practised in our 
community. If you know of any provision, it’s more 
than I do. Perhaps you are older and have had more 
experience. ’Tis the want of such a provision that is 
just destroying our institution of slavery !*’ 

At this juncture the captain interrupted them, and, 
iHJgging that the colonel would finisli the story about 
Jones, said he had a few questions to ask thorn after it 
. was through. 

^*Well,” said the colonel, Jones died, I Ixdieve; but 
his family pjre as industrious as • ever, and ha\'o made 
money enough to live comfortable; but the scamps have 
turned out ijerfect helpmates o^ the abolitionists, and 
make their intelligence figure at the bottom of many an 
escaj)e.* But Lee’s case is as hard as Jonas’s. His son 
went to New York to see his grandfather, and was 
debarred by the same statute of limitations. Loo, how¬ 
ever, was a very capable fellow ; and after tryifig for two 
years, and finding it would b(i impo.ssible to return to his 
father, very shrewdly set about some kind of business, 
and is now largely engaged in the preserve and pickle 
business.* The fiither is now in this city, making a 
living for his family at something or other. He has made 
several efforts to seU out hisiittle property, hut there’s 
some trouble about the title; and if he leaves it to go 
and*sce his son, he knows what the consequences will be \ 
and leave it for settlement would be to abandon it to 

celebrated pit^e and preserve establishment, New York. 
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the same fate that swallowed up Jones's. Thus the son 
cannot come to visit hiS father, nor the father go to visit 
the son. This, in my opinion, is carrying a prohibition 
to fin exti*eme point; and although ‘T believe the law 
should be maintained, I cannot believe that any good 
an'ses from it upon such people as the Joneses and Lees, 
from the very fact that they never associated with nig¬ 
gers. Hence, where there is no grounds for fear, there 
c^n be no cause for action,” continued the colonel. 

“ Just what I wanted to know,” said the captain. 
“ As I informed you, I am driven into your port in dis¬ 
tress. Charleston, as you are aware, is in an advantageous 
latitude for vessels to. rent that have met, with those 
disaptei^ which are frequent in the gulf and among the 
Bahamas. Thus I exj^ected to hud good facilities hei’e, 
without any unkind feeling on the part of the people—” 

“ Oh ! bless me, captain, you will find us the most 
hospitable people in the world,” said the colonel. 

“ But your pilqt told me I would have trouble with 
my steward, and that the law would make no distinction 
between liis being cast upon your shores in distress and 
subject to your sympathy, and his comfng involuntarily.” 

** What!” said little George. “ Is he -a nigger, captain '# 
Old Grimshaw’s just as sure to nab him as you’re a white 
man. He’ll buy and sell a saint for the fees, and gives 
such an o:jflJeiidcd construction to the terms of the Act 
that you need exi)ect no 8j)ecial fiivour at his hands. 
The law’s, 110 fiction with hi^. I’m sorry, captain :»you 
may judge his conduct as an index of that of our people, 
arid I know him so well that I fear the consequences*” 

No !” said the captain. “ My steward is a Portuguese— 
a sort of mestizo; and ono of tj^e best men that over 
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stepped foot aboard a vessel. He is willing, intelligent, 
always ready to do his duty, and is a great favourite 
with his shipmates, ajid saves his wages like a-good tiiaii ; 
but ho has an olive iRomplexion, like a Spaniard. He has 
sailed under the British flag for a great many years, lias 
been 'most all over the world, and is as much attached 
to the service as if he was a Londoner, and has got a 
register-ticket. Nothing would pain my feelings more 
than to see him in a prison, for I think lie has as prOud 
a notion of honesty as any man I've seen ; au<l I know 
he'wouldn’t commit a crime that would snh joct him to 
imprisonment for the world. Tlie boj s have been pcjsti^r- 
ing the p<">cy fellow, and telling him about some, old 
fellow they heard the pilot speak about, called Norman 
Gadsden. They tell him if he catche.s him, they’ll sell 
him for a slave,” 

** The question is one about which you need give your¬ 
self no concern. Our pco})le are not so inhuman but 
that they will shelter a castaway sailoi;, and extend those 
comforts which are due from all humane j>eople. The 
act under which seamen aie imprisoned is the law pro¬ 
vided to prohibit free niggers from entering our port, 
and, in my opinion, was broughij into b’fe for the sake of 
the fees. It’s no more nor less than a tax and i*estricti6n 
upon commerce \ and I doubt whether it w^as evt^r the 
* intention of the framers that it should be '■construed in 
this*manner. However, so far as your steward is oou- 
l^iC^ed, the qiiewtion of hou^ far bis colour will^make him 

S enable to ‘ the law will never be raised; the mere 
^umstance of his being a seaman in distress, thrown 
npon' our sjTupathies, will be all you need among our 
, hpBjjitable people. I’m not aware of a precedent, but I 



MANUEL PEBBIBA. 


103 


will guarantee his safety from a knowledge of the feelings 
of our people. Our merchants are, witt few exceptions,, 
opposed to the law in this sense ; but such is the power 
and control of a class of inexperienced legislators, 
prompted by a most trifling clique of office-holders, that 
their voice has no weight. I am opposed to this system of 
dragfjng peo] >le into courts of law upon .every pretext. It is 
practised too much in om* city for the good of its name.” 

Upon tliis the colonel and little George accompanied 
the captain to his |hip, and, expressing their llfeirtfelt 
regrets m.o her appoarauc(', bade him good night—^George 
promising to call uj^jon him in the morning, and the 
colonel charging him to give himself no trouble about 
his stewartl, that he wonkl see Mr. Grimsha'^S" that night, 
and imike all things straight. 

Thus ended the c*aj)tiun’s first night in Cliaiieston, and 
represented a picture from which he might have drawn 
conclusions sonjewh -t iliflbreut from the actual result, 
Alas that all the gf)od fellowship and *pleaaaut asso¬ 
ciations of a people should be disgraced by an absurflity 
ai'isiug from their fears 1 

The colonel might have given many other instances 
equally as painful as -that connected; with the trans¬ 
portation of Jones and his family, ana the fetters that 
were placed upon poor Lee. He migjit have instanced 
that of Maieome Browji—6^.^wealthy, industrious, honest, 
high-minded, and straightforward m^, now living at 
Aiken, in South Carolina. Brown conducts a profitable 
meclianical business, is unquestionably the best horti¬ 
culturist in the State, and produces the best fruit brought 
to the Charleston market. What has he done to be 
degraded in the eyes of the law? Why is he looked 
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upon a dangerous citizen, and his influence feared? 
Why is he refused a hearing through those laws which 
bad white men take tho advantage of? He is compelled 
to submit to those which wore m^e to govern the worst 
slaves ! And why is he subjected to that injustice which 
gives him no voice in his own behalf when the most 
depraved whites are his accusers % Can it be the little 
crimp that is in his hair ? for he has a fairer skin than 
those who make laws to oppress him. If ho inhaled the 
free almosphere from abroad, can^ it be that there is 
contagion in it, and Malcomc Browm is the dreaded 
medium of its coinmimication ? And if the statement 
rung in our ear's be true, " thM tlie free edonred of the 
Nortiit suffer whUe the slm^e in cared for and comfortable^ 
why belie ourselves ? Maloome s influence is, and always 
has been, with the whites, and manifestly good in the 
iwesorvation of oi'der and obedience on the |)art of the 
slaves. He pursues his avocation with spirit and enter¬ 
prise, while he is subjected to menial and oppixissive laws. 
His fiither visited New York, and was forbidden to 
return. He appealed again and a^u, set fortli his 
claims and his integrity .to the State and her laws, but 
all was of no avail. He was hopelessly banished, as it 
were, from ,ever seeing his son again, unless that son 
would sacriflee his property and submit to perpetual 
banishment from the State. ^If we reflect up>d the many 
paternal associations that would gladden the 'hearts of 
and child to meet in happy affection, we may 
recite the effect of that law which makes the separation 
pamful, and which denies even the deaAh-bed scene its 
\Jaa* cheering consolation. 
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Wf) have ■ converaed with poor Brown on many ocj- 
casions, found him a very intelligent man, full of humour, 
and fond of relating incidents in the history of his famil}' 
-^von proud of his good credit in Charleston. He 
frecpiently sjwaks of his &ther, and the gratifying Loihj 
of meeting him at some fiiture day, when he can give 
vent to his feelings in b.ursts of alfection. He w’ants bis 
fe-tber to return and live with him, because he says he 
knows they would be more happy together. I supjwse 
the law was made in. justice, and it’s right for me to 
submit to it,” he would say, when conversing ujion its 
stringency ; and it also seems a sort of comfort to him 
that he is not the only sulienu-. ^ 

. Now, it becomes a question whether this prohibition 
can be successful in its object. Its efiect is certainly 
disponing and alienating; anti though it be intended to 
conserve ])ower, how is that powei* to protect itself, or what 
continuation of safety can bo expected, l^hcn it is bur¬ 
dened with such stringent constructions? Principles of 
justice found the strongest power, a power the mdst lasting, 
because it has a collateral net-work thajt can be drawn 
together by th^hand of right, to shield itself. There is 
an issue wh^h yet remattis to be solvo 4 , in this i)Ower 
which South Carolina has set up in injustice, to protect 
hei'self. We will not desCaiit upon it. On(S[ power* despoils 
by its absolution—^the othoi* supjrorts, gov^ns, and spreads 
the blessings of its wisdom; and is lasting, because it 


perpetuates justice. A law is here made to protect ope 
class of citizens against the of another ! This 

ignorance is caused by oppression ; and the’ oppressor, 
fearing his own wrongs, seeks to protect himself b/injus- 
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tice against the very ignoraiKse which lie enforced iii>cn 
poor humanity. Here the South Carolinian is doubly 
guilty in the sight of God and man. He enforces igno¬ 
rance by Law, and, fearing his ow!i unrighteousness, asks 
law to protect him from the influence of the wi’etch of his 
own hand. The worst of these oppressive laws is that, 
while they are thf 3 white man’s statute of protection 
between hira.self and his chattel, they are felt with more 
severity by a class of men equally as free as the wliite 
man, so far as projx^rty is concerinHl, and with a large 
share of the same blood circulating through thoir veins. 
The sensibility of these mon is acute, tlioiigh they dare 
not give (!xpres.sion to their feelings ; and.by i.hus consti¬ 
tuting laws prohibitory in their effect, burdening their 
estates, and depriving them of their rightful privileges, 
they are made uatural enoinies. 

Living under such entailed restrictions, and under a 
perfHjtual burden from which the man sees no prosjxict of 
freeing himself, what must we expect of the state of aftairs 
in such a community Though their munuurings may 
not bo heard by those who have assumed the governor¬ 
ship, their teeliiiga must be quickened against the wrongs 
they endure, and the injustiCie employed ^.gainst them, 
which they look upon as an inveterate hostility to their 
rights. Tt is monstrous and injurious ho their wcdl-being ; 
a^4- the mind, charged with resentment, eaters a power 
4 l8ent, yet etfoctive. flights rejected, liberty veatrictod, 
a^d fettei’.s made to check the sphere of usefulness, pro- 
rducc unnatural feelings and discontent. That discontent 
spreads'its influence at home, and is more to be feared 
^rou|^h the cause that produced it than anything injurious 
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which the coloured man * could derive from abroad ; and 
yet the law that binds them in this abject 'Sphere is an 
ex})ediout for present protection, instead of being based 
upon fumlamcntal principles of government. 

* A siiiffidar opinion is entertained by many in the Slave States, and 
particularly !«rt t'orili in South Carolina and Virginia, that a negro is not 
only un inibrior being, but merely transient in his existence, and not an 
immortal bc'iug. They argue that ho has no latimt capacities capable of 
high tran^sformalion or development, and never can qualify himself for 
citizensliip. Tlii’si.> upinions arr supported by broad assertions, and kept 
alive by an unUmiled jingle of high-eiounding words; for we never yet mot 
one of its supporters, howe^'or versed in mental and physic^ law, that 
could bring forward any^ugo jdiilosopby to eoniirm il. TJieir theory of 
reasoning w as sirange beyond eotn]>robcnsion, and set forth in words full of 
ridiculous inhignificanei!. In those very avguiuents were stronger evidenoo 
of limilcd eapaeity than our experionci* taught us existed in the minds 
many of IJie coloured ])opuJaiion. In fact, the block man is looked upon 
as a miserable coiu]>ound of matter with senses rather above tho instinc- 
•tivc, yet capable only of being taught, huriiilily and monitd subserviency. 
So htrojig have wc heard th’.s point eontesiod by men who calbtl them¬ 
selves intelligent Soutlicmm’s, that they would even assert their belief iu 
a dislinctivo quality thal imiuaic-ialsuhslanco which governs material 
mailer—that the oiu* wna susceptible of immortality, the other mor¬ 
tality only. 

Such arguments ivore w'ortliy of consideration ^r their infinite 
singularity and orighiality. Wonder is lost in Its ovi^ perplexity; 
iramortalil y, upon such physiological 'theories, bc'coittcs amusingly cor- 
ruptihlo iu the progress of such Southern delinitioQi|. The luxury of 
such a theory is in that which aw'akcns a philosophical research ini-o tlis 
boundary of Umi^ion between tho siiecies. As them is no point where 
it can bo said to cease in tho progress of iuteruiUturo, of course it 
becomes unlimited, and Ynust require tho nicest discrimination to detect 
the slightost shade of colouring, requiring different argumunts, tuicording. 
to tho ondloBs variety of light and shade. We have said at the South, 
that when such opinions were supporti'd by tho press, tho civilised world 
would recoil against them, and no grcalcr blow could be given to 
slavery. Since thou, the Sichmond (\"a.) Mxamimft one of the loading 
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If South Carolina would awake*to her own intereat, 
she would find moi*e to feai* from the stringency of her 
own laws than from the influence of a few men coming 
from abroad. 

joomals in South, has opcnlj avowed such sontiments in a leader of 
nearly two columns long. 

To show tlio fallacy of such pretensions—^for wo cannot call them 
arguments—>we will relate*, on instance which came under our observation. 
One of its strongest supporters hod a very promising negro about 
thirty-five years of age—that is, ho was a “ very prime feller, and sound 
as a two-year old alligator.” The animal-man doctrine supporter was a 
rich rice-planter, owning about throe hundred and forty of these auimala-** 
tliat is, pieces of properly: and although not Inuch of a Christian him¬ 
self, he knew the impressivr' character of the- negro’s mind, and the elFect 
of tho Bible upon it, and regularly paid a good Elder to preach one of 
his stereotyped sermons to them once u fortnight. 'I'liis «(rruon con¬ 
sisted, in a great part, of what servants should do, and how ii wus the 
command of the Lord that they should obey tlioir masters. ()f^ course, 
tho good Elder got good pay and good dinncr.s, and lived as a groat* 
many jolly, good deacons do in the Soutii—that is, preached very neces¬ 
sary virtue and Christian forbearance in the morning, and got very badly 
fuddled in the afternoon; and when ho saw sevon doord, and could find 
egress ihrougb none of them, he forgot to cliarge all the illusion to tho 
corkscrew. Tlio Elder was not to blame in the premises, for he was a 
mere hireling, and the master contracted with Idin to ilo that which he 
wpis iishained to do himself—tell them of so many great things containe'd 
in the Bible, and punishing all attemj^s to search for tliemsoUes. 

Tliis “prime fellow,” whoso name was Henry, and very black at that, 
had, through his own indomitable pcrscvoraiico, learned to road, while his 
master slbpt, and his wife and children were resting u^^n the bare planks . 
. of the cabin. In this manner, ho bticniuc conversant with Bible hicraturo 
to an extent that n-ould seem incredulous to many. Tho result was, that 
his views upon religion bticame more extensive than tlioso manifested by 
the Elder, filthough h(* dared not let it be known that he derived liis 
kriehrledge of the gospel from any other source of reasoning than that 
li^^^wn so systematically by the Elder. The neighbourhood was a rich 
lihd the 'Elder was the all-necessary implement of piety for about 
planters, three of whom kept a groat many race-horses, and other 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE PBOSPECT DARKENXNd. 

After tho colonel and little George left the captain, 
afl We have stated in the foregoing chapter, he descended 
into* the cabin, and found Manuel sitting upon oiie of 
the lockers, apparently in great anxiety. He, however, 
waited for the mate to speak before he addressed the 
captain. The mate awoke, and infoimed the captain that 

sporting adjuncts to a Soutliern plantation. Henry had several times 
told his Tnaster that he “ felt a great di'al of preach >irithin Mmy” and 
thoi^'ht he coaid do up something bettor than tho Elder. His master 
wohld scout such an idea, believing him to be only mortal, and tell him 
that he would make a better driver than he would a preacher. It 
happened one Sunday tl;iat the Elder was taken with a n^rbid inclu^ition 
too early in tho morning, which, by yielding to, rendered him decidedly 
indisposed, and a candidate for the sheets instoad of the (|^ed desk. Tho 
property had all assembled in the “ prcachLag>place,’* when a boy arrived 
with the Elder’s sermon in his liand, and a request that master would 
road it, and excuse Boss’s sickness. To assume the potition of minister 
was rather more than master’s focliiegs could surmount s^for he had played 
seven‘Up with sumo friends until throe o’clock that o|orning, and was 
to have a two-milc matdi with his hnrso Essex at ^^ight o’clock the 
next. However, master was a true Southerner, and no| to bo outdone by 
scruples of asmaU%iture; so he moimtcd the tribune^' sermon in hand, 
to the infinite amusement of the property assembled. After command¬ 
ing silence in a peromptoi^tone, and giving out a hymn from Watt’s 
second book,” in which tab all joined with a hearty good<will, minglinf; 
their dolorous music in ploiq^o harmony, master said they would omit 
the prayer upon this occaalonSuid commenced turning over tho leaves of 
the old sermon, which wcresowtgy, defaced, and tom, that he could not 
make out ten lines of it, aii4 |»w it down with chagrin pictured iu the 
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a slendei’, dark-complexioned man had been aboard a few 
minutes after he left, making particular inquiries about 
the steward ; that he spoke like an official man, was 
dressed in black clothes, and wore spectacles. 

quick contortions of his countenance. Here was a climax! Hoav could ho 
surrender his first attempt as a minister of the gospel? It would not do 
to Bccm wanting in “JJuckora Man’s tVisdom” Imfore the oyes of his 
property, and a chapter from any part of the Tiiblo would not do; nor 
did he know where to put his fingcsr upon that one about seryants obeying 
their masters. At length, making a virtue of necessity, he called Henry, 
the prime fellow, and, telling him to try his hand at a sermon, abdicated 
in his favour. The result was that Henry’s sermon (extoniporc) astonished 
both master and property. Henry had a groat idea of good order, and 
his new sermon was full of improssivo seutimonts and sound reasoning. 
Ho exhorted the property to love their master; and, again, the Tnastcr to 
deal justly. * Master yvas “much taken” with Henry’s first effori, and 
began to think there was something more tfian animal in liim, while, at 
the same time, it was increasing Ins value nothing short, of five hundred 
dollars; for preachers arc tip-top property. It w'as not long before 
master conceived the idea of a handsome speculation in Henry; but it 
would do the Elder out of his dinners. How'cver, as money w'as the groat 
object with him, and Henry being a nigger, the preaching would have an 
immense deal better effect upon his nigger property if liis sermons could 
bo kept of the right stamp. It would also increase the value of Ids pro¬ 
perty ; and so ho forthwith suggested to his neighbours that they should 
have his boy Henry do their proaohing, and he would only charge half 
price. The proposition was full of interest, and fruitful of good; so, 
after meeting at one of the plontatiofis, and hearing one of ITcnry’s new 
sermons, they at once agreed to the proposition. ^ Thus tlie Elder was no 
longer wanted, and had to pocket his worn-out sermon and seek business 
olaewhero, whilo Henry became the preaching implement of the pariali 
on Sundays, and (lie labourer in the corn-field durinj^thc week. 

His huwtor would very often, jocosely, say to us that he had a parson 
and a ohureh, a fiddler and a dance-houso, for sole. 

* We have extended this note muohibeyond our intention; yet we caimot 
leave the reader without disclosing to him a small fraction of tho Elder’s 
present bu|rii |(W ||ft showing that he is a man of good parts, a worker in 
.and sli^flg humanity, and determined to do good for his fellow- 

man—which he never fdils to impress upon his new aoquainiauces. His 



MANUEL I'EREIRA. 11X 

• * 

“ 1 asked him if we’d have any trouble with Manuel, 
and tided to make him understand that he wasn’t a black, 
and that our situ.atioii might excuse us from any annoy¬ 
ance tlii’ough their jietuiliar laws. Hut the old chap 

habitual inclination to bo sick on Sunday bad j>rccedod him, before Henry 
BO very unc^cperludly supplanted him; and as preaching was mere expe¬ 
diency, tbore were no jobs to be bad “ far nor near.” Ho must do some¬ 
thing, and it must bo fur the g<H>d of degenerate man •, and being a bit 
of a doctor as well as a preacher, he engaged in a business by no moans 
now in the South—that of going from one plantation to another and pur¬ 
chasing sick and deformed negroes, curing them, and *■ taking the cinks 
ioutand, while thus rendoring good to salforing humanity, selling them 
ill the market at a nice liiLle spec. In this manner the Ehler thought 
he was entitled to a double rccompenst} from heaven, because ho “cured 
’em, and was right sharp about getting the crittors good uiasters.” 
In this manner he also am/isscd considerable sums of *inoney; but 
his workings in the cause of humanity bcicame somewhat loathsome, 
and he had great tlioughts of being a stock-broker upon ’Change. 
Hero he soon became used up, and, disgusted with the dishonesty 
of the whole board of brokers and money-changers, his heart has 
agam become generous in tiu; cause of sulfering baimanity; and he 
may be seen, mounted upon an old grey horse, with his huge saddle- 
bcigs, going around tlu' iuli'riin* purchasing the sick and the maimed, and 
examining ncglueted eases of dying. When ho has gathered these 
crippled ends of human nature into one forlorn grou^, he is very kindj 
and, instoad of making them wtdk to his asylum, only chains them, and 
hasilu'm drawn in a large waggon, iianters consider him extaromclj 
useful; and if they can got the ^csl end of a batgain in. a “sick 
nigger” witli Idiu, or “lake huu in,” as they call it, they arc sure 
to do it. 

He always caiTios a prayer-book in his pocket, ixam which he reads 
prayers to his iniftbary, when he is upon the road, every monung and 
night. If ho travels on Sunday, he takes advantage of some pine-gi'uvo 
to preach to thorn about noon, froqueully forgetting to gK'c them their 
corn for ffinnor; or even unchaining them, lest his Christian charity should 
cauiie tliem to run away.* We once asked this pious creature, who often 
endeavoured to ko^ress us with the humanity of hiu occupation, what sort 
of a place he expected in the next world ? His answer was quite 
X)hilo8cq>hical; but wo will not burden the reader’s mind with it. 

• 
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Meamed mighty stnpid about everything, and talked just 
as if ho didn't know anytliing about nothing. *A 
nigger’s a nigger in Soutn Camlina,’ said he dryly, and 
inquired for a quid of tobacco, which I handed him, and 
he took one big enough foj* six. iSaid I, ‘ Mister, do you 
call a man a nigger what’s a Portugee find aii’t black V 
* Tt depends on how he was born,’ says he. ‘ Well, hut 
ye can't make a wliite man a nigger nohow, wbetluT it’s 
in South Carolina or Scotland,’ ^ys I. ‘ Well, we don’t 
stand upon such things here; we can show you niggers 
as white as you be, Mr, Mate,’ says bo. ‘But, mister,j, 
what’s to do about our steward, that yc make yer 
inquiries about him? he ha’n’t did nothing 1’ said 1. 
*Well, Ml. Mate, it’s coniranj fo lnn'> to bring nigger 

stewards into our port They’ro a bad set of fellows 

* 

generally, and wc claim the right to look ’em up to 
insui'if their good behnviom and koep their bad inlluenoe 
away from our slaves. *Ti>> not my office. I observed 
your arrival and wrecked I'ondition, and merely came to 
take a look,’ said he. ‘Well, now, mister, our steward 
thinks as much of himself as .'uiybody, and w<»uldn’t mix 
with your niggers on any account. But, mister, woiji^ 
it make a difference because we re cast upon your sliolp^ 
in distress?’ says I. 'Not a whit! it’s contrary fo law, 

’ and the law’s got nothing to do with wind and weatlior. 
We love the sovereignty of our law too well to make any 
discrimination. , We’re a hospitable iieoj^, and always 
give folks plenty to eat; but we never allow any iavimrs 
ill the law. Pll call and see you in the moxhiiig,’ said 
hOf %nd he went.” 

This was Hr. Orimshaw, the principal mover 

of the be, notwithstanding he asserted that it 
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was not his office, and that he just walked round to take 

A 

a look. 

Durin" his visit on board, Manuel was absent on board 
a Boston barque, where hti met a white steward, who gave 
him a sad jucture of the Charleston jail and the cruel 
treatment that was iufliotcMl upon prisonoT’s there by 
starvation. He tokl him that he was once put in for 
a trifling offence, and neaidy starvcsl to death before 
be got out. “You will be sure to there, Manuel,” 
said be, “ for thov make no distinction . and if a man’s a 


foreigner, and can’t speak for himself, lie’ll stand no 

afore I’d suffer suchg 

another ])unishinciit,” ho continued. 


chance at all TM give ’em the slip 


This so worked upon ilie jioor fellow’s mftid that it 


became a matter of little moment whether he jumped 
overboard or remained on the ship. He waited until the 
mate had concludeid, and commenced appealing to the 
captain in ,a most pitifnl manner. The (Hsgrace of being 

I 

iin])risone<l seemn'd worse than the puui^ment; and he 
did not S(‘(jm to coniinibend the intention that he should 
bo imi>risonod for no crinu' in the UnitedStates, when he 
had sailed round the world and visited fii^jority of its 
ports, both baT'baroiis ami civilised, without mol^tation. 

wanted the caiitain to pay him of? a|.d let him leave 
tfy some vessel in the morning. The captain endeavoured 
to soothe, hi^feai-s by assuring him thift there was no 
danger of. his }>oing imprisoned ; , tha^ the people of 
Charleston had too much good feeling in them to be cmnl 
to a distressed .sailor ; that the power of the oonsul was 
a sufficient guarantee of protection. “You ate nbii' 
among Patagonians, Manud,” said he. " ThdNs’s no .use 
of working your mind into a fever j-yon’H bo as weH^^en 
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care of hei’c, and be thought as much of) as you would in 
London.” ' This assurance had the cifect to soothe his 
mind, upon w^hich he left the cabin more at ease, and 
went into the forecastle to turn in with his little 
companion Tommy. Mon had been detailed for the 
pumps as soon as the flood-tide made, and the captain 
retired to his berth. 

It seemed there was a mutual understanding between 
the pilots and officers in regard to the airival of coloureil 
stewards; and the pilot, after leaving the vessel, went 
directly to Miv Grinishaw’s office', and n^ported a nut for 
him to crack. This brought him to the wharf to look 
around.” 

Early in the mbming thes crew wei’e at their duty. 
The mate commenced giving order's to cleai* away the 
deck, and Maniieh to nis^e in’ejiaratioiis for breakfast. 
He had scai’ccly commenced before two men, Messiu 
Dunn and Duseiiberiy, walked uj» and down the wJiarf 
for several minutes; then they would stand together and 
gaze ^ if to watch the apj)roach of some veasel in the 
offing. At length, DusenbeiTv, seeing Manuel come to 
the gangway with a bucket in bis hand, >\:ilkcd to lier* 

. side, and, stepping on board, seized him by the collar, and, 
dm^ving a pajjer from his ijockct, said, “You’re my 
prisoner! You must go to gaol! Come, be quick, sir ! 
You must not stop to get your things—^yoq mu-st send for 
them aftet you’re committed.” 

The ffiate 6nd several of the crew being near, at once, 
gathered atound him. At the same time Dunn, who was 
^standing at the pud of the w’hai'f awaiting the result, 
.^unking Dusenben.'y was opposed, came* to his assistance. 
^Tli^.pffieers and crew knew the respect due to the laws 
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too well to oppose any obstacles to the constables in 
executing their duty. The mate, in a very polite manner, 
lusked as a favour that they would leave the man a few 
minutes until the captain came on deck. They yielded to 
his solicitation after a groat deal of grumbling. The 
ajTost made a deep feeling among the seamen. They 
felt that they were losing their best friend; and to 
see liim dragged away like a felon, between two ruflianly 
constables, awakened those finer sympathies which lay 
coiled beneath the rough exterior of a sailor’s feelings. 
Had ho murdered, plundered, or even disobeyed the 
ordci-s of Ins officers, there would have been some cause 
for the preceding; but to witness the spectacle of an 
innocent man being led away to suffer in h oriminal’s 
cell, in a land of freedom, could not fail to call forth 
cveiy feeling of remorse in tlie heaiiB of those who had 


been his companions in hardship and suffering, ^fone 
felt it more than little Tommy. . Ho heard the noise upon 
deck, and came running with tears in his eyes, and cried, 
O Manuel ! why, Manuel, what are they going to take 


you away for? Won’t T see you agaii^, Manuel?” The 
little fellow’s simidicity touched the feelipgs of all present. 
But the lame officer, stood with atpair of handcuffs 

hi his hand, as unmoved as a stoic, #hile Dusenbeny 
expressed his impatience, and began to ^h the boyjaway, 
and motion ^ march him off! 

“ Ht)ld a bit!” said the mate. “ Th4 captain will be 
on deck in a few minutes; he wants a #ord or two with 


you.” 




“We can’t stop unless we’i'e compensated for our time. 
Tis no use to delay—’twon’t do any good; he’s a ulgger 
to all intents and* purposes, - I know by the his 
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hair ; they can’t escape me, IVe had too much to do with 
tiiem!” said Dunn. 

Yes, to bo sure, I can tell a nif?ger by his ear, if his 
skin’s as white as chalk!” said Dusenberry. “ It’s all 

gammon tliis bringing bright outlandish men hero, and 
trying to i)ass them off for white folks. ’Twon’t stick ? 
You must come uj) and be registered, and you’ll have a 
good time at the jail, my hoy; there’.s plenty of bright 
gals in there, and you can have a wife, if you know how 
.to do the coui'ting.*’ 

The captain now came upon deck, and began to intci'- 
cede, begging that they would not take Manuel away 
* until he had seen the British tionsul. “ I know I can 
make everything straight. Theie is no occcasion to im¬ 
prison my steward—he’s neitJier a nigger nor a bad man ; 
and I’ll pledge you my honour that he shall not leave the 
ship, or even go upon the wliarfj if' you will only allow 
me to see the consul befoi\j you take any furtber action,” 
he continued. 

That is beyond our jjower, sir. You must sec the 
sheriff; you’ll find him in his office bright and early. 
But you might as well put your apjjeal in your pocket, or 
send it to Queen Victoria, for all Oonsul Mathew can do 
for you. He’s been kicking up a fuss for two years ^ but 
he mi^ht as well whistle ag’in a brickbat' as to talk his 
nonsense about English niggers to South Carolina., He’ll 
get tarred and feathered yet, if he ain’t mighty shy about 
his movements. Sony, captain, we* can’t accommodate 
you ; but we’re only actin’ for the sheriff, and his orders 
are imperative to bring him right up. We must lock the 
fidlow up. We don’t make the law, nor we ha’n’t the 
power to control it.” Thus saying, Dunn took a little 
froij(^ is pocket, and begun to turn it in the handcuffs. 
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What!” said the captain, “ don’t attempt to put them 
things on iny man, upon your peril! Is that the way 
you treat a poor shipwrecked sailor in South Carolina, the 
State of boasted hospitality 'i No, sii*! I will sacrifice 
my life before my man shall submit to such a thing,” 
said the ca.j)taiii, with his Scotch energy aroused. 
“ Have you lost the last spark of confidence due to every 
man, rich or poor, black or white If My word for him is' 
sufiicient; and if iivoroy was youi* inheritance, you would 
bestow it without teai-. I would rather, had 1 known 
this, .s(Hik a. shelter from your shores ; take my men, worn 
out as they are, and my vessel iu her wrecked condition, 
leav(^ your port, and say to the civilised world, ‘1 was 
driven from the of South Cai'olLna, the* State that 
refuses an asylum to shipwrecked luarinei's.’ Mannel 
would have another tale to add t<» tlnit which he is 
already so fontl of telling about the Patagonians. Sav<5 
yourselves the trouble of unlocking your ii*ons—^they are 
very useless among .^inocent ]»eo]»le ; a!id if you make a 
second :itteni[tt, you may overtax niy feelings.” 

Ca})taiii !” sai<l Dunn, we’d not be takiu’ the advan- 
tag<i of ye because ye’re a stranger, but ’tis the law ; and 
if we acconinujtlatcs ye, siye it’ll be at our own risk. But 
anyhow, cax)taiTL, ye’d be kcej)in’ ineself|und this gentle¬ 
man a long time waiting, ’twouldn’t be to be giving 

us the usual ^ix|uisite. Y^ou won’t mi^ it, and we’ve a 
great deal to do for small fees, that nivei* comj unsate for 
the af.'commodatiou we he’s to give eveiybody / an’ the 
loss of time’s the loss of money.” * 

" Give you a perquisite ! No, indeed; I never pay for 
such favours. Wait a few moments. 1 will accompany 
you myself’, if you will not take my honour for hi^ood 
conduct on the way to x>rison,” coiAiuued the captj 
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"Captain, sure ye needn’t trouble yerself anyhow. 
We’ll take yor honour that he don’t run away ; and il“ he 
does, ve’ll stand the odds at the sheriff’s. Sure, a case 
would niver pass Mr. Grimshaw’s observation ; but to 
plascye, and considerin’the wi^eck, mcself and Duseiibeny 
’ll put liim up without,” said Uunn. 

Durin" the conversation, Manuel pleaded hard to bo 
heard before the consul, ha^drig a mistaken idea that the 
consul could protect him from all danger, and that if ho 
could get a hearing before* him he was sure to be released. 
The captain shook his band and told him to bo contented 
until the consul’s office opened, when he would come to 
the gaol and see him. Manuel then turned to the crew, 
ftnd, shaking the hands of each, took his little bundle in one 
band, and, holding little Tommy by the other (who accom- 
j>anied liim to the head of the wharf), was soon out of sight. 

But will the reader believe what was the practice of 
these petty officers ? Wc can assure them that .such in¬ 
stances as the one we shall relate are not only practised 
in Charleston to an unlimited extent, but the fact is well 
* known to both magistrates and the ymblic?; the former 
treat it as moonshine, and the latter rail against it, but 
never take projier action. 

Scarcely had little Tommy left thorn at the head of the 
wharf before they intimated that it would be Well to 
consider a morning dram. To this end th^’' walked into 
a " Dutch coraer-.shop,” and, passing into the back room, 
gave sundry insinuations that could not he misunderstood. 
" Well ! come, who pays the shot ?” said Dunn, stepping 
up to the Ooimter, and crooking his finger upon his no,se 
at a dumpling-faced Dutchman, who stood behind the 
^ couijfcer, for his man to name it. The Dutchman 
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wan very ahort and very ibhick, leaving the impresaiou 
that he had been veiy much depressed in his own country 
when young. He rubbed his hands and his fingers 

in motion of anxiety. “ Evei y ting vat de shentleman 
vant him-—dare not in like to my zin and brondty yat 
him got mit ze zity,” said Dutchy. 

“ Gentlemen, I should bo glad to have you drin^ with 
me, if it be proper to ask,” said Manuel. 

“Oh, yes—cei*taiiily, yes! just what we come for, 
something to cut away the cobwebs—^*twouldn’t do to 
go out in the morning fog without a lining,” said Dunn.- 
“Name it! name it, sheiitiemen!” exclaimed the 
Dutchman, as he rapped his fingers upon the counter, 
and seemed impatient to diuw forth his filthy stuif 
They named their drinks each with a difiPerent name. 
Manuel not being a Charleston graduate in the profession 
of mixing drinks and attaching slang names to them, Mr. 
Dusenberry undertook to instruct .him in a choice. The 
Dutchman was an rJejit at mixing, and the ^‘rnormng 
pidls'" were soon set out to the extreme satisfaction of 
Dunn and Dusenberry. *• All right! tip her down, my 
old fellow j none o’ yor screwed faces over such liquor as 
that. We drink on the legitimate in Charleston, and 
can put it down until we see stars,” said Dusenberry. 
addressDjg bimself to Manuel, who wi^ making a wry 
face, while staining to swallow the cut-|fchroat stuff. 

Dusenberry now left Manuel in^charge of Dunn, saying 
ho was going put to attend to some business. Manuel 
drew from his pocket a quarter of a Columbian doubltmn, 
and, throwing it ujmn the counter, told the Dutchman to 
give, him change. The Dutchman picked it up, turned 
o^Tr several times, and, squinting at it, inquired, in a 
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very impiHitendiug maniieiv what its value was. He kuew 
already, yet this was. only done to tiy Manuel. At the 
same moment he wiiiked to Dunn, who, stepping up, 
gave it a significant toss upon the counter. The divil a 
bit more than two dollars; all right, Swizer,” said he. 

“ ’Tis four dollar, West Inge—1 want my change,” said 
Manuel, shrugging his shouldei’s. “ I no want no more 
than my own ; and no man to cheat-e me.” 

Don't be bothering with your four dollar—sure, ye 
a’n’t in the West Inges now ; and money's ]denty in 
Chaiieston, and I can’t >)riiig up so much—^half so much. 
Don't be bothering with your West luge nonsense. If 
ye try to raise a fuss here, I’ll make the captain suffer. 
Ye'must learn that it won’t do for a nigger to dispute a 
white man in Charleston ; we’d twitch ye ui> by thesiime 
law we’d i>ut it to our own niggers, iiifd ye’d git trised 
up, and about fifty ][)addles on yei* bare butt.” The 
Dutchman put ilown a dollar and -seventy cents, but 
Manuef -refused to tftke it up ; when this fellow, Dunn, 
pretending to be the Mend of Manuel, held out his hand, 
and telling the bar-kee]jer to put another dollui*, wliioh 
he did, he passed it hurrieAly into Manuel’s hand, and, 
making a i>a.ss, told him to }>ut it into his pocket. 

It was now about good business-time for the Dutch¬ 
man, and his customers were coining in with their bottles 
and pots in gi*e‘at numbers. The place was little filthy 
hole, very ))lack and dh*ty, about twelve feet long and 
seven feet wide, with a high board counter almost in the 
centre. The only stock-in-trade that decorated it was a 
few barrels of lager beor; several kegs, with names to 
set forth^-ithc different qualities of Ih^uors painted upon 
them j. a'bueh^ basket about half fiill of onions, and a 
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lew salt fish in a keg that stood by the door. Aronud 
the room were several benches similar to those in guard¬ 
houses. Upon two of them were stretchetl two ragged 
and filthy-lookiiig.Tiegi’oes, who looked as if they had been 
spending the night in debauchery. Duiin, as if to show 
his authority, lim})ed toward them, and commenced 
fledging their backs with his hickory-stick in a most mi¬ 
ni er<*iliil manner, until one poor old fellow, with a lame 
hand, cried out fbrfnercy at the top of his voice. 

"It’s a bad business keeping these niggers here all 

night, Swizer—you know IVo done the clean thing with 

you sev(jml times,” said Dunn, j>ointing his finger at the 

I^tchman, who winked, and, coming from behind the 

counter, slipped something into his liand, and, stepping to 

the door, assumed some threatening language against the 

negroes, shouhi they fnver come back to.his store. A 

large portion of those who came for liquor were negroes, 

who looked as if they were jiartiug with their last cent 

for stimulant, for they were ragged and dirty, and needed 

bread move than liquor. Their condition seemed pitiful 

in the extreme, and yet the Dutch “ comer-shop keeper"” 

actually got rich fi’om their custom, and so craving was 

he u])on. their jjatronage th«,t he treated them with much 

more courtesy tlian his 'i^hite customers.'!' ’ 

, «- 

« 

* Those Duteli eorner-iihops” arc notorious placca in Charleston, and 
are discountenan^^ l>7 respectable citisson% because they become the 
rendezvous of “niggers,” who got into bad habits and neglect tU^ 
masters’ or mistresses* business. Yet the keepers mcert such on influcnco 
at elections that the ulticials not only fear them, but, in order to secure 
their favours, leave their rascality muuolested. Well might, a writer in 
the Charlfiston Courier of August 31 , 1852 , say—wore astonished, 
with many others, at the sleeping charges mtide in the rosolutions passed 
at the HvTcmirsoif meeting at Hatch’s Hall, and were jeady to j^st 
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It is strictly “ co}iirari/ to Iaud in CharlestoiC' to sell 
liquor, to a negro without an order from a white man; 
the penalty being fine and imprisonment. Yet so fla¬ 
grant has become the abuse that it js notorious that 
hush-money is ])aid by a certain class of Dutch liqiwu"- 
sellers to the oflicers. In nearly all the streets of Charles- 
ton, where there is a shanty or nook large enough to 
hold a counter and some tumblers, these wretches may be. 
found dealing out their poisonous <lri%s to a poor, half- 
starved class of negroes, who resoi*t to all kinds of dis- 
honest means to get money to spend at their comilers. 
These places ai-o nearly all kept by foreigners, whose 
mercile.ss avarice sciiijdes at nothing, however mean. 
They sooif become possessed-of considerable means, and, 
through thcii* courtesy and suhseiwienty to the uogro^— 
for they arc the only class of whites that will beg his 
l^ardou if they have offended him—carry on a sort of 
active rivalry with each other for his custom. It is from 
these miserable hells that seven-tenths of the crimes arise 
for'which the poor negi'o is dragged to the workhouse, 
and made to suffer under the paddle. 

And yet these veiy men, whose connivance at vice and 
crime is disregarded by the lar’', rise and take position in 
society, not only entering into more rosjjectable business, 
but joining in that phalanx who are seeking tl^life-blooti 

at once to lend ourvoiee to turn out an 'administration’ that for tvoyeai-s 
permitted * morei sentiment to bo abandoned,* ‘ truthfulness disregarded,’ 
'i^yercnce fo:-religinn obliterated,* 'protection to religious freedom re¬ 
vised,’ 'licentiousness allowed,’ 'and a duo administration for yice 
neglected.’ ” These charges stand unrefuted, and, with but one or two 
cxceptionB, we hayir^neTCT known one of those unlawful corner-shops 
prosecuted by the present administration. And those single instances 
were driven to notice the most flagnmt abuses. 
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of the old Southerner, and, like a silent moth, working 
upon his decay. There is a deep significance in the 
answer so frequently given in Charleston to the inter- 
rogatoiy, Who lives in that splendid dwelling ? It seems 
to have been the mansion of a prince, but is somewhat 
deciiyed.” 

‘^Oh, bless me, yes ! It was once the-mansion of the 
So-and-sos, onfe of the first famili&s, but they’re very i)oor 
now. Mr. WTiat-you-may-call-’em owns it now; they 
say he didn’t get it honestly. He kept a little grog-shop 
oil the Bay, oi* sold l)acon and whiskey on the Bay, and 
made awful charges against poor 8o-and-.so, and, after a 
long tfial in Ohanwry, Ik* got his house. He’s a big 
tellow, now, I tell you, and is going to fit tiie house up 
for himself!” 


Duim told Manuel to be seated, that there was no 
occasion for hnnyiiig—^if would he all right if he got to 
the sheriff’s office at nine o’clock ; and then commenced 
descanting u])on the fine time. hc‘ w^oiild have at the jail. 

“ There's a right good lot of comrades there, me boy ; 
ye’li have fiddling and dancing plenty of ga&s, and a jolly 
time; and ye a’n’t a criminal, ye know, so it won’t be 
anything at all, only keep up a stiff’ unclsr-lip. Come, 
let us titko another drink j I feel mighfy husky this 
morning ijpsaid ho. 

J list al thi.; tiino Dusenbcriy re-entered, puffing and 
blowing as if he had been engaged in a foot-race. ‘‘ Aiio- , 
ther bird foi' old Grimshaw, at Commemal Wharf! 
know’d she had one aboard, ’cause I seed him from the 


wliaif,*’ said ho, in'perfect extasy, jiulling out a i)encil 
and making a note in a little book. 


Don’t be a child,” said Duim. “ Come, we hav^r^t 
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proposed another drink—yon join, of course; ye niver 
says no, eh, Buse ?” They stepiH.>d to the Counter; and 
Bunn, again pointing Lis fingen- upon his nose at the 
. Dutchman, who stood with his hands s]>reatl upon the 
counter, calltid for gin and })ifctcvs, Stoughton light. 
Turning to Manuel, who was sitting upon a heiich, with 
his head reclined upon his hand, apparently in deep 
meditation, he took him by the collar in a 'rude manner, 
and, di-aggiiig him to the counter, said, “Ceftne, by,the 
pipers! rouse iij> your spirits, and don’t be sulking, my 
old Portugee ! Take another O-bc-jfjyfnl. and it’ll put ye 
all right, and ye’Jl dance a hornpipe like a jim-crack.” 

Excuse me, sir, I think I have taken enough. Bo, 
plc/ase, either take im; back to iny vessel, or where you 
are going to. This is no jdace for me !” said Manuel.' 

“ 8uro, what signifies ^ Don't be talking yoiu* bother¬ 
ation lujre ! a nigger mustn’t sauce a white man. Come, 
there’s no use backing out j you must take a glass of 
Swizer’s lager beer,” said Bimii. 

Manuel looked around him, and then closing up veiy 
reluctantly, the Butclimafl filled liis glass with fi-othy 
beer, and the three touched glass(js and drank. They 
then retii*ed to a bcjiich, and ,rCommenced discussing the 
pro])riety of some point of tlu'ir official privileges, while 
Manuel was left standing at tlie ctmuter. 

“ Who jiay de drink vat sliu get inquif^^^d the Butoh- 
inan, anxieais to serve two little iiiggei*s who had just 
come 'in with bottles in their hands. 

It was our friend’s treat. Come, my good follow, do 
the clean thing according to Southern scienctj. We’ll put 
a good 'word in for you to the jailor; you won’t loso 
no^ljng by it,” said Bu.senbeny. 
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**My friends, I ■work hard for my' money, and have 
none to spend foolishly. The small amount is of little 
consequence, hut I woul<l much sooner make you a present 
of it than to ho drugged by pretence. I’ve no desire to 
indulge the propensities of others. Whatever you are 
going to do witli me, tlo it, and lot me know my fate. I 
am sick and fatigued, and have need for the doctor. Take 
mti to a j)rison, oj- where you please. I have done no 
crime; I want slec]), not punishment. Next time I ship- 
wi'ccked, 1 get plank and go fnoi board ‘fore -I cum to 
Cliarhiston.’’ So snyiiig, he piilhal out lifty cents and 
threw it u])ou the counter, and the Dutchman swept it 
into the drawer as if it was all right, and ‘"just the 
change.” • 

“ Shut up, you black rascal, you ! You musn’t talk that 
way in South Caroli7ia. We’ll have you stretched on the 
frame and paddled for insolence to a white man. D—^n 
me, if you’re in such a hurry for it, just come along!” 
said Dusenbeny ; and, reaching his hand over to Dunn, 
took the handcuffs from liim and attempted to put them 
on Mairael’s wrists. The poor Hallow struggled and begged 
for more than ten minutes, and was well-nigh overpower¬ 
ing them, when Dusenberfy drew a long d^k-kiiife Irom 
his bosom, and, holding it in a threatening fttitude at his 
breast, uttered one of those fierce yells suefc as are com¬ 
mon to slave-hunters, whose business it is to hunt and 
run down runaway niggers with bloodhounds. Submit, 
you black villain, or I’ll have your J.eart’s blood ! Bringa 
rope, and we’ll trise him up here! Jump! be qui^ 
Swizer !” said ho, addressing himself to the Dutchman. 
The Dutchman i*an into the front apartment, brought out 
a cord similar to a clothes’-line, and commenced to undQ it. 
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“Dp you give upr upw?” said Diiseiiberry, still holding 
the knife pointed at him. Manuel was in the habit of 
carrying a poniard when on shore in foreign countries, 
and put liis hand to his brcast-i>ocket to feel for it. He 
remembered that he had 'left it in his chest, and that 
resistance would be useless against a posse giving expres¬ 
sion to such hostility to Itiiu. The sluickles were jnit 
Tipori his hands with ruffianly force.* 

“ Oil I am I a man, or am 1 a biaite ? What liave I 
done to receive such treatment? May God look down 
upon me, and forgive me my transgressions; for in his 
hands are my rights, and he will give me justice,"’ sixi<l 
Manuel, looking his cmel torturers in tlie face. 

“ A man ! No, hy heavens, you're a iiiggor; an’ it’s - 
that w;e’d be teaching yon ! Como, none of yer sermons 
here ; trot off! We’ll give you a handkerchief to cover 
your hands, if you’re so d—d delicate about walking 
through the streets,” said Dunn, throwing liirn an old red 
lian(lkerchief, and marching him along through Broad- 
street. Diisenheny now left him entirely in the charge 
of Dunn, while, as ho said, he went to Adger's Wharf 
to keep his eye on another ve,ssel that was approacJiing* 
the dock., Tlie tricks of this man Dunii wer6 well known 
to those connected with tlie police and sheriff’s office; 

t • 

* The author, in company with a gentleman now rcshlinf^n Daltiraore, 
preferred a complaiui against these oiScers for maltreSitTient of “ e«>lourcd 
seamen,” and for ft^ightcning them into payment of certain sums of 
money for bein'e allowed tho privilege of going to prison \rithout them, 
bAforoone of the presiding magistrates of Cbarlcston—S.'F. Itobertson, 
Esq. We made it before that gentleman, in consequence of bis standing 
and rc&pcctability. The result was, that bo gave a little private advice 
lip w'hich tliey listened to vdiile in his presence, but forgot to respect 
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Imt, instead of being displaced for his inaany he 

was looked npon by ^l^^ias'the best officer upon the 
rolls ; and, in fishing for niischievons niggers, he yras Held 
iis a perfeijt paragon. In this instance, he was not con¬ 
tented with the outrages he had inflicted upon Manuel at 
the Dutch grog-shop, which he had forced him into, but 
he would stop in the public street to' hold conversation 
with every cove ho met, and keep the poor man standing 
tor public gaze, like chained innocence awaiting, the nod 
of ;i villain. The picture would have been complete, if a 
Dioij.ster ill human form were placed in the foreground 
lash, according to .the statute laws of South 

Carolina'. 
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THi: siir.Ri I on jc i: 

It W niuc oVlor-k on the niornio!^ of the* 2ith Mnruh, 
l8o2. Manuel "w.is niRrched into the shentfs offiee, 
atetl in tho court-house, on the eoiiier of Pto.kI aiul 
■ Meetin<f streets * A large tah!<‘ stood in the ^entle of tho 
room, covered with sundry old ij-iiici-- ,ind .ni inkstand. 
At one side was .m old soft )><3.muf> strong evidenee of 
its }K‘ing worn out at the o\j»ense ot the State. A few 
pine-w<M)d ami ]>aint(‘d hook-stands, sever.d tijistaffs, old 
}>roken-backed cli.ius, anti List, luit not le.ist, .i wood- 
sawyor’b huck-saw, stood heic and lluit* in heaiitifiil 
disorder nrountl tho vornii, while, tis if to disjilay the 
irainenst' im))ortiuiw of tho office, .a ewkod ’ hat, ith tho 
judicial hword, hung conspicuously aho\o the old sofa. A 
door opt^ued upon the left hand, leading inio the (,leik\ 
office, where the book-^ and «iicliives of the* office wei’C 
kept. Mr. Kanapeaux, the incumbent, exhibitt'd a gnat 
deal of good feeling, wliieh it would have lost the sherift 
none of hi» reputation to i».ittcrii aftei*, a%^ kejit his office 
in v«y res|)ectablo order. 

^ iii’ere^ Manwoll, or whatever yer name is,” said 

Pnnn, as he lefl the way into the presence of Mr (Tiini- 
fifte lean, haggard-looking man wo have belbre 
j His dark, craven feature^, jxs he sat peering 
glariSOB at the moming news, gave him the 
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a}'jM>araiict* af a mun oFnvIk'Iii little whs to In? ex^tocted liy 
thost‘ wIk^ h<ul Gie uiihfoHuue to fall iuto liis Laudi^. 

“ All, l>uiui, }ou aiH‘ llu‘ l>oH< otHcoc lit tlio <aty 1 
hiy Houl, these h Uows eaii’t i*sea}H* you ! Where did you 
}»Kk up that nii'i^er f” said he, with a look of satiafactiou. 

“A f.it fw eas(', Air. (j}rino»hiiw, '‘confmrtj to law / lie's 
a 1*01 tu'^ee 1 . Xc\er had so luuoh trouhle with a 
ni^("<’r in inyhle , I dMn'i know Init the fellow was going 
to pK'oelj a seniioij. The cviplaiii--he belongs to a 
wr(*(ke«l KiJi»lishnian to < oiiie the gammon game 
with him. and |>ass him for a w li U man ; but. be 
touldii t oonu'that i^ann ovir iiiesf'lf and Du'^e, anyhow,"’ 
said Dmiii. 


Wiilioiit .saying a wor<l, Mamie! stood up before hia 
aeensers, iijion this itrauge elnirge of (‘(Hrfn/rt/ yo huv.'' 
As he looked upon hi.s uvciihers, lie Stiid, What have 


1 done to siiU<‘r <1 murderer’s fate t Am Ito be sold as a 

I • • 

slave because of the \idit.uioii of (lod^ I no 

murder ! No ' noi ha%o i -itolen in your huid i and why 


did these men dee<>} nir into — '. 

^‘Silence I silome! You aro in the shelilf’s oifice,” 


said Dunn, iiointiug his finger at his nose. “ You can’t 
come yonr(^ohu Bull nigger in South CtiroUiii,” 

This lirought the shei*ifl*V clerk to the dt^r that led 
into the jiaasage. “ Dunn, I Imvo warned yoitr about these 
things several times ; the public are getting wind of them ; 
they'll bi*ing this oilicc into disrepute yet. You'^otight tio , 
know whut effect the association of officials with tlmsie 


* corner-shop keepers’ is already having in the jomxnnnit^r,” 
said he. 

** How the divil do ye know what yer ^ 

Bure, it’s his honour’s bisness, and not y 
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said Dunn, addressing him.sull‘ to Mr. Kaiiapeaux, and 
then looking at Mr, Griinuhaw. 

Mr. ICaiia])eaux, yon must not iiiterfore with the uffi- 
cera and their duty; attend to your business, and get your 
book ready to register this nigger-boy,” said Grimsbaw. 

“Well, now, my good fellow,” continued Grimsliaw, 
“ 1 dislike this business very much; it don't pay me enough 
for all the bother J have with it. ’Tis just a Little Altering 
of fees, which makes the duty of my office exceedingly 
annoying. But we must ros})eet the Law. We do these 
things to protect our institutions, and make them as light 
possible. I might give ybu a great deal of ti-ouble ; I 
have the jK>wer, but I make it a point to consider men in 
yoUr case, and we’ll make yon so comfortable that you 
won’t think of ’being imprisoned. You must luiderstand 
that it is contrarf/ to law to come among our niggers in 
this way ; it gives them fanciful ideas. There's sucJi an 
iulerual imi)erl‘ect state pf things ^ these abolitionists are 
getting everything into, behoves us to watch the coinmu- 
uicatioiis which ai‘e going on between designing jKiople 
and our slaves. We are a IwspUahle jm&ph —^the world 
knows that—and have a religious respect for uvn* laws, 
which we enforce without ros|jcct to j)ersons .0 We’d like 
to let you go about the city, but then it’s amtra/ry to 
law; and our maxims are so strongly fixed that it would 


\iolate our principles of government, \^ch have mnv 
become so essential to the protection of our ]>eculiar insti- 
tntioU|^that the least variation would be dangei*ous, and 
lead to a mjjiltltude of difficulties. Nor can wo allow any 
inteqjositidns to fi^vour circumstances, because it would 
.be agaiiiist the popular will of our people, and stir xip that 
cxcitemel^t which is alreai^ on the bursting-point against 
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the liritiBh consul. 1 don’t like Englishmen much ; but 
if tkciy wewi all like the editifr of the London Tiwm^ who 
seeius to know a right smart thing or two about our 
iiiggei’s, th(iy wouldift be trying to emancipate our 
jiiggers. But lie don’t know as much as he thinks he 
does about niggers, and c^oidd larn a good deal by coming 
over here for a yeai‘ or two. 

■■ Uur system of law is sustained by faith and moiul 
integrity. Wc aduiit no fictitious theories; give every 
man his nniotl (jf justice, without being moved by every 
prejudice and fancy f>f*the buiuaii mind. We yield to 
no passions, nor allow ourselves to be uioveii l»y Norihem 
fanatics and traitors, who are trviug to distract the 
country.” 

The restraints of ijijustieo over\vhelme<l Manuel; and 
in the conflict of his feeling, and tin*, stronger resolutions of • 
hjM mind, a tear trickled down his cheek, telling the talb 
tliat his lips dare not, pot that his haiid.s could not' 
avenge; He wijicd it away with his fettei'ed hands, and 
his manly features again awoke with resolution ; and aB 
he looked above the mendicants that suri'oundied him, the 
olive Imes of his cpviiitenance assuined a look of scum. 
“Ami in a land of liberiv without frecdoni ?” he asked, 
lookiiig upon his aecusei's. 

Make u]) your mind, my good fellow, that you arc 
among humane ptjoplo, who will seek to'benefit you among 
men of your class. Make yourself happy, and look upon 
me as a friend, and you will never be deceived. I control 
the jail, and my [irisoiLers arc as much attached to me as 
they would bo to a father.” , - 

“ it must be humanity that puts those' symbols of’ 
ignominy upon my hands,” Manutd ; ** that confines 
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• iiie in a dungeou. lest 1 should bfeathe a word of liberty 
to eare that know it only as a fable.” 

Nobody had askrd him to sit down, and, feeling the 
effect of his sickness and fatigue, he turned around as 
if to look for souiothing to rest against. “'You must not 
sit down—take off your hat!" said Grimshaw. 

The poor fcSlow made an effbi’t, but could not effect it 
with the fetters <.»n iiis hands ; .at which Dunn stepjKjd 
up, and, snatchiikg it from his head, filing it njion the 
floor. ‘'You should Icam manners, my good fellow,” 
said Grimsliaw, “ wlicn you coitwj intrj a sheriff's office. 
It’s a place of impoi’tance, .'ind j)eople always j){iy res}»ect 
to it when they cuine into it; a few months in Oharlestdri 
would make you as ]»olite as oiu' niggers.’’ 

"Had you not better take the irons off the poor fellow’s 

• hands ?—he looks as if he was tired out,” said Mr. Kana* 
fSeaux, the clerk, who again came to the door and looked ' 
upon Manuel with an air of pity. The words of sympathy 
touched his feelings deeply • it was a simple word in his 
favour, so different from what he had met since he left 
the vessel, that he felt a kind friend had spoken in his 
behalf, and he gave way to liis feeling, in a gush of teaj’s. 

"Good suggestion,.Mr. Kana^xsaux !” said Grimshaw. 

“ Bettor take ’em off, Mr. Dunn; I don’t think he’ll give 
you any more difficult 3 ^ He seems like a lUzdij feUmv, 
and knows, if he exits up any nigger rascally in Cliarleston, 

, he’ll be snapped U2>. Now, my good fellow, put on your 
best'iiaturod countenance, and stand as straight as a 
rdmrod. Mr, Kana^jeaux, get your book ready to register 
him,” continued Grimshaw. 

' Manuel now stood ly) under a slide, and his height mid 
gi>heral featui'Cs were not^j^ in the following manner, jn 
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oi'der to appease that sov’ereign dignity of South Carolina 
law, which has so many strange devices to show its im- 
poitance :— 

“ Gotvtrary to Law. ' 

Violation of the Act of 1821, as amended, &c. <fcc. 
Manuel Pereira v. State of )South CaiDlina, 

Steward 

oji ]>oard British Brig Jamon^ Captain Thom|>son. 
Ent<irod 3ith March, 1852. 

Height, 5 feet 8.V inches. 

Complexion, light olive (briglit). 

Features, sharp and aquilimi. 

[Hair and eyes, daj’k and straight ; the former inclined 
to cnrl.J * 

General remarks :—A.gc, twenty-nine ; Portuguese by 
birth ; speaks rather broken, but politely; is intelligetit, 
well fijrmed, and gocKl-luoking. 

Fees to Sheriff; 

To arrest, dols. 2—Registry, dols. 2 . 4 00 dots. 

“Rccog., dol. 1.31—Constable, dol. I . . . 2 31 „ 

'^Coiiiinijbinl^nt and discharge . 1 00 „ 

•• 

9 t* 

7 31 dols. 

Jail-fees to be added when discharge^.” 

After these remarks were dulv entered, and Mr. Grjm- 
shaw read ai'Mber lecture to him on the importance of* 
South Carolina law, and the kindness he would receive 
at his hands if he made himself contented, he was tdld 
that he could go and he committed. |he poor fellow 
had stood up until he was nearly exhausted; yet ft was 
not enough to gratify the feeKiigs of that n^sembfe mis- 
oi-eant, Dunn. Scarcely hud %e left the sheriff’s office; or 
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passed two squares from the court-house, before he eiiteml 
another Dutch grog-shop, a little more ' respectable in 
^pearanoe^ but not in character. They entered by a 
side door, which led into a back apaitment provided 
with a-table and two wooden settees. As Dunn entered, 
he was recognised by two negro-fellows, who wci-e playing 
dominoes at the table. They arose, and ran through the 
front store into the. street, as if somq evil spirit had 
siescended among them. The Dutchman sprang for the 
dominoes, and quickly thrust them into a tin measui'e, 
which he secreted under the counter. 

“ Ah,‘ Drydez !” said Dunn ; “ you vagabond, you ! 
up to the old tricks again? Ye Dutchmen arc worse 
than the divil! It’s mcseini make yo. j)ut a Jive for that. 
Come, fork it over straight, and dpn’t be muttering ycr 
Dutch lingo!” 

Vat zue drink mit me dis morning ? Misaer Dunz’ te 
best fellow vat coinez in my shop,” said Diydez. * • 

** Ah! stop yer botheration, and don’t be cornin’ yer 
Dutch logger over an Irishman ! Put down the five 
dollai's, and we’ll take the drinks prese^^tly. Meself 
^and me friend here’ll drink yer hfealth,” said Dunn, point¬ 
ing to Manuel, who shook his head as much as to decline. 
The Dutchman now ojxjned his drawer, and, rolling a bill 
up in his fingers, passed it as if unobserved into the hands 
of Dunn. 0 , 

^ “ Now, Drydez,” said Dunn, if ye want to do the clean 

thing, put a couple of , brandy-smsiahos—^none of your 
d-^d Dutch out^hroal^ brandy—^thc best-old stuff. Come, 
me old chuck-(turning to Manuel, and pulling him by 
the, whiskers), cheer upj' another good stiffner will put 
you on yoiir taps again. South Carolina’s a great State 
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and a man what can’t be happy in Charleston ought to 
be put through by daylight by the abolitionists.” 

The Dutchman .soon prepared the smashes, and, sup}dy- 
ingtheiri with straws, put them upon the table, and seated 
chairs close at hand. “ Excuse me !” said Manuel, “ T’ve, 
drunk enough already,- and should like to lie down. I 
am unwell, and feel the effect of what I have already 
taken. I am too feeble. Pray t^ll me how far.the prison 
i.s from here, and I will go my.self.” 

“Go, is it'/—the divil a go ye’ll go from this until ye 
drink the .smash. None of yer Portugee independence 
here. Wo larn niggers the politenes.s of gintlomen in 
Clnirleston, me buck!” and, seizing him by the ccdlar, 
driigged him to the table ; then gT’a.sjung the tiAnbler with 
the other hand, he held it before his fac<j. “ Do you .see 
that? and, bedad, ye’ll drink it, and not be foolin’, or I’d 
put the^ontents in your [)hiz !” said he. 

Manuel took the- glass, while the Dutchman, .stood 
chuckling over the very nice piece of fun, and the sjnee 
of Mr. Dunn’s wit, as lie called it. . “ Vat, zu make him 
vat’e no vanfa to ? You doz make laugh so ven zn 
comes ’ere, f likes to kilt myself,” said prydez. ^ 

A bright mulatto-fello^v was now seen in the fi*ont 
store, making quizzical signs to . th^ Dutchman, who, 
understanding its signification, lost up time in slipping 
into his jiocl^t a tumbler nearly‘half full of brandy and 
water ; and, stepping behind the division door, passed it 
slily to the mulatto, who equally as slily pas-sed it down 
his throat ; and, putting a piece of fioney into the Dutbh- 
man’s hand, stepped lip to the counter as if to wait for 
hjis change. “ All right!” said the Dutchman, looking 
around at his shelves, and then ag^in under the counter. 
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No RO !” Maid the mulatto. 1 want fourpence ; you 
done dat befo7*’ several times; I wants my money.” 

“ Get out of my store, or I’ll kick you out!” said the 
.Dutchman ; and, cafccliiiig up a bi^ club, ran from behind 
^he counter, ai)d commenced belabouring the negro over 
the head in a most \mmcrciful manner. At this, the 
mulatto retreated into the lane, and with a vollev of the 

' «y 

vilest epithet.s dared tliQ Dutchman to eomo out, an<l he 
w'ould whip him. 

Dunn ran to the scene, and ordei’ed the negro to Ik? ofl‘ 
and not iTse such language to a white man, that it was 
to Ifiio,'*' and ho would take him the woi*k- 

hou.se. 

“Wliy, fnassa, 1 knows what ’em respect white men 
what he gemirien like yersef, but jlat Dutchman stand 
daJi an’l no gentlem’, he done gone tiotfe my money 
.seven time; an’ J w'hij) him sure—;ius’ lef him come out 
h(Te. . I doesn’t care, for true, and God saw me, J he 
whi}^ at the wukhouse next minute. He ti(‘f, an’ lie, an' 
lie cheat me.” The Dutchman stood at the door with 
the big .stick in hi.s handT—the .negro in th(‘ middle of the 
Jane, with his fists in a pugilistic attitude, ularing and 
threatening—whih‘ th(‘. Iiniping4>nnn stood by the side of 
the Dutchman, acting as a mediator. Manuel, taking 
advantage of the oj^portunity, emptied his tumbler down 
a large opening in the floor. i 

It is a notf>rious fact in (Charleston, that, although the 
negro, whether he bo a black or white one, is held in 
abject obedience to thi white iwcn 'proper^ no matter what 
his grade may be, yet such is the covetous and conde- 
Sf*ending character of the.se gi’oggery-keepem that thej' 
become courteous to the negro, and submit to an eqiiality 
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of social)ility. The negro, tahiug advantage of this 
familiai’ity, will use the most hisnltmg and abusive 
language to this class of Dutchmen, who, either through 
cowardice or fear of losing their trade, never resent it. 
We may say, in the language of Dunn, w'hcn he was 
asked if ncgi’oes had such lib(;ities with white men 
Chai’leston, “ A nigger knows a Dutch shoj)kt‘eper better 
than he knows himself—a nigger dare not speak that 
way to anybody else,” 

Tlie Dutcbiiian gc^ts a dpubh; j»rolit from the negi*o, 
and with it tUf?usi‘s a double vice among them, for which 
they have to suffer the sev<;re,st penalty. It is strictly 
“coiitraiy to law” to pureliase anything from a negro 
without a ticket to sell it from bis master. 5hit bow is 
this nigardod ? sho[)kec])ei’ foregoc's the ticket, 

eiKwimges the w'archouse-negro to steal, and purchases 
his stealings indisoriminately, at about one-half their 
value. .We migh+ enumerate fifty different inodes prac- 
' ti.sod hy “ j/oo//” legal-voting citizens,^ totally regardless 
of the law^, and exerting an iniluonoe upon the negro 
tenfold more dii’eful than that Avhich (xnild possibly aiise 
from the convei'sation of a few rcH[)ect4ble men belonging^ 
.to a friendly nation. ^ 

Dunn, after driving the mulatto nmn from the door, 
and u]>braiding the Dutchman for his cowardico, rctipmcHl 
to the table, |^»d, patting Manuel upon tlic hack, drank 
the balance of bis smash, saying, “ Come, me good fellow, 
wo must do the thing' up ‘hrown, now—weVe got the 
Dutchman nailed on hi.s own hook! We must have 
another horn; it’s just tl^e stuff in our climate. The 
‘Old Jug’s’ close by, and they’ll ho inakin’ a j^rsoii of 
you when you got there... WeVe ha»l a right jolly time. 
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and ye Ciiu’t wet your whiytle when ye’re lemint t}ic 
gates,” 

don’t ask such tiivours, and will, drink no more,” 
said MaiiiieL 

“Fill her. up, Diydez ! fill her up ! two more smashes 
—^est brandy and no mistake. You must drink another, 
my old chuck—wc'll bring the })ious notions out o’ ye in 
Charleston,” said Punu, turning around to Manuel. 

TJic Dutchman filled the glasses, and Dunn, lajdng Ills 
big hickory stick u})on the counter, took one in each 
hand, and going directly to Manuel, “There, take it, 
and drink her olV—no humbugging; yev mother njver 
gave such milk as that,” said he. * 

“Excuse*me, sir ; I positiv(ily will not!” sjiid Manuel; 
and no sooner had he lisj>C(l the words than Dunn thi'ow 
the whole contents in his face. Enraged at such (SMt- 
rageous coudnet, the ]x»or felloiv could stand it no hmger, 
and fetched him a blow that levelled him upon the floor. 

The Dutchman ran to the assistance of Dunn; and 
succeeded in i*elieving him from his unenviable situation.' 
Not satisfied, however, they succeeded, after a hard 
struggle, in getting him upon the flooi* 3 when the 
Dutchman, * after callin" the 'assistance of a miserable 
negro, held him down while Dunn beat him with his 
stick. His cries of “Murder” and “Help” resounded 
throughout the neighbourhood, and, notwithstanding they 
attempted 1 vi gag him, brought several persons to the. 
spot. Among them was a well-known raroster-biiilder 
in Charleston—very muscular and a veiy humane man. 
The rascality of Dunn was no new thyig to him, for he 
h^. had practical demonstrations of it upon Kis own 
negroes, who had been enticed into the “ <?< 7 mer-j 5 r/w>/w” 
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for the double purpose of the Dutchmeii gottitig their 
money, and the officers getting hush-money from the 
owner. ^ 

The iiminent he Sixw Dumi, he exclaimed, “Ah, you 
vagabond !” and, springing with the nimbleuess of a c^t, 
struck the Dutchman a blow that sent him measuring 
hi.'< length into a corner among a lot of empty boxes ; 
then, seizing Dunn by the collai’, he shook liim like a 
j)Uppy, and bwjjight him a slap with his open hand tliat 
double-dyed his I'cd face, and brought a stream of claret 
from his nose ; while the iuisei*able nigger, Avto had bcieii 
struggling to hold Manual down, let go his hold, and ran 
as if his life was in danger. The scene was disgusting lu 
the extreme. Manuel arose, with his face cift in several 
places, his clothes bedaubed with filth from the floor, and 
his ne(!k and shirt-bosom covered with blood ; while the 
aghast features of Dunn, with his red, matted hair, and 
his glaring, vicious eyes, bcssphtteied with the conihiued 
blood of Ills victim and bis own nasal organ, gave him 
the most fiendish look imaginable. 

The gentleman, after leprimanding .the Dutchman for 
keeping u]) these miserable practicei^!, which were dis¬ 
gracing the community, aftd bringing suffering, starvation, 
and death upon the slaves, turned to Dunn, anrl addressed 
him. “ You are a pretty offict‘,r of the law! A villain 
upon the higlfcvay—a disgi'ace to your colour, and a stain 
upon those who I'etain yon in office! A man who has 
violated the peace and every principle of honest •duty—a 
man who every day merits the, worst criminal punish¬ 
ment, kept in the favour of the municipal depdttment to 
pollute its very name ! If there is a spaik of honesty 
left in the police-departipeut, I will use my influence to 
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stop your conduct. The .ajallowH wil] be your doom yet. 
You must not think because you are leagued in the same 
ti*ASc,* that yon are to go unpunished. And you, 
Drydez,” said he, turning to the Dutchman, “ I shall enter 
you upon tlie infimnatiou-docket, as soon as 1 go dowxi 
into the city.” 

“Zen may tu vat zeu jdas mit me—^te mayor hee.s ray 
friend, an’ ho knowz vot me ams. Yuz sees zel uo bronty, 
no zin ! Vot yii tO mit de fine, ub • 

‘^I’d like to see yon do that same agin, Mr.-. It 

wouldn’t be savin’ yeraelf a puce-warrant, and another 
for assault and battery ! Sure, Magistrate Gyles is a fii-st- 
ratc friend of own, and he’d n(d, suffer me imposed on. 
The d—d nigger was obstinate and wouldn’t go.to jail,” 
said Dunn in a cowardly, whimpering manner. 

“ Oh, yez, me heard mit ’im swore vat ho no go to zalc!” 
rejoined the Dutchman anxiously. ^ 

*■' Tell, me none of your lies,” said he ; ‘‘ you arc both 
the higgesf rascals in town, and oarry on your concerted 
v'illaiiy as boldly as if you had the control of the city in 
your hands.” Manuel was trembling uYider the emotions 
of giief and revenge. His Portuguese blood would have 
revenged itself at the ]»oniard’s point; hut, fortunately, he 

* Dann kupt one of the worst and mosL notorious clrmkinjj-sliopa in 
Cbafleston; bat, tt) reconcilo hie oflico wit>» that strict requircniont whicli 
never alfowod anvthinjr “ contrary to law" in CharJ|f' on, ho made Ids 
wife a **frce-fi'adisr." Tliis special act of Kouth Carolina may, in effect, 
be classed ^|^ong its many Rm<;ulai*lawH. It has an nxoecdingiy accom:- 
modji-tui^ effect among bankrupt husbands, and acts as a masked battery 
far inouiderable sins in a hwdnem or o;fficial line. It so l^appcns, once in 
a thqi one of tho “fair free dealers" gets into limbo Uirough tha 

forcK of some ruthless creditor; and the “ Prison Bounds' Act,” being 
very deticate in its bearings, frequently taxes the gallantry of the 
, ohivalrous gentlemen of tho Charleston bar. 
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had leit it in his chest. He saw tliat he had a fraeiid at 
his hand, and, with the earnestness of a • child, resigned, 
lu'raself to his charge. 

In a few minutes (^uiot was produced ; and the gentleman, 
exprossiug a tlesin^ to know how the ti'ouhle originated, 
inquired of Manuel how it was brought about. .But no 
sooner had he eonimouoed his story than he was inter¬ 
rupted by Duiui asserting hii# right, according to the laws 
of Soutli Carolina, to make his declai*atiou, N\diich could 
iu»t he lufutcd ])y the negro’s statement, or even testimony 
at law j and in anothoj* jiioment jumjied up, and, taking 
Manuel by thi; collar, commanded him to come along to 
jail; and, tiirniug to the gentleman, daretl him to inter¬ 
fere with his duty. ^ 

“ I know I)ow you take i>eople to jail, very well. I'll 
now see that you perforjii that ^diity properly, and not 
torture prisoners from place to place bofoi*e you get them 
You inflict a worse punishment in taking ijoor, lielpless 
j)eof»le to jail than they suffer after they got there !” said 
he; and immediiitely jf)ined Manuel and walked to the 
jail with him. 
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THE OLD JAIL. 


TH£B£ are tlnee institutions in Charleston—either oi 
whicli would be a stain upon the name of civilisation— 
standing as emblems of the time-established notions of a 
p0oplej and their cherished love for the ancestral rebes of 
a by-gone age. Nothing could point with more unening 
' niiYt than these sombre monuments do^ to the distance 
behind the age that marks the .thoughts and actions of 
the Charlestonians. They arc the poor-house, hospital, 
and jail; but as the latter only j)ertains to our present 
.subject, we prefer to speak of it alone, and leave the,ot|iers 
for another occasion. The workhouse may be saftl to 
form an exception—^that being a new building, recently 
erected upon a Euroj)oan plan. * It is very spacious, with 
an extravagant exterior, surmounted by lofty semi-Gothic 
watch-towers, similar to the old castles upon the lihiue. 

• So gi^t, was the opposition to building this magnihoent 
V temples of a workhouse, and so inconsistent, bqyond the 
progxM of the*age, was it viewed by the iimnifeai 
thi^ 'caus^ the m&yor his defeat at'^^he following 
hnstii^. 'Msmiy Charleaton was, rebuked, for its daring 
pi^jgressLy^i^ building is marked by the singular.cog- 
^ Hutchinson’s ^Polly.” Wifit soi^ewhat 

magniheent building is exdu^vely' fpi; 

One f^t will show how progressive 
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tbe Bcieuce of Uw to govern tke negro^ thoae to 

which the white man is subjected are such as good oi& 
England conferred upon them some centuries ago^ For 
felonious and burglaiious ufTeuces, a while man is confined 
in the common jail; thpn dragged to the market-place, 
stripped, and whipped, that the negroes may laugh ** and 
go see hicJira catch it':" while a negro is sent to the work¬ 
house, confined in his cell for a lejigth of timc^, and then 
whi])pecl according to modern science, but nobody sees it . 
e.vA'ejii by 8i»ecial perfnissiou. Thus the negro has the 
advantage of science and [Jiivacy. 

The jail is a sombre-looking building, with every mark 
of antiquity standing boldly outlined upon its exterior. 
It is surrounded by a high brick-wall, and Its windows 
are grated with double rows of bars, sufficiently strong 
for a modem penitentiary. Altogether^ its dark, gloomy 
appearance strikes those who a])prQach it with the 
thought and assoc'ation of some ancient cruelty. You 
enter through an iron-barred d^or; and' on both sides of 
a uari'ow portal leading to the right ti^'o four small cells 
and a fiithy-looking kitchen, rcsemblliig an old-fiushionod 
smoke-house. These colls are the dt^tors’; and as we 
were |jassing out, after vi^ting a frieiidl a lame mulatto- 
fellow,” with scarcely rags to cover w nakedness, and 
filthy beyond defaorij^tion, stood at w|Lat was oailed the 
kitc1ven~door, ^“That poor dejected bbject,*’ said our 
friend, “ is the cook. ' He is in for xniademe'anour'^M>ne of 
the peculiar shades of it for which a nigger is honotired 
with the jail” “ It seems, then, that cooking is a ptmShi* 
ment in Charleston, and the negro is undergoing the 
))enalty,” said we. “ Yes !” said our friend; ** but the 
poor fellow has a sovereign consolation, which few nigg^ 
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ili Ohaiicston cau l>oast of, and none oi the pribononv 
have : lie can got enough to eat.” 

Tilt' poor fellow held out his hand as vvu passed him, 
aud said, “ Massa^ gm ]joor Abt* a 'bacca I” We 

freely gave him all in oui pos^essiou. 

On the left sitle, after ims'.ing the main iron door, are 
the jadee’s apartments. Passing through another iron 
door, you ascend a iidri’ow, crooked .striirs, and reach the 
second storey : hero aco some eight or nine miberable cells 
—some large and some smai]—batlly ventilated, aud 
entirely destitute of any kind of fiiniitun*, and if they 
ane badly ventilated fur summer,* they are tspiully badly 
provided with means to warm them in winter. In one 
of these mOms were nmo or ten }»cisons, when we visited 
it ; and such was the moibid btench escaping from it, 
that wo were eoin})elled to 2>iit our handkerchiefs to our 
fac'cs. This iloor ls ap2>ropriated for* such crimes as 
assault aud battery j assault and battery with intent to 
kill; refractory ^amen ; dobertor.i ; violating the statutes; 
sus2>icjon of arson ainl murdt'r, , all sorts of 

crimes, varying fcoin the debtor to the jiositivc mur¬ 
derer, burglar, and felon. Wo should have enumerated, 
among tlio rest, all stewards (coloured), whether foi^ngu 
or domestic, who are committed on that singular charge, 
** coiUmvy tQ And it should have been added, eweyt 

tibough cast ainy ttpoti our /tospitah^e s/^es.” Among 
all the$e diAerent sliades of criminals^ mere mtist be 

some verv bad men : and wo could recount three who 

•» * 

w^re, pointed out to as as very dangerous men, yet 
were^d^jrwed tha favour of this door and its associatioxis. 

wan an liish sailor, who was sentenced to three 
years aud nine months’ imprisonment by the -Uidted 
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States’ court, for revolt and a desimate attempt to 
murder the captain of a ship ; the next was a German/ 
a soldier in the United States’ army, sentenred to one 
year and eight months’ imprisonment for killing his 
comrade ; and the third was an English sailor, who 
killed a wonmn; hut as she ha]>{)eiied to be of doubtful 
character, the })residing judge of the sessions sentenced 
him to a ligfU impidsonmeiit, which the Governor very 
qondcacoudingly pardoned alter a few weeks. 

The two foriner acted as attendants or deputy jailers ; 
with the excc])tion of tunxing the key, which privilege 
the jailer reserved for liiiuhclf exclusively. The prin‘ 
ciple may seem a stmnge one, that jdaces men confined 
upon such grav<‘ chai’gcs in a superior ])OiSition over 
prisoners ; and may bo <iuestioiiable with I’egard to the 
discij)line itself. 

From this floor, another iron door op<3ned, and a 
winding jiassage led into th§ third and upper storey, 
whore a third iron door opened into a vestibule, on the 
right and letl of which were grated doors, secui’ed with 
heavj’^ bolts and bars. These 02)ened into narrow j)or- 
tals, with dark, gloomy cells on each side. In the floor 
of each of these cells was large iron itriug-bolt, doubt- 
hiss intended to chain refractory iiriso^ers to; but we 
wore informed that such laisoners were kept in close 
stone cells, in 4 Jf 0 yard, which were commonly occupied 
by negroes and those condemned to capital punishment. 
The ominous name of this third storey was “Mount 
Rascal,” intended, no doubt, as aignifioaut of the class 
of 2)risonei‘s it contained. It is said that genius is 
never idle; the floor of these ooUb bore some elddence 
of the fact in a variety of very fine specimens of carving 
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and flourish work, done with a knife. , Among them 
was a well-executed crucifix, with the Hedeeiner, on 
Calvary—an emblem of hojie, showing how the man 
marked the weary niomonts of his durance. .We spoke 
with many ■ of the juisoners, and heard theii* different 
stories, some of which were really painful. Their crimes 
were variously stated, from that of inuidttt’, arson, and 
picking pockets, down to the felon who had stolen a pair 
of shoes to cover his feet ; one- liad stolen a pair 4jf 
pantaloons, and a little boy had stolon a few door-koys. 
Three boys were undergoing their sentence for murder. 
A man of genteel appearance, who had been sentenced 
to three years’ imprisonment, and to receive two 
hundred «and twenty lashc*s in the market, at different 
periods, complained bitterly of the injustice of his 
case. Some had been flogged in the markt^t, and were 
awaiting their time to be flogged again and lUscharged ; 
and othei*a were confined on suspicion, and had been 
kept in this close durance for more than six months, 
awaitihg trial. We noticed that this worst of injustice, 
“ the law’s delay,” was felt worse by tboae confined on 
the suspicion of 'some paltry theft, who, even were 
they found guilty by. a ju^y, would not have been 
subjected to more than one week’s imprisonment. Yet,, 

i* 

such w'as the adherence to that ancient system of "Bkig- 
lish criminal jurispnidcmce, that it wi^f . impossible for 
most Anocent person to get a hearing, except at 
the regular sessions, which sit ^seldom, and with large 
intervals between.” There is, indeed, a city court in 
Charleston, somewhat morC modem in its juiisprud^ce 
than the ses&donB. It has its city sherifl^ and its city 
officers, and holds its terms more frequently. l%.us is 
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Oharleaton doubly provided with sheiiffN and officials. 
Both aspire to a distinct jurisdiction in civil and 
criminal cases. Prisoners seem mere slmttlecocks be¬ 
tween the shcriftrt, with a decided advantage in favour 
of the county sheriff who is autocrat in rd over the 
; and any criniinal who has the good fortune to get 
a hearing before the city judge may consider himseli’ 
under special obligation to the county sheriff for the 
favmt/r. 

We noticed these cells were much cleaner than those 
below, yet there was a fetid smell escaping from them. 
This wc found arose from the tubs being allowed to 
stand in the I'oonis, where the criminals were closely 
confined, for**^twenty-four hours, ’which, with the action 
of the damp, lumted atmosphere of that climate, was 
of itself enough to breed contagion. We spoke of the 
want of ventilation, and the noxious fillmes that seemed 
almost pestilential; but they seemed to have become 
habituated to it, and told us that th |5 rooms on the 
south side were lighter and more comfortable. Many 
of them spoke cheeifully, and endeavoured to restrain 
their feelings; but the furrows upc^ their haggard 
countenances needed no tongue to utter its tale. 

Hunger was the great griev^ce of '#hich they com¬ 
plained ; and if their stories were true—And we afterward 
had strong that they were—^there was a wanton 

disro^rd of common humanity, and an abuse of power 
the most I’epreheiisible. The allowance per day was a 
loaf of bad bread, w^ghing about nine ounces, and a 
pint of thin, tepuLsive soup, so nauseous that only the 
most necessitated appetite could be forced to receive it, 
merely to sustain animal life. This jwas served in a dirty- 
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looking tin pan, without even a spoon to serve it. One 
man t<jld us that ho had suBsisted on bread and water for 
noarly five weeks—^that lie had lain down to sk^ep in the 
afternoon, and •dreamed that he was devouring ’some 
wholesome nourishment to stay the cravings of his 
appetite, and awoke to grieve that it was but a dream. 
In this maimer his a]>petite was doubly aggravated , yet 
he could get nothing to ap]iea3e its wants until the next 
morning. To add to this cruelty, we found two men in 
close confinement, the most emaciated and abject speci¬ 
mens of humanity we have ever beheld. Wc asked 
ourselves, Lor<l Clod ! wfis it to be that humanity 
should descend so low ?" The first was a forlorn, dejented- 
looking Croaturo, with a downcast countenance, containing 
little of the human to mark his features. His face was 
covered with hair, and so completely matted with dirt, 
and made fiendish by the tufts of coarse hair that hung 
over his' forehead, that u thrill of horror invaded our 
feelings. He had no shoes on his feet; and a pair of 
ragged pantaloons, and the shreds of a striped shirt 
without sleeves, secured around the waist with a string, 
made his only clothing. ' In truth, he had scarce enough- 
to cover his nakedness, and th^t so filthy and swarming 
with vennin thai he kopfr his shouldfers and hands busily 
employed ; while his skin was so incnisted with dirt as 
to leave no trace of its original comptxiori. In this 
manner ho was kept closely confined, and was more like 
a wild beast who saw none but his keepers when they 
came to throw kim his feed. Whether he was kept in 
this manner for bis dark deeds, or to covei*the shame of 
those who Ijieculated upon his misery, we leave to the 
Judgment of the reader. . 
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We asked this poor mortal what , he had done to merit 
such % pnnishmeiit ? He .held his .head down, and 
motioned his fevered lips. Speak out!” said we; 
“f>erhap8 we can get you out.” “I had no shoes, and 
I took a pair of boots fi’om the gentleman 1 worked 
with,’’ said he in a low, murmuring l^ne. 

“ Gr^^ciouSj nian !” said we, a paii* of boots ? And is 
that all you are here for ?” 

" Yes, sir! He lives on the wharf, is very wealthy, and 
is a good man ; ’twasn’t his fault, because ho tried to 
get me out if I’d ])ay foj* the boo^ but they wouldn’t 
let him.” 

“ And how long have you been thus couhned T said we. 

“Better than live mouths ; but it's because*there an’t 
room up stairs. They’ve been promising me some clothes 
for a long time, but they don’t conic,” he continued. 

“And how much lougei* have you to stop in this 
condition T 

^ “Well, they say 'at court sets in October; it’s .some¬ 
thin like two months off. The grand jury ’ll visit the 
jail then, and maybe they’ll find a bill against me, and 
I’ll be tried. I don’t care if they only' don’t flog me in 
that fish-market.” ^ 

“ Then you have not been tried yet ? WeU, may God 
^ve that man jiieace to enjoy his bounty, who would 
consign a pooi^bject like thee to such cmelty !” said we. 

“I was raised in Cliarlcstoii—can neither read nor 
write; I have no father, and my mother is crazy in the 
poor-house, and T work about the city for a living, when 
I’m, out!” said he. There was food for reflection in this 
p6or fellow’s' simple’ story, which we found to be correct, 
as cori'oborated by the jailer. 
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‘‘ Do you get enough to eat ?” we asked. 

“ Oh, no, indeed ! I could eat twice as much. That’s the 
worst oii't; ’twouldu’t be bad only *for tliat. I git me 
loaf in the ihomin’, and nie soup at twelve ; but 1 don’t 
git nothin’ to eat at night, and a feller's mighty hungry 
afore it’s time to lay down,” said he. 

We looked around the room, aiub not seeing apything 
to sleep ujKui, curiosity led us to ask him*where he slept. 

“ The jail allows us a blanket—^that’s mine in the 
cOmei*; 1 spread it at night when J wants to go to Insd,” 
he answered, quite cojitentedly. We left the p^or wretch, 
for oiir feelings could withstand it no longer. The state 
of society that would thus reduce a human beijig needed 
more pity ithan the callou-sed bones reduced to such a bed. 


His name was Bergen. 

The other was a young Irishman, who had been dragged 
to jail in his shirt, pantaloons, and hat, on suspicion of 


having stolen seven dollars from a comrade. He had 


been in jail very near four months, and in regard to filth 


and vermin was a counteii>art of the other. A death-like 


smell, so offensive that we stopj»ed upon tlxc threshold, 


esca][>ed from ^he room as soon as the door opened, 
enough to destroy a coiuinoti constitution, which his 
emaciated limbs bore the strongest evidence of. 

The prisoners upon the second storey were allowed the 
privilege of the yard during certain hoi^ in the day, 
and the deljioi’s at all hours in .the day; yet all were 
subjected to the same fare. In the yard were a number 
of very close cells, which, as we have said before, were 
kept lor negroes, refractory criminals, and those con- 
d^noi^to capital punishment. Tjbese cells seemed to be 
held a terror over the criminals, and well they might; 
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for we never witnesaetl anything more dkmal for the 
teneni^eiit of man. 

Tliere arc mo many thingvS .standing in monimfiil opposi¬ 
tion, at th»,‘ South, to'that over-vaunted saying wdiicli has 
even heconie ORtahlished as truth, in the feelings of those 
not pi'actically ac([aaiuteil with Southern cliaiueter (*■ Wc 
are a hospilnhle 2 )eoj)hi'’), that we have been at a loss to 
Icjjow from what it sprijigs, and cjiiestion its reality, ujjon 

fact. When there is no c«)llateral .substance to confirm 

* 

the assertions of ;i ]>oo)»le that they arti generous, it 
need.s no exti‘a(»rdinary ex^iansion of tlu»ughi to disci^ver 
that it is inonily a liue-sjniii fallacy, giving to i)relimin0.ry 
shovT an a.s.suiii 2 )tion 'which the elcj.se observer finds suifi- 
clent masked evi<h?nce to reje<jt. Tbo coiTc\iJl observer 
wants the, .substjuitial ; In* does not stoj^ aud write upon 
the flattery that Is heaiuid nj)on him, but through it; 
andwliilo Ikj di,sea.r(ls the s 2 )ecious 2 >rotencc, he will search 
for the vtTifviiig hy]n)tlnjsis. Men who stniggle with 
delicate nit3ta2>hysical reasoning, and jirotect tlieniselves 
by it, ill order to «Us.sevor those who arcs near akin to 
them by blood, aud send thorn to liv^ out a miserahle 
existence in the mystery of slave jjiJiilosoiihy, cannot 
jii’ove their generosity and liosjiitality before- the ci’vilised 
world. New England i?i generous, but her giaierosity 
is. clothed in siinjile modesty. The Soutii grasps, 
op 2 >r(}sso.s, and neglects the fimt ofisjirmg of generous 
nature; aud^et she boasts generasity with ostentation, 
lest the world shouhl think her unjust, or doubt her 
ennobling qualities of slaveiy. Wo have witnessed this 
in its manifold workings, and speak froin exiierience. 
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HOW IT IB. 

It is our objoct to show the reader bow many gross 
abuses of power exist in Charleston, and to j>oint him to 
the source. • In doing this, the task becomes a delicate 
one, for there are so many tilings we could wi.sb were 
not so,.because wo kiK>w there are maiiy good iniiU in the 
community*whoso feelings arc enlisted in the right; but 
their power is not coequal; and if it were, it is checked 
by an opposite influence. 

The Southerjier tells us these are not abuses, that they 
are merely common-place evils, which you soon becjoine 
accustomed to, awl will look upon them as he does, with 
a sort of pleasure; and he laughs at you immeasura]>ly 
if you pretend to symjiatbiso with a negro—tells you a 
nigger is only a nigger/’ intended td be used by the 
white man as a mere thing for his use, pleasure, and 
emolaxnent. 

We attribute th^se abuses, and the want of correction, 
to that anxiety and excitement which absoj^bs the atten¬ 
tion of Southerners in the political government of an iii- 
.stitutjon that has now become dangerous to the jieace of 
the State. They seem careless in the grossest wrongs, and 

9 

leave destructive evils untouched, falsely considering them 
*nf TTtin oHimjiortajice. Northerners, and even Knglishmen,^ 
frequently become habituated to this indulgence of evils, ' 

f c 
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aud not only follow in th<j Southerners’' wake, but lead, 
public ojjjiiioii with more vigour than th^ Southerner. 
This is a source of much evil, aud seems to make public 
opinion doui)ly cojnipt. Wo cannot agree with this code 
of social goverjimeiit, nor can we accept the Sontheriiers’ 
excuse in this age of a free Republic. A community Sf» 
tenacious of maintaining its high-sounding pretences must 
not leave the worst vestiges of a barbai’ous age standing 
ill its midst, in practical force. 

When time, and the progress of events, have foi'Ced 
no stimulant into the fuelings of a jxiople, for the purpose 
of elevating the condition of the lower classes, the mind 
is ceiiain to be found merged in the preseiwation of 
sfnne abstract and sujjoi'ficial form of goveniUM^JUt w^hich 
is dangerous. This is shown in almost eveiy walk of 
life in Charleston, when; the people seem to forget those 
.small fractions of political ecoiiony, which, acting ujion the 
working mass, conseiwes its power, and- nurtums it into 
the faith and strength of government. They have lost sight 
of a general justice, and are continually reasoning upon the 
right of liberty, while leaving the tme exercise of it un¬ 
touched. They tell you of great prind^les, and recount 
the theories that have been laid dowii.^ since the time of 
Moses; and yet their arguments all mefge into pririmry 
benefits. Tliey war with the Federal Government, and they 
war with Englmid, because, the JSktte holds, they interfere 
with her “ first principles,” without which it would be 
im^xtssible to protect themselves against what they style 
unconstitutional encroachments. Secondary minds follow 
ill the same wake, instead of forming their opinions upon 
research or principle. If this class sought its own interest, 
it would found a consen'ative medium to correct ^uses, 
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aud hold in check that power wliich has held back the 
interests of a State through its iilti'aisin. 

The more intelligent of the lower classes look upon 
the subject of iiolitics in its proper Hiilit—they see tbc 
crushing clfcct the doctrine of inillification lias upon 
their interests; yet, though their numbers are not few, 
their voice is small, and cannot sound through the chaji- 
iiels that make popular infliiciiee. Thus all caster of 
society are govomed by impracticable abstractions.’ 

Tbe jail belongs to the ccuinty—the municip.al authori¬ 
ties have no voice in it : and the Slate, iu its legislative 
benevulence, has juovided thij’ty cents a day foJ" the 
maintenance of each ])rison('i‘. This small sum, in the 
State of ^outh Carolina, Avhtsro profusion is extremely 
higli, may be considered as a paltry pittance ; but more 
especially so when th(^ magnificemt pretensions of South 
(Jarolina aro taken into eonsitleration, and a com|^>arlson 
is made between this meagi'(} allowance and th,at of other 
States. Even Georgia, her sister State, and one whose 
plain modesty is reiilly worthy of Iicr enterprising 
citizens, takes a more enlightened view of a criiHinaVs 
circumstances—allows forty-four cents a day for bis 
ijfiaiiifcenancc, and treats him as if be was j*eally a human 
being. But for this disparity'aml the wanton neglect of 
humane feelings South Carolinians ex<!Uso themselves 
uixm the gi*ound that they have no penitentiary; nor 
do they believe in that system of juinish^tmt, contending 
that it creates mi impi’opcr competition w’ith the honest 
mochanic, and gives countenaiirti ^ to crime, because it 
attempts to improve criminals. The common jail is made 
the place of ccin^ei^ent, while the whipping-post ajad 


staiwation sn 



tile correctives. 
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The slieiiff being created an absolute functionary, with 
unlimited poweiii to control the jail in all its varied 
fum^tions, without either eoininissioTiers or jail-committee, 
wdiat statti of nuinagement may bo expected ? The court 
gives no specilic difectiou as to the a])ai‘tinent or inode of 
conrmernent when scuteiicing a criminal; consequently, 
it IxH'oHKis an established fact that the legislative conh- 
dence j'oposedin the sheriff is used as a medium of favours, 
to b(* dispensed as best suits tlio feelings or interests of 
the incumbent. Sucli power in the hands of an arbitrary’, 
vimlii tive, or a\'aricious man, alibrds unlimited means of 
abuse, and without fear of exposurci. 

It may be inferred from what we have said that the 
jailer was relax in his duty. This is not the ease ; for 
we have good authority that a more kind-lieaiied and 
benevtdent man never filled the olfice. But his power was 
so restricted by tiiose in absolute control, that his office 
became a mere turnkey’s <liity, for which he was ])aid 
t)io ]httaneeof live hundred dollar's Ji-yoar, or theimbouts. 
Thus, he discharged his duty according,to the instructions 
of the sherifl’, who, it is well k'Hown, looked upon the jail 
as a means of specudatiou ’ and, in carrying out his pur¬ 
poses, he would give veiy beiiev^oleiit iui 4 ructions ui words, 
and at the same time withhold the ineans of caiTying 
them out, like- the veiy good man who always preached, 
but never praised. 

Now, how IS it'? What is the regimen of tliis jail- 
prison, and how is it provided ?■ We will say nothing of 
that arduous duty which the jailer j)ei*forms hir his small 
sum, nor the report tlxat the sheriff’s ofiioe is woi*th four¬ 
teen thousand dollars a-year: those things are too well 
established; But the law provides thirty cents a day foi’ 



156 


A^ANUEL PEREIRA. 


the prisonor’H maiiitt‘nauco, which shall be received by the 
sheriff, who is to procure one pound of good bread, and 
one pound of good beef jKjr day for each man. Now, this 
provision is capable of a very elastic coTistriictioii. The 
poor criminal is given a loaf of bad bread, costing about 
three cents, and a }X)und of meat, the most unwholesome 
and sickly in its appearfince, costing five cents. Allowing 
a margin, however, and we may say the incumbent Has* a 
very nice profit of from eighteen to twenty cjonts |ier day 
on each prisoner. But as no ]>rovision is jnade against 
the |)ossibiUty of the criminal eating his men,t raw, he is 
very delicately forc<id to an alternative which has another 
profitable issue for the sheriff: that of taking a pint of 
diluted water, very improperly called souj). Thus is 
carried out that ancient law of England which even she 
is now ashamed to own. Our feelings arc naturally rouH(‘d 
against the perpetration of such abuses upon .suffering 
humanity. We struggle between a wish to speak well of 
her whose power it is to practise them, and an im[)erative 
du^y that commands us to speak for those wIjo caimot 
speak for themselves. 

These thin^ could not exist if the juihlic mind was 
properly enlightemid. It is uii^uticessary to spend many 
woi*ds in exposing such palpable abuses, or to trace the 
cause of theii* existence and continuance. 

One cause of this is the wilful hlindne!:^ and silly gas¬ 
conade of some of th(xse who lead and form public opinion. 
With South Carolinians, nothing is done in South Caro¬ 
lina that is not greater than ever was done in the United 
States. No battles were ever fought that »South Carolina 
did, not win ; no ^te-sman was ever equal to Mr. Caihqfii; 
no ontyfederacfy.'^oulcT be equal to the Southern, with 
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South C^arolina at its head; no political doctrines contain 
HO much vital element as secession, and no society in the 
Union is equal to South Carolina for caste and elegance, 
m^t excepting tho worthy and learned aristocracy of 
Boston. 

A will to do as it pleases and act as it pleases, without 
national restraint, is the great drawback under which 
Soutli OaiX)liiia sends fo)*th her groaning tale of political 
distress. Let her look upon her dubious glory in its 
proper light; let her obsoiwo the rights of others, and 
found her acts in justice ; annihilate her gi*asping sydrit; 
and she will find a power adequate to her own ])resei*va~ 
lion. She can then show to the world that she gives 
encountgement to the masses, and is determined to j)erse- 
vei-e in tliat moderate and forbearing policy which creates 
its owiL pi*ott*,ction, merits admiration abroad, instead of 
rebnkc, and which needs iio gorgeous militoiy display to 
mai’shal jieace at the j>oint of the bayonet. 

If Soutlierners wci*e h'ss pains-taking in the preserva¬ 
tion of slavery, it would strengthen their cause ; they 
w^uld act upon principle and not ffear; they would 
res])ect the laws of other nations, and tl*cat their citizens 
according to their rights ^of citizenships Vain praise, to 
dazzle the good sense ajnl discernment of strangers, would 
be nimecessary; nor would* the sound of their high- 
blooded aiices^y, their political right^f, and their belly 
theologies^ be so often called into requisition. Even their 
noisy, offensive, and felicitously-termed elegancies of caste, 
and valour bom in the stock, would not be needed for 
strangers’ ears. The Southerner juvites you to his gaieties, 
andupdiat s6journing scribblers have termed the hospi* 
tality of Southern life; but he seldom shows the 
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dark side of the picture, or how a multitude live on small 
fere, while he reaps the bounties of their labour and 
revels in luxury. 

To one who could join in all those gaieties, diasolute 
habits, and licentious revelries, the mirrors of mock hos- 
pitality, in which gay ladies give coni’ticrs broad licence 
for their rudeness, and yet consider it tho very soul of 
gentility, the scenes of Southern life would form a picture 
of pleasantry, and society would seem to live in the hap¬ 
piest enjoyments. But to one who considers the source 
from which they are 'derived-, tho thousands that .suffer 
• while these gorgeous enjoyments” are being exhausted,, 
and the difficulty of raising a small sum for an object of 
charity, thdir ft-ailty is exposed. We cont(‘n<l that Southern 
hospitality is false material, based upon external show, 
maintained by strained effort, and continued to conceal 
the true nature of things. South CarolinianR cling to 
every law that is oppressive, and have even become ob¬ 
noxious to the other Southern States ; th<;y seem reared 
to a strange knowledge of themselves, and yet we never 
were among a people so destitute of practical knowledge, 
or the manner in which public affairs are conducted 
abroad. And yet th^ are the^ very people who boast of 
hospitality most, and set forth the largest pretence of 
freedom. 

This freedom is a bad substrata of ^,?istocratic de¬ 
mocracy, ill at ease with itself, and without conjddence 
in others. These things, are in harmony with the state 
policy, and subsequently with that of tho municipal 
authority, the effec|-, which we find to be a strong 
desire to preserl^N#e prejudiciaf peculiarities of pofipis 
sentiu^enk .'^ey'^eld to excitements; and the 
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\^bo attempts to assume au independeut positi<nl; and 
shake off those fatal restraints, consigas himself to a 
felon’s abode. Nothing seems more uncongenial to their 
feelings than a spirit of rational independence—spirit 
that would attempt to warn them of the real and 
imminent danger aiising from their own acts. In over¬ 
estimating their moral courage, which consists of the 
bravado of speech, they forswear against practical results, 
and threaten a magnitude of desj)erate acts againsi 
the general welfare of the Union, without having sub¬ 
stance to carry^ any of them out. These overt acts 
have consolidated themselves into a iriaterial enonnity 
of legislative ])owoi’, inariifestcd in tho.so outrageous acts 
of impi’isoning the .citizens of Great Britain and the 
Noi*thern States, and setting the central powers of both* 
Governments at defiance. 

■Let South Oarolioa vie>^ her policy upon principle, 
instead of speculation ; lot her condescend to inquire 
how far her limited means will support her in her ex¬ 
travagant position; and, if she have nOt over-estimated 
herself in her presumptuous resolving and re-resolving 
for the first position in the Southern fconfederacy, then 
let her rejoice that slie k the brilliant power that hei* 
statesmen toll her she is. But she must remember that 
things primary to her are secondaiy to her sister States, 
and that they<®ill not follow her cupidity. The seizing 
upon every pretext to enforce unjust laws, and adding 
espionage to nurture an ■ institution that fears its omi 
existencei is not only hazardous to those who ‘havei 
intercourse with the commerce of the state, but an in- 
eriiihible proof of a v^k Government, that would protect 
itself through violations of. right. It further pr '’^es an 
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a^iileial systtaii of .society, coiitmiy to natural law, and 
aaserting an authority hoyoiid constitutional or* con¬ 
ventional gi‘anta ; for what right have we to punish the 
innocent citizens of Great .Britain for that over which 
they have no control, and who, by natui’al Liw and the 
constitution of their couutiy, arc entitled to the same 
privileges oi‘ liberty as the highest citizen I By these, to 
say the least, imj)olitic acts, South Candiniaus not only 
^ake themselves the arhitmtors of national law, but dic¬ 
tators, taxing the iutorests of those who reside in foreigii 
countries, without a shadow of right; and thus trauiplmn^t, 
under-h)ot tliose great prineijdes so clearly founded in 
natural law, wlii<^h give to the common feeling.s of all 
men coididbnce in the iidministratiori of justice. 

* If an instit ution in one ])orti(ni of a common cotiutry 
becoimss repugnant to the ]jeo}»Jc in another, the peo2)le 
whei'e that itistitution exists may, at most, atiake muni¬ 
cipal regulations to protect its existence; but whore those 
.regulations pre judice ^tersened liberty, and involve geiierjil 
<piestions of federal rights and obligations, it should be 
extremely cautious. And wlien tin' gi'eat question of a 
foreign citizen arises, and one belonging to a Goveninient 
so tenacious of the rights'of itg citizens.as Great Britain, 
the extent of jurisdiction should be* carefully considered, 
and no fear exhibited in bringing the question to a 
test upon the principles of coiumon la^^tand coramo;) 
justice. 

Whatever they do, no matter bow small and insignifi¬ 
cant to the exjieriencod eye, fco them it is greater than i.'fi 
done elsewhere, and must he right, full of justice and 
'^liberty, because it was. done by them*. This may bo j»en 
by mannbt in they have secluded themselves 
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fivjiii alJ tluiigs, that promote the welfare of the gouei^ , 
eriinmnt. Its attem[)t.s to violate its tj'eaty faith with 
other gt>\ciiiments add no little to prove the theory of 
tln*ir itieoiisistent proceedings. Ainl all the^se unwar¬ 
rantable jjrocoodings hang iipoji the small hinge of 
sluverv. 
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CHAPTER XTV. 

MANUEL PEREIRA (JOlkDIlTTED. 

It was msarly eleven o’clock as they jiscendod the jail- 
steps and rang the bell for admittance. Tlie jailer, a 
stout, rough-looking man, opened the iron door, and, as 
Manuel was about to step over the stone .sill, Bunn gave 
him a sudden push that sent him htnKll«>ng upon the floor. 
“ Heavens h what now ?” inqtiircd the jailer with a look 
of astonishment, and at the next monieut Dunn raised his 
foot to kick Manuel in the face. 

‘^You infernal beast!” .said the jailer, ‘-you ai'e more 
like a savage than a man I You arc drunk now, you vaga¬ 
bond,” and jumped in betwooii thoiii to save him from the 
effect of the blow. As he did thi.s, tlu* gentleman who 
accompanied them from the “ corner shf)p,” .as a protection 
against Dunns cruelty, fetched Dmiu a blow on the back 
of th<j neck that made him stagger again.st a door, and 
created such confusion as to artmsc the whole jail. Turn¬ 
ing to Manuel, he, with the assistance of the jailer, raise<l 
him from the ground, and led him into the jail-office. 
" Mister Jailer,'’ said Dunn, the prisoi^ is mine until 
>BUch times as you receipt the commitment, and I demand 
'protection from you against this man. He has committed 
tt'wu violent assaults upon me, when I’d be doing me 

; have violated all duty, and are more like tui 
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incarnate fiend. You first ^ecoy men into mm-shops, 
and then you plunder and abuse thorn, because you think 
iliey are black and can got no redress. You abused that 
man uuniercifully, because you knew his evidence was not 
valid against you!” said the gentleman, turning to the 
jailer, and givung liinj the particulars of what he saw in 
the “ cornel- shop,” and what cruelties he had seen prac¬ 
tised by Dunn on former occasions. 

The jailer looked upon Msyiuel^with comniisei-ation, 
and handed him u chair to sit down on. The poor fellow 
was excited and fatigued, for he had eaten nothing that 
dav. and been treated more like a brute than a human 
being from the time he left the shi}> until he arrived at 
the jail. He readily accepted the kind offai*, and com¬ 
menced to tell the story of his treatment. 

“ You need not tell me ; I know too much of that xn^ 
already. It lias long boon a, mystery to me why he is 
retained in office—” 


Here Dunn interrupted. “ Sure, it’s far master I’d obey 
and not yerself, an’ I’d do what I’d pl^ with prisonertf, 
and it’s his business and not yeers. tf ye had yer way, 
sure, you’d he makin’ white men of ei^ry nigger that ye 
turned a key ujion.” , i 

“Give me none of your insolenc^’ sidd the jailer. 
“ You have no authority beyond my (|oor. Your brutal 
treatment to^isoners has caused me on immense deal of 
trouble—more than my paltry pay would induce me to 
stay fbr. Suppose you were indicted for these outrogea ; 
what would be the result ?” asked the jailer. 


Sure, it’s meself could answer for the shmffi, 
yer bothering yerself. I’d not work fbr yer, but 
and he’s yer master anyhoyr, and knows all about 
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me the receipt, aud that’s all I’d ax yer. When a iiigger 
don’t mind me, I just makes him feel the delight of a 
hickory stick.” 

Yes, if you had the shame of a man in you, you’d not 
make a beast of yourself with liquor, and treat these pooi- 
stewaixis aa if they were dogs,” said the jailer. 

“ Indeed, ye might learn a thing or two if yc was a 
])olitician like meself, and belonged to the secession jMirty. 
An’ if his honour the sheriff—for he’s a dacent man— 
knew ye’d be j)reachin’ in that shajw, yc wouliln’t keei>the 
jail Tnent the morning. Be letting mo out, and make 
much of the nigger; ye have him there.” 

The jailer unlocked the door, and allowed him to pass, 
out, with a* pertinent rebuke. This was but a trifling 
afiair in Dunn’s ear, for he knaw his master’s feelings too 
well, and was backed by him in his most intolerable pi-o- 
ceedings. Betuming to the ofiicc, he looked at the com¬ 
mitment, and then again at Manuel. This is a ^ conti’ary 
to law’ case, I see, Mr. Manuel; you are a likely fellow, 
too, to come within that,” said he. 

“ Yes, if I understand him right, he’s a shipwrecked 
sailor, l>elongmg to a foreign vessel that was driven in 
here in distress,’.’ said the man. It’s a hard law that 
imprisons a coloured seaman who comes here voluntarily; 
but it seems beyond all manner of precedent to imprison 
a shipwrecked man like this, especially wl|^^i he seems so 
respectable* . There are no circumstances to wari'ant the 
enforcement of such a law.” Thus saying, he left the 
jail. 

jBe it said of the jailer, to his honour, so far as personal 
went;' he did his utmost—^brought him water to 
%ii8k Jiimsel^ and gave him some dean clothes. Afta: 



MANUEL PEREIR^. 165 

which he was I’egistered upon the criminal calendar as 
follows:— 

“ March 21, 1 852 .—Maiuitd Peirire.—[Oonmiitted by] 
Sheriff- Slieriff. Crime — Contrary to law^ 

Now the jailor had done his duty, so far as his feelings 
wci‘0 concerned; but such were the stern requirements of 
the law, and his functions so i-estrictod by Mr. Grimshaw, 
that he dare not make distiiu^tions. He called Daley, 
one of the criminal assistants, and ordered him to show’ 
the prisoner his room. 

Here, my boy, take yer blanket,” said Daley ; and, 
throwing him a coarse, tilthy-lookiiig blanket, told him 
to roll it up ami follow him. “It’s on the second floor 
well put ye, among the stewards \ there's a*uice lot on 
’em to keep yer company, and ye’ll- have a jolly time, my 
boy.” Manuel followed through the second iron door 
until he came to a large door secured with heavy bolts 
and bars, which Daley began to withdraw and unlock. 
“ Don’t be takiu’ it amiss; it’s a right good crib, savin’ 
the bed, an’ it’s that’s the worst of it. Bad luck to old 
Grimshaw, an’ himself thinks everybody’s bones he’s as 
tuf as his own,” said Dajpy, and threw o^Kin the heavy 
doors, sending forth thos(^ominous prison sounds. “All 
here ? Ah ! yer a pretty set of lambs, as the British 
consul calls yeca. Have ye ever a drdp to si)are ?” At 
this, three or|jpir resjiectable-lookiiig black men came to 
the door and greeted Manuel. “ Come, talk her out, for 
th’ auld man’ll be on the scent.” At this, one of the 
confined stewards, a tall, good-looking mulatto man, ran 
his hand into a large opening,in the wall, and drew forth 
a little soda-bottle filled with Monpngahela whiskey. 
Without giving reasonable time for politeness, Dale^ 
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seized the bottle, and, putting it to his mouth, guaged 
about half its contents into liis hominy dejrot, smacked 
his lips, wiped his month with his cuff, ainl, ])assiiig the 
balance back, shut and rebolted the door, after saying. 
Good luck till yens, an’ 1 wish yeas a meny time.” The 
I'eader may imagine what provision the State or the sheriff 
had made for the comfort of these poor men—one of whom 
was imju'isoned because it wiis coTitraiy to law'* to be 
driven into the port of Charleston in distress, and tlie lest, 
pea’ccahle, unoffending citizens belonging to distant States 
and countries, and gnilty (jf no crime—when we describe 
the room and regimen to which they were subjected. 
The room Wiis about twenty-,six feet long and ten feet 
wide. The brick walls were plasteied and colouind with 
some kind of blue wash, which, however, was so nearly 
obliterated with dirt and the danip of a southern climate 
jis to leave ■ but little to show wliat its original coloui' 
was. The walls weiv e(»vcred with the condensed 
moisture of the atmo,^j)kci'c, spiders liuiig their tcstooiied 
network overhead, and cockroaches and ants—those 
domcsticatoil pi'sts of Sontii Carolina,—were running 
about tl)e flooi* in swarms, and^hol<ling all legal rights to 
ratwiis ill sujieiiabivo contempt Two small a|)ertures in 
the wall, about fourteeii inches square, and double-barred 
with heavy flat iron, served to admit light and air. 
The reader may thus judge of its gloq^'y apjieai'anoe, 
and what a miserable, unhealtlij’^ cell it must have been 
in which to place men just arrived from sea. Thei\: 
was not the least vestige of furniture in the room, not 
eYen a bench to sit upon \ for the Btate, with its gracious 
hospitality, forgot that men in jail over sit down : but it 
waa in keeping with all other things that the State left 
to the coptrol of ite officials. 
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Am J to be iiunished in tliis mi»ei*able place ? Why, 

[ oannot see wlierc I’m goiu.i; ; and have I nothing to lay 
tiown npojj but the flooj', and that creeping with live 
creatures!” inquired Manuel of tho.’sc who wei'C already 
inured to the hardshi]). 

Nothing ! nothing ! Bring your mind to i‘ealise the 
wtwst, and forget the cruelty while you are suffering it; 
they let us out a pai’t of the day. We are locked up 
to-day because one of the assistants stole my friend’s 
liquor, and he dan'tl to aeeiisc him of thi; theft because 
he was a white man,’ said a tall, fine looking mulatto 
mail by the natue of dames .Redman, who was steward on 
board a Thoiuastown (Maine) ship, and declared that he 
had visited Oharlestou on a former occasiflu, ami, l:»y 
paying h^ve dollars to one of the officers, mnained on 
board of tlio ship unmolested. 

“ And how long jhall 1 liave to suffer in this manner ?” 
inquired Manuel. (Jan i not have my own bed and 
chithiiig f’ 

"‘Ob, yes,” said Hodman : ‘“you can have them, but if 
you bring them herti, they’ll not be worth anything when 
you leave; and the ]»t^soncrs u])on - this floor ai*e so 
starved and destitute tl^xt necessity forces them to steal 
whatever comes in their way; and the assistants arc as 
much impUcatoLl as the prisonm-s. You’ll fare hard, but 
just do as v:||||do iu a calm ; wait for the wind to blow, 
and pray for the best. If you say auythings or grumble 
about it, the sheriff will order you locked u]> on the 
thin! storey, and that’s worse than death itself. The first 
thing you do, make profiarations for something to eat. 
Wo pay for it here, Wt don’t get it; and you’d starve 
afore you’d eat what they give them poor white 
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|aiso]iai',s. They suffca* worse than wc do, only they have 
cli^ner rooms.” 

“ T pray for"' my deliverance from such a place as this. 
I’m not a slave—England will not let them make me 
one ! Monai'chy spleads its liberty there, and republicans 
may learn democracy from it. I have found a place where 
the flag of my countiy will not inntect me now ; but I will 
trust to it hereafter. Danger must be deep where liberty 
is not one’s own, and the blood of men is bought and sold 
like trifles in a toy-shop,” said ho. 

Manuel’s misfortunes were hlacky consequently there 
was no sympathy for him in South Carolina; and his 
pleading the love of old England, which ho claimed as his 
country, had about as much effect as a negro’s iraploniig 
would have u^sju a master who was inflicting cruel 
punishment upon him. His good conduct, honesty, and 
slight tinge of colour, formed no exceptions to the 
general rule. ^ 

But what is him all for ?” ho again inquired, wit!) au 
air of surpiise. They must be strange people to fear 
me, when I can do no harm; yes, him more strange than 
Hottentot, for he share his tent with me, and give me to 
eat and drink.” 

His mamiers and appearance at once enlisted the 
respect of those present, and they immediately set to 
work with all the means at hand to ma^e him com¬ 
fortable. Joseph Jociquei, a young man who had been 
taken from a vessel just arrived from Bio, and was more 
fortunate than the rest in having a mattress, seeing 
Manners weak condition, immediately removed it from 
its place, and^^^reading it upon the floor, invited him to 
li^ dowi^ ^ invitation^ was as acceptable as it- waa' 
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kind on tht) paii; of Jociquei j ami the poor fellow laid his 
weary limbs upon it, and almost siniultanegusly fell into 
a profound sleep. 

Manuel continued to sleep. His fi^cc and head were 
scarred in several places, which wei*e dressed and covered 
with pieces of jilaHter that the jailer had supplied. His 
companions—for such we shall call those who were 
confined with him—sat around him, discussing the 
circumstances that brought him there, .and the manner 
in which they could best relieve his suffering. ^^It’s 
just as I was sarved,” said Redman; “ and I’ll hot that 
rod-headed constable, Dunn, brought him up and abused 
him in all them Dutch shops. 1 didn’t know the law, 
and lit! made me give Rim thr('.e dollars not put the 
handcufis upon me, and then I had to treat him in every 
grog-shop we came to. Yes, and the fast shop we were 
ill he throw’d liquor in me face, cursed the Dutchman 
that kept the shop, kicketl me, and' tried every way in the 
world to raise a fuss. If I hadn’t kuow*d the law here 
too well, I’d whipt him siu*e. I have suffered the want 
of that three dollars since I bin hero. ’Twould sarved 
me for coffee. We have neither coffee nor bread to¬ 
night, for wo gave our allowance of ba^ bread to tbc 

\ 

white 2 >risonera; but we must do something to make the 
poor fellow comfortable. I know the constable has kept 
him all day con|pg up, and he’ll be hungiy as soon as he 
awakes.” 

‘‘What a pictuiu of human charity—^the offspring of 
the noble chivalry of great, generous, and hospitable 
South Carolina! He will find a good Mend in his consul, 
but little friendship amongst those who talk it most. 
When slavery dies, man’s love to man may flourish heife, 
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aud nature may not send forth her bounties and her fi.*ee 
* 

offerings in vain. Men will not then travel through the 
lanes of the city to ]>eddle torture at a penny a pang ; 
nor will the sound of its gi'oans break n}»oii our ears 
through their iron monitors, to startle us into teri’or,” 
whispered Jociqiiei, as he laid his hand softly upon 
Manuel’s wrist. 

“Won’t he receive his idlowance to-day, like another 
prisoner?” inquired Copeland, a thicik-set, well-formed, 
dark-skinned negro steward, who had formerly conducted 
a barber’s shop in Fleet-street, Boston, hut was now attached 
to the schoorujr Oscar Joms, Kellogg, master. 

“ Oh, no, sir,” said Ihsdman ; “ that’s against the rules 
of the jail. Evcrytliing is done by rule here, oven to pay¬ 
ing for what we don’t get, and starving the prisoners.” 

“I am no slave,” contiimed Jocicjuei; “my colour would 
not challenge mt) as such. My father educated rne for a 
higher purpose on earth. I love my God and my crucifix. 
T love the divine image of God’s work. He has s])road 
the path of man with his bounties, and given him the 
power of creative joy. The things of earth are his —his 
for the monarch and serf to tmibracc. Ho created it that 
men would be men among ^bemselvcs, not that they 
would make bond-fle.sh of their kinsmen. 

“ But man ! rcleTitles.s man ! that would enslave us all 


for gold, and tliinks himself born to a ipMori’s conquests 
in flesh, ft^a^s th{i whispering sound of his fellow-man’s 
ypi|e, lest it should ignite the match of some engulfing 
jfflmte. to consume him in his own iniquity. How civilised 
Ifi^tdiis century of things so gimt! A nation says it’s 

says it twice and thrice in praise and long-strained 
fearing the world should doubt its faith. And 
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yet, with faith Jis piii'e as those who sotiiitl those long and, 
laiich-lovod words, they send ns to a prison—fearing the 
tints iruTf^ hrowiied upon our skiJi—to waste in chains, 
and aggi’avate our souls upon tlie sight of iron bars and 
dark clrisnis, through whicli the twinkling light of hea^'cu 
steals to cheer our hopes in him whose freedom’s mocked 
by man. ’Tis but a faird. light, shadowing divine meek¬ 
ness througli the gr^-atest of wor’ks : while man, in liis 
o.-itentiitious littleness, dreams himsidf into the opulence 
of power, making suppliant rulers disdain right and 
jiLstieo. CJod that lo\'es—man that tluinks him for his 
glory with oiie bi'oath, stamps the seal of oi)prossioii, and 
sells his fellow-man with the next. Man’s robes may be 
eostly, and his fare suinptuons ; but if his liberty is not 
his own, what is he ? The depriver may tell him he is a 
man ; but tlie longings of bis beai*t condemn the .assertion. 
Libei’iy ! who that d(»es noi- love it ? A slave more, 
who feels the loss most. ’Tis like, a gushing spring of 
limpifl water, sending foilli its crystal branches, that all 
may drink and be its busbandmaii. It ie the vital foun¬ 
tain that gives to common life its shield and buckler; 
that makes it wayward in itj })rogre3S, and reminds the 
pcx)r and the ennobled thaktbey may alike leave a name to 
their country,” solilot^uised Joeiquei, still holding Manuel 
bv the wrist, 

“ That wonl Kl>e veiy good in some })arts of the. world ; 
but it won’t go down in South Carolina. We don’t 
pass for men liere ; we’re only bits of }>roi)Ci*ty, valued 
according to our conditions, like good horses and mules. 
Lord, man ! you’ve got to learn a goo<l many things yet 
about what kind of animals wc arc here. They'll tiy you 
l)efort a magistrates’ court of two drunken magistrates. 
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and condemn you for witchcraft, if they hear you tolk 
that way. Didn’t you see that minister laiigh right out 
the other day, and seemed so ploascnl when he was looking 
at ns in the yard ?” inquired Kedmaii jocosely. 

“ Yes,” returned Jociquei ; ‘^but what of that ?'* 

“ Enough ! You wtmld soon discover the extent of it 
if you were jmt uj> under the hammer and sold. Didn't 
you hear the jailer Jisk him as much?” continued K<*d- 
rnan. 

" I thought nothing of it, if I <lid; jierhayjs he was 
thinking of his sermon. Ministei's are deep thinkers, and 
often very absent minded.” 

“Tme; this one must have been a deej) thinker, fur be 
replied that he was pleased to see such fine proimrty as we 
were. The query of his amusement seemed solved to the 
jailer’s mind ; and he a.sked ns to stand up in a row just 
as slaves do that are to be sold, but he didn’t find ns slaves 
at his bidding ; so the minister had to gi’atify his feelings 
by looking at us sitting down and feclijjjig the fat on our 
shoulders.” 

I don’t get the point yet,” ejaculated Juciquei, rubbing 
his hands, and pulling the r)ld cover over Manuel. 

“ I’ll enlighten you !” rejoinud Redman angrily. You 
saw that short, thick-set man, with the very ml face, strip 
that girl naked in the yard the other day, befoi'o a dozen 
of us, and two men that came to look e^^er. You saw 
hin^i^^k her mouth, pull her ears, work her jaws, sound 
^lA'^Wist by striking her upon it several times, and then 
her jump over a stick several times by ‘ touching 
hei*Up* with his riding-whip ?” 

“Yes,” I'eplied Jociquei, “I saw that; hut it was 
^beneath an African’s notice !” 
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» ^ • ■ 
‘"All ! veiy well. But you must be eulighteucd upon 

the sclujiarahip of the local slave business. You saw 

wiiat fine araustuiicnt it was for them. Well, now, that 

gal beloiigcid to the niinistej*. He is dettij’mined to show 

the world that, slavery is ev«i a tlivino institution, by 

bi.s moral precejit of owning and speculating in them 

himself. He made a right smart jirofit of that gal; and 

thej" say that a young man bought her for a mistress. 

Do you comprehend V’ 

“ Oh ! yes, yes, yes ! 1. see daylight through darkness. 
I wish 1 was a Hecate. What a dreadful bad book the 
Bible must be in the hands of such little ones ! But you 
.say thty starve men ami women here !” said Jociquei, 
seeming to wake up in astonishment. • 

“ Yes; a man that don’t come in before eleven o’clock gets 
uo ration until the next moiiiing. I know, because I had 
a fuss with the jailer about it, the fii*st day 1 was brought 
in ; but he gin me a loaf out of his own house. The old 
sherilf never< allows anything done outside the rules, for 
he’s tigbtcj' than a man-trap. ’Tain’t what ye suffers in 
this cell, but it’s w^hat ye don't get to eat; and if that poor 
feller ain’t got money, he wish himself alongside the 
oalKK).se again ’fore he gets ^ut.” 

The poor fellows were driven to the e?:treme of pro¬ 
viding sustenance to sustain life. They .mustered their 
little means ti^ther, and, by giving a sum to the 
sheriff’s black boy (a man more intelligent, gentle¬ 
manly, and generous-hearted than his master), had a 
measure of coffee, sugar, and bread brought in. Neces¬ 
sity was the mother of invention with them, for they 
had procured a barrel for twenty-five cents, and made 
it supply the place of a table. With a few chips that 
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were brought to thotBjij by a kind - lioartcd coloured 
woman that did thgir waaliiiig,' and bestowed many little 
acts of kindiiesSj they niade ’a fire, endured the annoyance 
of a dense smoke from the okl hioplace, and prcjiarod 
their little supper. As soon as it was uj^on the table, they 
awoke Manuel, and invited him to join in their humble 
fate. The poor fellow ai’(>«e, and, looking around the 
gloomy, vavern-like jdace, htjaved a deep sigh. “It’s 
hard to fie brought to this for mjtlung ! ’ said he ; “and 
my bones are so sort* that 1 can scarcely move. T must 
see the captain and consul.” 

“That won’t do any good; you*might as well keep 
quiet and drink your coffee. A prisoner that says the 
least ill this jail is best offj" returned Iledinan. 

Manuel took his bowl of eoffeo and a jiiece of broad, 
eating it with a good apjietitc, and asking what time they 
got breakfast. ‘"It’s the first time I was abused in a 
foreign country. I’m Portuguese, but a <atiz(?n of Great 
BritaiU) and gfit my protection- When it won’t save me, 
I’ll never come to South Carolina again, nor sail where 
a flag won’t protect me. When I go among Patagonians, 
I know what they do ; but when I sail to United States 
or hd cast atray on them, I ^ don’t know what they do, 
because I expect good people.” 

Never min^, my good follow,” said Kedinau ; “ cheer 
up !—^take it as a good sailor would a ; and in the 
morning you’ll get a small loaf of sour bread and a bucket 
'c>f water for breakfast, if you go to the pump for it. Be 
• dareful to modeiate your appetite when you break&st 
^ acocu'ding to the State’s rules; for you must save enough 
to last yoti during the day, and if you can keep * banyan 
day,’ as the Blucnose calls it, you re just the man for 
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this institution, and no misthlcc. Oomc,‘l see you’re 

VI 

huiigiy. Drink another bowl of coffee, and eat plenty of 
bread ; then you’ll be all right for another good sleep.” 

“ Yes ; but I don’t exjieot to be in hero long. But tell 
me, do we get nothing more than a loal'U Didn’t the jail 
give ns this supper T he inquired with surprise. 

“ Su}>per, indeed ! it’s against the rules for prisoners to 
have coffee—^tliat’s our private fixings ; but you’ll get a 
pound of })loody neck-bone, they call beef, in the morning. 
I have twice thrown mine to the dog, but he doesn’t seom 
to thank me for it ; so I told the cook he needn’t trouble 
his steelyards for mci again.” . 

Redman’s convoi’satiou was interrupted by a noise that 
seemed to be a ring of the prison^bcll, and an anxious 
exiu’cssion which Manuel gave utteraiiwj to indicated 
that he expected somebody would come to see him. He 
was not disappointed ; for a few minutes after the holts 
wei*t3 heard to withdraw and the heavy (hior swung back. 
There, true to liis charg<*, was litth^ Tommy, in his nicest 
blue rig, tipjjod oif /a man-o-war touch, Witli his pal¬ 
metto-braid hat, a long black ribbon tlisplayed over the 
rirn, his hair combed so slick, and his Ifttle round face 
and red cheeks so plump and full of the Bailor-b<3y pert- 
ness—with his blue, biuided shii-t-collajr laid over his 
jacket, and set off round the neck with: a black India 
handkerchief, spired at the throat wit^ the joint of a 
.shark’s backbone—he looked the very pictui'e and pat¬ 
tern of a Simon-Pure salt. He had wended his way 
through strange streets and lanes, with a big haversack 
Under his arm, which Daley had relieved him of at the 
door, and brought into the room under his arm, ■ As soon 
as Jfanuel caught a glimpse of him, he rose and clasped 
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litflc fdUbw ijn his arms with a fond ombrate. No 
^rtetin^ coul(l b6 inoi'o affecting. Mamiol exulted at 
little coHi^nion ,* b^t Tomiay looked grieved, 
kiffA a^k0({, But what h^ bcarred your face so, Mdimcl ^ 
you didft^t 3©ok that tray when you left the brii» We 
have had a site o* f(^ks to see us to-day ” 

' Oh, W’s iiothittg a little faU I got Don’t 

tell capt&lji*»*Aitll a)} he well 110 * 11101 x 0 w.” 

^^${01^ take your jbtta|Kfack ‘ dM yor bung e\ er 

a for tho afcewAisdr said Dale^, {iddicssinn 

8^d putting the ]Kiokago in ion th(‘ 
flior. * - A, : . 

^ ‘’'Ye% hfahuel,* said Tommy, "the captain sent \ou 

some iuce‘broad and ham, some oranges ami laism,, and 
a bottle of nice claret; for he was told by the consul that 
they didn’t ghe ’em nothing to eat at the jail And 1 
had a tug with ’em, 1 toll you. I got lost once, and got 
a good-natured black boy to jalot me for a Victoria 
lhree|)encc , but he did iiot^ like to carry the bundle to 
the jail, for fear of his master. Captain’ll be uj) first 
thing in the morning, if he can get away from bnsin<*sb,” 
said the little tar, opening the haversack and pullmo out 
its contents to tenijit the hungry appetites of those aroimd 
him. 


" Thens Tomlny," said Manuel, " take that; it is the 
only token of remembrance I can givji^vou now. You 
will t^ink of me when we arc sejMiratcd” And lie took 
a braided band, with a small silver crucifix attached, 
neck, and placed around Tommy’s. It was of 
pe(£liar make, and was a present from liis mother, much 
valued, and was only parted with at that moment by 
lioing moved by the simjile attachment of the child. 
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After looking at the crucifix; for 
ing to prize it much l>ey<^ intrm8«J*lrk|,fej^ tke; 
fellow exclaimed^ it’ &» 

but I'd romenibeved jwi,t!beQ^-:t^|^^^^ 

“ Let me tie H,” 
too long.” 

Oli, no, ’tan't ',;^X pd^'idbEi& 

and the 

said he, timiing 

bottle.” ■' 


noc 



a Jliii:u‘ ti(piiiit at it, as if dOubting.-it^ 
then, ])iiltiog it down, exchunied, “ the dl^^l'a rodJt*i 
give yon foj* your chirel ! Sure, why didn’t 3'e bring h 
token ot good old hardware ?” ^ , 1, 

t 3^ ^ 

“ .I-far(ivvare ! Wli;it is h}irdwai'<' /” inquired Manuel. 

“ Ah i botheratio . tvi ,the bunch of yc$.s—^a <lrai> of old 
■wbiskejr, UnitVI iu;<ke tlu; dcliglit cum f’licut. Have ye 
ne’er a drap .‘iinong the rnmle o’ jee.s^!’ Koeeiviug an 
answ'cr in the iieg.aLive, he turned about with a Kilkenny 
“It don’t signify,” and toddled for the dooi*, which lie left 
open, to await Tonunj^’s return, llodmij/n knew Daley’s 
propensity too Widl; and Inn ing ocular ^oof that he had 
wet t'otJm' eye until it required more than ordiiiary effort 
to make either^ue stuy open, he deoliu^ rofcogiiising his 
very significanwiiiit. 

As soon as Ihiloy with^lrew, Manuel invited his coni' 

« 

panions to partake of the captain’s present, which they 
did with general satisfaction. 

“ Let us praise him who protects aU, ai^d holds the 
destiny of a shipwrecked sailor, while ho looks above the 
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tyranny of a j)ec»ple who would sell him into slaveiy. 
He will give ua blessings when they I'efuse to give ns 
bread, and make us forget our sufferings when we 
forget to thank him.” 

“ Yes, Manuel,” said Tommy, with a spirit worthy of 
older years. “The crew are all good fiiends, and the 
captain’s kind, and will do the 'square thing to get you 
out, and you know I’d not leave you. No, indeed, you’ll 
see me every day, if the captain lets me away. But a 
man whispered in the captain’s ear this afternoon, and 
told him it wouldn’t be any use; that the consul had 
rim his legs off; that he’d seen ’em all, and done all, 
but it was no use, and the cai)tain didn’t seem to take it 
right. But -yo^ mustn’t lot it trouble you; eat the 
things, and then have a good sleep.” 

Such is the feeble majesty of South Carolina—a 
majesty that has no ddwer for the unfortunate, setting 
up rights through the terrors of slavery, and trembling 
in her secret soul at every breath of justice, lest it should 
totter the groundwork of he:^ op 2 >ressive will, and wrest 
tlie sori'ows of slavery from her grasp. She talks of 
humanity wliile destroying its peace. She reigns in 
teiTor, braves the thought of what God has given to 
man, and gathers her wealth from the spoils of honest 
nature. The day. will yet come when such a majesty will 
blush at its reign, and disown itself omoim^ the nations of 
the earth. It will look back upon itsOTc like a gloomy 
cuitain hanging its dark folds in the horizon of nations. 
It would present another dark scene in the world’s 
tragedy, that. In the sixteenth century, the white man 
jcast ’ away. pn these very shores, the ** wild man’s 
shor^,’’ found a shelter in the wild man’s rude habi> 
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tation. His generosity was pure ; he watched over him, 
nursed his weary limbs, and shared his coarse morsel; 
and, while he i*escuod the white man fTOin the ^rils 
that beset him, he was his sincere friend and lord of 
the primeval woodland. This was the wild man’s 
charity, sprojiding its lap with the wealth of a noble 
heart ; his hospitality Was the i)urest gem of his life: 
lie led the distressed to the forest carnival, and shared 
its ideiisiires without asking 1 usthil praise. He did 
not gather them together, imprison them, and sell 
them into slavery, that the tides of wealth might flow 
unto himself. Thus ho neither feared the white man,, 
nor despoiled his nation to bribe the guardians of his 
ten*ors. How is it in this progressive nineteenth century? 
On this very soil of South Carolina, while assemblies 
are gathered together, praising God for liis goodness 
and Christian love, a shif>wrecked coloured man is 
manacled and dragged through the streets to a prison 
because he is coloiu^d. A difierent version might be 
added to the poet’s liiie-^to road, how cJimiged are all 
things here below! In a Christian land, it is worse 
than robbing the church of its ornaments—to sing songs 
of praise, while making captives of po<^ mariners. She 
has conquered the red flian and annihilated hhn; but 
can she place her haughty feet upon a,free man’s neck, 
and ask God to save her from the fete of her wrongs ? 
The strongh<® of her gloiy may serve a tyrant, while 
deceiving himself; yet, though a hundred gates with 
their iron ][X)rtals should stand to guard such glory, the 
force of fi-eedom’s will must be the victor. The voice of 
the oppressed will yet be heard in its own behalf without * 
the dread of torture. « 
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LAWS I N T BI C A C y. 


While the scenes we liave described in the foregoing 
chapter were being performed, several very interesting 
ones were going through the course of perforniauee at 
the consul’s office and other plact)s, which we must 
describe. Tlie British Government, in its instructions 
to Mr. Mathew, impressed upon him the necessity of 
being very cautious lest he should in any manner preju¬ 
dice the interests of tlie local institutions within his 
consular jurisdiction, to make no rec[uests that were 
incom|)atiblc with the local laws, but to pursue a judi¬ 
cious course in bringing the matter of her Majest/s 
subjects properly to the consideration of the legal autho¬ 
rities, and to point to the true grievance; and as it 
involved a question of right affecting the interests and 
liberties of her citizens, to ask the exercise of that judi¬ 
cial f)Ower from which it had ^ right to expect justice. 
pChc main object was to test the question whether this 
peculiar construction given to that local law which pro¬ 
hibits free coloured men from coming '^4iin the limits 
of the State legal in its application to those who 
lorts connected with the shipping interest^ 
i^onest vocatioi^ and intendii^ to^ lea^ 
/ship was ready. Now^ it was wdd knor^ 
incr^i^ of opinion existed in regard to 


0!P5||ie isuto its r 
nm^ning anj 

th^^^ride .d 
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the et^uity of this constractioD of the law among the 
legal geiitleinc'u of the Charlentou bar, thq^gh they dit/rt 
m>t it oj»euly And wo could name those whose 

opinions ha<l I'aiikod ns ju’c‘ojlcnfs ; among them, the 
l)roseiit ]t‘ariied, and, we might say, able jurist, the United 
State-* di>.lii<d attorney, who ho^d eu>K(f/h to venture 
his bei’vices lu bnugiug tf)e hdtpvs Mamiol. But 

bow is a fair deoi-ion to be gotten, wli(‘u slavery vitiates 
)nd)lic sentiment, ainl Uie be id of tribunals arc inte¬ 
rested in it, and all the utemie-* to an impartial judiciaiy 
are cut ofl*'* The right of eipntrible investigation is denied, 
beemse their feidiugs are nnned l)y .,.‘l(ish motives, 
and those feelings gi\e birth to sentimonls tliat give 
pojmlar animosity the jiowir to supplant right. She 
<*oudeinns Rnglaiid foi* her inleiTereiiee with her ix^culiar 
institution, and yet foi-gets thit she bnngs hei*self in 
contact with England by attemjitiug to annul the rights 
of her citizens ; still leKusing to adenowh'dge the effect of 
that pofailar animosity aiisin<g fi*om ajul jievrtisted in by 
those whose interests are eeutred in that Hboal institution, 
whi( h gives rise to the qiic-tion. Tljb coiiinil was ceiisui’ed 
by the press in b(‘\eral of the sLivi'holdiii^ States, because 
he dared to bring the matter IxTorc the Ifeal Legislatmu 
We are bound to suy that (^ousul Mathek, knowing the 
pi-edomiuant prt'judicco of the Caroliiiiaiis, acted wisely 
in so doing. ,..|jjirsl, he knew the teiiaduus value they 
put upon courtesy; secondly, the ])oinfc at^^ssue between 
Houth Carolina and the Federal Government (and, as a 
learned fiicnd in Georgia onci* K-*aitl, Wlo^lwir South Owro- 
linti l^hnged to the UaUed Stateuy or the UnUetl Slates 
South Carolhta*'); and thmUy, the right of State 
reignty, which South Carolina held to be of 
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importance. To disregard the first would have been con^ 
sidered an insult to the feelings of her i>eople; and if the 
question had first been mooted with the Federal Govern¬ 
ment, the ire of South Carolinians would have been fired, 
the slur in placing her in a secondary position would 
have sounded the war-trumpet of abolition encroach¬ 
ments, wliile the latter would have been considered a 
breach of confidence, and an unwarrantable disregard of 
her assertion of State rights. The Executive transmitted 

o • 

the documents to the Assembly, that body referi’ed them 
to sj)ecicd committees, and the Messrs. Mazyck and 
McCready reported as emryhody in Stmth Carolina ex¬ 
pected, virtually giving the British consul a very signi¬ 
ficant invitation to keej) his petitions in his pocket for 
the future, and his “ hUwk kmbs^ out of the State, or it 
might disturb their domesticated ideas. Thus was the 
right clearly reserved , to themselves, and the quastion 
settled, so far as the State Legislature was concerned. 
The next course for Mr. Mathew was to appeal to the 
judiciary, and, should redress bo denied, make it the 
medium of bringing the matter beipro the federal courts. 

We cannot forbear to say that tHe strenuous opposition 
waged against this appeal of pommon humanity arose 
from political' influence, supported by a set of ultra 
partisans, whose theoretical restrictions, assisted by the 
voice of the press, catered to the war-spiri^,f the abstrac¬ 
tionists ; and Hhus even men with better feelings feared 
to act. 

The British Consul, as the representative of his GoveiTi^ 
the personal suffering to which the subjects 
HBb Country wetn subjected by the wretched state of the 
prison and its management, sought to remove 
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no I'estriction that might be necessary for protecting their 
daiigei’ous inutitutionsf, but to relieve that suffering. He 
had pointed the authorities to the wretched state of the 
[jrison, and the inhuman regimen which existed within 
it; but, whether through that superlative carelessness 
which has become so materialised iu the spirit of society, 
that calloiisncss to misfortune so strongly manifested by 
the rich toward the industrious jK)or and the slaves, or a 
contempt for his opinions, because he had followed out the 
instructions of liis Gk)vemmeut, things went on in the 
same neglected manner, and no attention was paid to 
them. 

N^ow, we dai*c assert that a large portion of the excite¬ 
ment which the question has caused has arisen from per¬ 
sonal suffering, consequent upon that wretched state of 
jail-provisions which ^exists in South Carolina, and which, 
to say the least, is degrading to the spirit and character 
of a proud people, if a jdea cpuld be made, ibr excuse, 
upon the shattered finances of the State, we might tolerate 
something of the abuse. But this is not the case; and 
when its privileges become reposed in ;men who make 
suffering the means lb serve their o^i interests, its 
existence becomes an outj^age. 

A stronger evidence of the cause of these remoii- 
strauces on the part of the British Government is shown 
by rile mann^ in which it has been submitted to in 
Georgia. The British Consul of the por#Qf Savannah, 
a gentleman whose intelligence and humane flings are 
no less remarkable than Mi*. Mathew’s, has never had 
occasion to call the attention of the executive of Gooxgia 
to the abiMe of power consequent upon the imprisonment 
of coloured seamen belonging to the ships of Great 
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Britain in that poii;. The seaman wa« imprisoned^ con¬ 
sequently dejirived of his liboi’ty; but there was no sutfor- 
ing att(‘ndaut beyond the loss of liljerty tluring the stay 
of the vessel; for the imprisoiiincnt itself was a iioiuinal 
thing. Th<i impi’isoned was well caretl for; he had good, 
comfoHablo ajmrtments, cleanly and well ordered, away 
from the criiiiiiutls, and plenty of good, whole,some food 
to eat. There w'as oven a satisfaction in this, for the man 
got what he jmid for, and was treated as if he were really 
a human being. Thus, with the oxceptirm of the restric¬ 
tion on the maiLs lil)ci*ty, and that evil which thoSe inte¬ 
rested in commerce would reflect upon as a tax upon the 
marine uiterestsof the jwrt to support a munici]ial police, 
because it imposes a tax and burdensome annoyance u|»on 
owners for that wrhich they have no interest in and can 
derive no benefit from, the observance of the law had 
more penalty in mental anxiety than Ixjdily .suU’oring. 
We have sometimes been at a loss to account for the 
restriction, even as it existed in Geoi’gia, and e.specially 
when we consider the character of those controlling and 
developing the eiitei’pnsing comnicrcial afiairs of Sa¬ 
vannah. 

But we must return to South Carolina. If we view 
this law as a police-regulation, it only gives us broader 
latitude. If a community has that within itself which 
is dangerous to its well-being, it. becom^^ j»ertinent to 
inquire whether there is not an imiiei’fect ^ate of society 
existing, upheld by law and dangerous in itself, and 
whether this policy is not injurioiis to the well-being 
of the The evil, though it oe a morfcify- 

we are bound to say, arises from a strange 
oif^'casie and colour, whi^h measures synqiathy 



\[ANUEL I‘KHE1RA, 


m 


iiccovdhig tu (;c>ui]doxioii. There. is no proof that can 
possibly bo ailtlncod, showing coloured seamen have 
made any infectious among thtj slaves, or sou^it to in¬ 
crease tlie dangers of her ])eeuliar iiisticiitiou. 

We must retui'ii to those who.stit arou'iid tlie harrel, in 
this gh^oijiy ct'll, partaking of the few edibles sent them 
by tbt' eaptaiii. 'fhe Slate saw tlicuu only as ‘‘ niggers,” 
and of course divested of auieiiable rights ■ there 
was a hoiiuty of friendship in their own hearts—a com¬ 
monweal l.h ol true eliaraetej- expresstid in the Innnble 
generosity of their board. With Joeiquei it had arisen 
into Tiobloiie,ss, oxen tliroiigh tlie ]>rejndiees with wliich 
the wdiite man vitiws the tints of the African race. As 


they were dcsscantlng u]U)ii the kindness of Jane, the good 
woman who had been the good Samaritan to them, and 
shan^d with them her corn-cakes, "her hominy, and her 
sprats, and her dfmjohiLs, a loud rap soxinded at the door. 

“ Who’s there f’ demanded Jochpiei. 

‘‘Miself wants tlie uager ye have in there! Sure, 
‘imsoll'’s not to be found, an’ ye have havtifi’beyant!” 
was the aiisw’or, recogiiLseil tc> be in DaleyV v^oice. 

•'Niggers are known by their acts, ‘nut i^eir skins. We 
are not of that kind, nor ^lo we keep su^ things here,” 
was the quick reply of Jociquei. 

•'Oijen the door; it’s meself! I’ll Imve the nager 
blood o' ycos, wj|gn I gets in! ’ ejaculated Daley. 

Ah, when you do ! y ou arcj a Ohristinu according 
to your master’s making.” 

Doesn’t yo^s niggers see the vingence yer bringing . 
upon yees il An’ it’s yo’selves ’ll all git thrity-nine, and 
more, too, in the morning. I’ll brake the door, if yees 
don’t open it 1” 
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The deiuaucl seemed couched in singular language, and 
was mysterious j for there was none hub' their own 
company to be seen in the cell. Tommy stood ti*eiublmg, 
and clasping his little arms closer and closet’ around 
Manuel, as if he feared they were in pursuit of him. 
Soon, several other voices were heard dcinaiiding entrance ; 
and among them that of the German criminal assistant, 
who was even more tyrannical than Daley. The door 
had a hook on the inside, which the stewards had made 
use of in their own defence. In the present case it was 
contending against the will of a white man, and, conse¬ 
quently, a gross iiLsult to the majesty of the law and the 
enraged feelings of those demanding entrance ; and which 
insult must not be allowed to go unpunished. After a 
few minutes, Jociquei slip^ied the hook, the heavy door 
opened, and the two keepers, with seven or eight prisoners, 
made a rush into the cell, with lanterns, clubs, and dirks 
in their hands. Jociqiiei and CojRjlaiid were felled to the 
ground by blows from the club in the German’s hand ^ 
and before they could gather themselves from the floor, 
the few dishes that stood iipon the barrel were strewn in 
broken pieces u{x>n the floor, two or three pictures were 
tom from the wall and Smashod^to pieces, and the blankets 
thrown in eveiy direction. ^ 

Himselfs here somewhere,” said Daley, pushing one 
and kicking another, and again o^ering^^tle Tommy to 
sit down in the comer, while they searched more like 
infhriated demons than men. 

“ Who or what do you want inquired Jociquei, staring 
w;ith surprise pictured in his Spanish counte- 
n^Oe, rubbing his head, a^d again the blood from bis. 
hand, occasioned by a stab in the fore-finger of his left, 
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** The nigger yer have stowed away. And, sure, he’s 
to be sold in the morning to Bob Adams beyant, who 
inakes up his gang at daylight.” 

‘'He is not here. Do not treat us like beasts !” 

“ Och, stop yer blarney; sure, yer don’t know the 
behaviour of a nager to a giuthmiau. We’ll lam yer that 
same,” said Daley, holding the club over his head. 

“ Never mind, wc have no arms ; God has given us 
strength of heai-t. You may sefirch out the poor wretch 
who fears and trembles at his destiny. We are freemen, 
and our country will protect us ; and oui* hearts will 
brave such tyranny of thought and action. I pity the 
wretch who cannot be a man within himself. Poor 
wretch to be bom as such!—an imperfect man, who 
dreads his fate because his body is not his own, nor his 
soul allowed to enjoy its divine inheritance. Oh, what a 
crime to be born blr.ck, and reared in ignorance and 
docility!—to be a tool, serving atrocity, when man 
thinks it no disgrace—^to be the flesh and blood of men 
who revel in the indolence of slaveiy, and form a clanshiji 
to make its sorrows. Generous humanity! Come, my 
little fellow,” said Jociquei, turning fro!bi Daley, and 
bringing Tommy from the •omer, by the aim. “ We will 
take care of Manuel; and you had better go home before 
it is too lata The guard may take you, and your skin 
won’t save you Iflliere the law pays such bounty.” 

Just at this moment, loud cries of “ Here he is! here 
he is!” “ Where ? where ?” “ Hang the black rascal 1 drag 
him out! drag him out!” resounded from the other end 
of xhe cell. All lanterns and attention became directed 
to the object then discovered. It was a grotesque 
scene, much beyond our power of description. From 
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the small aperture of a cliimuey. which seemed scarcely 
large enough to havT admitted a good-sized cat, the 
bare, cnisted fo(*t of a jioor negro boy,* about sixteen 
years of age, wt're seeTi protruding. One of the criminals 
had diseovcro<l them, and gave the alarm, while two 
others eagerly seized hold of tliem, and were dragging 
with all ilieir power, while his cries for mercy would 
have touched the ho?-rt of a bandit. He was clothed in 
a coarse Osnabur-g jacket and ii’oiisers, which had got 
fired, and, us they drugged him against the incnis- 
tation of the chimney, caught in ridges, and became 
the most painful instrument of fortune , Without the 
slightest regard to his cries .and iniplorings. they dragg(sl 
him down, his body s<!oming to tdoiigatc, and his coarse 
()3uabur'/.s torn into shreds, his skin bleeding, and his 
whole exterior covered with soot. They all seJzed him, 
fts soon as he wa^ drawn from his hiding-place, and 
made a rush for the door, dragging him after them, by 
the feet and arms, like an inanimate sledge, and leaving 
the traces of soot, as they trailed, upon the floor. 
Alarmed at such a spectacle, Tommy ran back into the 
comer, while Daley closed the heavy door, and was 
heard to sec.nro the %olts on the out.sidc, leaving the 
faint sound of thiJ negro’s cries to die upr)n the ear, as 
they hurriefi hi in to one of the outer cells. 

* This Jirgro bt'^lon^'Cil to IJoaulort .District, fro^irhonco his master, 
(likit.ono amon^ tlic mauy'i had bfcn tornpclUnl to send hiro to market tor 
an obdurate creditor. Ifo spoke in the higliesl terms of 
h^^food old mas’r, and such was his dread of being sold south’* by a 
tradep;,, that ho had watoliod an opportunity and secreted hiinselt in 
fH» singul&r ploev. 
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PLEA OK JUST OONSIDKUATION AM) MIST VKEN CONSTANCY 

OK THE LAWS, 

The constirs office opened at nine o’clock—the captain, 
with hifi rcgister-csiso and Khij)[)iiig'pii])er.s under his anu, 
pmscsntcd hiiaselfto Mr. Mjfcliow, liauded him his papers, 
and reported his condition. That gontlcinan immcdhitoly 
set ahoul rendering e\ery lacllity to relieve his immediate 
Wiints and further his hnsinoss. Thtj consul 'was a man 
of plain, unassurniiig manners, fr.ank in his expressions, 
and strongly ind)ued witli a sense of his rights and the 
faith of his Ch)\e]*nmenfc—willing to take an active j)art 
in obtaining justice, ajjd a deadly opjioueut to wrong, 
regardU)ss of the aetiv(i hostility that surroiiuded him. 
After ndaiing the iiu-idents ui’ his voyage, and the 
circuinstaiiees eonn(*cted willi Manuel’s bc^g dragged to 
prison—“ Can it bo possible that law ii to be earned 
to such an extreme?” said lie, giving vent to his feelings. 

“Your jxjople seem to have a strange maimer of ex¬ 
hibiting their h^jatality,” said tlic captiun, in reply. 

“That is ti*j but it will not do to appeal to the 
oflBlcials.” Thus saying, the consul prepared the certificate, 
and, patting on his hat, repiired to the jail, Here^he 
questioned Manuel upon the circumstances of his arrest, 
his birthplace, and several other things. “ I am not sure 
that I can get you out, Majinel, but I will do mv best 
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The circumstances of your being driven in here in distress 
will warrant sonic consideration in your case; yet the 
feeling is not favourable, and we cannot expect much.” 

From thence he proceeded to the office of Mr. Grini- 
shaw, where he met that functionary, seated in all the 
dighity of his office. 

“ Grood morning, Mr. Consul. Another of your darkies 
in my place, this morning,” said Mr. Grinishaw. 

“Yes; it is upon that business I have called to see 
you. I think you could not have considered the con¬ 
dition of this man, nor his rights, or you would not have 
imprisoned him. Is thiu-e no way by which I can relieve 
him inquired the consul, ex]iecting little at his hands, 
but venturing the effort. 

“ Sir, I never do anything inconsistent with my office. 
The law gives me power in these cases, and I exercise it 
according to my judgment. It makes no exceptions for 
shipwiecks, and I feel that you have no light to (question 
me in the premises. It’s contrary to law to bring niggers 
have ; and if you can show that he is a white man, there’s 


the law; but you must await its process.” 

“ But do you not make exceptions 1” imj[uired the 
consul. “ I do not wish to seek his relief by process of 
law—^that would increase cxiicnse and delay. 1 have 
made the reque.st as a favour; if you cannot consider it 
in that light, I can only say my expectations are disap- 
jiointeci But how is it that the man abused by your 


before he was committed V* 

j^hose are things I’ve nothing to do with; they are 
M^een the officers and your niggers. If they are stub- 
the officers must use force, and we have a right to 
the whole of them. Your niggers gii|| more trouble 
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tlian our owd, aiid are a aet of uunily fello'W's. We give 
’em advantages which Ihey don’t deserve, in allowing 
them the yard at certain hours of the day. You English¬ 
men are never satisfied with anything we do,” retunied 
Mr. Griinshaw, with indifference, apjjearing to satisfy 
himself that the law gave him the right to do what he 
pleased in the premises. There seemed hut one idea in 
his head, so far as niggers were concerned, nor could any 
mode of reasoning arouse him to a consideration of any 
extci)uatii)g circumstances. A nigger was a nigger with 
him, whether white or black—a creature for hog, hominy, 
and servitude. 

“I expected little and got iiotliing. I might have an¬ 
ticipated it, knowing tlie fees you make by imprisonment. 
I shall seek relief for the man through a higher trihunal, and 
I shall seek redress for the repeated abuses inflicted upon 
these men by your officers,” s/iid the consul, turning to 
the door. 

“You can <lo that, sir,” said Mr. Grimshaw ; “but you 
must remember that it will I’uquire white evidence to sub¬ 
stantiate the charge. Wc don’t take the testimony of 
your niggers.” ' 

Just as the consul left the office, he met'Colonel S- 

• 

entering. The colonel always manifested a readiness to 
relieve the many cases of oppression and jierseoiition 
arising from ba^Uaws and abused official duty. He had 
called upon Mr. urimshaw on the inommg of the arrest, 
and received from him an assurance that the case would 
he considered, the most favourable construction given»to 
it, and everything done for the man that was in his power. 
Kotwithstanding this, to show how fiir confidence could 
be put in sulh assurances, we have only to inform the 
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Trader' ’'tjfeiKt lie had ^IdsiMvtchod the offieerK an, horn* 
|tfeviotisly^ . 

The c()ldii,el knttV ha^jTnaii, ami-felt'iio hesitation at 
speaking his talnd. - ,St^>|fing np' ‘to him, “ Mr. Urim- 
shaw,” aiid he, "ho\^"*dt) y^u loooiioile your statement 
and assui'anoes to me this morning with your subsequent 
comliu't ?” 


“That’s my business. 1 act for the Slate, and not 
for you. Ai-e you counsel for thes<i niggers, that you 
are so anxious to set them at liberty among our slaves ? 
You soeui t(‘ liaio more i]>tcrost in it than that in¬ 


terfering. consul. Just k'i these Yankee niggers and 
British niggers uut to-night, and wcM hav(j another 
iusiirreetioii Ix'fore morning ; it’s better to j)r<‘vent than 
cure,” said lirimsliaw. 

“ TJio only insurrection would have been in your 
heai’t, for the loss of ftics. If vou did not intend what 
yon said, why did you deceive me w^ith such state¬ 
ments?, T know the feelings of our pcoide, as well as 
I do yoilrs, for caging jwople wnthin that jail. Upon 
that, 1 intimat<xl to the ca[)taiii what 1 thought would 
be the ]>robable result, and tlii.s ^norning I proceeded 
to hia vessel to re-assure him, iipon your statement. 
Imagine my mortification when he informed me that 
his Rtcwj»rd had been di-aggcxl ofi' to jail early in the 
morning, and that those two inffians you disgi-ace 

the oomminaly with behaved in the most outi’ageous 
manner. You cruelty when you should mode¬ 

rate duty; you look, ujion those who are brought within 
y6ur j)owcr as a moiu'y-changer does uj)on his gold ; and 
ymi even tolerate the most scandalous abuses on the 
part 


f your officers. Do you know that t MRe thingH will 
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i-e(;(.)il upon tis ? a.nd if we are not held accountable legally, 
vre shall by om* rt^putation ? *Our conijX3tency to protect 
ourselves is in ore weakened by tlie insanity of isolated 
jjem^cnfcioiis. firising from oui*owft olheial stringency, than 
it can b<‘ from an oj)ori attack by the abolitionists. If vve 
want to kco[» up oui' position in the society of the nation, 
we must maintain a.n uuiinpivK'hable dignity, and show 
thr-oiigli one acis that we intend to cany out our princi¬ 
ples to till', fullest extent; and that justice and moderation 
^s our motto j that wa se(*k to create? no feeling of dis¬ 
satisfaction with oth<‘r States or nations, merely to gratify 
our jiride for legal vanity. It is in yonr power to relieve 
this man, and J ask it as a favoui*, and on behalf of what 
I know to be Ihc feelings of the cili/ens of Charleston.’’ 

“Your ivquest, colonel,” said jMr. Crimshaw, with a 
little more ooniplaeeney, is loo imioh in the shape of a 
demand. ’PhiTo’s no discretion left me bv the State : 
and if you J)ave a power supei’ior to that, yon bcttei’ jiay 
the expenses of the nigger, and tak(' the management 
into your own hands. I nev(ir» allow this trifling phi¬ 
lanthropy about niggei’s to disturb me. 1 could never 
follow out the laws of this State and practise it; and 
you better not burden yoiystilf with it. or your successors 
may sufl’ei* for adequate means to support themselves. 
Now, sir, take my advice. It’s enntrary to law for 
them niggers t^comc? hero; you know our laws cannot 
be violated. S^th Carolina has a great interest at 
stake in maintaining the reputation of her laws. Don’t 
excite the nigger’s anxiety, and he’ll be better off in 
jail than he would miming about among the w’^enchea. 
He won’t have luxuries, but we’ll make him comfortable, 
and he must 'suit his habits to our way of living.” 
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If you speak of makiii" the man comfortable in jail, 
you must address a stmuger, not mo. An eyt‘.-witness 
cannot lie deceived. Tf our people were not as cold as 
an iceberg about those things, we might look for some 
retbrjuatioii—}ierhaps not so inneh for your interest, how¬ 
ever,” interrupted tb<i f'olonel. 

“Stop, sir ! Make no such charges against the discharge 
of my official duty. You intnide, sir, beyond the regard 
of a gentleman ! Kerniiinher, you are in an im[)Oi'tant 
office,” said Grimshaw, in an agitatcfl manner. • 

“ I have no charges hut such as will bo known to ])OHterity 
at large, an<l which a v'oiy shallow investigation will prove, 
ff your exeHions wore as extravagant, and you had as 
many to a.ssist yon, (»n tho other extremo, an immeuso 
amount of .sufteriug woiihl be relieved, and hapi>ine.s.s and 
usefulness inc.imsed. It would add dignity and honour ti» 
your name, and be a blessing to those who suffer what ymi 
i*eap the benefit of. A man who is cast upon our shoTOs 
is entitled to a considei*ation beyond the law ; charity 
(^annot withhold it, and humanity calls loudly for it. 
Let the political opposition be what it may, there is an 
eminent voice in oiir community which stands ready to 
acknowledge the cirennistanceSs, and would bear you out, 
if the disposition was manifested. 

“ It seems a singular gi-atification of our officials and 
inexperienced politician.s to devise me|gn to fetter the 
reputation of our best citizens and our t;ity, and to entail 
things which are really disgi-accfiil in themselves. You 
make* all these legal inconsistencias a simple and most 
subservient life-rent to soiwe your own purposes, without 
giving them that broad view which looks to the general 
interests of our people. These things seem ordinaiy con- 
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ilitions to you, cariyin^j no intiueuce beyond the narrow 
confinen of your own official sphere. But, rest assured, 
you must awake from this dreamy lethargy. See the 
things beyond us ; leiinjniber that suspici<jus eyes are 
upon us, woighijig our ilevotion, whether true or false, 
to the interests t>f those whom we seek to proltjct. Our 
coldness ajid desei-tion of true spirit is returning upon us 
with force and passion. Who are j-esijonsiljlc for it I 
Not those among us who woiild do good, and whose 
rcjflectiotjs arc insei)aral)](.! from our best interests, and 
whose course, if followed, would not make us uneasy in 
our present situation ; luit thosii who are waging an 
ungovernable war of im])racticable politics, distracting 
our peace, and destroying our prospects. Those men are 
defrauding eomujon-sonse, embittering the feelings of onr 
j»eople, and making mischievous provisions, which an 
army of officials are Te(|iiin*d to support, and are reaping 
the harvest of, to the dilai)i«lation of our State and city. 
There is a want of deiasiou, Mr. Uriinshaw, in all your 
official proetwdings. 1 suppose you mean nothing j)ositive ; 
but I may take it for granted that y«)U will make no 
consideration in this poor man’s case,” continued the 
colonel. • 

“We must not sot a bad example bef6re our own 
niggers; the whiter tliey arc tlui worse they are. They 
.'straggle for th(.'»^cxistonce now, and think they’re above 
observing our nigger laws. We want to get rid of them, 
and you know it,” returned Grimshaw. 

“ Yes; I know it too well, for 1 have had too many 
ce^es to protect them from being ‘ run off'* and sold in 
the New Orleans market. But when you speak of 
white riiggei*s, I suppose you mean our brightest. I 
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dispute yonr assertion, and point you to my proof in 
the many men of wealth ainonf^ tlieni now pursuing 
their oooujjations in our city. Can you w^t an example 
more ])raiseworthy ? And notwithstanding they are 
imposed u])on by taxes, and many of our whites take 
the advantage of law to withhold the jiaymcmt of debts 
contracted with them, they make no conqdaint. They 
are subject to the same law that rc^stricts the blackest 
slave. Whore is the white man that would not have 
yielded under such inequality ? No! Mr. Grimshaw, 
T am as true a Southerner—born and bred—as yoii 
are; but I have the interests of these men at heart, 
because I know they are with us, and their interests 
and feeling.s are identical with our own. They arc 
native Amcritjans by l)irth and blood, and we have no 
right to dispossess them by law of what wo have given 
them by blood. We destroy their feelings by despoiling 
them of their rights; and by it we weaken our own 
cause. Give them the same rights and ju'ivileges that 
wo extend to that miserable class of foreigners who 
are si>reading pestilence and death over our social 
institutions, and we would have nothing to fear from 
them, but rather find them our strongest protectors. I 
want to .sec a law taking from that class of men the 
power to lord it over and abuse them.* And I want 

* A friend, who lina resided several years in^-narleston, strong in 
his feelings of Southern rights, and whose keen observation eould not fail 
to detect the working of different phases of the slave institution, in¬ 
formed us that he had conversed with a great many very intelligent and 
enteiprising menl)clonging to that large class of “ hrigM' men in Charles¬ 
ton, and that which appeared to pain them most was the manner they 
were treatcMi^y forcignora of the lowest class; that rights whieh they had 

jfi^erited by birth and blood were taken away from them; that, being 

' ** • ' 



MANUEL PEUEl^. 


197 


io sue another making it a penal oifeiice for those men 
holding slaves for breeding purposes. Another, which 
humanity calls for louder than any other, is one to 
regulate theii- ft)od, punish these grievous cases of 
starvation, and make the offender sufter for withholding 
proptir rations.” 

“ Well, jc’ctty well!” said Grimshaw, snapping his 
lingers very significantly. You seem to enjoy the inde- 
pendencti of your own opinion, colonel. Just prove this 
nigger’s a white, and I’ll give you a release for him, after 
paying the foes. You better move to Massachusetts, and 
preach that doctrine to William Lloyd Garrison and 
Abby Kelly.” 

Give me none of your impudence, or your low iiusults. 
You may j»rotect yourself from personal danger by your 
own consciousness that you are beneath the laws of 
honour; b\it that will mjt save you from what you 
deserve, if you repeat yoiii* language. Our moderation is 
our protection, while such unwise restrictions as you 
would enforce fkji the flame of daJiger to our own house¬ 
holds,” said the colonel, evidently yielding to his impulses ; 
while Mr. Grimshaw sat trembling, and began to make a 
slender apology, saying tlyit the language was forced upon 

subjected to the same law which govcrnc'fi the most abject slavt*, every 
construction of it went to dt'grode them, while it gave supreme power 
io the most dcgrej^led wliite to impose upon them, and exercise his Vin¬ 
dictive feelings to^vlhd them; that no consideration being given to cir- 
cumslancos, the least deviation from the police-regulations made to 
govern negroes was taken advantage of by the petty guardmen, who . 
either extorted a fee to release them, or dragged them to the police- 
office, where their oath was nothing, even if supported by testimony of 
their own colom*; but the guardman’s teerd was taken as positive proof. 
Thus tha-laws of South Carolina forced them to be whai^ their feelinjis 
revolted at. ‘ 
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him, because the colonel had overstepped the bounds ol 
propriety in his demands. 

“I’m somewhat astonished at your demand, colonel; 
for you don’t seem to coinprehcaid the law, and the 
imperative manner in which I’m ))f>und to carry it out. 
Shipowners should £fet white stewards if they want to 
avoitl all this difli :ulty, I know ^lu‘- naturtj of the case ; 
but we can’t be accountabh^ for storms, shipwrecks, old 
vessels, and all these thinj^s. I’ll go and sec the fellow 
to*mt>riow, and tell the jailer—he’s a pattern of kindness, 
and that’s why 1 got him for jidler —to give him good 
rations and keep his room clean,” said Grinishaw, getting 
up and looking anmng some old books that lay on a dust\ 
shelf. At length ho found the one, and, diuwiug it forth, 
commenced brushing the dust from it with a dust-brush, 
and tur-ning his tobacco-quid. After brushing the old 
book for a length of time, he gave it ascientilie wipe with 
his coat-shicvc, again sat d«iwn, and coionienccd turning 
over its pages. 

“It’s in here, somewhere,” said he, wetting his finger 
and thumb at every turn. 

“What's in there, pray? You don’t think I’ve prac¬ 
tised at the Obarleston bar all my life without knowing a. 
law which has called qp so many questions?” inquired 
the colonel. 

' “ Why, th<5 Act and the amendments^ 1 believe this 
Is the right one. I aVt practised so long*’ that I reckon 
I*ve lost the run of the appendix and everything else,’* 
a4ding another stream of tobacoo-spit to the puddle on 
the floor.. 

“'Eilat’s better thought than said. Perhaps you’d better 
"Jeli 'a schoolboy to keep his finger on it,” continued tht 
e(]lllonel, laconically. 
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Well, well; but I must find it and refresh yout 
iiicinoi’y. Ah ! here it is, and it’s just as binding on me 
as it can be. There’s no mistake about it—it’s genuine 
South L’aroliim, pertbcLly above boar<l.” Thus saying, he 
commenetjd reading to the colonel as if* he was about to 
instnicti a schoolboy in his rudiments. “ Here it is— a. 
very pretty specimtai of eiilighteiujd legislation—born in 
the lap of' frcjedom, cradled in a land of universiil rights, 
and euforeed by the strong in-in of South Carolina.” 

An Act for tl)e better regulation and government of 
free negroes and jierscnis colour, and for other pnr- 
})oscs,” tfcc. ttc <kc., Mr. Crimshaw rea<l ; but, as the two 
fii’st sections ai’c* really a disgi-atu* to the delegated powers 
of man, in thiur aim to oppress the man of colour, we 
prefer t(» pass to the third section, and follow Mr. Grim- 
shaw as ht; rt'/ids :— 

“That if any vc^ssel shall come into any port or harbour 
of this vStato ({South Ciuvjlina), from any other State or 
foreign having on board juiv free negroes or j)orsons 
of colour, as cooks, stewards, or mariners, or in any other 
<'in])loym(‘nt on boa-rd said vessel, such free negroes or 
persons of colour shall be liibhi to be seized and coudned 
in jail until said vessel shall clem’ out and dcpait from 
this Slat(^: and that, when said vessel is ready to sail, the 
ca])tain of said vessel shall h<‘ bound to carry away the 
said free negro or |)el^=^on of colour, and pay the exjxsxiaos 
of detention ;'and, in case of his I'efusal or neglect to do 
so, he shall be liable to b<^ indicted, and, on conviction 
thereof, shall bo fino<l in a sum not less than one thousand 
dollars, and imprisoned not less than two months ; and 
such free negroes or persons of colour shall be deenmd 
ami tiiken as absolute slaves, and sold in conformity to the 
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provisions of the Act passed ou the twentiethday of Decem¬ 
ber, one thousand eight hundred and twenty, aforesaid.” 

Mr. Grimshaw’s coolness in the matter became so in¬ 
tolerable, that the colonel could stand it no longer; so, 
getting up while Mr. Grimshaw was reading the law, he 
left the office, perfectly satisfied that further cnd(ffl,vours 
at that source would be fruitless. 

After Mr. Grimshaw had concluded, he looked up, 
perfectly amazed to find that he was enjoying the reading 
of the Act to himself. “ Had I not given it all the con¬ 
sideration of my power, and seen the correctness of the 
law, I should not have given so much iinpovtauce to my 
opinion. But there it is, all in that section of the Act, 
.and they can’t find no convention in the world to control 
the Legislature of South Carolina. I’liere’sniy jirinciides, 
and all the Englishmen and abolitionists in Christendom 
wouldn’t change me. Now, T’ve the power, and let ’em 
get the^ nigger out of my ])lace, if they can,’' said Grim¬ 
shaw, shutting tlie book, kicking a good-sized, ixsaceable- 
looking dog that lay under the table, and deliberately 
taking his hat and walking into the street. 

Here is an Act, bearing on its face the arrogant will 
of South Carolina, setting aside all constitutional rights, 
and denying the valid|j;y of stipulations made by the 
United States in her genci’al commercial law’s. She 
asserts her right to disregard citizcnship,^o make crimi¬ 
nals of coloured men, because they arc coloured, and to 
sell them for slaves to pay the expenses which she had 
incurred to make them such. And what is still worse is, 
that the exercise of this misconceived and unjust law is 
so unrelentingly enforced, and so abused by those who 
cany it-out. 
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During this time the consul had been unremitting m 
his endeavours to procure the man’s release. The m£^,yor 
had no ])o\ver in the iffomises; the attorney-general was 
not j)()s[tive in regard to the extent of his p(jwor in such 
a case, though he aclinitted tlie case to be an aggravated 
one; the judges could only recognise him as a nigger, 
consequently must govern their proceedings by legislative 
Acta. Uj>on the whole, ho found that he was wasting 
his time; for wliilc they all tfilked sympathy, they acted 
tyranny. Cold, measured words about niggers, coatrary 
to hiiWy' constitutional lights, inviolable laws, State sove¬ 
reignty and secession, tbt) necessary police-regulations to 
protect a jjoculiar institution, and their right to enforce 
them, everywhere greeted his ears. There was about as 
much in it to relieve Manuel as there would have been 
had a little bird ]perched upon the prison-wall and warbled 
its song of love to him while strongly secured in his cell, 
more tantalising because he could hear the notes, but not 
see the songster. 

Notwithstanding the commendable energy of the con¬ 
sul, he had the satisfaction of knowing tlxat several very 
improbable reports touching his course, and construing it 
into an interference with the insititutioii of slavery, had 
been widely circulated, and'were creating a feeling against 
him among a certain class of secessionists. 

He was too w(^ aware of the source from which they 
oiiginated to a'^iKen any fears; and, instead of daunting 
his energy, they only increased it, and brought to his aid 
the valuable services of the Hon. James L. Pctigni, a 
gentleman of whom it is said (notwithstanding hii^eim; 
nence at the bar) that, had it not been for his pui'ity of 
character, his opinions in opposition to the Sj^te^pyld 
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have long since consigiiotl him to a traitor’s exile. The 
truth was, and much against Mr. Petigru’s po 2 )ulai’ity in 
his own State, that he was a man of sound logic, practical 
judgment, and legal dJscriminatiou. Thus endowed with 
the ropiisite qualities of a good statesman, and pursuing 
a trii(! course to create a conservative influence in the 
State, lie faileil to boc<nne popular beyond liis legal sj>here. 
Had he espoused that most populai* of all doctrines in 
South Carolina, nullification an<l secession, and carried 
abstraction to distraction, James L. Petigni would have 
added another “ Moman nam^' to that which has ali’eady 
passed from South Carolina’s field of action. 

The consul did his duty, but effected nothing; and 
such wa.s the opposition inanife.sted by the officials who 
were intci’ostetl in the sjjoils of law, and politicians who 
could not .sec anything im[)ortaiit beyond secession, that 
there was no prospect of it. And, as the last re.soit, he 
apjjealed to the judiciary through the luibeaa corpus^" 
the result of which we shall show in a subsequent chapter. 
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IJTl’LE GEOlW’.K, THE CAPl’AIN, AXD MU. GRIMSUAW. 

The consul had returned to his office rather discomfited 
at not :ible to relieve ^Fanucl, yet satisfied that he 

had j>lai;ed matters in their proper light before the public. 
The ca]jtairi i-eportcd and loft his manifest at the custom¬ 
house, after entering his protest and making the necesssiry 

arrangements for survey, &c. &c.; and Colonel S- 

became so well satisfied of the affiectatiou of law pro- 
and that his services in behalf* of humanity were 
like straws contending against a foaming current, that, 
acknowledging Lis regrets to the captain, he preferred to 
make up in attention what he conld not do for Manuel 
through the law. 

Little George paid his respects to the Jammi between 
ten and ele\en o’clock, duly dressed. “ I\lr. Mate, where’s 
your skipper?” lui impiired, w’ith au air of consequence 
that put an extra pucker on liis little twisting mouth. 

" Gone to jail, or to see Doctor Jones, I expect—not 
giving ye an ill answer,” replied the^old mate gruffly. 

“ Perhaps y<^ don't know who I am, sir ? Your 
answer’s not polite. You must remember, sir, you’re in 
South Carolina, the sunny city of the South,” said the 
little secessionist. 

al’a’s make my answer to suit myself. I study- 
hard work and honesty, but never was known to cany a 
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grammai* in my pocket. But, my taut friend, I aliould 
know’d I was in South Carolina if you hadn't said a 
word about it; for no other nation under the sky would 
a dragged a poor east-away sailor to ju’ison because he 
had the misfortune to have a tawny hide. It’s a ten-to- 
one, my hearty, if you don’t find the skipper in jail, and 
all the rest of us, before we leave. I’m lookin’ now to 
sec some body-grabber coming down with a pair of hand¬ 
cuffs,” continued the mate. 

“What! do you mean to insult mu again, Mr. Mate? 
Explain youi*sulf! I’ni not accustomed to this ironical 
talk 1” 

“Well, it’s something Uke your laA\\s. They dragged 
our steward off to jail this morning, without judge or 
jury, and with about as much ceremony as a Bmithfield 
policeman would a pickpocket.” 

“What! you don’t say ! Well, 1 was afraid of that. 
Our officers are mighty (juick, but I’d hoped differently. 
But, sir, give my compliments to the captain. Tell him 
rU make the matter all right. ]My infiuenco, sir, and my 
father’s—he is one of the fii*st men in the city—^tells 
mightily here. I have promised my services to the cap¬ 
tain, and I’ll SCO him through. J ust pledging my word 
to Orimshaw will bu enough to satisfy the judicial requi¬ 
sitions of the law,” saitl Chiorge, switching his little cane 
on his trousers. ^ 

“My good fellow,” said the mate,. “ iryou can get our 
steward out o’ limbo, youUl be doing us all a good turn, 
and we’ll remejuber you i^s long as we pull a brace.” 

•; ’“^ou may reckon on ine. Mister Mate ; and if I a’n’t 
d6fm before six o’clock, my father will certainly take the 
matter in hwd; and he and Mazeyk belong to the seoes- 
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sion party, and control things just as they please at 
Columbia.” So saying, Greorge bid the old mate good 
morning, and bent liis course for the head of the wharf. 

“There,” said the old mate, “it’s just what I thought 
all along; I knew my presentiment would come true. 
I’ll wager a crown they treat Manuel like a dog in that 
old prison, and don’t got him out until he is mildewed; 
or perhaj)s they’ll sell him for a slave a’eos he’s got curly 
black hair and a yellow skin. Now I’m a hardy sailor, 
but I’ve sailed around the world about three times, and 
know something of natiu’e. Now ye may note it as clear 
as the noiih star, prisons in slave-countries a’n’t fit for 
dogs. They may tell about their tine, fat, slick, saucy 
niggers, but a slave’s a slave—his master’s property, a 
piece of merchandise, his chattel or his football—^thankful 
for what his master may please to give him, and inured to 
suffer the want of what he withholds. Yes, he must 
have his tliinkiiig stopped by law, and his back lashed at 
his master’s will if he don’t toe the mark in work. Men’s 
habits and association.s form their feelings and character, 
and it's just so with them fellers ; they’ve become so ac¬ 
customed to looking upon a nigger as a mere tool of 
labour*—^lordin’ it over him, stHrving him, and lashing 
him —that they associate tlie exercise of th'i same feelings 
and actions with everything connected with labour, with¬ 
out paying anj^espect to a poor ?vhite man’s feelings,” 
continued the mate, addressing himself to his second, as 
they sat upon the companion, waiting for the captain to 
come on hoard and give further orders. 

Never were words spoken with mpre truth. The negro 
is reduced to the lowest and worst restrictions, even by 
those who are considered wealthy ^ planters and good 



206 


MANURL PEREIRA. 

« 

moHters. We say nothing of those wliose abuse of tiieir 
negroes by starvation and punishment forms the theme of 
Gomi-daiut among slaveholders themsedves. His food is 
not only the coarsest that can be procured, but inadequate 
to support the system for the amount of labour required. 
Recourse to other means becomes neccHsaiy. This is suji- 
plied by giving the slave his task, which, stj far as our ob- 
serA'^ation extends, is quite sufficient for any common 
labourer’s day’s-work. This done, his masti^r is served ; 
and as an act of kindness (winch Sambo is taught to a]> 
preciate as such), he is allowcjd to work on his own little 
cultivated patch to raise a few things, which Jiias'r (iji 
many case.s) very condescendingly sells i ri the market, and 
returns those little comfoi ts, which are so much appre¬ 
ciated by slaves on a plantat-ion—tea, molasses, coflee, and 

L 

tcimcco —and now and then a little wet of whiskey. This 
is the allowance of a good man doing a good wreck’s work, 
and getting two pounds of bacon and a jjcck of corn as bis 
compensation. But, in grateful consideration, his good 
master allows him to work nights and Sundays to main¬ 
tain himself. In this wa,y was Bet)s bn!s of cothni' 
raised, which that anxious (iiild of popular favour, the 
editor of the Saomimih News, so struggled to 

herald to the world as something magnificeht on the part 
of the Southern slave-masters. At best, it was but a 
speck. If the many extm hours of toiLthat {toov Bob 
had spent, and the hours of night that me had watched 
and nui*sed hm plants, were taken into account, there 
would be a dark picture connected with “ Bob's bale of 
coUoef which the editor forgot to disclose. 

• But there is another evil at' the South—it is a great 
offs|)iEUB|j.' 0 f slavery, and goes ffir to reduce public morals 
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j^ind publio seiitiinciit; and is that which j-odiices a largo 
|K)rtion of the poor whites at the South to a state of igno- 
tunce and degradation, that would seem incredible to 
those who hatl not taken an interest in searc*hing it tmt. 
Tt is, that the Southei'uer is autocratic over evciything 
that is poor and Immble—^we speak of them as a class. 
He only sees labour through slavery ; and thus, as a 
general thing, he assumes the same aiTogant authority and 
bomeaning habitua over the poor wdiite man, who may 
ijhance to be brought within the exorcise of liis feelings. , 

They conceive that they have constituted rights 
superior to the ailisan or labourer, and that those give 
them certain })ositions to maintain .so much above the 
masses; that the artisan’s handiwoik and the labourer’s 
is mingled together for one purpose—that of soiwing 
their dignity and perverse system of family pride. Now, 
let us look for a iiioineiit at the condition which the 
tendency of this ^ystem entails upon the pooi’er mechanics 
and their families. There .are exceptions, ol' course ; but 
those exceptions are fiiw when compared with other ])laces. 

In order to maintain the teuoj- of this jjosition, the 
Southerner makes an extruvagaut display of very useless 
' and badly adapted things. This becomes so incumbent 
to his feelings that he is* obliged to continue it; and 
when cii*cumstances restrict his proper means, he falls 
back upon his J^^ourers, taxing their exertions with a 
desperation tha^Piiows no limits. For this he gives no 
counterbalancing medium. The happiness and usefulness 
of the black or the white are alike in his mind; and if 
the black man can live upon hog and hominy, be thinks 
the white man can be restricted to do the same. We 
need Hot extend our remarks upon this point; the sub- 
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. ject is capable of unlimited incidents among mechanics, 
with but little qualification. The master must keep up 
appearances, and he must learn his^ children to do the 
same. Ho must have his comforts- and his luxury, and 
his children must have the same; and, in nine cases out 
of ten, he keeps up a style of life which honest means 
would be inadequate to support, did he not seek extor¬ 
tion and punishment, denying tho- coarsast fare to his 
slaves, and inflicting the worst injuries to their well¬ 
being, to servo his own afiectation. Call this fraud or 
what you may, the best an<l softest name cannot save the 
injustice before God. 

It is a transcending state of misery that enfeebles 
itself, that devises for its own gratification, while embit¬ 
tering and despoiling the lives of others. Generation 
after generation comes foiwar<l to see tho same unhappy 
spectacle, that one day’s labour has gone and another has 
come, and the same is to be for a life-time—^that their 
body is the estate of another, and their hopes and fears 
must be inclosed in their own bosoms, to swell the throb- 
bing heart when despair followed injustice, but not to 
break tho sound, even in whispers, and die when first 
they had their birth, when life’s last chord was severed! 

Every form of labour becomes so associated with servi- 
tuder, that we may excuse the Southerner for those feelings 
which condemn those devoted to mechs^ical pursuits as 
beneath his' caste and dignity. Arrogance and idleness 
fostecr extravagance, while his pride induces him to keep 
up ■ a style of life which his moans are inadequate to 
sujpport. Thhi induces him to subsist bis slaves on the 
Isoarsest fare ; and, becoming hampered, emhatrassed, and 
fretted in his fast-decaying circumstances, his slaves, one 
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by one, suffer the penalty of hk oxtraragance, and 
he himself is reduced to iiuck a condition that 
to do justice to himself his. children apy lieges |.ukis 
slaves are dragged from hbipv sold to th^ tfetrrors of * a 
distant sugar-jdantatioi^'anld’^le turned out of doors a 
miserable man. 

Wc sec this result every day in 8outh Carolina; we 
hear the comments in the broadways and public places, 
while the attorney and bailiff’s offices aud notices tell 
the sad tale of poverty’s wasting struggle. Did 
Southerners seek to promote the happiness and welffire 
of those under them, the state of things would wear a 
different complexion j iirosjwrity would root out that 
devastating evil which has brought the ruin of so many, 
'and left them men destitute of dependencies, existing upQU 
some pittance—the price of labour worked by someliwo 
or three old negroes; honest; toil would be recompeii^^ 
through it, new energy would be infused, and the bappi-^ 
ness of those who are now kept in obscurity would blcus^ 
the hand and promote the welfare of him wbj^ ^ate 
they were. But we must return to pur . 

George, in jmssing from the wharf |^y^. met 

the captain, who was shaping his course fpr tb^ brig. He 
immediately ran up to hinf, and shoqfc bi» baitds an 
appearance of friendship. ^*0aptai4„, I’m. right eeny to 
hear about your nigger. I was not prepared for siudi a 
decision on the^^ of Mr. Grimshaw, but. I’m determined 
to have him out,” said he. s 

“Well,” said the captain, “I’m sorrf tp say I find 
things very diffexient from what I anticipated. My 
stewaid is imprisoned for nothing, except that he is a 
PiNTtnguese, and everybody insists that he’s a ni|^^. 
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Everybody talks very fine, yet nobody can do anything, 
and everything is left to the will of one man/* 

« Why, captain, we*ve the best system in the world for 
doing business; you'd appreciate it after you understood 
it! Just come with me, and let me introduce you to 
father. If he don't put you right, I’ll stand convicted," 
said little George. 

Accepting the invitation, they walked back to the old 
imrCa” counting-room. George had given the captain 
such an extended account of his father’s business and 
estates, that the latter had made up his miud to be 
introduced to an India Palace” counting-room. Judge 
of his surprise, then, when George led the way into an 
old, dirty-looking counting-room, very small and dingy, 
containing two dilapidated high desks standing against 
the wall. They were made of pitch pine, ^minted and 
grained, but so scarred and whittled as to have the 
appearance of long use and abuse. In one corner was 
an old-fashioned low desk, provided with an inkstand, 
sundiy pieces of blotting-pa|w, the pigeon-holes filled 
with loose invoices, lettei's, and bills of lading, very 
promiscuously huddled together; while hanging sus¬ 
pended on a laige naU, driven in the side and exposed 
to view, was an enormous dust-brush. A venerable- 
looking subject, of some foreign countiy, stood writing 
at one desk, a little boy at the and George’s 

veritable old nuirh ” at the low desk.^ Here and there 
around the floor were baskets and })apers containing 
samples of sea-island and upland cotton. George intro¬ 
duced the captain to his father with the suavity of a 
. ^courtier. He was a grave-looking man, well dressed, 
^ and spoke in a tone that at once enlisted respect. Unlike 
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Gearge, he was a tall^ well-formed man, with bland yet 
marked features, and very grey hair. He received the 
captain in a cold yet dignified manner, inquired about 
his voyage, and who he had consigned to, and what steps 
he had taken to proceed with his business, all of which 
the captain answered according to the circumstances. 

“ What! then you have consigned already, have you ?” 
said little George, with surprise. 

“ Oh, yes,” returned the captain. 1 have left my busi¬ 
ness in the hands of the consul, and shall follow his 
directions. lt*s according to my* sailing orders. But 
there’s so much difficulty, I shouldn’t. wonder if I had 
to leave the port, yet!” 

"Not so, captain; I’ll take care of that!” said George, 
giving his father a statement of the captain’s trouble about 
Manuel’s imprisonment, and begging that he would 
bestow his influence in behalf of his friend the captain. 
Although George cou|)led his request with a seeming 
sincerity, it was evident that he felt somewhat disappointed 
at the consignment. The old genileman looked very 
wise upon the subject, lifted his gold-framed spectacles 
upon his forehead, gratified his olfactory nerves With a 
pinch of snuff, and then^said in a cold, measured tone, 
" Well, if* he’s a nigger, I see no alternative. The circum¬ 
stances may give a colouring, of severity to the law, but 
my opinion he^^ways been, that the ooustructiou of the 
law was right ^md the Act being founded u;[X)n necessity, 
1 see no reason why we should meddle with its prerogative. 
1 think the interference of the consul unwarrantable, and 
pressed upon mere technical grounds. These stories about 
the bad state of our jail, and the sufferings of criminals 
confined in it, arise, I must think, fk>m the ^reports of 
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bad prisoners. I have never been in it. Our peo]>lc 
are opposed to vice, and seldom visit such a place; but 
the sfieriff" tells mo it is comfortable enough for anybody. 
If this be so—and T have no reason to doubt his word— 
we can exercise our sympathy and kindness for his ship¬ 
wrecked circumstances, and make him as comfortable 
there as we could anywhere else. There are many differ¬ 
ent opinions, I admit, touching the effect of this law ; 
but I’m among those who support stringent measures 
for better protection. His colour can form no excus<\ 
captain, so long as there is symptoms of the negro about 
him. We might ojk;!! a wi<le field for metaphysical 
investigation, if we admitted (jxceptions upon grades of 
complexion ; for many of our own slav<;s are as white as 
the brightest woman. Consequently, when we shut the 
gates entirely, we save ourselves boundless perplexity. 
Nor would it be safe to grant an issue upon the scorc of 
intelligence ; foi* experience has taught us that the most 
intelligent hrlgJd fellows are the worst scam])s in creating 
discontent among the slaves. I only speak of these things, 
captain, in a general sense. Your man may be very 
good, noble, generous and intelligent—and, more than 
all, not inclined to meddle with our peculiar institution ; 
but it would be a false prinoip'le to make him an excep¬ 
tion, setting an example that would be entirely incom¬ 
patible with our greatest interests. So far as my word 
will afieet the sherifiT, and enlist his ^»«(.te^ feelings in 
making him eomfoi'table, I will use it,” said the '‘‘old 
again adjusting his specs. 

Little Ceoigo seemed dumbfoundered with mortifica¬ 
tion, and the captain felt as though he would give a 
guinea to be on board his brig. It was no use for him 
to enter into the c*xif*miating circum.stance of his voyage, 
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or the chai'acter of the man Manuel. The same cold 
opinions about the law, and tlie fiiith and importance of 
SiJouth Carolina, and her peciiliar institutions, met his 
ear.4 wherever ho went. The captain arose, took his hat, 
and, bidding tho old gentleman good morning, again left 
for his brig. 

*'■ Don’t be worried about it—I’ll do what 1 can for 
you,” said the old man, .as the captain wa.s leaving, 
(reorge followed him into the street, and made a great 
many apologie.s for Ins fathers opinions and seeming in- 
difierenco, promising to do liimself what his father did 
not seem inclined to undertake. The captain saw no 
more of him during his stay in Charleston ; and if his in¬ 
fluence was exerted in Manuel’s behalfj he did not feel 
its benefits. 

Business had so occu))ied the captain’s attention during 
the day, that he had no time to visit Manuel at the jail j 
and when he roi/uruod to the vessel, a message awaited 
him from the British ctjiisul. One of the seamen had 
been detailed to fill MaTiuels place, who, with his dinner 
all prepared, reminded the captain that it was awaiting 
him. He sat down, took dinner, ai|d left to ajiswer the 
consul’s call. Arriving at the office,*he found the consul 
had left for his hotel, and would ntot return until four 
o’clock. As he passed the post-olfice, a knot of mem 
stood in fron^^‘ it, appjwently in anxious discussion. 
Feeling that t^nr conversation might be mtera.4ing to 
him, or have some connexion with his case, he walked 
slowly back, and, as he approached them, observed that 
the conversation had become more excited. The princi¬ 
pals were Mr. Grimshaw and a factor on the bay, deeply 
interested in shipping. 
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“A man acting in your capacity,” said the factor, 
“ should never make use of such expressions—^never give 
encouragement to moh law. It’s not only disgraceful to 
any city, but ruinous to its interests. Officials never 
should set or encourage the example. Want of order is 
already in the ascendant ; and if the populace is to be led 
on to riot by the officials, what check have we ? God 
save us from the direfiil effects!” 

** Well, perhaps T went too far,” said Mr. Grimshaw, 
for I think as much of the name of our fair city as you 
do. But we ought to teach him that he can’t pursue this 
open, bold, and daiiug course, endangering our iustitutioiis, 
because he’s consul for Great Britain. I would, at all 
events, treat him as we did the Yankee Hoar from Mas¬ 
sachusetts, and let the invitation be given outside of 
official character, to save the name; then, if he did not 
move off, I’d go for serving him as they did the Spanish 
consul in New Orleans. These English niggers and 
Yankee niggers ai'e fast destroying the |3eace of Charleston.” 

“ You would, would you V' said another. “ Then you 
would incite the fury of an ungovernable mob to endanger 
the man’s life for cariying out the instructions of his 
Government ?” 

“That don’t begin to be all that he does, for he’s 
meddling with everything, and continually making 
remarks about our society,” said Grimshaw, evidently 
intending' to c^ate ill-feeling lEigainst tW consul, and to 
make the matter as bad as possible. 

“Now, Mr. Grimshaw,” said the factor, “you know 
your jail is not fit to put any kind of human beings 
into, much less respectable men. It’s an old rovolu- 
tionaiy concern, tumbling down with decay, swarming 
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with injects and vermin ; the rooms ai-o damp and un¬ 
healthy, and without means to ventilate them; the mil- 
ilew and lionible stench is enough to strike disease into 
the sti ongest constitution; and you aggravate men's 
appetites with food that’s both insufficient and unwhole¬ 
some, I know; because 1 visited a friend who was put in 
tht‘i*o on ‘ mesne process.’ ” 

“ There is little confidence to be placed in the stories of 
prisoners : they all think they must be treated like 
[>rinces, instead of considm-ing that they are put there 
for cause, and that a jail was intended for punishment,” 
interrupted (Irimshaw, anxious to change the subject of 
conversation, and displaying an habitual coldneas to 
misfoi'tnne which never can see the gentleman in n 
prismier. 

‘‘ Yes ; but you must not measure men by that standard. 
Oircumstances which bring them there ai’c as different a^ 
their natures. i’ve known many good, honest, and 
respectable citizens, who once enjoyed affluence in our 
cc»mmunity, j)iit in there, month after month, and year 
after year, suffering the ^lorsecution of creditors and the 
effects of bad laws. Now, these men would not all com- 
[)lain, if there was no cause, and they all loved you, as 
you state. B\it tell mu, Mr. Grimshaw, would it not be 
even safer for our institutions to make a I'cstriction con¬ 
fining them t<^^e wharf, which could be easily done, and 
with but sma^^xpense to the city? Niggers on the 
wharfs could have no conimnnication with them, because^ 
eafjh is occupio<i in his business, and ours are too closely 
watched and driven during workiiig-houi-s. jVs soon as 
those hours end, they arc bound to leave, and the danger 
ends. Again, those niggers who work on the wharfs are 
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generally good niggers, while, on the ochi'r hand, bad nig- 
gera are put into jail ; and during the houra these 
stewards are allowofl tlie pi’lvilege of the yard, they mix 
with them without disei-iniination or restraint. Tlieir 
feelings, naturally excite<i by imprisonment, find relief in 
discoursing upon their wrongs with those of their own 
colour, and making the contamination greater, ’ said the 
factor, who seemed inclined to view the matter in its 
proper light. 

‘*Oh ! M'^hat, sir Thatw'ould never do. You mistake 
a niter’s feelings entirely. 1 *ri vileges never create respect 
with them. Just make a law to leave’em u[m)ji thew^harf, 
and five hundred j[)oliceinoti wouldn’t kee]) ’em ir<»m spoil¬ 
ing every nigger in town, ju.sl destroying the sovereignty 
of the law, and yielding a sinn-eino right that wc have 
always contende*! for. It’s vmiirwnj to Imv, and we must 
cany out the law,” replied Grimshav^'. 

“Pshaw! Talk such stufi“ to me! Just take away 
the sixteen hnndrtjd or two thousand dollars that you 
make by the law, and you’d curse it for a nuisance. It 
would become obsolete, and the poor devils of stewards 
would do what tlmy pleased; you’d never trouble your 
head about them. Now, Griinshaw, be honest for once; 
tell us what you would <lo if circumstances compelled the 
captain to leave that nigger boy here f’ 

Carry out the letter of the law; the^,re’s no alterna¬ 
tive. But the captain swears he’s a wlftfe man, and that 
would give him an opportunity to prove it.” 

How is he to prove it, GriiUshawWe take away the 
power, and then ask him to do what we make impossible. 
Then, of cfe^e, you would cany out the letter of the law 
a%d sell hint for a slave. Well, I should like to see 
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the issue upon a ([ucstion of that kind carried out upon 
an English niggtiv. It would be more of a curse upon our 
slave ins jitiition than everything else tliat could be raised,” 
said the factor. 

(Ttmtlenieii, you might as well preach abolition at 
once, and then tlu; public would know what your senti¬ 
ments were, and how to guard against you. 1 must bid 
you (fomlrbyey So saying, Mr. Urimshaw twisted his 
whij), took a large quid of tobacco, and left the comimny 
to discuss tlvc question among themselves. 
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CHAPTER XVIIT. 

TESTING THE PIIINCIPLES OF ENGLISHMEN AND YANKEES. 

Upon th(’ scalp of thirty-six-thirty,* a hackneyed phrase 
at the South, many unprofitable discussions have arisen 
in and out of Congress ; but we now eonie to an ilhistiu- 
tion of testing men’s principles by it. George, in order 
to appease matters, invited the captain to accompany him 
to a vciy fine and not uncommon < xhibition at the South, 

which was to take jdace at-Hall, on the following 

night. George desenbed the ent(?rtaiT>mont as partic\davly 
rich, instructive, entertaining, and diapliying th(^ tmth 
of Southern principles. The time arrived; and little 
George, duly dre^ssed and full of ceremony, waited upon 
his guest, and they were soon wending their way through 
a continuation of dark lanes and into a remote j)ai*t of the 
city. 

“ Now, captaiTi, you’ll see a - unaH bit of fun to-night. 
We don’t trifle with folks here. We test their ]irinciples 
by rule, and, if they a’n’t sound, we accommodate them 
with a new dross and an invitation 1i||^.avc town,” said 
George. 

* A line of demarcation, by which it was proposed by members of Con- 
to divide new territory during the agitation of the Compromise 
Question in 1 S 60 , when a disruption of the Union was threatened; 
Clayton's Compromise, Chiy's measures, and the Missouri line of thirty- 
six-thirty, were tenaciously contended for by the South. 
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“ BIcsh me! you are extremely liberal/’ returned the 
captain. 

“Yes, sir; we ai*e in them things: I mean tar and 
nish-down—we call it feathers on such occasions. Our 
vigilance-committee keep a sharp eye on Englishmen and 
Yankees ; and we put it on thick if they don’t acknow¬ 
ledge the coin straight up.” 

“ But you can scarcely tar and feather an Englishman ; 
his (Tovernment would i)rotect him,” 

“Well, we know what the British Government have 
talked of doing ; but their talk a’n’t nothing to our insti¬ 
tution/’ replied George ; and in a few minutes they passed 
tJu'oiigh a large lattice-gate into a courtyard, and from 
thence into a narrow passage, in the basement of an old 
weather-stained, wooden building. They groped their 
way through it in the dark, and entered a winding stair¬ 
case which led them ’ato an open area, lighted by the dim 
light of an oil-lamp that hung suspended from the ceiling. 
Loud speaking, as if some one was addressing a meeting, 
was lieard. “Don’t be afraid, captain; I can get in,” 
said George, tiiming round; and, after rapping once oi* 
twice at a largo, arched door, it was unlocked from 
within, and they were admitted by a huge, coai’se-looking 
man, dressed in brown homespun, ti^felt hat upon his hcad^ 
and a long tip-staff in his hand. George whispered 
something in ^^car which seemed to be a satisfactoiy 
pass-word, and tffly passed into a long, low studded room, 
very artistically dinged with larap-smoke, and ornamented 
with fantastically-twined festoons of cobwebs. In the 
middle of the room stood a long table, well supplied with 
decanters of good hardware of various colours, bottles, 
tumblers, ice, Imnons, cigars—an abundant supply of 
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cracker and cheese, a volume of the Revised Statutes 
of South Carolina,” and a promiscuous roll of handbills. 
Around the table sat sundry gentlemen, great and small— 
some with very red noses, some with vciy red faces, and 
others of weighty metal, showing the copious dcveloi)- 
mentsof very good living. They numbered about twenty, 
and were ns diiferently di*essed. They had been talking 
and takbbg, without reference to anything extremely 
momentous; for, on approaching the conclave, one of them, 
a tall man, with tlark, haggard teatiire.s, and bristly, grey 
hair that stood erect upon his head, exclaimed, “ That is 
my opinion ! J say, carry these things into effect, and- 
we show ’em Avhat we moans to do.” And, sitting down 
deliberately, he put his brawny hand into his breast¬ 
pocket, and, drawing out a flaming dirk, threw it care¬ 
lessly upon the table. 

" This ’cre’s our vigilance-committee, going to try them 
fellers,” whispered George, pointing to two disconsolate- 
looking subjects who sat roosted upon a high bench, 
about ten feet from the table. One was an unconscious 
Yankee; the other was a tnie Englishman, who had 
made a slight mistake in his remarks about freedom, and 
been seen in company with a JJpnng lady. 

“ Most impoi*tant fjeclaration ! I .second my friend 
Crambo’s remark,” said a monster i>f bone and sinew, 
who sat at ihtt head of the table, unroULps; a package of 
placards. 

. " We’d bettor proceed regularly to business; and my 
papve is a most important one. 1 move that we drink 
around,” said a third. 

^''Gk>od ! good ! Most im^iortant when true principles 
are to be tested,” rejoined a short, sottish-looking man, 
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with cris})y, red haJr all over his face, aii indescribable 
countenance, and a treacherous leer in his eyes, that 
marked liini as a man who would and had dealt in the 
large vices of the day. No sooner said, than they re¬ 
jected timir cigoivs. iilled bumpers, and drank to cM men 
of h)rt£8t jm/tuivples I 

‘^Now, gentlomoii, we will proceed to business, and 
examine the Yankee iii>Jt,” said the corpulent man, rap¬ 
ping upon the table with the handle of his dirk. “Call 
up the testimony.” 

“ One moment, gentlemen ; ’ore’s a case what requires 
doing uj) brown,” interni[>ted little George, .stej)ping up 
to the table, and drawing a large paper, “ I propose, if 
thei'o’s any business in the way of twr and feathera^ that 
it be left to the junior committee, of which I have the 
lionuur to be a iiiembor. We <lo that business with 
promptness, tlespatch. and neatness, and we’ve got a now 
rail to ride ’em upon.” He unrolled the paper, which 
contained the following notice, in flaming letters ; 

“ Fire ! Fire ! ! F’ire ! !! 

A right smart chance to dress an abolitionist!! I 

A premium of two per cent, for tar and feathers! 

The Junior Committee 
arc requested* 

To meet at-HaU at six o’clock precisely. 

A gi^llil^gmonstratiou is expected. 

Every man is requested to bring his implements.*” 

“ Now, gents, we just organised, and walked straight 
up to the feller’s house, and dragged him out. We knew 


* Tar and feathers. 
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he was a tariial abolitioxiist, although the fclier stuck ti> 
it mightily that he warii’t, aud begged, and jileaded, and 
ojQfered to show liis letters; but I tell you, geutlemeu, 
it was 110 time to hear a Yankee's crooked stoiy, and we 
were in for a right smai’t piece of fun. So wc run him 
down into Wai'dinalaw swam]), ripped the old straight 
coat of his’n, aud gin him a new suit, blacker, thicker, 
and sleeker than he ever had before. And then wo rid 
him on a rail; aud a jolly good ride it was too. Our 
niggers enjoyed the s})ort just as much as wc did; and 
it's just what I’ve always said, they don’t like aboli¬ 
tionists a mite better than we do. Just hand him over 
to ua after you’ve tried his case ; and we’ll have a bender* 
putting him thi‘ough the summary process of special out¬ 
fitting !” continued George. 

The poor Yankee looked as if he were ^lalsled, got 
down from the bench, and approached the table, trembling 
tike a plantation negro with the chills, and muttering 
some declaration of Ills innocence in an unintelligible 
voice; while four negi'oes, w'ho had been standing in a 
distant corner, came forward at the words, “ Oh, boys !” 

“ What w^as the chai'ge against your man, George 
inquired the tall man, running his brawny fingers thi-ough 
his crispy hair, and diuwing his face into |>aiuful con¬ 
tortions. 

“Why, we knew he was a Yankee from his looks, and 
an abolitionist at that; lor my l;*tIgBFleller, Jim Crack, 
heard him say to Aunt^ Peggy, the washerwoman, ‘ Wliat 
a pity you’re a slave!’ And I’d take Jim Crack's word 
A&re I would an abolitionist’s, in such cases as them. 
And then he added insult to iiijuiy by asking Mr. Hav^td- 


^ A drunken frolic. 
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j[K>rt, a gentlciimii what hoarded in the same house, 
how he’d like to he a slave? Wasn’t that enough to 
jiiakc him smell what kind o’ folks he had to deal with 
out South ? We lani them uncivilised Yankees and 
Englishmen to behave like gciitlenicii when they come 
here. We doused him after we had given him a jolly 
good ride, and I reckon the way he left toAvn this morning 
wasn’t slow.” 

“ Good ! good 1! good!!! Hij), liip, huiTa! huiTa!! 
Jiurra!!! Bravo ! Let us drink to the riddance and the 
Junior committee !” I'csoimded and re-echoed in long and 
loud peals, “l^et us drink the round, and reckon right 
upon the next. ’rher'e’s nothing like vigilance law, 
promptly applied,” inten'upted the (;oi*j)ulent man; and 
they filled glasses, and drank to the line of thirty-six- 
thvrty or fightf and death to the compromist;. 

A.fter this, George i/ook his scat, inti'oduced the captain 
to the committee as a new-comer, a good Scotchman, 
sound on the abolition question, and then invited him to 
join in a smash. Yeiy soon, a little man, more iMjdantic 
than the rest, and apim-ently the judge-advocate of the 
iiarty, arose with all the dignity of the learned profession, 
and preferred the chaises, which the unconscious Yankee 
listened to with nervous attention^ ** You are charged, 
sir,” said he, ‘‘ with being a citizen of New Ham]>shii‘e— 
the laud of gr^^^^aukees and rank abolitionists—the 
State where Se^^^^Hale comes from. And you are 
charged with interfering with tl^ rights of Southerners, 
inasmuch as you liave been twice caught in “ hriglat /Mmsss,” 
associating with the propei*ty of' other gentlemen, the 
enjoyment of which ^hey claim exclusive right to. And 
you have been heard to say that you w'ould as leaves 
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r»iarrjr,a certain bright piece of property as any lady in 
the city. Those are grave charges against a Yankee from 
New Hiiiiij)shire, without credentials. You must now 
prtKluce the square testimony that you are sound upon all 
popular questions, in the South, and clear yourself, or 
you’ll be accommodated with a new suit of our Lest 
fixings.” 

*• Well, yer secs liow I Ijadn’t got the taiiial hang of 
your differonce atweeu white whites and white niggers ; 
’twarn’t cos I know’d. Gracious ! Why, mister, I was 
jist as unconscious about the distinction as if ’twas two 
sides of sole leather,” replied our unconscious Yankee 
friend. 

'^That’s not toeing the mark. What are your prin^ 
ciples?” inquired the judgc-adtocate peremptorily. 

“ Well, now, mister, yeVo got a start on me there. 1 
han’t fixed iny mind on them things jist yet, for I’ve 
e’ne just bin a mouth in town.” 

“Then you have no fixed ojiiidous upon the jiopular 
questions of the 8outh I What do you think of the 
division of new territory into slave and free States, the 
Missouri lines, tbirty-six-thirty ? that’s what we want to 
get at to driy(» all the Englishmen and Yankees out of 
the Slave States. Which do you think best, Clayton or 
Clay’s measures ? Or don’t you know anything at all 
about the Comjiromise Question.? Come, you must give 
us a point, so that we can test yoVh^^lll^iples, and bring ' 
up this Englishman!” ^ 

‘^Well, now, fellers, yor jist crowdin’ the mourners a 
little too nice. If I’d know’d they gin folks new dLothes 
in this kind o’ shape out here, I’d ngver left New Hamp¬ 
shire. I wam’t an abolitionist afore I left hum ; but, 
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by je-whu! ther’s ncj- tellm’ what'^I’ll be, ’afdte I gets 
hum.” ** 

“ Then it seems to have been a mistake on your part, 
Mr. Yankee ? Now, you must answer me two questions. 
Bid you know that you were interfering with the rights 
of Southerners—that your language was inccndiaiy ? and 
had you any intention of disturbing the ]ieace of our 
institution f ’ 

“ Well, now, mister, it’s tarnal hard on both sides. I 
don’t seem t’a git the liang o’ these diggins. Shan’t I ax 
a question or two afore I ansers youm ?” 

Come! talk her uj), Yankee, and none of your 
dodging !” demando<l Mr. (Jrambo. 

^ “ He’s a fool, or a green Yankee !” said another. 

“ Not a bit of it; he’s like all Yankees, full of low 
cunning, and as shrewd as seventy. But we bring ’em 
our protectors,” ivjoin(.‘d the corpulent man. “ Talk up ! 
talk up !” 

“If I muftt, I must; but seems to me how you got 
a mighty big process of manufacturing abolition senti¬ 
ments out here, it* this is the- way yor sarve a feller 
what talks to a white lady out here, and don’t know 
she’s a nigger. L cum out here to start up somethin* 
to dew in the way o’ carpentenn’, and nothin’ shorter; 
but I ha’n’t made a raise yet. ’Twouldn’t be bad accom¬ 
modation to paji^^oller’j^imssage hum ; but I decidedly 
object to the ne^^TOR* 

“ You mean the tar and featjprs, Mr. Yankee V* in¬ 
terrupted Crambo. 

“ M^ll, I had a kind of a notion that way.” 

" Now, we must c«ne to the p’inte. Will you pledge 
your honour to stand by the slavery question and advo- 
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cate the line of thirty^-aix-thirty; and further declare 
that you were unconscious of interfering with the 
reserved rights of Southern gentlemen ]” 

^‘Seeing how it’s to ’commodate you, and don’t cost 
much, I don’t care much if I do. Just have yer own way 
about it, while yer in for a good time. ’Ta’n’t bad 
riding on a rale; but I say agin, I an’t no notion of 
being an institution for your kind o’ new clothes.” 

“ You see, we’ve got four iiitelligent niggers here, who 
have watched your associations, and are ready to testify 
against you.” 

“ How’s that ere 1 Niggers’ tttitimony a’n’t worth three 
cents, and those ere white gal niggers wouldn’t go down 
our county!” 

**Ah! this is another affair. We make our own 
judiciary, and take what testimony we please in these 
caseg^” replied Mr. Crambo. 

“ Well, gentlemen !” said the corpulent man at the 
head of the table, throwing his felt hat upon the floor, 
and deliberately pouring another glass of brandy from 
the decanter. “ I think he’s more of a fool than knave.” 

“ He’s all right, he's all right! I wager my nigger 
Sam, that he’ll make a tip-top politician yet, and be as 
sound as a roach on the slavery question. It was all 
for want of experience, a i)ractised eye. He’s green, 
that’s all,” said the judge-advocate, ^th a hearty good 
laugh, in which they all joifi^^ahd took another 
bumper, inviting th^pmconscious Yankee to join, and 
drinking his further prospects and experience in matters 
of Southern etiquette. So, with assurances to dive up 
to the line of thirty-six-thirty, an^ be a good Southerner 
in a^-^^hings pertaining to slavery, he was allowed to 
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join the crowd,” and became one of its jolly fellows, 
much to the dissatis&ction of little Greorge, who had 
been counting the pleasantry of a “first-rate lime,” in 
tarring and feathering a Yankee on the next night. His 
acknowledgments, however, were only produced by 
exigency, for he I’etumed to his native State in a few 
months, and became a most inveterate abolitionist, going 
fi'om town to "town, lecturing upon the cause, and de¬ 
scribing the grotesque scenes of Southern life. 

All this time the Englishman remained perched upon 
the bench in serious silence. The gentlemen of the 
committee had become tolerably mellow—that is to say, 
the liquid was getting very low in the bottles, and 
their ideas were getting very high. 

“ Bring the Englishman up, and let us try him. He*s 
a buff; but he don’t seem to be jolly, as most Englishmen 
are !” said the judge-advocate. 

“ I have a motion to make,” said Mr. Crambo, pulling 
the long red hair jover his mouth—“ that is, that there 
be no trifling with these fellows!” 

“ Explain yourself, sir ! I hold you answerable for such 
personal language. You are a coward,” rejoined the ad¬ 
vocate, and, at the momenj, seized a tumbler and threw 
it with full force across the table at Mr. Crambo. This 
was the point of a general —^revolvers, dirks, and 

sword-canes wea^^ra^i; bottles, tumblers, decanters, 
tables, benches, an^RSkets, were thrown upon the floor, 
and smashed to pieces; while Mr^rambo and the judge- 
advocate were clenched, and making desperate use of 
their dirks. The others were making the matter worse 
by endeavouring to separate them, in order that it might 
stand until the next day, to be settled according to the 
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roles of honour. The four negroes, who had been waiting 
to give in their testimony against the Englishman, 
became alarmed at the desperate conflict; and in mnning 
for the door, in the })artial darkness, stumbled against a 
table, upon which stood a camphine-lamp, which they over¬ 
turned and set the whole liquid in a flame. The alarm 
attracted all attention, and brought the belligei'ents to the 
rescue. Master Oeorge was not to be outdone in his in¬ 
trepidity ; so, seizing the corpulent gentleman’s cloak from 
his shoulders, ho throw it over the flame and soon ex¬ 
tinguished it, to the total destruction of the cloak. 

“ All’s well that’s meant well!” exclaimed George; “ it’ll 
only be a new job for the tailoj“, Mr. Broadside.” 

The gentleman did not seem pleased ; but as he seemed 
most anxious to reconcile mattei-s, and try the English¬ 
man’s case, he said ])ut little more about it. The (hmuie 
was to remain in statu quo, upon honourable terms, until 
morning. The judge-advocate declined to proceed with 
the next case; jmd, after they had all taken their seats, 
the tall man with the crispy gi*ey hair assumed the 
office. 

The Englishman seemed quite undaunted, and came for¬ 
ward to hear the charge refid with a great deal of epm- 
[josure and indiflerence. The charge was similar to the 
other, with the exception of a slight mistake made on the 
part of the Englishman, againsta^’^n the additional 
charge of proposing to elo])e witlTanigger was preferred ! 
He was a middle-size#man, rather stoop-shouldered, well 
dressed, with sharp features and an intelligent coun¬ 
tenance, which became more and more animated as he ap¬ 
proached the table. 

“Grave charges are brought against you, my good 
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fellow ! wei-e seen by two nigger fellows in company 
with a wench, that you allowed to lean upon your arm, 
and paid the attention of a white to her, while allowing 
her to walk under your umbrella!” said the judge- 
advocate. 

“If 1 have committed a crime, I demand to be tried 
by a proper tribunal. I’m an Englishman.” 

“We don’t care for that; this is the tribunal we try 
abolitionists l)cfove. We learn Eiiglishineu that we do 
things in a liberal sense down South. Do you not know 
our penalty for such outrageous breaches of etiquette ? To 
allow a nigger to tak<j your arm. is to make a niggejr of 
yourself; but you have doubly compromised your right 
to Stmtheni generosity by conspiring to elope with her 
and clitjat h<3r owner.” 

“ I cannot understand you! iSpeak good English,” 
replied the .Englishman, with seeming surpiisc. 

“ You must not be hjsoltuit. You are 3uspecte<l of being 
ail abolitionist from the manner in which you wore seen 
with Sam Stoke’s Matilda. You might as well own it 
right up, now, and we’ll make the tar and feathering 
as light as j)ossible.” 

The Englishman looked more dumbfounded than ever. 
“ If I were not an abolitionist, jrou would make me 
one. Your treatment is enough to make abolitionists of 
the world. I r eserve my answers !” 

“ You are a tyPHisyour countly—always interfering 
with our niggei-s and our institutions, and tloiiig it in 
an irresponsible manner,” rejoined the advocate. 

“ What less can you expect ? You disregard the rights 
of my countiy, through the influeuce of slavery, and then 
tell her she has no right to interfere. Where you give 
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her the right, you must expect her to use it. See how 
you have treated poor Pereira! Has she not a right 
to interfere there, and demand justice T 

“ He’s only a nigger; and it would sarve ’em right to 
tar and feather all who have taken up for him !” replied 
Mr. Crambo pertinently. 

“ It's not just as you say. You must remember that 
Governments are not jiersons, but persons make Govern¬ 
ments,” returned the Englishman. 

“Just like the impertinence of your consul!” inter¬ 
rupted the corjmlont gentleman. 

“ Our consul—” 

“ T want a word there !” inter|)osed the captain, start¬ 
ing to his feet. 

“Worse and worse ! The fellow is twice as impudent 
as an abolitionist; and I begin to see through the whole 
of it. He thinks that abolition consul will protect him,” 
ejaculated another. 

“ One moment, captain. I want to say sjomething ujwn 
this case of my countryman. Now, what does your 
paltry local government complain of I—^rights, and those 
very rights which she denies others. Your feelings and 
prejudices were before Mr. Mathew. Ho i>aid them due 
compliment; and while theie is no impropriety in the 
procedure, he has double ground to base his appeal to the 
Federal Government upon. Nothing is jj a^tice that seeks 
justice with you. Uj)on the saitf^^^ound that your 
vigilance-committee are about to try me —” 

I think there’s something in that!” said little George, 
ari^g from his seat, with an amazing deal of dignity 
'])iGtured in his countenance. Consul Mathew deserves 
credit for his independence; and it becomes a question 
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whether ho for presenting the prayer of his Government 
to the State Legislature, or the State Legislature for 
treating it in the manner it did, was most reprehensible. 
I’m opposed to giving the English cause to join with the 
infernal abolitionists!” 

“ Yes,” again interrupted the captain, The one asked 
to be heard in a common cause, supported by laws of God 
and man, human rights, and justice; the other rehised it 
U]X>n popular prejudice. And yet you say, * Slavery is 
ours—^your countrymen have no right to interfere with 
it,’ forgetting how far it interferes with their rights. This 
is might right—our justice in ourselves.” 

At this, two or three voices spoke uj). “Well, I 
reckon the feller’s pretty well posted on things t’other 
side the big pond!” said one. “Wo mustn’t let these 
fellers talk in this strain of independence,” said another. 

«Circumstances and prayers don’t amount' to much. 
We must try him upc.i the charges, and not allow him 
to sauce us in a Southern comitry,” joined another. 

“ You clothed the question with the fears of slavery, 
and yet put it into the hands of restlass |)oliticians and 
large slaveholders, whose prejudices have been mani¬ 
fested for years.” 

The vigilance-committee were evidently becoming 
alarmed at the indejiondence of the English, who claimed 
to be protected by t heir country ; but, in order to assume 
a jolly indiffereMpfebty had ordered another supply of 
spiritual refreshment, and filled their glasses, inviting all 
present to join in with them. 

“ One word more,” said the Engli^man. “ You seek to 
destroy moderate sentiment, instead of building up a 
conservative power to develope the commercial wealth of 
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your State. You ask how your city has lost its balance 
of trade, while your politicians are setting up the 
impediments of its downfall; and yet you seek through 
fear to obtain that which can only be obtained through 
justice. You forget that this question of imprisoning 
foreign seamen, which has been mooted here, involves a 
principle deeply rooted in both natural and national law, 
which makes the common question, How far South 
Carolina, in her relation to the Federal Government, is 
bound to regard the rights and i>rivilegeB of citizens of 
other nations ? The coloured man is as much recognised 
by the constitution of Great Britain, and his suffiiiges 
regarded as a citizen, as the whitest of her subjects. 
Upon the scale that you ari'ogate this power to yourselves, 
Great Britain, and other European powei*s, might ask 
themselves how far thek right to control their laws of 
citizensliip extended ? You forget that the right of jiro- 
tection is, according to the statutes of England, as much 
the inheritance of the black man as the white ; and that 
he has as much right to claim it from bis Government. 
What right, then, have you to reject that which is con¬ 
sidered a fimt principle in the government of Great 
Britain? Upon the same principle, you could refuse to 
recognise a limitation in your authority, and place the 
forfeiture of the mo^ sacred national obligations at 
naught. You violate the strongest bond privilege of 
treaty stipulations, and insist upoaitfili^ight to make a 
specific clajssificatiou in the citizenship of those nations, 
to conserve a paltry local statute. 

You'-forget that Ihe many small restrictions in trade 
make a large gross; and that those persons against whom 
you get up these unheard-of excitements, amusing your- 
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Helves by clothing iiicti iu tar and feather^) cariy those 
embittered feelings home with them, when they recoil 
upon you with tenfold power. Cease to bring yourselves 
in contact with Englishmen, and Englishmen will cease 
to interfere with your institution,” continued the captain. 

“ Well, he don’t talk bad for an Englishman,” whispered 
one of the gentlemen. 

“ I’ll bet five (lollars you get into a scrape, if you talk 
that way out of dooi’s,” ejaculated another. 

“ Caj)tain, you’d better be cautious,” said little George. 
“If it was to get about that you were an abolitionist, 
England could not save you.” 

We must proceed with the incendiary case,” said the 
judge-advocate, looking at the victimised Englishman. 
“ What was your object, sir, in treating a nigger gal with 
so much attention 1” 

“ You must be more clear in your (][uestions. I don’t 
comprehend you,” retiir*ied the accused. 

“ Did you not allow a wench to take your arm, and you 
accom]>any her home with an umbrella over her headi” 

“No, indeed ! No, indeed ! Never did such a thing in 
my life. 1 met a most beautiful lady the other day, with 
bhie eyes and fair flaxen hail', and a skin as white aa 
alabaster—^teatm’es full of Symmetry, and with as much 
gi'ace of action as a llegent-stroel 66^, and a form that 
seemed to have been moulded fora Venus. It rained; and 
as she was beSH^fSt^he poetry of my feelings heaved 
with emotions, and I did the genteel by offering to shield 
her with my umbrella, and afterwards had the honour of 
supporting her on my arm.” 

“ Did you not discern that she was proiierty 1” grumbled 
the corpulent man. 
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“ Property ? I would love to prize such loveliness in my 
heart, and show her beauty to the world for a model!” 

High ! high ! high ! Outrage ! outrage ! outrage! 
Here’s the whole tlisclosurc of his abolition principles. 
The act is too openly acknowledged.” And at this 
they all arose, and, without hearing any further ex¬ 
planation, gave him due notice that placards would be 
posted at ten on the following morning, and, unless he 
left the city, in the boat, at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
he would be taken by force of arms at eight o’clock, led 
by the junior committee into a public square, and there 
gratuitously furnished with a new dress, according to a 
sample of a large quantity always kept on hand by the 
vigilance-committee, and, then and there, further ac¬ 
commodated with a rail and two negroes, and ridden 
beyond the limits of the State, to the water’s edge. 

Then, at half-past twelve o’clock, they adjourned sine 
die. The captain and George retired to their homes, and 
the Englishman to his, to meditate upon the issue of the 
sentence. On the fijllowiiig morning documents were ex¬ 
changed ; and an affair of Jiononr came off a few days 
afterward between Mr. Crambo and the judge-advocate, 
one of the combatants being severely wounded. 

It was only a slight mistake on the part of the English¬ 
man, the result of inexperience, for he had only been in 
the city a few days. The sequel is soon told. 

He was walking in the grovta^j^S* afternoon, and 
observing a very pretty young lady sauntering toward 
the main road, evidently fearing the effect of a shower 
that was»just coming on, ho approached her, and jiolitely 
offered the^ protection of his umbrella, which, although 
nervously, she accepted, and eventually his arm. Cap- 
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tivated with her beauty,* and not imagining that she 
was a mere jiiece of property, he accompanied her to her 
home, and was not a little surprised when she left him 
at the gate instead of the front-door. There was a secret 
in her reserve which the Englishman could not solve; for 
no inexperienced eye would have detected the negro in 
such a beautiful creature—in foot, as far as blood was con- 
. cerned, there was none, for her mother had a white skin, 
and hei‘ father was one of the mejiV’ Excited by 

her beauty, he visited the grove every afternoon for some 
days during his stay, meeting her oji several occasions, 
until their feeling became mutual, and, in the exuberance 
of their love for romance, they had agreed upon an elope¬ 
ment, she not disclosing the secret of her slaver}'^; thus 
the fatal eiTor of our victim before the vigilance- 
committee. 

* These little mistakes fr quently occur in our city; and strangers, 
especially those given to loving at first sight, become desperately cap¬ 
tivated with some beautiful creature they see—^with her raven tresses, 
languishing eyes glowing with the soul of love, and countcnaiK'c full of 
classic beauty, without supposing that they belong to the property race. 
It is extremely amusing to see how soon the charm is dispelled wdien 
the fact is discovered. The practical illustration is full of painiul 
incidents, opening new themes in the thctjry of affedtions, and showing 
how charms soon vanish, when it^ found that they can be purchased at 
a small price. Our mistaken English frieftd, fearing the protection of 
his Government, anticipated his nea* suit and rail-ride by leaving in the 
boat on the next 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

LITTLE TOMMY AND THE POLICE. 

We iiiiist take the reader back to the old jail, where 
we saw Tommy in high glee, spreading his haveiuack 
and receiving the thanks that were bestowed upon 
himself and the cajitain for their kindness; and, again, 
to where the scene closed with the drawing of a poor 
negro from the nan*ow aperture in the chimney. After 
quiet was restored, they commenced gathering up the 
broken glass and ware that lay strewn around the cell, 
and preparing their blankets for the niglit. “ Stop !” said 
Cojieland. ‘‘Wo must return thanks for the kindness 
that has been bestowed upon us to-night—^let us not be 
ungrateful to Him who presides over us all.” And they 
knelt in a circle while he bi’eathed a prayer to heaven, 
fall of spirit and consolation—^beseeching forgiveness for 
those who ha<l no forgiveness in theinselve.s, and asking 
a divine blessing for those who wore kind to them—wlio 
looked upon the black man through the light of heavenly 
love. 

The pure s])irit and gratituda^jp^iired hy this 
variously-tinted group, pouring forth their warm and 
fervent prayers, bespoke the very soul of natural 
Christianity clothed fli the fervency of love for Christ. 
Kindness was re(X)mijen.sed—it had touched the fountain 
of their feelings, and gratitude gushed forth. Kindness, 
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Jii its smallest token, to a jnisoner, is like the golden 
radiance of the rising sun, spreading its beauties over the 
tlark shadows of fading night. It touches the tenderest 
chords of nature, making the heari to rest, and s])i’eading 
a halo over tlie gloomy scones th}^ surround him. It is 
a living token that some kind thought remembers him; 
and lie enjoys the spirit that bounds within him, and 
says, “ I’ve a friend loft.” 

It was now near ten o’clock, and Daley came to announce 
that it was time to close the prison, and that all stranger.s 
must withdraw. Tommy had insisted upon stopping with 
Manuel during the night; but Daley,* in a very rude 
manner, told him it was against the rules, and, puttiiig his 
hand to his back, i>ushcd him out of the cell and secui*ed 
the bolts. The little fellow felt his way through the 
passage and down the stairs in the dark, until he i*eachcil 
the corridor, where the jailer stood waiting to let him 
paas the outer iron gate. “ Y’on’ve made a long stay, my 
little fellow ! You’ll hiive a hcaj) o’ trouble to find the 
wharf at this time o’ night. I’d a let you stopped all 
night, but it’s strictly against the sheriff’s ordeiv,” said 
the jailer, as the boy passed into the s1a:eet, at the .same 
time giving him a list of imi>erfect directions about the 
course to proceed. 

The jail is in a distant and obscni’e pari of the city, 
surrounded by na rrow streets and lanes, imperfectly laid 

* This man Daley "Wha a proverbial drunkard, a tyrant in thtf exercise 

of his “ little brief authority,” and a notorious-, Singular as it may 

seem, considering his position, he would quarrel with the men for a glass 
of whiskey, bad given tbe jailer more trouble than any other man, and 
been several times confined in the cells for bis incorrigible vices. If any* 
thing more was wanting to confirm our note, we could refer to Colonel 
Condy, the very gentlemanly United States marshal. 
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out, and niidefiiied. In leaving the walls of the prison, he 
mistook his direction, and the night being very dark, with 
a light, drizzling rain, which commenced while he was in 
the prison, the whole aspect of things seemed reversed. 
After travelling about for some time, he found himself 
upon a narrow strip of land that crossed a basin of Avater, 
and led to Chisholm’s mill. The different apjiearance of 
things here convinced him of his error. Bewildered, and 
not knowing Avhich way to proceed, he approached a cross 
road, and, sitting down njx)!! a log, wept bitterly. He 
soon heard a footstep, and, as it approached, his cares 
lightened. It proved to be a negro man from the mill,* 
boimd into the city on the usual errand of procuring a 
bottle of molasses. When he first discovered Tommy, he 

* These mills are worked all nighl, and the poor negroes, wishing to 
follow on example which massa sets on a grand scale, save that they have 
an excuse in the fatigue of labour, will delegate some shrewd one of their 
number to proceed to a Dutch **comer>8hop" in the suburbs, run the 
gauntlet of the police, and get a bottle of whiskey. When interrogated, 
they arc always "going for a buttle of molasses.” They keep a keen 
watch for the police, and their cunning modes of eluding its vigilance 
forms many amusing anecdotes. They are bound to have a pass from master, 
or some white man; but if they can reach the shop in safety, the Dutch¬ 
man will always furnish thorn with one to return. It not unfrequcntly 
happens that the guardmen are much more ignorant than the slaves. 
The latter, knowing this, will endeavour to find their station and 
approach by it, taking with them either an old pass or a forged one, 
which the guardman make.s a wonderful piece of importance about ex¬ 
amining and countersigning, though he can neitlu|S(r;.*nor write. Thus 
Sambo passes on to get his molasses, laughing i^^siceve to think how 
ho iffnorant buekra." A change of guard often forms a trap for 
Sambo, when ho is lugged to the guard-house, kept all night, his master 
liifetmed in the morning, and requested to st^ up and pay a fine, or 
-SuUro's bock catches thirty-nine, thus notmg a depression of value upon 
ilie property. Sometimes his master pays the municipal fine, and ad- 
' ministers a domestic castigation less lacwating. 
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started back a few })ace3; as if in fear; but, on being told 
by Tommy that he was lost, and wanted to find his way 
to the wharfs, he approached, and, recovering confidence 
readily, volunteered to see him to the corner of Broad- 
street. So, taking him by the hand, they proceeded 
together until they reached the termination pf the cause¬ 
way, and were about to enter Tradd-strect, when suddenly 
a giiardraan sprang fi’om behind an old shod. The negro, 
recognising his white belt and ta})-stick, made the best of 
his time, and set oft* at full speed down a narrow lane. The 
watchman proceeded close at his heels, springing his rattle 
at every step, and pouring out a volley of vile imprecations. 
Tommy stood for a few moments, but soon the cries of the 
negro and the beating of clubs broke upon his ear; he 
became terrified, and mn at the top of his speed in an 
opposite direction. Again he had lost his way, and 
seemed in a worse dilemma than before j he was weary 
and frightened, and hearing so many stories among the 
sailors about selling white children for slaves, and knowing 
the imprisonment of Manuel, which he did not compre¬ 
hend, his feelings were excited to the highest degree. 
After running for a few minutes, he stopped to see if he 
could recognise his position. The fiist thing that caught 
his eye was the old jail, looming its sombre walls in the 
gloomy contrast of night. He }bllo\^'ed the walls until 
he reached t he m ain gate, and then, taking an opposite 
direction fron^Vl^^ianer route, proceeded along the street 
until he came to a lantern, shedding its feeble light upon 
the murky objects at the corner of a narrow lane. Here 
he stood, for several minutes, not knowing which way to 
proceed; the street he was in continued but a few steps 
farther, and, turn which ever way he would, darlyiess and 
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obstacles rose to impede his progress. At length he 
turned down the lane and proceeded until he came to 
another junction of streets ; taking one which he thought 
would lead him in the right direction, he wandered 
through it and into a narrow, circuitous street, full of 
little, wi-etched-looking h(juses. A light glimmered fi*om 
one of them^ and he saw a female passing to and fi*o before 
the window. Ho approached and rappeid upon 

the door. Almost simultaneously the light was extin¬ 
guished. He stood for a few minutes, and again rapped 
louder than before ; all was silent for some minutes. A 
drenching shower had commenced, adding to the ali-eady 
gloomy picture ; and the rustling leaves on a tree that 
stood near gave an ominous sound to tlie excited feelings 
of the child. Ho listened at the door with anxiety and 
fear, as he heard whispers within ; and as he was about 
to repeat his rapi»iug, a window on the I’ight hand was 
slowly raised. The female who had been j)acing the flooi* 
protruded her head with a caution that bespoke alai*m. 
Her long, black hair hanging about her shoulders, ami 
her tawny, Indian countenance, with her ghost-like figure 
dressed in a white habiliment, struck him with a sort of 
terror that well-nigh made him run. 

“ Who is that, at this time of nightinquired the 
woman, in a low voice. 

“ It’s only me. I’m lost, and can’t find.^ny way to our 
vessel,” said Tommy, in a half-crying 

“ Mother,” said the woman, shutting the window, “ it’s 
a little sailor-boy, a stranger, and he’s wet through.” 

* ^he immediately unbarred and opened the door, and 
' mvited him to come in. Stepping beyond the threshold, 
die clo|pd the door against the storm, and, placing a chair 
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at the fire, told him to sit down and warm himself. They 
were mulatto half-breeds, retaining all the Indian features 
which that remnant of the tribe now in Charleston are 
distinguished by—a family well known in the city, yet 
under the strictest surveillance of the police. Everything 
around the little room denoted poverty and neatness. 
The withered remnant of an aged Indian mother lay 
stretched upon a bed of sickness, and the daughter, about 
nineteen years old, had been watching over her, and ad¬ 
ministering those comforts which her condition required. 

Why, mother, it’s a’most twelve o’clock. I don’t believe 
he’ll come to-night,* and this little boy can stop till 
morning in our room up-stairs,” said she, looking up at 
an old Connecticut clock that adorned the mantel-piece. 
As she raised those dark, plaintive eyes, her countenance 
seemed full of meek grace and beauty, that generosity 
ennobled and made moi'e lovely. Could the poet have 
touched his lyre upon the history of that poor girl, it 
would arouse the chords of every feeling heart. He might 
say ill the language of one who has spoken of her race— 


And aU the world says, Christian, come! 
Arise, 0 bondman ! go, be fi'ee ! 

But, lo I my kinsman, where is he ? 


Oh, I could not stay all night! The mate would 
be uneasy about me, and might send the crew to look 
for me. I’m juj^^|thankful, but I couldn’t stop,” said 
Tommy. 


* She awaited her /Wend, or rather he whose mistress die had con¬ 
descended to be, after passing from several lords. The history of tbia 
female remnant of beautiful rndian girls now loft in Charleston is a 
mournful one. The iecolleotion of their noble sires, when contrasted 
with their present unhappy associations, affords a sad subject for re- 
ffection. • 
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“ Bat you never can find the bay on such a night as 
this ! and IVe no pass^ or I would show you into Broad- 
street^ and then you could find the way. I am afl^id of 
the guardmen, and if they caught me and took me to the 
station, my friend would abuse me awfully,” said Angeline, 
for such was her name ; and she laid her hand upon his 
arm to feel his wet clothes. 

He now arose from the chair, and, putting on his hat, 
she followipd him to the door and directed him how 
to proceed to find Broa<l-street. 

He proceeded according to her directions, and sooit 
found it. Now, he thought, he was all right; but the 
wind had increaswl to a gale, and haling a full swee]) 
through the street, it was as much as he could do to 
resist it. He had scarcely reached half the distance of 
the street when it came in such sudden gusts that he was 
forced to seek a reftme against its fui*v in the recess of 
SL door. He sat down upon a step, and, buttoning his 
little jacket around him, rested his head upon his knees, 
and, while waiting for the storm to abate, fell into a deep 
sleep. From tliis situation he was suddenly aroused by 
a guardman, who seized him by the collar, and, giving 
him an unmerciful twitch, brought him headlong upon 
the sidewalk. 

“What are you at here?' Ah, another miserable 
vagrant, * I suppose! We’ll take care such rascals as 
you ! Come with me. We’ll larii y^^be round stealing 
at this time of night.” 

“No, sir! no, sir! I didn’t do nothin’!” 

■ > “Shut up 1 None of your lyin’ to a policeman, you 
^ung rascal! I don’t want to he}\r, nor 1 won’t stand 
your kifenial lies.” 



MANUEL PEREIRA. 243 

• 

“ Oh, do, mister, let me tell you about it, and I know 
you won’t hurt me. I’m only going to the vessel, if 
you’ll show me the way,” said the little fellow imploringly. 

“ Stop yer noise, ye lying young thief, you ! Ye wouldn’t 
be prowling about at this time o’ night if ye belonged to 
a vessel. ’Poii my soul, I believe yer a nigger ! Come to 
the light,” .said the guardman, dragging him up to a lamp 
near by. “Well, you ain’t a nigger, I reckon, but yer a 
strolling vagrant, and that’s worse,” he continued, after 
examining his face very minutely. So, dragging him to 
the guardhouse as he would a dog, and thrusting him 
into a sort of barrack-room, the captain of the guard and 
several officials ’^oon gathered around him to inquiie the 
difficulty. The officers listened to the guardinan’s story, 
with perfect confidence in everything he said, but refused 
to allow the little fellow to reply in his own behalf. “ 1 
watched him for a long time, saw him fiimhling about 

people’s doors, and then go to sleep in Mr. T-’s recess. 

These boys are gettin’ to be the veiy mischief—^most 
dangerous fellows we have to deal with,” said the policeman. 

“ Oh, no ! I was only goin’ to the brig, and got turned 
round. I’ve been more than two hours trying to find my 
way in the storm. I’m ^sure I ain’t done no harm ! If 
ye’U only let me tell my story,” st|id Tommy. 

“ Shut up! Wc want no stories till morning. The 
mayor will se^y^our hash to-morrow*; and if you belong 
to a ship, you c^fcell him all aibout it; but you’ll have 
the costs to pay, anyhow. J.ust lay down upon that 
bench, and you can sleep there;tiU morning; that’s better 
than loafing about the streets,” said the captain of the 
'guard, a large, portly-looking man, as he pointed T«wnmy 
to a long bench, similar to those used in barrack-rooms. 
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The little fellow saw it was no use to attempt a hearing, 
and, going quietly to the bench, he pulled off his man-o"- 
war hat, and, laying it upon a chair, stretched himself 
out upon it, putting his little hands under his head to 
ease it from the hard boards. 

But he was not destined to sleep long in this position, 
for a loud groaning noise at^the door broke upon their 
ears through the pelting fury of the storm, like one in 
agonising distress. 

“ Heavens! what is this ?’* said the captain of the guard, 
suddenly starting from his scat, and running for the door, 
followed by the whole iwsse. The groans grew louder 
and more death-like in their sound, accompanied by 
strange voices giving utterance to horrible imprecations, 
and a dragging upon the floor. The large door opened, 
and what a sight presented itself! Three huge monsters, 
with side-arms on, dragged in the poor negro who proflered 
to show Tommy into Broadrstreet. His clothes were 
nearly torn from his back, besmeared with mud from 
head to foot, and his face cut and mangled in the most 
shocking manner. His head, neck, and shoulders were 
covered with a gore of blood, and still it kept oozing 
frotn his mouth and the cuts on his head. They dragged 
him in as if he was a dying dog that had been beaten 
with a club, and threw him into a comer upon the floor 
with just about as ijpuch unconcern. 

massal massa! Ul me, mas^^* den ’em stop 
suflhriu’r said the poor fellow, in a painfiil murmur, 
jBsinng his shackled hands to his head, and grasping the ' 
that secured hianeck, in the agony of pain. 

**fWhat has'^he done f* inquired the officer. 

«* > 

*j“BeBisied ,the guard, and ran when we told him to 
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stop,” responded a trio of voices. “ Yas, and attem}>ted 
to get into a house. All, you vagabond, you ! that's the 
way we serve niggers like you ! Attempt t^ rim again, 
will you ? I’ll knock your iiifoi'nal daylights out, you 
nigger, you!” said one of the party. 

“It does seem to me that you might have taken him 
and brought him up with less severity,” said the officer. 

“ What else could we do, sui’e ? D-idn t we catch him 
prowling about with a white fellow, and he mnn d till we 
couldn’t got him ? Indeed, it was nothing good they 
were after, and it’s the like o’ them that bees doing all 
the mischief beyant the city.” 

“ An’ ’imself, too, struck Muldown two pokes before he 
lave de hancuffs 1)6 pat upon him at all,” said another 
of the guardmen; and then, turning round, caught a 
glimjise of poor little Tommy, who' ha<l been standing 
up near a desk during the scene, nearly “ friglitened out 
of his wits.” 

“ By the pijHjrs!—what, and is’t here ye are ? the same 
that was with himself beyant! Come here, you spalpeen, 
you! Wasn’t ye the same what Ruin’d whin we bees 
8i)aken to that nigger ?” said the same guardman, taking 
hold of Tommy’s arm, and drawing him nearer the 
light. 

^ • .• 

“ Yes, he was coming along with me, to show me-” 

“ Stop.!—you know you are goihg {to lie already. 
Better lock ’oSl^th up for the night, and let them be 
sent up in the moming,” said another. * 

“ Then you won’t let me speak: for myself 1” 

** Hush, • sir!” interrupted the officer, f* You can tell 
your story in- the morning; but take care you are not a 
vagrant. If it’s proved that you were with that nigger 
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at an improper hour, you’ll get your back scarred. Come, 
you have owned it, and I must lock you up.” 

Without^ttempting to wash the blood off the negro, 
or dress his wounds, they unlocked the handcuffs, and 
loo.sened the chain from his neck, handling him with lesfi 
feeling than they would a dumb brute. Believed of his 
chains, they ordered him to get up. 

The poor creature looked up imploringly, as if to beg 
them to spare his life, for he was too weak to speak. He 
held iij> his hands, drenched with blood, while beneath 
his head was a pool of gore that had streamed from his 
wounds. “None of your infernal humbuggery—you 
could run fast enough ! J ust get iij), and bo spry about 
it, or I’ll help you with the cowhide,” said the officer, 
calling to one of the guardmen to biing it to him. He 
now made an effort, and had got upon his knees, when 
theguardman that seemed foremost in his brutality fetched 
him a kick with his lieavy boots in the side, that again 
felled him to the ground with a deep groan. 

“ Ot-tut! that will not do. You musn’t kill the nigger; 
his master will come for him in the morning,” said the 
officer, stooping down and taking hold of liis arm with 
his left hand, while holding a cowhide in his right. 
“ Como, my boy, you must get up and go into the lock- 
u}),” he continued. 

“ Massa 1 O good massa, do—don’t! ^T’s most dead 
now, wha’for ye no lef me whare a said he in a 

shilling manner, and, making a second attempt, fell back 
upon the floor; at which two of them seized him by the 
d^ld^f and dragging him into a long, dark, cell-like 
room, threw him violently upon the floor. Then returning 
to the room, the officer took Tommy by the arm, and, 
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iiiaroliiiig iiim into the »ame room, shut the door to 
smother his cries. The little fellow was so frightenetl 
that he burst into an excitement of tears. The room 
was tlark, and as gloomy as a cavern. He could neither 
lie down, sleeji, nor console himself. He thought of 
Manuel, only to envy his lot, and would gladly have 
shared his imjirisoninent to be relieved from such a hor¬ 
rible situation. Morning was to bring, i^erhaps, worse 
terrors. He thought of the happy scenes of his rustic 
home in Duiiakade, and his poor parents; but nothing 
couhl relieve the anguish of his feelings. And then, how 
could he get word to his captain ? If they were so cruel 
to him now, he could not expect them to be less so in the 
morning. In this manner, he sat down upon the floor 
with the poor negro, and, if he could do nothing more, 
sympathised with hb feelings. The poor negro mur¬ 
mured and grojinod in a manner tlnit would have enlisted 
the feelings of a Patagonian ; and in this way he con¬ 
tinued until about three o’clock in the luoruitig, when his 
moaning became so loud and i)itiful that the officer of 
the guard came to the door with an attendant, and, iin- 
Imlting it, entered with a lantern in his ^nd. He held 
tlie light towai'd his face, and inquired what he was 
making such a noise a5ont? “O good massa, good 
massa, do send for docta ! Ma head got a pile o’ cuts on 

f 

him,” said he , put ting his hand to his head. The oflicer 
paased the la^mj^ to his attendant, anc^ after putting a 
pair of gloves on his. hands, began to feel his head, turn 
aside his tom clothes, and wijie the dirt from the plaees 
where the blood seemed to be clotted. Good gracious I 
I didn’t conjecture that you were cut so bad. Here, my 
good fellow,” addressing himself to Tommy, '‘hold the 
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lantern. Michael^ go get a pail of water, and some cloths,” 
said he, very suddenly becoming awakened to the real 
condition of the man, after he had exhibited a coldness 
that bordered on brutality. 

Water and cloths were soon brought. The attendant, 
Michael, commenced to strip his clothes off; but the poor 
fellow was so sore that he screeched, in the greatest agony, 
every time he attempted to touch him. “ Be easy,” said 
the officer, “ he’s hurt pretty badly. He must a been 
mighty refractory, or they’d never beaten him in this 
manner,” he continued, opening a roll of adhesive {)laster, 
and cutting it into strips. After washing him with water 
and whiskey, they dressed his wounds with the plaister, 
and bound his head with an old silk handkerchief which 
they found in his pocket, after which they left the light 
burning and retired. 

After they retired. Tommy inquired of the negro how 
they came to keep him so long before they brought him 
to the guard-house ? It proved that, as soon as they came 
up with him, the first one knocked him down with a club ; 
and they all at once commenced beating him with theii' 
bludgeons, and continued until they had satisfied their 
mad fury. And while he lay groaning in the streets^ 
they left one of their numbei' fn charge while the others 
proceeded to ^ get handchffs and chains, with which they 
bound him, and dragged him, as it were, the distance of 
four sqnat'esto the guard-house. Wha|^^ablime picture 
fmSiifihe meditations of a people who boast of their bravery 
’ jotid. generosit)!^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE NEAT MOIlNlNfJ, AND THE MAVOR’s VERDICT. 

Shortly after daylight, Tommy fell into a dozing sleep, 
from which he was awakened hy the mustering of the 
]>risoners who had been brought up during the night, and 
were to appear before the mayor at nine o’clock. A. few 
minutes before eight o’clock an officer opened the cell-door, 
and they were Oixlered to march out into a long room. 
In this room they found all the prisoners gathered. 
There were three blacks and five whites, who had been 
arrested on different ehai’ges; and as the mayor’s court 
was merely a tribunal of commitment—not judgment, if 
the charges upon which the prisoners were brought up 

were sustained, which they generally were, because the 

• 

policeman who made the arrest was the important wit¬ 
ness—they were committed to await the tardy process of 
the law. 

Considerable uneasiness* had been felt on board of the 
Janson for Tommy ; and the captain suggested that he 
might have g ot ast ray among the dark lanes of the city, 
and that the^iB|^ had better send some of the crew 
to look for him. The mate, better acc^uaiuted with 
Tommy’s feelings and attachment for Manuel than he 
was with the rules of the prison and Mr. Grimshaw’s 
arbitrary orders, assured the captain that such a course 
would be entirely unnecessary, for he knew when he left 



250 MANUEL PEKEIRA. 

4 

that he would stop all night with Manuel. This quieted 
the captain’s appreliensions; and he said no more about 
it until he sat down to breakfast. “1 miss Tommy 
amazingly,” said the cajitaijj. “ Tf he stoj)})ed all night, 
he should be here by this time. I think some one had 
better be sent to the jail to inquire for him.” Just as he 
arose from the table, one of the crew announced at the 
companion that a person on deck wished to see the 
captain. On going up, he found a policeman, who 
inlbimed him that a little boy had been arrested as a 
vagrant in the street last night, and, when brought 
before the mayor a few minutes ago, stated that he 
belonged to his vessel, and the mayor had dospatcheil 
hini to notify the master. “ (Jircumstances are sus- 
jMcious—he was seen in company with a negro of very 
bad habits ; but if you can identify the boy, you had 
better come rjuiek, or he’ll be sent to jail, and you’ll have 
some trouble to get him out,” said the messenger, giving 
the captain a desci’iptioii of the boy. 

“ Oh, yes !” said the captain, “ that’s my Tommy. I 
verily bebeve they’ll have us all in jail before we get 
away from the port.” Numerous ap];)oiiitments engiossed 
his time, and he had promised to meet the consul at an 
early hour that morning. Notwithstanding this, he gave 
a few orders to the mate about getting the hatches ready 
and receiving the port-wardens, and then immediately 
repaired to the all-important guard-h^^l^r Ho was just 
i^ time to receive the mortifying intelligence that the 
mayor^s court had concluded its sitting, and to see little 
Tommyy with a }>air of handcuffs on his hands, in the act 
■of being committed to jail by a Butch constable. He 
-stopped the coi^table, and, being told that his honour 
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was yet in the i*oom, put a couple of dollars into his 
hand to await his intercession. Anothci* fortunate cir- 
cumstancc favoured him; just as he stojiped the con¬ 
stable, he saw his friend, Colonel S-, a])proaching. 

The colonel saw there was trouble, and, with his usual 
characteristic kindness, hastened up and volunteered his 
services. 

Wc must now return to the arraignment, as it pro- 
ceede<l after the messenger had been desi^atched. 

The negro conlined with Tommy presented a ’WTetebed 
])icture when brought into the light room among the 
other ju’isoiiers. His head was so swollen that no trace 
of feature was left in his face. Cuts and gashes were 
marketl with plaster all over his neck and face ; his 
head tied up with an old red handkerchief; his eyes, 
what could be st^en of them, more like balls of blood 
than organs of sight; while the whiskey and water with 
which his head had been washed had mixed with the 
blood upon his clothes, and only served to make its 
apix^arance more disgusting. , Altogether, a more pitiful 
object never was presented to human sight. 

Some minutejs before the clock stnick nine, an 
intelligent-looking gentleman, very well dressed, and 
portly in his appearance, entered^ the rtjom. He was 
evidently kindly disposed, but one of those men whose 
feelings prom pt th em to get through business with 
despatch, rathS^Jian inquire into the circumstances 
of aggravated cases. He held a consultation with the 
officer for some minutes with reference to the prisoners. 
After which he mounted a little tribune, and, addressing 
a few words to the white prisoners (a person who acted 
the pa.rt of clerk announced court by rapping upon a 
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desk with a little mallet), inquired whether the officei’s 
had notified the owners of the negroes. Being informed 
that they liad, he proceeded with the negroes first. 
One, by some good fortune, was taken away by his 
master, who paid the usual fee to swell the city treasury ; 
another was sentenced to receive twenty paddles on the 
fi*ame at thcj workhouse; and the third, the man we 
have described, being brought forward, weak with the 
loss of blood, leaned his hand upon the back of a chair. 
“ Stand up straight!” said the ofiicer, in a commanding 
tone. 

“ Now, my boy, this is twice you have been before this 
court. Your master has left you to the mercy of the law, 
and given strict orders to the police in the event that yon 
were caught a third time. Your crime is worse now, for 
you wore caught in company with that white hoy, i)roba- 
bly on some errand of villany, prowling about the streets 
after druni-heat. T shall, in consideration of the facts here 
stated by tbe police, whose evidence I am bound to recog¬ 
nise, sentence you to nineteen paddles on the frame, and 
to be committed to jail, in accordance with your master’s 
orders, there to await his further directions. 

“Arraign the white prisoners according to the roll, 

Mr.-Have you^ sent a message to the captain about 

that boy ?” inquired the mayor. 

“No, yer honour ; but T will send jut once.” said the 
officer, stepping into the passage and cKling an attendant. 

The little fellow was arraigned first. He stood up 
bef(nM 3 the mayor, while the ruffianly policeman who ar- 
retrted him preferred the charges and swore to them, adding 
as much to give colouring as possible. “ Now, my man, 
let me hear wbat you have got to say for yourself. I have 
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for your captain,” said the mayor, looking as if he 
really felt pity for the little fellow. 

He commenced to toll his simple story, but soon became 
so convulsed with tears that he could proceed no further. 

I only went to the jail to see Manuel, the steward, and 
T got lost, and begged the black man to show me the 
way,” said he, sobbing. 

'‘Well, I have heard enough,” said the mayor, inter¬ 
rupting him. *•' You could not have been at the Jail at 
that time o’ night—im})osBiblc ! It was after hours—con- 
traiy to rules—and only makes the matter woi-se. You 
can stand aside; and if the captain comes before court is 
through, -we will see further; if not, you must be com¬ 
mitted as a vagrant. I’m afraid of you young strollers.” 

The officer of the guard, as if the i)oor boy’s feelings 
M ere not already sufficiently harassed, took him by the 
arm, and, pushing him into a corner, said, “There, you 
^'ouiig scamp, sit down ! You’ll get your desei'ts when 
you get to the jail.” 

He sat down, but could not restrain his feelings. The 
presence of the captain was his only hope. He saw" the 
[)risoners anaigned one by one, and join him as they were 
ordered for committal. He was handcuffed like the rest, 
and delivered to the coiist&ble. The reader can imagine 
the smile of gladness that welcomed the captain’s timely 
appearance. The latter’s exhibition of feeling, and the 
simple exclamaflH^ of the child’s joy, formed a striking 
picture of that fondness which a loving child manifests 
when meeting its parents after a long absence. 

“ Take the irons off that child,” said the colonel to the 
constable. “ A man like you should not put such symbols 
of ignominy upon a youth like that.” 
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“ I would do anything to oblige you, colonel; but 1 
cannot without orders from the niayoi’,” returned the man 
very civilly, 

«ni see that you do, veiy quick,” rejoined the colonel 
imimtiently; and, taking the little fellow by the arm in a 
comiiassionate manner, led him back into the presence of 
the mayor, followed by the cai»tain. 

“ I want to know what you are committing this lad 
for,” said the colonel, setting his hat uiK)n the table, while 
his face flushed with indignation. 

“Vagrancy, and caught prowling about the streets 
with a negro at midnight. That is the charge, 
replied the mayor, with particular coiide.sccn.sion and 
suavity 

“Was there any jiroof adduced to substantiate that 

fact r 

“ None but the policeman’s ; you know we are bound 
to take that as pmnd fade'' 

“ Tlioii it was entirely ex parte. But you know the 
character of the.ie policemen, and the many aggravated 
circumstances that have arisen from their false testimony. 
I wish to cast no tllsrcspect, your honour j but really they 
^vill swear to au 3 rthing for a fee, while their unscrupulous 
bribery has become so glaring that it is a disgrace to our 
police system. Have J^ou heard the boy’s story 1" said the 
colonel. 

“ Well, he began to tell a crooked so full of ad¬ 

missions, and then made such a blubbering about it, that 
I jQOuldn’t make head or tail of it.” 

“Well, hei’e is the captain of his vessel, a friend of 
mine, whom I esteem a gentleman—^for all captains ought 
to be gentlemen, not excepting Georgia captains and 
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majoi’s,” 8aid th« colonel jocosely, turning round and 
introducing the cajituin to his honour. “Now, your 
honour, you will iu<lulge nuj hy listening to the little fel¬ 
low’s story, which will be corroborated in its material 
points by tlui statements of the captain, which, I tiiist, 
will be sufficient; if not, we shall recur to the jailer.’’ 

“It will be sufficient. I am onljr sorry there has been 
so much trouble about it,” said the mayor. 

The boy now comiucnce<l to tell his story, which the 
mavor listemid to with all learned attention. No sooner 
had Tommy finished, and the ca])taiu arose to confirm his 


statements, than the mayor <leclared himself satisfied, 
apologised I’or the trouble it had caused, and discharged 
the boy upon paying the costs, the amount of which the, 
colonel t<^t>k from liis pocket and threw upon the table. 
Thus was Tommy’s joy oomjdete ; imt so the poor negro 
wlH)se ill-luck he shared. This bigh-soundiug mayor’s 


coui-t was like C/a\sar’s court, with the exee})tions in Ofesar’s 


favour. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

EMEUT£ AMONG THE STEWARDS. 

Several days had jmssed ere wc again introduce the 
I’eader to the cell of the imprisoned stewards. The ca 2 )tain 
of the Janson had been assured by Mr. Grimshaw that 
everything was comfortable at the jail, and Manuel would 
be well cared for. Confiding in this, the activity of. 
the consul to bring the matter before the proper authori¬ 
ties, and the manner in which his own time was engrossed 
with his business, left him no o^iportunity to visit Manuel 
at the jail. Tommy and one of the sailors had carried 
him his hammock, and a few things &om the ship’s stores ; 
and, with this exception, they had but little to eat for 
several days. Copeland had but a few days moi’e to 
remain, and, together with tiose who were with him, had 
exhausted their means in 2 )roviding from day to day. 
during their imprisonment. The poor woman who did 
their washing, a generous-healted mulatto, had brought 
them many things, for which she asked no compensation. 
Her name was t/arte Bee ; and when the rules of the jail 
made, every man his own frequently 

washed for those who had nothing to }>ay her. But her 
means were small, and she worked hard for a small 
pittance, and had nothing to bring them for several days. 
They were forced to take the allowance of bread, but 
could not master resolution to eat the sickly meat. On 
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the nioriung of the ^9th they were agaiu forced to the 
ha.r<l alternative of making their breakfast u|x>n bread 
and water; but, during the forenoon mustered together 
the Slim of twenty-three cents—^their all—and with it 
procured some smoked herrings and crackers, which 
served them for a mesil. Night came, and they were 
again re<luced to the pitiful .change of bread, and water, 
the fonnor, whicli becomes sour so quick iit that climate, 
was unlit for human stomach. 

Those who had siiflfered from it before took it as a 
natural consequence, looking to the time of yieir release, 
if it was to bring a happy change in their lives. But 
Manuel felt that it was an unprecedented outrage upon 
his feelings, and was determined to I'emonstrate against 
it. He knocked loudly at the door; and some of the 
prisoners, healing it, reported to the jailer, who sent Daley 
to answer it. As soon as the door was ojjened, he rushed 
past, and succeeded in gaining the iron door that opened 
into the vestibule, where he could convei’se Avith the 
jailer, tlnwigh the grating, before Daley could stop him. 

The jailer, seeing him at the grating, antici[>ated his 
complaint. “ Well, Pereira, what’s the matter up-stairs V* 
said he. 

For God’s sake, jailer, what am I put ia here for—^to 
starve'? We cannot cat the meat you send us, and we 
have had littl e, els e than bread and water for three days. 
Do give us soiT^Rimg to eat, and charge it to consul, or 
captajln, an’ I’ll jiay it from my wages when I get out, if 
I ever do,” said he. 

“ My dear fellow!” said the jailer, “ no one knows your 
i-ase better than I do; but I am jK»or, and the restrictions 
Avhich I am under allow me no privilege?. You had all 

s 
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bettor take your meat in tlie morning, if you won’t take 
jjoup, and try to cook it, or get Jane to do it for you. I 
will gi^ e you some coffee and bread from niy own table 
to-night, and you better say as little about it as possiT)le: 
for if Griiiishaw hears it, he may lock you ui>.” 

“ Do ; I shall be very thankful, for w'c are i-eally suffer¬ 
ing from hunger in our ceil, and 1 pay you when I get 
money from cai>taiji,” said Manuel, manifesting his thank¬ 
fulness at the jailer’s kindness. 

“ I will send it up in a few’ minutes ■ but you needn’t 
trouble yourself about ])ay, I w ouldn’t acct*]>t it!” said 
the jailer; and, as good as his word, he sent them up a 
nice bowd of cofftje for each, and some bread, butter, and 
cheese. They partook of the humble fare, with many 
thank*^ to the donor. Having desjiatched it, they seated 
themselves ujjon the floor, around the faint glimmer of a 


till lamj>, while Cojielaiid read the twentieth and twenty- 
fii’st chaptei's of the Acts of the A])OHtles. Cofieland was 
a pious negro, and his behaviour during his imjirisonment 
enlisted the respect of eveiyone in jail. Singular as the 
taste may seem, he had his comer in the cell decorated 
with little framed prints. Among them we noticed one 
of the cmeifixion, and another of the Madonna. 

After reading the chajjters, they retired to their hard 
beds. About nine o’clock the next morning, Daley came 


to the door with a piece of neck meat, so tainted and bloody 
that its smell and looks more than satiated the stomach. 


** Here it is, boys,” said he, “ yer four poimd; but ye’s 
better take soup, cos ye’ll niver cook that bonb, anyhow.” 

" Do you think w’e’re like dogs, to eat fnich dlth as that ? 
Ho! I’d rather starve!” said Manuel. 


"Indeed, an* ye’ll lam to ate anything whin ye’d be 
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here a month. But, bedad, if yc don’t watch number one 
about here, yc’s won’t get much anyhow,” re£)lied Daley, 
dropping the bloody neck upon the floor, and walking 
out. 

‘‘ Better take it,” said Copeland. “ There’s no choice, 
and hunger don’t stand f(H‘ dainties, especially in this jail, 
wh(U‘e everybody is famished for punishment. If we 
don’t ent it, we can give it to some of the poor prisoners 
np-stai)-s.” 

“ While T have good ship-owners, and a gootl captain, 
I never will eat such stnfl' as that ; oh, no !” returned 
Ma niiel. 

The meat was laid in a comer far the benefit of the flies ; 
and when dinner-time arrived, the same hard extmne 
ari'i^ ed with it—bread and water. And nobody seemed 
to have any anxieties on their behalf; for two of them 
had writteji notes to ^heir ca]>tains, on the day previous, 
but they remained in the office ft>r want of a messenger 
to carry them. Foi*timately, Jane called u])on them in 
the afternoon, and brought a nice dish of rice and another 
of hominy. 

Their feelings had been worked upon frotn time to time; 
their necessities reduced to the last stage, and insult added 
to injuiy; and yet they had borne it against the embit¬ 
tered consciousness of the wroftg. What more could 
excite a state of feeling most injurious to the character 
and intei’ests/^M^a i)eople ? And yet here we have them 
asking to be protected against harmless men. 

We will here insert a letter we received firom a very 
worthy friend, who, though he had done much for the 
Charleston people, and been repaid in persecutions, was 
thrown into jail for a paltry debt by a ruthless creditor. 
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Cleared by a jury of twelve men, he was held in confine¬ 
ment through the wretched imperfection of South Cai*olina 
law, to await nearly twelve months for the sitting of the 
“ A])peal Court,” more to appease the vindictiveness of his 
enemies than to satisfy justice, for it was well undei*stood 
that* he did not owe the debt. His letter speaks for itself. 

CJuirleslmi March 31, ’52. 

My dear Friend, —I could not account for your 
absence during the last few days, until this mornii^, 

when Mr. F-called upon me for a few moments, and 

from him I learnt that you had been quite unwell. If 
you are about to-morrow, do call upon me ; for a moi'e 
dreary place, or one Avhere less regard is paid to the calls 
of humanity^ cannot be found among the nations of the 
earth. 

Such is the ordinaiy condition of suffering within this 
establishment, that men, and even women, are forced to 
all kinds of extremes to sustain life ; and, to speak what 
exjierience has taught me, crime is more increased than 
reduced by this wretched system. There seems to be 
little distinction among the prisoners, and no means to 
observe it, except in what is called Mmmt Hascal, on the 
third storey. Pilfering is s6 common that you cannot 
leave your room without locking your door. The jailer 
is a good, kind-hearted old man, very often giving from 
his own table to relieve the wants oftHKjbtors, many of 
whom repay him with ingratitude; but his duties are 
niiB^ouH; end his pay so small, that it is impossible 
^ for him to fill them all, though he has the requisite 
qualities ff)r a much higher office. It has been the 
highest object of my life to see the world and the things 
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in it; and, much as I have travelled, I can truly say, 
I have seen and felt things in South Carolina that I 
didn’t think human nature capable of inflicting upon its 
kind. I have suffered many privations from shipwreck 
and cold, but never until I came to South Carolina W'as 
I compelled to endure imprisonment, and subsist several 
days upon bread and water. 

Talk about chivalry and hospitality ! How many men 
coidd join with me and ask, “ Where is it ?” But why 
should I demur when I see those abroad who have been 
driven from this State to seek bread ; when I hear the 
many voices without tell of struggling to live for want of 
system in mechanical employment,; and ■when I look 
uixui sevoml within these sombre walls irho are even 
worse than me I Here is a physician, with a wife and 
large family, committed for a debt wliich he is unable to 
pay. His father’s name staiuls among the foremost of the 
State—a general of distinction, who ofiered his life for 
her in time of war, and whoso name honours her triumphs, 
and has since graced the councils of state.^ The father’s 
enthusiasm for his country’s cause led him to sacrifice his 
all, and by it he entailed misfortune upon his descendants. 
When I consider the case^of Shannon, whoso eleven years 
and seven months’ imprisonment for debt, as it was called, 
but which eventually proved to be a question turning 
upon technici|^^s of law, gave him, body and soul, to 
the vindictiveness of a i)ei’secutor, whose unrelenting 
malignity was kei)t up during that long space of time. 
It was merely a breach of limitation between merchants, 

* Gonvral Hammond, wlioBO name occupies such a conspicuous place in 
the milirnry history of South Carolina. 
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the rights of which should be governed by commercial 
custom. Shannon had iimassed about twenty thousand 
dollars by hard industry ; his health was waning, and he 
resolved to retire with it to his native county. The gem 
proved too glaring for the lynx eye of a “ true Cai'olinian,’^ 
Avho persuaded him to invest his money in cotton. Moved 
by flattering inducements, he authorised a factor to purchase 
for him upon ccHain restrictions, which, unfortimately 
for himself, were not drawn up with regard to legal 
enforcement—one of those singular instruments between 
a merchant and an iiiexpcTienced man which a professional 
quibbler can tahe advantage of. Cotton was at the tip¬ 
tops and very .soon Shannon was presented with an account 
of purchase ^d draft so far beyond his limits that he 
demurred, and i-ejccted the ])urclifLse entirely ; but some 
plot should be laid to entrap him. The factor undertook 
the force game, notified him that the cotton was held 
subject to his order, and protested the di’aft for the appear¬ 
ance of straightfor\vardnes.s. Cotton .shortly fell to the 
other extreme, the lot was “ shoved up'’ for sale on 
Shannon’s account; Shannon was sued for the balance, 
held to bail, and in default committed to prison. His 
confinement and endurance of it would foim a strange 
chapter in the history of imprisonment for debt. CaiTy- 
ing his money with him, he closed the door of his cell, 
and neither went out nor would allow anyone hut the 
priest to enter for more than thi*ee yeai^pfind fm* eleven 
years and seven months he paced the room upon a 
diagofiR^ line &om comer to comer, until he wore the 
.first fioorag, of two-and-a-quarter-inch j‘iiie, entirely 
through. 

I might go on and tell of many others, whose i>overty 
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was well kuowii, and yet suffered years of imprisonment 
for debt; b\it I find 1 have digressed. 

I must relate an amusing affair which took place this 
moniing between Manuel Pereira, the steward of the 
English brig Jamon, which put into this port in <li.stress, 
and the jaih3r. Ho is the man about whom so much 
talk and little feeling has iKioii enlisted—a fine, well- 
made, generous-hearted Portuguese. He is of olive-com- 
]>lcxion—^as light as many of the Carolinians—Jiiore 
intelligent and obliging, and evidently unaccustomed to 
such treatment as he receives here. He has taken quite 
a liking to ino; and it seems a consolation to him to 
relate the cruel treatment which he received at the hands 
of two notorious officers who brought him to the jail. 
Their tricks would be nothing new to one your know¬ 
ledge of things in Charleston, and would be uniutei*esting 
for me to i*elatc. He will bog ijormission to come into 
my room, and seems to be quite alarmed about his fate. 
Knowing that, with Consul Mathew as a guardian, he is 
in good hands, and as he seems to take my opinions tor 
granted, I advise him accordingly. I have i-eceived 
several little attentions from him in the way of attending 
upon me, when he is allowed to come down into the yard. 
He came to juy room about an hour ago, to get me to 
send a note to his captain, entering a bitter complaint 
about his provender*; hut the most funny part was a 
scene which ISifcspired. 

thing. There is no jail-committee. It is said there are 
two or three commissioners; but as their duties only per¬ 
tain to the reirairs of the building, a person who has been 
imprisoned more than three years for debt tells me tl^at 
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he never ha^s seen one of them within the walls. The 
State allows thirty cents ijev day a head for white folks, 
and eighteen for niggers. But it is the sheriff*s, and 
they get what the sheriff thinks is right; the whites 
have a suffering endurance, and how the niggers live 
is a mystery the ^jhiloso^jliy of which is best known to 
themselves. 

Manuel appeared before the jailer’s office thif> morning 
with two junks of disgusting-looking meat, the neck- 
bones, tainted and bloody, in each hand. Hi i Poriuguese 
ire was up. ‘’Mister Poulnot, what you call dis? In 
i^outh' Carolina you feed man on him, eh # In iny 
country, ah, yes 1 we feed him to dog. What ytm call 
him 1 Maybe somethin’ what me no know him. In 
South Carolina, j)ri.son sailor when ho shijjwreck, .star\’c 
him on nosin’, don tell him eat this, eh ? I sails round 
ze world, but never savage man gives me like zat to eat! 
No, I starve Tore I eat him, be gar ! Zav, you take 
him,” said he, throwing the jneces of moat uj)OJi the 
floor in disdain. 

‘‘Meat ! Yes, it’s what’s sent licro for us. You 
mustn’t grumble at me; enter your com])lalnts to the 
sheriff, when he com^,” said the jailer, w’ith an ex- 
jiresaion of mortification on his countenance. 

“Meat, eh? You call dat meat in South Carolina? 
I call him bull-neck, not fit for dog in my country. I 
see, when captain coiiie, vat he do,” saiM^Ianuel, turn¬ 
ing about and going to his room in a great excite- 
msKt. 

*i^^You*il better be careful how you talk, or you may 
get: locked up when tbe sheriff comes.” 

It seems that the captain had received a note from 
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hiin, addresaod by ono of the white prisoners on the 
rsame floor, and reached the jail Just as Maimel had 
ascended the stairs. He rang the bell and requested to 
see Manuel. 

Manuel Pereira ?” inquired the jailer. 

Yes,” said the caj)taiu; “ he is niy steward.’ He 
heard the ca])tuin’s voice, and immediately returned to 
the lobby. The tears ran down his cheeks as soon as he 
saw his old jwoteetor. Well, Manuel, 1 ahi glad to 
see you, but soiry tliat it is in imiuisonmeiit. Tell me 
what is the matter. Don’t they use you well here? 
iiKluircd the ca])tain. 

Stepping witliiJi the oflice-dooi*, he caught up the 
]»ieceH of meat, and, bringing them out in his hands, 
held them up. There, capitan, that no fit for man, is 
it?” said he. ‘'Law scud me prison, but law no give 
not’ing to eat. What I do dat j)Cople treat me so ? Ah, 
capital!, bull-neck, by gar ! yes—bull btirn in South 
Carolina, w*id two neck. Jls sovd reduits ^ leustreinitej 
sai<l he, concluding with broken French. 

That cannot be; it’s against the law to kill bulls in 
South Carolina,” interrujited the jailer jocosely. 

"Must be. I swear.he bull-neck, ’cas he cum evciy 
day just like him. Hull born wid one neck no cum so 
many. What I get for breakfast, ca^ntan, eh ?—^jiiece 
bad bread. What I get for dinner, eh ?—bull-neck. Yes, 
what I get for'^^ijicr, too ?—apiece bread and bucket o 
water. Maybe he bad, maybe ho good, just .so he come. 
You think I live on dat, capitan 1” said he, in rcjily to 
the captain’s questions. ^ 

The captain felt incensed at such ti*eatment, and 
e.Kcused himself for not calling before; yet he could nqjb 
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suppress a smile that stole upon his countenance in con¬ 
sequence of Manuel’s (juaint earnestness. 

“ That is certainly strange fare for a human being; but 
the siipjjor seems ratlier a comical one. Did you drink 
the bucket of water, Manuel #” iiKpiired the captain, 
retaining a sober tace. 

“ Oa]dtan, you know me too Avell for dat. 1 not ask 
’em nosin’ what lie no get, but I want my coftee for 
suppe’.^ 1 no cat him like zat,” throwing the puti*id meat 
upon the floor again. 

“ Hi, hi! that won’t do in this jail. You’re dirtying 
up all my floor,” said the jailer, calling a negro boy, and 
ordering him to carry the bull-necks, as Manuel called 
them, into the kitchen. 

“ You call ym dirt, eh, Miser Jailer # Capitan, just 
come my room ; T shown him !” said Manuel, leading the 
way ujistairs, and the captain followed. A sight at the 
cell was enough, while the sickly stench forbade liiin to 
enter beyond the threshold. He promised Manuel that 
he would jirovide for him in future, and, turning about 
suddenly, retreated into the lower lobby. 

“Jailer, what does all this mean 1 Do you allow men 
to starve in a land of plenty, and to suffer in a cell like 
that ■?” asked the cajitain in a jferemptory tone. 

“I feel for the moil, l)ut you must enter youi* com¬ 
plaints to the sheriff’—the ration of the jail is entirely 
in his hands.” 

“ But have you no voice in it, by which you can alle¬ 
viate their situation T 

•%#Not the least. My duty is to keep everything to 
as far as people are committed. You will find the 
sheriff in his office any time between this and fwo 



MANUEL PERElliA. 267 

o’clock,” said the jailer. And the captain left as suddenly 
as he came. 

You will think J have written you an essay instead 
of a letter inviting you to coine and st;e me. Accept it 
for its intention, and excuse the circumstances. 

Your obedient servant, 
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THE captain’s INTERVIEAV WITH MU. GKTM3HAW. 

The appearance of thiugt} at the jail was forlorn in the 
extreme. The captain knew the integrity of Manuel, and 
not only believed his statement, but saw the positive 
proofs to confirm them. He rejmirel to the sheriff’s 
ofiice, and, inquiring for that functionary, was pointed to 
Mr. Griinshaw, who sat in his large chair, with his feet 
upon the table, imlfing the fumes of a very fine-flavoured 
Havana, as unconcerned as if he was lord in sovereignty 
over everything about the city. am captain of the 
Jamon, and have called to inquire about steward," 
said tlie captain. 

“ Ah, yes! you have a nigger feUow in jail. Oh, by- 
the-bye, that’s the one there was so much fuss about, isn’t 
it 1” said Mr. Grimshaw, looking u]). 

It is an imperative duty on' me to seek the comfort 
of my officers and crew,” said the captaim I received 
a mote from my stcwai^ this morning; here it is (hand¬ 
ing him the note), you can read it. He requested me to 
call upon him at the jail, where I lost ilM^me in going, 
and found what he stated there to be too true. How is 
it 1 ,Thom the great liberality of tone which everywhere 
ears when I first arrived, 1 was led to believe 
tkf^ he would be made comfortable; and that the mere 
confinement was the only feature of the law that was a 
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grievance. Now I lind that to be the only tolerable pai*t 
of it. When a man has committed no crime, and ia 
imprisoned to satisfy a caprice of public feeling, it should 
be accompanied with the most favom*ing attendants. To 
couple it with the most disgraceful abuses, as are shown 
her('., makes it exceedingly repugnant. If wo pay for 
confining these men, and for their living while they are 
confined, in God’s name let us get what we pay for! 
You must not judge tliese men by the habitual tenor of 
your own locality. We have feelings which have been 
nurtured with u.s, and are as acute as our own • they 
retain a sense of wrong, and feel disappointments with 
equal moitificatioii. Whatever law you make to govern 
tlie complexion, you cannot make one to govern the feel¬ 
ings ; they are the weapons of man’s unlimited will.” 

The reader will observe that Mr. Grimshaw was a man 
of coarse manners and vulgar mind, with all their traces 
preserved on the outer man. He looked up at Vfie cap¬ 
tain with a presumptuous frown, and then said, “Whj, 
Mr. Captain, how you talk! But that kind o’ talk won’t 
tlo here in South Carolina. That nigger o* youm gives 
ns a mighty site of trouble, captain. He dbesn’t seem to 
understand that he must be contented in jail, and Uve as 
the other prisoners do. He gets what the law requires; 
and if he gives us any further troAble, we shall lock him 
up in the third storey.” 

You cani^f^ expect him to be contented, when you 
fumish the means of discontent. But I did not come 
hero to aigue with you, nor to ask anything as a favour, 
but as a right. My steward has been left to suffer. 
Am I to pay for what he does not get 1 or am I to pay 
you lor the pretence, and still be compelled to supply 
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him Oil account of tlie owners ? Y ou must excuse my 
feelings, for I have hacl enough to provoke them !” re¬ 
turned tlie captain. 

That business is entirely my own! He gets what 
the State allows, and I provide. Your steward never 
wrote that note; it was dictated by some of them miser¬ 
able white prisoners. I can heai' no complaints upon 
such cases as them. If I were to listen to all these 
nonsensical complaints, it would waste all my time. I 
wish the devil had all the nigger stewaids and their 
complaints; the jail’s in a fuss with them all the time. 

T can hear nothing fuither, sir—nothing further!” said 
Grimshaw emphatically, intermptiiig the ca})tain as he 
attempted to speiik; at which the captain became so 
deeply incensed that he rtilieved his feelings in that sort | 
of plain English which a Scotchman can best bestow in 
tellius: a man what ho thinks of his character. 

Yotl must remember, sir, you are in the office of the 
sheriff of the county—fiarish, T mean—and I am, sir, 
entitled to proper respect. Begone!—avaunt! You have 
no right to come here and traduce my character in that 
way. You mustn’t take me for a parish beadle,” said 
Grimshaw, contorting the unmeaning features of his j| 
visage, and letting fly a stre&m of tobacco-juice in his 
excitement that well-nigh gave the negro a job at the 
captain’s boots. 

. The exuberance of his own charact^l'^ud official im¬ 
portance was so pictured in Mr. Grimshaw’s comitenance, 
that he vettonded ns of a general on the plains of Mantua 
proclaisiiiiig himself power-keeper of the Eternal City. 

“ If you have no laws to give me justice, you have my 
opinion of your wrongs,” returned the captain, and, taking 
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his hat, left the office with the intention of returning to 
the jail. On I’eflection, he concluded to call upon 

Colonel S- , which he did, and, finding him in hia office, 

stated the circumstances to him. 

“These things are the fruits of imbecility; but I am 
sorry to say there is no relief from them. We are a 
curious people, and do a great many curious things 
according to law, and leave a great many things undone 
that the law and lawmakei’s ought to do. ’Tis believed 
by many, and I think the belief a correct one, that there 
is more in the abstract of the law than the enforcement, 
except when it pays well, and then its enforcement is 
unlimited. The power which that officer holds is an old 
one, unrestricted, and handed dt)wii to us with all its 
imi^rfections. It’s something like the imprisonment of 
your man; there is nothing by which we can reach it 
under the existing Acts, or modify its circumstances. 
But I will go ^vith you to the jail, and whatever my 
influence will effect is at your service,” sa|d the colonel, 
putting on his hat, and accompanying the captain to the 
jail. 

Mr. Grimshaw had forestalled them, and after having 
given the jailer particular instructions to lock Manuel up 
if he made any further complaint, and to carry out his 
orders upon the peril of his situation, met them a few 
steps from the outer gate, on his I’etum. “ There, 
captain!” saidGrimsbaw, making a sort of halt, “ I have 
given the jailer particular orders in regard to your 
grumbling nigger!” 

Neither the captain nor Colonel S-took any notice 

of his remarks, and passed on into the jail. Colonel 
S- interceded for the man, explaining the circum- 
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had i^n^b^imately brought him there, aud 
the jailer’s'^iGftd.ebilsideratibu iii his behalf. The 
.Jailer told theoi otders.had been, but promised 

to do as ikr as wcaa in'hi^ pdwec, and to s^ anything that 
was sent to him Bafi*ly deliv^^ed. 

We give tlie^ things, yrhich may api>ear t(‘dious to the 
I’eader, to show the powerof caprice, and how sublimely it 
is carried out in 'South CaVolina, where everything is told 
you about tht‘ law and its prerogative, justice and its 
attendants, honour and ij^s eunohling qualiti^, refineinont 
and its effeots on society, and the comjdex ingredients of 
ancestry, heraldry, and chivaJiy ; and yet they show by 
their acts that they violate every principle of these things, 
aud the cause (jf these violatious is traced to skvery. 

After leaving the jail, Colonel S-proposed a walk ; 

and they proceeded along a street running at right 
angles with tin' jail, until they came to a corner where* 
a large brick building was in process of erection. The 
location was not in what might strictly be called “ the 
heart of the city,” nor was it in the suburbs. Ca^l^ellters 
aud masons, both block and white, were busily emidoyetl 
in their avocatioiLs, and from the distance all seemed iair 
and moving with despatch. As they approached neai'er, 
cries and moans sounded upon the air and rose high 
above the clatter of the artisan's work. The capt-ain 
quickened his pact*, but the colonel, asif from a con¬ 
sciousness of the effect, halted, and would fain have 
zetroced his steps. Come!” said the captain, let us 
chasten—^they are killing somebody I” They approached 
the building, anti entered by an open door in the 
basement. The jmssage, or entry-way, was filled with all 
sorts of building-materials j and on the Icfb, another 
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door opened into a long'baHon^t. 'yritli loose 

boards laid upon tl^fl9o^joi9ts^'.i9y^1k(iiaji>v. Heo^e, |n thii^ 
dark apartment, wib..the'flM^ti^>; 0 bj^ot'''^hos^ 
had atti-acted their’ attentioih.'. billet of wood, 

about six feet long and throe fbot /^^oare, ^irhich had the 
appearance of being used fora ehopping-block, la^ near. 
A poor negro man, apj)aront^y^ advanoed in yearsj was 
stripped naked ^id bent over the block in the sha]>e of 
a horse-shoe, ^ith his hands and feet closely pinioned 
to stakes dKven in the gi'pund on each side. His feet 
were kept close together, and close up to the log, while 
he was drawn over tight by the hands, which were 
spread o[ien. Thus, with a rojie around his neck, .tied 
in a knot at the throat, with each end earned to the 
pinion where his hands wore secured, his head aiiS neck 
were drawn down to the tightest })omt. The very 
position was enough to have killed an ordinary human 
being in less than six hours. His master, a large, 
robust man, with a strong Irish brogufe, started at 
their appearance, as if §ilarmed at the jireseuce of 
intiTiders, while holding his hand in thb attitude of 
administering another blow. There! 'you infernal 
nigger ! Steal again, will you V said he^ frothing at 
the mouth with rage — with his coat off, his shirt¬ 
sleeves rolled up, and his face, hands, arms and shirt- 
bosom so beggattered with blood, that a thrill of 
horror ran through the captain. On the ground lay 
several pieces of hoop, broken and covei'ed "with blood, 
while he held in his hand another piece (which he had 
tom from a lime-cask), reeking with blood, presenting 
the picture of a murderer bestained with the blood of 
his 'victim. But the jKwr sufferer’s punishment had 
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wasted his sti'eugth; his moans had become so faint as 
to T)e scarcely perceptible. His posteriors were so cut 
and mangled that we could com]>are them to nothing 
but a piece of bullock’s liver, with its tenacity tom by 
craven dogs. His body was in a profuse perspiration, 
the sweat running from his neck and shoulders, while 
the blood streamed from his bruises, down his legs, and 
upon some shavings on the ground. Just at this moment 
a boy brought a pail of water, and set it down close by 
the tyrant’s feet. “ Go away, boy 1” said' he, and the 
boy left as quick as possible. The captain stood dis¬ 
mayed at the bloody picture. 

Unmerciful man 1” said the colonel in a peremptory 
tone, “what have you been doing here? You fiend of 
hell, let the man up ! You own slaves to bring dis¬ 
grace upon us in this manner ! Epithets of contempt 
and disgust are too good for you. It is such beasts as 
you who are creating a })opular hatred against us, and 
souring the feelings of our countiymen. Let the man 
up instantly; the very ^w^ition you have him in is 
enough to kill him, and, if I’m not mistaken, you’ve 
killed him already.” 

“ Indeed, he’s me own property, and it’s yerself won’t 
lose a ha’jjenny if he’s kilt. An’ I’ll warrant ye he’s 
cur’t of stalin’ better than the man beyant at the 
wurk’o’se would be doin’ it. Bad luck to the nager! an’ 
it’s the second time he’d be doin’ that same thing,” said 
he, as unconcernedly as if he had just been killing a calf. 

“I’ll 'ytonr own’ you, you miserable wretch! Your 
abuse and cruel treatment of your slaves is becoming 
a public thing 3 and if you a’n’t very careful, some¬ 
thing will be done about it before council. If they 
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arc your own, you muat not treat them worse than 
dogs; they have feeling, if you have no compassion. 
Be quick! release him at once!’' demanded the colonel, 
feeling the man’s wrist and head. 

The tyrant went deliberately to work, unloosing the 
cords. This provoked the colonel still more; and, taking 
his knife from his |jocket, he severed the cords that bound 
his hands and feet, while as suddenly the captain sprang 
with his knife and severed those that bound his hands 
and neck. 

Stop, captain, stop ! Take no i)art!” said the colonel, 
with a significant look. 

“Gintlemen, I wish yes wouldn’t interfere with my 
own business,” said the master. 

“ Take him up, you villanous wretch ! I speak to you 
as you deserve, without restraint or respect,” again the 
colonel re])eatod. 

He called to the boy who was bringing tlie pail of 
water when they entei'ed. came forward, and, taking 
the poor fellow by the shoulders, this beast in human 
form cried out, “ Get up now, ye miserable thief, ye!” 
The {)oor fellow made a stmggle, but as the black man 
raised his head, which seemed to hang as a dead weight, 
exhaustion had left him*without strength, and he fell 
back among the bloody shavings like a mutilated mass of 
lifeless flesh. 

“ None of ^bur humbugging—yej* worth a dozen dead 
niggers, anyhow,” said he, taking up the pail of water and 
throwing nearly half of it over him, then passing the 
bucket to the black man, and ordering him to get more 
water and wash him down; then to get some saltpetre 
and a sponge to sop his flesh. ^ 
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“Well,” said the colonel, “ I have seen a good deal of 
craelty to slaves, but this is the most beastly I have ever 
beheld. If you don’t send for a doctor at once, I shall 
report you. That man will die, to a moral certainty. 
Now, you may depend upon what I say—if that man 
dies you’ll feel the consequences, and I shall watch you 
closely.” 

“ Sure, I always takes care of me own niggers, an’ it’s 
himself that won’t be asked to do a stroke of work for a 
week, but have the same to git well in,” said the tyrant, 
as the colonel and captain were leaving. 

“ God be merciful to us, and spare us from the savages 
of mankind! That scene, with its bloody accompani¬ 
ment, will haunt me thnmgh life. Do yoiu* laws allow 
3 uch things ?” said the captain, evidently excited. 

“To tell the truth, captain,” said the colonel, “our 
laws do not reach them. These men own a few negroes, 
which, being pro]»erty, they exercise absolute control 
over ; a negro’s testimony being invalid, gives them an 
nnlimitcd power to abuse and inflict punishment; while, 
if a white man attempts to repoi*t such things, the cry of 
* abolitionist^ is raised against him, and so many stand 
ready to second the cry, that he must have a peculiar 
position if he does not i)rejudPice his own interests and 
safety. I am sorry it is so, but it is too true ; and, while 
it stigmatises the system, it works against ourselves. The 
evil is in the defects of the system ; but file remedy is a 
problem with diverse and intricate workings which, I 
own, aije beyond my comprehension- to solve. The reason 
why I spoke to you as I did, when you cut the pinions 
from the man’s hands, was to give you a word of pre¬ 
caution. ^hat is a bad man. Negroes would rather 
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soM to a sugar-plantation in Louisiana any time than be 
sold to him. He soon works them down ; in two yeai*s, 
fine healthy fellows become lame, infirm, and sickly iindei* 
him ; he never gives them a holiday, and seldom a Sunday, 
and half-starves them at that. If his feelings had been 
in a peculiar mood at the instant yon cut that coixl, and 
he had not laboured under the fear of my presence, he 
would have raised a gang of his staiuj), and, with the 
oircumstancG of your being a stmnger, the only alternative 
for ymir safety would have been in your leaving the city.” 

“ That vagabond has beaten the j)oor creature so that 
he will die; it can’t bo otherwise,” said the captain. 

“ Well, no ; I think not, if he is well taken care of for 
a week or so ; but it’s a chance if that brute gives him a 
week to get well. When proud flesh seta in, it is very 
tedious ; that is the. reason, so far as the law is concenied, 
that the lash was abolish(*d and the paddle substituted— 
the former mangled in the inaunoi* you .saw just now, 
while the lattci* is mort' acute and bruises less. I have 
seen a nigger taken from ^the paddle-frara® apparently 
motionless and lifeless, very little bruised, and not much 
blood drawT \; but he would come to and go to work in 
three or four days,” said the colonel, as they jiasscd along 
together. 

Wo would print the name of this brute in human form, 
that the world might r(.‘ad it, wore it not for an amiable 
wife and interesting family, whose feelings we respect. 
We heard the cause of this cruel torture a short time 
after, which was simply that he had stolon a few pounds 
of nails, and this fomented the demon’s rage. In the 
manner we have described, this ferocious* creature had 
kept his victim for more.' than two hours, beating him 
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with the knotty hoops taken from lime-casks. His pfcgc 
would move at intervals, like gusts of wind during a gale. 
Thus, while his feelings raged highest, he would vent them 
upon the flesh of the poor pinioned wretch ; then he would 
stop, rest his arm, and pace the ground from wall to wall, 
and, as soon as his imssion stormed, commence again and 
strike the blows with all his power, at the same time 
keeping the black boy standing with a bucket of water 
in his hand, ready* to j^our upon the wretch whenever 
signs of fainting appeared. Several times, when the 
copious shower came over him, it filled his mouth, so that 
his cries resounded with a gurgling, death-like noise, that 
made every sensation chill to hear it. During this space 
of time he inflicted more than three hundred blows.* 

“ Captain, you must not judge the institution of slavcry 
by what you saw there; that is only one of those isolated 
cases so injurious in themselves, but for which the general 
character of the institution sliould not be held answer- 
able,” said the colonel. 

‘‘ A system so imperfiect should be revised, lest iimocent 
men be made to suffer its wrongs,” said the captain. 

They continued their walk through several very pretty 
parts of the city, where fine flowering gardens and well- 
trimmed hedges were nicely laid out; these, however, were 
not the habitations of *tho “ old/mniliea” They occupied 
parts of the city designated by massive-looking old 
mansions, exhibiting an antiqueness an^ mixed archi- 

*Oiir mfomstion ia from the man who did his master’s biddings 
poured the water—and dared not say, *^Good massa, spare poor Jacob.” 
Wo Tinted the place about a month afterward, on a pretext of teamining 
the l^dlement of the building, and saw the unmistakoable evidences of 
milised torture yet remaining in the ground and upon the shavings that 
were scattered around. 
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tecture, with dilapidated courtyards and weather-stained 
walls, showing how stedfast was the work of decay, 
brought on by an unconquerable lassitude of mind, and 
a jealousy undivided in its will to merge everything into 
one complex principle. That mighty struggle for influ¬ 
ence, and that tinselled vanity which vaunts everything 
called Southern chivalry as classic and polished, alluring 
the minds and warping the views of succeeding geiiemtioiis, 
leaves the footprints of its yellow age upon the things 
that jut ai^nind, ainl shows but too clearly that her 
people are swerved from the enterprise of conseiwativc 
government. Flvcrything is so bound in jealous pride 
of a dangerous institution, that no ascendant voice dare 
come forward, to speak beyond the measured confines of 
arbitrary custom, or bring to light some project to esta¬ 
blish enlarged principles, and give new life to those dreamy 
imaginations so i>rone to yield everything for a subsidence 
of slave veneration. 

The colonel jjointed out the many military advantages 
of the city wliich would be used against Uncle Sam if he 
meddled with South Carolina. He spoke of them ironi¬ 
cally, for he was not possessed of the secession mono¬ 
mania. He had been a personal friend of Mr. Calhoun, 
and knew his abstractiofis. He knew Mr. McDuffie; 
Hamilton (the transcendant of ^outh Carolina fame) ; 
Butler, of good component iMirts—eloquent, but moved 
by fancied ^’ongs; Ehctt, renounce!* of that vulgar 
name of Smith, who hated man because he siwke, yet 
would not fight because ho feared his God ; and betwixt 
them a host of worthies who made revenge a motto; 
and last, but not least, great Quattlebum, whose stren^h 
and spirit knows no bound, and brought the champion 
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Gorn.ma'ivder, with his enthusiastic devotion, to lead 
unfaltering forlorn hopes. But he knew there was 
deception in the political dealings of this circle of gi*eat 
names. 

Returning to the market, they took a social gla.ss at 
Baker’s, where the colonel took leave of the caj)tain ; 
and the latter, intending to rej>air to his ves.sel, followed 
the course of the market almost to its lowest exti'eme. 

4 

In one of the most public j)laces of the market the 
cai>taiu’s attention was attracted by a singular object of 
mechanism. It seemed so undefined in its application, 
that he was I’eminded of the old saying among sailors 
when they fall in with any indescribable thing at .sea, 
that it was a lidge-fiwlgc, to pry the sun up with in 
cloudy weatlicr.” It was a large j)edestal about .six feet 
high, with a sent of platform at the hase for persons to 
stand upon, supplied with two heavy rings about eight 
inches apart. It was surmounted by an apex, con¬ 
taining an iron shackle long enough for a sloop-of-war s 
best bower chain, and just beneath it was a nicely-turned 
moulding. About three feet from tho gi’oiind, and 
twelve inches from tho pede.stal, were two piece.s of 
timber one above the other, with a space of some ten 
inches betwt^n them, the uppei^ one sot alffout five inches 
nearest the pedestal, al>^ containing two rings, and both 
supported hy jwsts in the ground. Above tho whole 
was a framcAVork with two projecting tinflSers supplied 
with rings, and standing about fourteen ..inches in a 
diagonal dii'cction above tho ring in the apex of the 
shaR.. It was altogether a curious iustnimeiit, but it 
designated the civilisation of the age, upon the same 
princijde that a certain voyager who, on landing in a 
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distant country, discovered traces of civilisation in the 
decaying reniaiiis of an old gallows. 

He viewed the curious instrument for some time, and 
then turning to an old raggetl negro, whose head and 
beard were whitened with the flour of age, said, Well, 
old man, what do yon call that 

“ Why, inassa, him great t’ing dat—what big old 
iiiassa judge send bucki-a-man to get whip ; so colour foke 
laugh when ’e keto-h ’iin on do bacjc, ca’bim; an’ iiiassa 
wid de cock-up hat on ’e head put on big vij» jus’ so,” 
said the old negro. 

It was the whi})ping-])ost, whcie whit(^ men, for anudl 
thefts, were branded with igiiouiiny and shame. 

“Are you a slavf*, old man?” inquired the captain. 

The old man turned his head aside and pullcfl his 
ragged garments, as if sh nno had stung his feelings. 

“Do, good massa—old fciimoii know ye don’e belong 
here—^give him piece f)f biicca ! ’ replied the hoaiy- 
headed veteran, evidently intending to evade the question. 
The captain divided his lylmj with him, and gave him a 
quarter to get more, but not to buy w'hiskcy. ' “ Tank-c, 
massa, tank-e ; he gone wid ole Simon long time.” 

“ But you haven’t answered my question ; I asked you 
if you were a slave ?” * 

“ Ah ! mas’r, ye doii’e know him how he is, ha ! ha ! ha! 
I done gone now. Massa Pringle own ’im once, but ’im 
so old now, no£ody say, I own ’im ; an’ ole Simon a’n’t no 
massa what sayT his fo’ bacon. I don’t woff nofin, nohow, 
now, ’cos I ole. When Simon young—^gi-eat time ’go- 
den massa say Simon his j woff ’touzan’ dollars; den me 
do eve’ting fo’ massa just so. I prime nigga den, massa; 
now I woff nosin’, no corn and bacon, ’cejit what ’im git 
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from Suke-c. She free ; good inassa make her free,” 
said he. 

“ How old are you, old man ?” inquired the ca 2 »taiTi. 

“Ah, Mas’r Stranger, ye got ole Simon da! If me 
know dat, den ’ini know somefin’ long time ago. what 
huckra-man don’ larn. I con'try-horn nigger, inaK’r, but 
I know yonder Massa Pringle house fo’ he Iniilt ’ini.” 
Just at this moment several pieces of cannon and other 
ordnance were being drawn jiast on long, low-wliceled 
drays. “Ah, massa, ye don’c know what \)m bo!” said 
the old negro, pointing to them. “ Bern Wa’ Massa South 
Ca’lina gwan to whip de ’Nitcd States wid.* Massa 
Goberria* owlor ’em last year, an’ ’c jus come. Good nuissa. 
gwan’ to fight fo’ we wid ’em?” The poor old man seemed 
to take a great interest in the pieces of ordnance as they 
passed along, and to have inherited all the pompons ideas 
of his master. The iiegi’oes about Charleston have a 
natural inclination for militaiy tactics, and hundreds of 
ragge<l urchins, as well as old daddies and mammies, may 
be seen following the fife and drum on parade-days. 

“ Then I suppose you’ve a home any wliore, and a master 
nowhere, old man I” said the caijtain, shaking him by the 
hand, as one who had worn out his slavery to be disowned 

in the winter of life. * ^ 

« 

* Soudi Carolina voted a large sum of money for ordnance and other 
munitions of wai*, in 1850, for the purpose of resuting the Federal 
Government. She also voted a large appropriation %r building two 
large steam-ships, to be converted into ships of war in case of emergency; 
but sho voted it with certain restrictions which annulled the appropria¬ 
tion. Pieces of the ordnance wore being drawn past, and thus the negro’s 
irenuudes. Arsenals, built by her to'manufacture weapons to war upon the 
Federal Government, are now manufacturing weapons for tlie Federal 
Government; while the only war steamer that was built has been offered 
for sale in several of the ports of Great Britain and America without 
nding a purchaser. 
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CHAPTER XXiri. 

(COPELAND’S RELEASE, AND MANUEl’s CLOSE CONFINEMENT. 

The captain of the Jmisovi^ finding that no dependence 
was to bo plaioed upon the statements of the officials, after 
retiuTiiiig to liis vessel, gave orders that Tommy should 
be sent to the jail eveiy day with provisions for IMaimcl. 
The task was a desirable one for Tommy, and every day 
about ten o’clock he might be seen trudging to the jail 
with a haversack under his arm. There were five stewards 
confined in the cell, and for .some days ju’evious to this 
attention on the part of the captain they had been reduced 
to the last stagt; of necessity. The quantity may be con¬ 
sidered as meagre, when divided among so many, but 
added to the little things brought in by Jane, and presents 
from several of the crew df the Jamon, they got along. 
Still it was a dependence upon chance and charity, which 
any casual circumstance might affect. For several days 
they made themselves as contented and happy as the cir¬ 
cumstances would admit ; and aliVays being anxious to 
enjoy the j)rivilege of their time in the yai'd, they would 
leave their dtill together, and mix with the prisonera of 
their own colour under the stoop. 

After a few days they found that their cell had been 
entered, and nearly all their provisions stolen. Not con¬ 
tented with this, the act was repeated for several days, 
and all the means they provided to detect the thief proved 
fiiiitless. The jailer made several researches through their 
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remonstrances, but without effecting anything. They kept 
their provisions in a little box, which they locked with a 
padlock ; but a.s Daley had the keys of the cell, they had 
no means of locking the door. At length Manuel set a 
trap tliat ])roved effectual. One morning Tommy came 
jmffing into the jail with a satchel over his back. “ J guess 
Manuel won’t feel downheai’ted when he sees this—do 
you think he will ?” said the little fellow, as he put the 
satchel upon the floor and looked up at the jailer. “ An’ 
I’ve got some cigars too, the captain sent, in''my pocket,” 
said he, nodding his head ; and, putting his hand into a 
side-pocket, piilled out r>nc and handed it to the jailer. 

Ah ! you are a good little fellow—worth a dozen of 
our boys. Sit down and rest youi’self,” said the jailer, 
and called a monstrous negro wench to bring a chair and 
take the satchel up to the cell. Then turning to the 
back-door, he calletl Manuel; and, as if conscious of 
Tommy’s arrival, the rest of the stewards followed. He 
H])rang from the chair as soon as he saw Manuel, and, 
running toward him, commenced telling him what he 
had got in the satchel, and at the same time pulled out 
a handful of cigars that the ca 2 )tain had sent for himself. 
Manuel led the way u]>-stairs, followed by Tommy and 
the train of stewards. Tommy*o])ened the satchel, while 
Manuel laid the contents, one by one, on the table which 
necessity had founrl in the head of a barrel. 

“ Now eat, my friends, eat just as much as you want, 
and th^n I’ll catch the thief that breaks my lock and 
steals my moat. I catch him !” said Manuel. After they 
had all done, he locked the balance up iu his box, and 
sent everybody down stairs into the yard, first covering 
himself with two mattresses, and giving orders to Cope¬ 
land to lock the door after him. Everything was ready 
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to move at the word. In this position he remained for 
nearly half aii lioiir. At length he heard a footste}> 
approach the dou»', and then the lock clink. The door 
opened slowly, and the veritable Mi'. Daley limjied in, 
and; taking a key from his pocket, unlocked the little 
box, and, tilling his tin pan, locked it, and was walking 
otf as independent as a wood-sawyer, making a slight 
whistle to a watch that wiis stationed at the end of the 
jmssiige. It’s you, is it T said Manuel, suddenly spring¬ 
ing up and giving him a blow on the side of the head 
tliat sent him and the contents of the pan into a pro¬ 
miscuous i3ile on the floor. Daley gathered himself up 
and made an attemjit to reach the door ; but Manuel, 
feanng what might be the consequence if the other 
pi'isoners came to his assistance, shut the door before 
him and fastened it on the iiisi<le. 

“ Bad luck to yer infernal eyes ! will ye strike a white 
man, ye iiager, ye! in a country like this same V' said 
Daley, as he was gathering himself up. This incensed 
Manuel’s feelings still more. To have iiijftilt added to 
injury, and a worthless drunkard and thief abuse him, 
was more than he could bear. He commenced accord¬ 
ing to a sailor’s rule of science, and gave Daley a 
systematic thrashing, which, although against the rules 
of the jail, was declared by several of the prisoners to 
be no more than he had long deserved. As may have 
been expectecT, Daley cried lustily for help, adding the 
very convenient item of murder, to make his case more 
alarming. Several persons had crowded around the 
door, but none could gain admittance. The jailer had 
no sooner reached the door, than (most unfortunately 
for Manuel) he was called back to tho outer door to 
admit Mr. Grimshaw, who had just rang the bell. 
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The moiiiciit he entered, Daley’s noise was loudest, and 
imcbed his cars heforc he had ;;aiiied the outside gate. 
He rushed ii} 3 -stairs, followed by the jailer, and de- 
, mandcd entmnce at the cell door, swearing at the top 
of his voice that ho would break it in with an axe if 
the command was not instantly obeyed. 

The door 02x;ned, and Manuel stood with his left hand 
extended at Daley. “ Come in, gentlemen ! T catch him, 
one rascal, what steal my provision every day, and I 
punish him, what he remember when T leaVe.” 

Daley stood trembling against the wall, bearing tlie 
jiiai’ks of serious injury uj)on his face and eyes. ‘^At 
it again, Daley'? Ah, I thought you had left off them 
trick? !” said the jailer. 

Daley began to tell a threc-coinered story, and to 
give as many 2)ossiblc excuses, with equally as many 
characteristic bulls in them. “I don’t want to heai* 
yoitr story, Daley,” said Mr. Grimshaw. ‘‘ But, Mr. 
Jailer, I command you to lock that man U 2 > in the 
third storey,” i)ointing to Manuel. ‘‘ I don’t cai*e what 
the cii’cumstaiices are. He’s given us more trouble 
than he’s woith. He tried to pass himself off for a 
white man, but he couldn’t coinc tliat, and now he’s 
had the impudence to .strike* a white man. Lock him 
up! lock him up!' and keej^ him locked up until 
further ordei*s from me. I’ll teach him a lesson that he 
heyer learnt befoi'e he came to Bouth V/arolina; and 
i^en.^let Consul Mathew .sweat over him, and raise 
pother fuss if he can.” 

he’s guilty of Violating the rules of the jail, 
Daley is guilty of misdemeanour, and the thieving has 
been aggravatingly continued. If we pnt one, we must 
put both up,” said the jailer. 
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“Just obey my orders, Mr. Jailer. I will repri- 
iiiand Daley to-morrow. I shall just go to the extent of 
the law with that fellei*,” said Grimshaw peremptorily. 

“ You may lock me u]) in a dungeon, do with me as 
you* will, if the power is yours ; but my feelings are my 
own, and you cannot crush them. I look to my consul, 
and the country that has protected me around the 
world, and can i)rotect me still,” said Manuel, resign¬ 
ing himself to the jailer, whose intentions he knew to 
be good. 

Poor little Tommy stood begging and crying for his 
friend and com]janion, for he heard Mr. Grimshaw give 
an impei’ativo order to the jailer not to allow visitors 
into his cell. “Never mind, Tommy, we shall soon 
meet again, and sail com2>anions for tiie old ownei's. 
Don’t cry; the jailer will let you see me to-morrow,” 
said Manuel. 

“No, I can’t do that j you heard my orders, I must 
obey them. I should like to do it, but it’s out of my 
power,” returned the jailer, waiting with* a bunch of 
keys in his hand. 

Manuel turned to the little fellow, and, kissing him as 
he would an atfectionatc child, bade him adieu, and 
ascended the atei)s leading to the third storey (Mount 
Rascal) in advance of the jailer, to be confined in a dark, 
unhealthy cell, thei*e to await the cajirice of one man. 
To describe this miserable hole would be a task too har¬ 
rowing to our feelings. We pass it for those who will 
come after us. He little thought, when he shook the 
hand of his little companion, that it was the last time he 
should meet him for many months, and then only to take 
a last parting look, under the most liainful circumstances. 
But such is the course of life t 
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Copelaud had I'^eefved noticje to hold hiiiL'^lf hi readi> 
ness, as his vessel would be ready for sea the next mom 
ing. He was not long in getting his few things in order, 
and when morning eaiiie he was on hand, prepared to 
bound fimn the iron confines of the (Charleston jail, like 
a stag frtnn a thicket. As he bade good-bye to his fellow- 
prisoners in the morning, he said, “This is my last 
imprisonment in Charleston. X have been imprisoned in 
Savannah, but there I liad plenty to eat, comfoi'table 
apartments, and everything I asked fi^r, exce[)t my liberty. 
Never, so long as I sail the water, shall I ship for such a. 
port as this again.” He i"e(jue.sted to see INXaiiuel, but 
being refused, upon the restraint of orders, he left the jail. 
It was contrary to law; and thus, in pursuing his vocation 
within the limits of South Cai*olina, his owners were made 
to pay the following sum, for which neither they nor the 
man who .suffered the iiiija'istjurnent received any com- 
]>ensation. 

“ Cmdrary to Law. 

►Schooner Osca/r Jo^tes, ^ For William H. CojKjIand, 

Ca])tain Kelly, 3 (Coloured Seaman. 

To Sheriff of Charleston District. 

1852. To Arrc.st, dols. 2; Registry, doLs. 2 . . 4.00 dols. 

„ Recog., dols. 1.81; CWstable, dols. 1. 2.31 „ 

„ Commitment and Discharge.1.00 „ 

„ 15 Days’ jail maintenance of Wm. 

H. Co|)eland, at 30 cts. per da^ . . 4.50 „ 

* 

Received payment 11.81 dols. 

* J. D- j 

Per C^harles E. Kanapeaux, (Clerk.” 

God save the sovereignty of South Carolina, and let 
her mercy and hospitality be known on earth ! 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

IMPRIBONMENT OF JOHN PAUL AND JOHN BAPTISTE 

PAMERLIE. 

In order 4o complete the four characters, as we designed 
in the outset, we must here introduce the persons whose 
names dll the caption. The time of their imprisonment 
was some two months later than Manuefs release; 
but we introduce them here for the purpose of furnishing 
a clear understanding of the scenes connected with 
Manuefs release. 

John Paul was a hne-looking French negro, veiy 
dark, with well-developed features, and very intelligent-^ 
what would be called in South Carolina a very prime 
feller.” He was steward on board of the French bark 

Senegal, Captain-. Hb spoke excellent French and 

Spanish, and read Latin veiy well—^was a datholic, and 
paid particular respect to devotional exercises ; but, un¬ 
fortunately, he could not "speak or understand a word of 
English. In. all our observation of different characters 
of coloured men, we do not remember to have seen one 
whose pleasant manner, intelligence, and civility attracted 
more general attention. But he could not comprehend 
the meaning of the law imprisoning a peaceable man 
without crime, and why the authorities should fear him 
when he could not speak their language. He wanted to 
see the city, what sort of people were in it, if they bore 
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any analogy to their good old forefathers in France, and 
whether they had inherited the same capricious feelings 
as the descendants of the same generation on the other 
side of the water. There could be no harm in that; and 
although he knew something of Fi'ench socialism, he was 
ignorant of Carolina’s peculiar institutions, her politics, 
and her fears of abolition, as a “ Georgia cracker”* would 

* A sort of semi<civilUed native, wearing a peculiar liomospun dress; 
with a native dialect strongly resembling ipany of the Yorkshire phrases. 
They are generally found located in the poorer parislies and districts, 
where their pTimitive«looking cabins are easily designated firom that of 
the more enterprising agriculturist. But few of them can read or write; 
and preferring the coarsest mode of life, their habits are extremely 
dissolute. Now and then one may be found owning a nigger or two ; 
but a negro would rather be sold to the tormmits of hell, or a Louisiana 
sugar-planter, than to a Georgia cracker. You wUl see them approaching 
the city on market>days, with their travelling-cart, which is a eviriosity in 
itself. It is a two-whoeled vehicle of the most primitive description, 
with long, rough poles for shafts or thills. Sometimes it is covered with 
a blanket, and sometimes with a white rag, under which are a few things 
for market, and the good wife, with sometimes one or two woe-yans; fop 
the liege lord never fails to bring his wife to market, that she may see 
the things of the city. The dejected-looking frame of some scrub-breed 
hone or a half starved mule is tied (for we can*t call it harnessed) 
between the thills, with a few pieces of rope and withes; and, provided 
with a piece of wool-tanned sheep-skin, the lord of the family, with pecu¬ 
liar dress, a drab slouched hat over his eyes, and a big whip in his hand, 
mounts on the back of the poor animal, and, placing his feet upon the 
,thills to keep them down, toitures it through a heavy, sandy road. The 
horses are loaded so much beyond their strength that they will stop to 
^blow, every ten or fifteen minutes, while the man will sit upon their backs 
with perfect unconcern. Bemonstrate with them in regard to the suf- 
floidht draught, added to the insupportable weight upon their hades, and 
they win impnediately oommenoe demonstrating how can draw easier 
whte therods an immense weight upon his back. The husband generally 
odumges his things for whiA^* rioe, and tobacco, while the wife buys 
calico and knick-knacks. Somefebnes they get ** a right smart chknee o* 
things’* togelher, and have a "party at homo," whioh means a fifow-oat 
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be of Greek, like bis predecessors in confinement, he 
fell into the hands of the veritable Dnnn, without the 
assistance of his fidend Duse, as he called him; but had 
it not been for the timely appearance of a clerk in the 
French consuls office, who explained the nature of the 
arrest, in his native tongue, Mr. Dunn would have found 
some trouble in making the arrest. Already had the 
officers and crew of the bark gathered around him, making 
grimaces, and gibbering away like a flock of blackbirds 
surrounding u hawk, and just ready to pounce. Don’t 
Tse be tellin’ yees what I wants wid 'im, and the^divil a 
bit ye’ll understand me? Why don’t yees spake so a body 
can understand what yees be blatherin’ about. Sure, 
here’s the paper, an’ yees won’t read the English of it. 
The divil o’ such a fix I was ever in before wid yer J ohn 
o’ Crapues an’ yer chattf'r ! Ye say, ‘we—we—^we;’ sure, 
it’s but one I wants. Ah! whist now, captain, and don’t 
ye be makin’ a bother over it. Shure, did ye nivir hear o’ 
South Carolina in the wide world ? An’ ye bees travellin’ 
all over it, and herself’s such a great State, wid so many 
great gintlemen in it,” said Dunn, talking his groen- 
island Greek to the Frenchman. 

among themselves. Sometimes they have a shucking, which is a great 
aSiur, even among the little farmers in Upper Georgia, where only oom> 
shuckings are kept up with all the spice of old custom, and invitations are 
extended to thcrae at a distance of tenor fifteen miles, who repay the 
compliment with their presence, and join in the revelry. There are 
two classes of the cracker' in Georgia, accordi^ to our observation, 
differing somewhat in their dialect, but not in weir habits. One is 
the upper, and the other the low country, or rather what some call tho 
oo-u^try.h-o-r‘»” cracker. The^up-oountry cracker gives more at¬ 
tention to farming, inhabits what is known as tlie Cherokee country and 
ita vicinity, and is designated'by the tmbrig^uet of “co»rs-gnMS man.** 
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‘‘ Wb, we f mon Dim, ah /” said the Frenchman. 

** Ah, shiire, there ye are again. What would I be 
doin’ wid de ’hole o’ yees ? It’s the nager I want. Don’t 
ye know that South Carolina don’t allow the likes o’ him 
to be cornin’ ashore and playing the divil wid her slaTesl” 
continued Dunn, stretching himaelf up on his lame leg. 

The clerk stepped up at this moment. It’s ’imself’U 
be telling yees all about it, for yer. like a parcel of geese 
makin’ a fuss about a goslln’.” Mr. Dunn had got his 
Corkonian blood up; and although the matter was ex¬ 
plained, he saw the means at hand, and fixed his feelings 
for a stiff compensation. The clerk, after explaining to 
the captain, turned to John Paul and addressed him. As 
soon as he was done, John commenced to j)ack up his 
dunnage and get money from the captain, as if he was 
bound on an Arctic expedition. Dunn’s eyes glistened 
as he saw the money passing into Paul’s hand; but he 
was not to be troubled with the dunnage, and, after 
hurrying him a few times, marched him off. Ho went 
through the regular system of grog-shop sponging; but 
his suavity and willingness to‘acquiesce in all Mr. Dunn’s 
demands saved him some rough usage. There was this 
difference between John Paul and Manuel—^that the 
former, not understanding the English language, mistook 
Dunn’s deception for •’friendship, and moved by that 
extreme ErdBch politeness and warmth of feeling, which 
he thought doing the gentleman par excellence ; while the 
latter, with a quicker perception of right and wrong, and 
understanding our language, saw the motive and dis¬ 
dained i^^e&rious object.* For when Paul arrived at 
the jail minus a five-dollw gold-piece, which his 

very liable official companion took particular care of, 
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lest something should befall it. Poor John Paul! He 
was as harmless as South Carolina s secession and chivaliy 
—^two of the most harmless things in the world, not ex¬ 
cepting Congressional duelling. 

As soon as he entered the jail, and found that the jaileiT 
could speak French, he broke out in a perfect tornado of 
enthusiasm, serai cJumne de lier amnaissaifice awe 
un si awwMe co-tnpctgnmi” said he, and continued in a 
strain so swift and unabated that it would have been im- 
possible for an Englishman to have traced the inflections. 

The jailer called Daley, and telling him to take his 
blanket, the State's allotment, ordered him to be shown 
to his cell. Daley took the blanket under his arm and 
the keys in his hand, and Paul soon followed him ui>stairs 
to be introduced to his cell. There, that’s the place for 
yees. We takes the shine oft' all yc dandy niggers whin 
we gits ye here. Do you see the pair of eyes in the head 
o’ me 1” said Daley, pointing to his blackened eyes; “ an’ 
he that done that same is in the divil’s own place above. 
Now, if ye have ever a drap .of whiskey, don^t be keepin* 
it shy, an’ it’ll bo tollin’ ye a good many favours.” 

Ah 1 mon Dim / Cela fait dresser les cheveux d la 
said Paul, shrugging Jjis shoulders. 

“ Bad luck to the word of tliat, I’d be understandin* 
at all, at all! Can’t ye spake so a body ’d understand 
what ye’d mane V* 

**Cest ma grande ccmsolcdion (dcuvoir. * ♦ * Les 
Etots^Urds est uw models de perfection r^pfiMcainef said 
he, taking the blanket from and throwing it upon 

the floor. He was but a poor companion for jllli fellow- 
prisoners, being deprived of the means to exercfle his 
nooial qualities. He went through the same course of 
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suffering tfiat Manuel did; but, whether from inclination 
or necessity, bore it with more Christian fortitude, 
chanting vespers every morning, and reading the Latin 
service every evening. The lesson which Manuel taught 
Daley proved of great service to Paul, who gave Dmey 
the jail-ration which it was impossible for him to eat, 
and was saved from his pilfering propensities. Thu% 
after John Paul had suffered thirty-five days’ imprison¬ 
ment, in rm^ confinement, to satisfy the mi^iesty of South 
Carolina, he was released upon the following conditions, 
and taken to his vessel at early daylight, lest he should 
see the city or leave something to contaminate the slaves. 


“ CoTvtrwry to Law. 

State V. Contrary to Law. 

French bai’k Semgctl, 1 For John Paul, 

Capt.-. ) Coloured Seaman. 

To Sherifl’ Charleston Dist. 

July 18, 1852. To Arrest, dols. 2; Registry, dols. 2 . 4.00 
„ „ Recog., dol. 1.31; Constable, dol. 1 . 2.31 


Commitment and discharge.1.00 

35 Days’ maintenance of John Paul, 
at 30 cents per day. 10.50 


Received payment, dols. 17.81 

J. D-S. C. D. 

Per Charles E. Eanapeaux, Clerk.” 

A very nice item of disbursements to present to the 
owners—a premium paid fi>r the advanced civilisation of 
'South Carolina I 

'We have merely noticed the imprisonment of John 
Plinl, our limits excluding the details. We must now 
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turn to a little, pert, saucy French boy, eleve% years old, 
who spoke nothing but Creole French, and that as rotten 
iis we ever heard lis 2 )ed. The French bark Nouvdle 
Amelie^ Gilliet, master, from Kouen, arrived in Charleston 
on* the twenty-ninth of July. The captain was a fine 
specimen of a French gentleman. He stood upon the 
quarter-deck as she was being “ breasted-in” to the wharf, 
giving orders to his men ; while the little child stood at 
the galley looking at Ihe peojde iqx)!! the wharf, making 
grimaces and pointing one of the crew to several things 
that attracted his attention. Presently the vessel hauled 
alongside of the dock, and Dusenbeny, with his com- 
})anion Dunn, who had been watching all the move¬ 
ments of the vessel fi:oin a hiding-place on the wharf, 
sprang out and boarded her ere she had touched the piles. 

The nigger,” seeing Dusenbeny approach him, waited 
until he saw his hand extended, and then, as if to 
save himself from imijending danger, ran aft and into 
the cabin, screaming at the top of his voice. The crew 
began to run and move up into close quarters. The issue 
was an important one, and rested between South Carolina 
and the little “nigger.” Dusenbeny attempted to 
descend into the cabin. “Vat you vant wid my John, 
my Baptiste 1 No, you no do dat, *z my cabin; never 
allow stranger go down ’im,” smd the captain, placing 
himself in the companion-way, while the little terrified 
nigger peeped above the combing, and rolled his large 
eyes, the white glowing in contrast, from behind the 
captain’s legs. In this tempting position the little 
darkle, knowing he was prbtected by the captain and 
crew, would taunt the representative of the Staite with 
his bad French. Dunn stood some distance. behind 
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Dusenbeny^upon the deck, and the mission seemed to be 
such a mystery to both captain and crew, that their 
presence aroused a feeling of curiosity as well as anxiety. 
Several of the sailors gathered around him, and made 
antic grimaces, pointing their fingers at him and swearing ; 
so that Dunn began to be alarmed by the incomprehen¬ 
sible earnestness of their gibberish, turned pale, and 
retreated several steps, to the infinite amusement of those 
u|)on the wharf 

‘‘Vat’e do, eh, you vant ’im? Vat you'do vid ’im 
ven zu gets him, ehl Cette affaire delicate deitumdef 
said one of the number, who was honoured with the title 
of mate, and who, with a terrific black moustache and 
beard, had the power of contorting his face into the most 
repugnant grimaces. And, at the moment, he drew his 
sheath-knife and made a ])retended plunge at Dunn's 
breast, causing him to send forth a yell, and 

retreat to the wharf with quicker movements than he 
ever thought himself capable of. 

liy a pae gremd Trial b, eda!* said the Frenchman, 
laughing at Dunn, as he stood upon the capsill of the 
wharf 

“ Bad luck to ye, a pretty mess o’ murderous Frinch- 
min that ye are! Do yees be thinkin’ ye’d play that 
trick in South Carolina]* Ye’ll get the like o’ that taken 
out o’ ye whin yer before his honour in the momin’,” 
said Dunn. 

Dusenbeny had stood parleying with the captain at the 
companion-door, endeavouring to make the latter under¬ 
stand. that it was not a case -^hich required the presence 
of the silver oar. There is a prevailing opinion among 
sailors that no suit in Admiralty can be commenced, or 
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seaman arrested while on board, without the presence of 
the silver oar. And thus acting upon this impression, the 
captain and officers of the NomtMe Arn^Ue contended for 
what they considered a right. The mate and crew drew 
closer and closer toward Dusenbeny, until he became 
infected with the prevailing alarm. “ Captain, I demand 
your protection from these men, in the name of the State 
of South Carolina,” said he. 

“ Who he 1 De State Souf Ca’lina, vajb I know ’bout 
him, eh ? Bring de silver oai* when come take my man. 
Ily a de Ui nutUmrime, Ute dmt>8 son ‘proc^s^' said Captain 
Gilliet, turning to his mate. 

Avaunt! avaunt!” said the big man with the large 
whiskers, and they all made a rush at Dusenberry, and 
drove him over the rail and back to the whar^ where, he 
demanded the assistance of those anidous spectators, for 
and in the name of the State. It was a right good va/ude- 
mile comiqmf played in dialogue and pantomime. The 
point of the piece, which, with a little arrangement, might 
have made an excellent production, consisted of a misun¬ 
derstanding between an Irishman and a Frenchman about 
South Carolina, and a law so peculiar that no stranger could 
comprehend its meaning at first; and as neither could un¬ 
derstand the language of the other, the more they explained 
the more confounded the object became, imtil, from 
pHqvAjtmJt cmmquey the scene was worked into the appear¬ 
ance of a tragedy. One represented his ship, and to. him 
his ship was his nation; the other represented South 
Carolina, and to him South Carolina was the United 
States j and the question was, which had the best right to 
the little darkle. 

The spectators on the wharf were not inclined to move, 
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cither not wishing to meddle themselves with South Caro¬ 
lina’s affairs—wanting larger game to show their braP/eiy— 
or some more respectable officer to act in command. The 
little darkic, seeing Dusenbeny driven to the wharf, ran 
to the gangway, and, })rotmding his head over the rail, 
worked his black phiz into a dozen pert expressions, 
showing his ivory, rolling the white of his eyes, and 
crooking his finger upon his nose in aggravating contempt. 

“ Shure, 'we’ll turn the guard out and take ye an’ yer 
ship, anyhow. Why don’t yees give the nager up daseutly, 
an* don’t be botherin’ ? An’ isn’t it the law of South 
Carolina, bedad ? An’ be the mortis! ye’d be gettin* no 
small dale of a pinalty for the same yer doin’,” said Dunn. 

A gentleman, who had been a silent looker-on, thinking 
it no more than proper to proffer his mediation, perceiving 
where the difficulty lay, stepped on board, and, introducing 
himself to the captain, addressed him in French, and ex¬ 
plained the nature of the proceeding. The captain shook 
his head for some time, and shrugged his shoulders. La, 
police y esl fyien administr^” said he, with an air of 
politeness; and speaking to his mate, that officer again 
spoke to his men, and Dusenbeny Was told by the gentle¬ 
man that he could come on board. Without ffirther 
ceremony he mounted the rail, and made a second attempt 
at the young urchin, who screamed and ran into the 
cook’s galley amid the applause of the seamen, who made 
all sorts of shouts, inciting him to run, crying out, ** Kun, 
Baptiste! run, Baptiste!” In this manner the little 
darkie kept the officer at bay for more than fifteen minutes, 
passing out of one door as the officer entered the other, 
to the infinite delight of the crew. At length his patience 
became wearied, and as he was about to call Dunn to his 
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asBistance, the captain came up, and calling the child to 
him—5br auch he was—delivered him up, the little fellow 
roaring at the top of his voice as the big officer carried 
him over the rail under his arm. This ended the vcmden 
viMe comiqae on board of the French bark NowodU 
Captain Gilliet. 

The dignity of the State was triumphant, and the 
diminutive nigger was borne off under the arm of its 
representative. What a beautiful theme for the painter’s 
imagination! And how mutely sublime would have 
been the picture if the pencil of a Hogarth could have 
touched it! The majesty of South Carolina carrying a 
child into cajitivity! 

After carrying John Ba 2 )tiate about half-way up the 
wharf, they put him down, and made him “ trot it” until 
they reached the Dutch grog-shop we have described in 
the scene with Manuel. Here they halted to take a 
“ stiff’ner,” while Baptiste was ordered to sit down upon 
a bench, Dunn taking him by the collar and giving him 
a hearty shake, which made the lad Ixjllow right lustily. 
** Shut up, ye whelp of a nigger! or ye’ll get a doz for 
yeer tricks beyant in the ship,” said Duitn 3 and after 
remaining nearly an hour, arguing politics and drinking 
toddies, Mr. Dunn got very amiably fuddled, and was for 
having a goodrmxtwred quarrel with every customer that 
came into the shop. He laboured under a spirit-inspired 
opinion that they must treat or fight; and accordingly 
would attempt to reduce his opinions to practical demon¬ 
strations. At length the Dutchman made a courteous 
remonstrance; but no sooner had he done it than Dunn 
drew his hickory-stick across the Dutchman's head, and 
levelled him upon the floor. The Dutchman was a double- 
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fisted fellow, and, springing up almost instantly, returned 
the compliment. Dusenberry was more sober, and stepped 
in to make a reconciliation ; but before he had time to 
exert himself, the Dutchman running behind the counter, 
Dunn aimed another blow at him, which glanced from-ltis 
arm and swej)t a tin drench, with a number of tumblers 
cm it, into a smash upon the floor. This was the signal 
for a general mSlee, and it began in right earnest between 
the Dutch and the Irish; for the Dutchman called the 
assistance of several kinsmen who were in the front store, 
and Dunn, with the assistance of Dusenberry, mustered 
recruits from among a number of his cronies who were 
standing at a comer on the opposite side of the street. 
Both came to the rescue ; but the O’Nales and Finnegans, 
outnumbering the Dutch, made a Donnybrook onset, dis- 
aiining and routing their adversaries, and capsising barrels, 
boxes, kegs, decanters, and baskets of onions, into one 
general chaos, taking possession of the Dutchman’s cala¬ 
bash, and proclaiming their victory with triumphant 
shouts. 

They had handcuffed the boy Baptiste as soon as they 
entered the store ; and, in the midst of the conflict, he 
escaped without being observed^^ and ran for his vessel, 
handcuffed, and crying^ at the top of his voice. He 
reached the Nouvdk AmSlie, to the consummate surprise 
of the officers and crew, and the alarm of pedestrians 
as he passed along the street. “Mon DimT said the 
mate; and, taking the little fellow to the windlass-bits, 
succeeded in severing the handcuffs with a cold-chisel, 
and sent hko: down into the forecastle to secrete himself. 

When Dunn’s wild Irish had subsided, Dusenbeny 
l^gan to reason with him upon the nature of the afiair, 
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aud the matter was reconciled upon the obligatwm that 
had pneviously existed, and a jiromise to report no vio¬ 
lations of the ordinances during a sj^ecified time. Looking 
around, Dunn exclaimed, Bad manners till ye, Swizer, 
what a ye done with the little nager ? Wixere did ye 
put him % Bedad, Duse, hc^s gone beyant!” An in¬ 
effectual search was made among baiTels and boxes, and 
u]> the old chimney. “ Did ye see him h” inquired Dunn 
of a yellow man that bad been watching the affray at 
the door, while Dusenborry continued to poke with his 
stick among the boxes and barrels. 

“ Why, massa, T sees him when he left de doo, but I no 
watch him till *e done gone,” said the man. 

Dunn was des^Mitchod to the vessel in seareh, but eveiy- 
thing there Vas serious wonderment, and carried out with 
such French naivett that his susjucions were disarmed, 
and he I’etiinied with perfect confidence that he was not 
titare. A search was now made in all the negro houses in 
the neighbourhood ; but kicks, cuts, and other abuses 
failed to elicit any information of his whereabouts. At 
length Dumi Ixegan to feel‘the deadening effects of the 
liquor, and was so muddled that he could not stand up; 
then, taking ]X)Bsession of a bed in one of th4» houses, he 
stretched himself upon it ifi suj.)erlative contemiJt of every¬ 
thing official, and almost simultaneously fell into a proibuud 
sleep. In this manner he received the attention of the 
poor coloured woman whose bed he occupied, and whom 
he had abused in seai'ching for the boy. In this predica¬ 
ment Dusenberry continued to search alone, and kept it 
up until sundown, when he wae constinined to import the 
case to the sheriff, who suspended Mr. Dunn for a fm/o 
days. The matter rested until the next morning, when 
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the case of the little saucy nigger v. South Carolina was 
renewed with fresh vigour. Then Mr. Grimslviw, ac¬ 
companied by Dusenberry, proceeded to the barque, and 
there saw the boy busily engaged in the galley. Mr. 
Orimshaw went on board, followed by Duse, and, ,ap- 
proachiug the cabin door, met the captain ascending the 
stairs. “ Captain, I want that nigger boy of youm, and 
you may just as well give him up peaceably,” said he. 

“ Yes, monsieur; but you no treat ’iin like child wen 
you get ’im,” said the .captain. Kctiring «bo the cabin, 
and bringing back the broken manacles in his hand, he 
held them up to Mr. Grimshaw. “You put such dem 
thing on child like ’im, in South Carolina, ehl What 
you tink ’im be, young nigger, ox, horse, bull, eh ! what ? 
Now you take’e him; treat hin^ like man* den we no 
’struct to laws what South Carolina got,” continued he. 

Mr. Grimshaw thanked the captain, but made no i*eply 
about the manacles; taking them in his hand, and hand¬ 
ing the boy over into the charge of Dusenberry. In a 
few minutes he was ushered into the sheriffs office, and 
the important points of his dimensions and features 
noted in accordance with the law. We are not advised 
whether t^e pert characteristics of his nature were 
emblazoned; if they were, Vhe record would describe 
a singular specimen of a frightened French darkie, moi’e 
amusing than judicial. But John Baptiste Famerlie 
passed the ordeal, muttering^some rotten Creole, which 
none of the officials could understand, and was marched 
off to the jail, where the jailer acted as his interpreter. 
Being so small, he was allowed more latitude to ware and 
hand than the others; while his ])eculiar hm pokd and pert 
chatter afforded a frmd of amusement for the prisoners, 
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who made him a particular hatt, and kept up an incessant 
teasing to hear him jabber. The second day of his im> 
piisonment he received a loaf of bread in the morning, 
and a pint of greasy water, misnamed soup. That was 
th& allowance when they did not take meat. He ran down 
stairs with the pan in hand, raising an amusing fiiss, 
pointing at it, and spitting out his Creole to the jailer. 
He was disputing the question of its being soup, and his 
indei)endent manner had attracted a number of the pri¬ 
soners. Just at the moment, the prison dog came fond¬ 
ling against his legs, and, to decide the question, quick as 
thought, he set the pan before him; and, as if acting upon 
an instinctive knowledge of the jwint at issue, the dog 
put his nose to it, gave a significant scent, shook his head 
and walked oif, to the infinite delight of the prisoner, 
who sent forth a shout of acclamation. Baptiste left his 
soup, and got a prisoner ' /^ho could spe^ Creole to send 
for his captain, who came on the next mornings and made 
arrangements to relieve his condition from the ship's 
stores. The following day he whipijed one of the jailer’s 
boys in a fair fight, and on the next he killed a duck, 
and on the fourth he cut a white prisoner. Transgi’essing 
the rules of the jail in rejecting his soup, violating the 
laws of South Carolina mkking it a heinous oficnce for a 
negro to strike or insult a white ^lerson, committing 
murder on a duck, endeavouring to get uj) a fandango 
among the yard niggers, a||^ trying the qualities of cold 
steel in a prisoner’s hand, thus exhibiting all the vei’sa- 
tility of a Frenchman’s genius with a youthful saiig-froidf 
he was considered decidedly dangerous, and locked up for 
formal reform. Here he remained until the seventeenth 
of August, when it was annoimced that the good barque 
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Ni 3 W&dU Amalie, Captain Gilliet, was ready for sea, and 
he was forthwith led to the wharf between two^officers, 
and ordered to be. transferred beyond the limits of the 
Btato, the captain paying the following nice little bill of 
costs 


^\OfmtTa/ry to Law. 


French Barqtie ^ j.* x 

^ yj- /'I X f For John Baptiste Pamer- 

WHCap*«nGJliet,^ Ue, Coloured Seaman. 
&om Botten, J 


m2. 


To Sheirtf of Charleston Ihslrict. 


Aug. 26th. To Arrest, dels, 2 ; Registry, dols. 2, 4.00 dols. 
„ Recog., 4 I 01 .1.31 ; Constable, dol. 1 2.31 „ 

„ Commitment and Discharge. 1.00 „ 

„ Twenty Days’ jail maintenance 
of ^Johii Baptiste Pamerlie, at 
30,cts. per day .’.. 6.00 „ 


Receir^ payment, 13.31 dola 

J. D-, S. C. D. 

Per Charles E. Kanapeaux, Clerk.” 

I 

Thus ended the scene. The little darkie might have 
said When he was in jail, “ Je meura de /mm, et Von ne 
irCa/pporU rim/ and when hejeft, “/? eat' fm/M cmc lea 
dhevaUera dinduatrie.” 

< 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

* ' ^ 

THE JANSaN.,OONl>]£llNED. 

We must now return to Mianuel. , Jte was in close 

V 4 

confinement, •through Mr,. GrimShaw’a orders. Tommy 
continued to bring him food from day to day, but was. 
not allowed to see him. The mate and several of the 
crew were also refiised admittance t6;]i^: This was 
carrying power to an unnecessary limit,' and inflicting a 
wanton punishment without proper cause; at the same 
time exhibiting a flagrant disrespect for personal feelings. 
Tommy did not report the aflair to the captain, lest it 
should be misconstrued, and worse puidlshiQfnt be in¬ 
flicted ; but when the men were refused, tligy naturally 
mistrusted something, and made inquiries qf the jailer, 
who readily gave them all the information |n his power 

concerning the aflair, and his orders. T)kis they re- 

% 

{)ortod to the captain, who immediately repaired to the 
consurs office, where he found Mr* MathOw reading a 
note which he had just received fi^m Manue^. It statdd 
his grievances in a clear and* distinct maniiei^, and begged . 
the protection of that Gkivernment under whoso flag he. 
sailed, but said nothing about his provisions; The 
consul, accompanied by the captain, proceeded td the . 
sherifTs office, but could get .no satisfiictiou. “ I never 
consider circumstances when prisoners violate the rules 
of the jail—he must await my orders ; but I s^U keep 
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him closely confined for two weeks, at least,” said Mr. 
Grimshaw. And here we leave that functionary ^jurying 
out the sovereign rule of a sovereign State. 

This incensed the consul still more, for he saw the 
manner in which a clique of officials were determined to 
show their arbitraiy power. It was impossible for him 
to remain indifierent to this matter, affecting, as it did, 
the life and liberty of hia fellow-countryman. He could 
invoke no sympathy for the man, and the extent of 
punishment to which he had been subjected was 
evidently excited by vindictive feelings. He applied for 
a writ of hoibeobs corptis ; but mark the result! 

The captain f^roceeded to the jail and demanded to see 
his steward; the jailer, hesitating at first, at length 
granted his permission. He found Manuel locked up in 
a little, unwholesome cell, with scarcely a glimmer of 
light to mark the distinction of day and night; and so 
pale and emaciated that, had he met him in the street, 
he should scarcely have recognised him. “ Gracious God ! 
What crime could have brought such an excess of 
punishment upon you V* inquired the captain. 

Manuel told him the whole story; and, added to that, 
the things which had been sent to him during the seven 
days he had been confined in ^hat manner had seldom 
reached him. He had lost his good friend Jane, and the 
many kind acts which she was wont to bestow upon him, 
and had been compelled to live upon bread and water 
nearly the whole time, suffering the most intense hunger. 
Upon inquiry, it was ascertained that the few things 
;ent to make him comfortable had been intrusted to 
Daley to deliv^, who appropriated nearly the whole of 
them to ^ own use, as a sort of retaliatcny measure for 
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the castigation he i^eceived from Manuel. He had not 
failed 4o carry him his pan of soup at twelve o’clock 
every day, but made the “c/ioice serve his own 
digestion. The jailer felt the pain of the neglect, and 
preuiised to arrange a safer process of forwarding his 
things by attending to it himself, which he did with all 
the attention in his power; when Manuel’s condition 
became more tolerable. The captain told Manuel how 
his affairs stood—^that he should probably have to leave 
him in cliai^e of the consul, but to keep up good spirits; 
that he would leave him plenty of means, and, as soon as 
his i*elease was effected, to make the best of his way to 
Scotland and join the old owner's. And thus he left him 
with a heavy heart, for Manuel did read in his counte¬ 
nance what he did not speak. 

The Jamon had been discharged, a survey held upon 
the cargo, protest extended, and the whole sold for the 
benefit of whom it might concern. Neceesaiy surveys 
wei*e likewise held upon the hull; and finding it so old 
and strained as to be unworthy of repair, it was con¬ 
demned and sold for the' benefit of the underwriters. 
Thus the register de iwfoo was given up to the consul, 
the men discharged and paid off according to the Act of 
William IV., which provides that each man shall receive 
a sti])end to carry him to the ix)rt in Gi’eat Britain from 
which he shipped, or the consul to provide passage for 
him, according to his inclination, to proceed to a point 
where the voyage would be completed. The consul 
adopted the best means in his power to make them all 
comfortable, and satisfied with their discharge. Their 
.several register-tickets were given up to them, an4 one 
by one left for his place of destination; Tommy and the 
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second-mate only preferring to remain and seek some new 
voyage. The old chief mate seemed to congratulate him¬ 
self in the condemnation of the unlucky Jmkson. He 
shipped on board an English ship, laden with cotton and 
naval stores, and just ready for sea. When he came on 
board to take a farewell of the captain, he stood upon 
deck, and, looking up at the dismantled spars, said, 
“Skipper, a shadow may save a body after all. I’ve 
always had a presentiment that this unlucky old thing 
would serve us a trick. I says to nieself that night in 
the Gulf, ‘ Well, old craft, yer goiii’ to turn yer old ribs 
into a cofEii at last; but I’ll praise the bridge that candes 
me safe over, because I’ve an aftection for the old thing 
after all, and can’t part without saying, God bless her! 
for it’s an honest death to die in debt to the underwriters. 
I hope her old bones will rest in peace on terra-fir^a. 
€k)od-bye, captain—remember me to Manuel; and let us 
forget our troubles in Charleston by keeping away from it.” 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

OEORaE THE SECESSIONIST, AND UIS FATHER'S SHIPS. 

As we have said, the second mate and little Tommy 
remained to seek new voyages. Such was the fact with ' 
the second mate; but Tommy had contracted a violent 
cold on the night he was locked up in the guard-house, 
and had been a subject for the medicine-chest for some 
time ; and this, with his ardent attachment for Manuel, 
and hojjes to join him again as a sailing-coni|)anion, was 
the chief inducement for his remaining. The captain 
gave them accommodations in the cabin so long as he had 
possession of the shi]), which afforded the means of saving 
their money, of which Tommy had much need; for 
notwithstanding he received a nice })reseut from the 
consul, and another from the captain, which, added to the 
few dollars that were coming to him for wages, made him 
feel pume-proud, it was far from being adequate to sustain 
him any length of time, or to protect him against any 
sudden adversity. , 

The captain had not seen little George the secessionist, 
since his assurance that he would make everything right 
with Mr. Grimshaw, and have Manuel out in less than 
twenty-four hours. It was now the fourteenth of April, 
and the signs of his getting out were not so good as they 
were on the first day he was cmnmitted; for the vessel being 
condemned, if the law was carried to the stnetest literal 
construction, Manuel would be tied up among the human 
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things that are articles of merchandise in South Carolina. 
He was passing from the wharf to the consul’s office^ about 
ten o’clock in the morning, when he was suddenly sur¬ 
prised in the street by little Goorge, who shook his hand 
as if he had been an old friend just returned after a long 
absence. He made all the apologies in the world for 
being called away suddenly, and consequently unable to 
render that attention to his business which his feelings 
had prompted. Like all secessionists, (Jeorge was very 
fiezy and transitory in his feelings. He expressed unmea¬ 
surable suiq)rise when the captain told him the condition' 
of his man in the old jail. You don’t say that men are 
restricted like that in Charleston? Well, now, I never 
was in that jail, but it’s imsuited to the hospitality of our 
society,” said he. 

** Your prison groans with abuses, and yet your people 
never hear them,” replied the captain. 

George seemed anxious to change the subject, and 
commenced giving the captain a description of his journey 
to the plantation, his hunting and hshing, his enjoyments, 
and the fat, saucy, slick niggers, the fine corn and bacon 
they had, and what they said about massa, ending with 
an encomium of the old man’s ” old whiskey, and how 
he ripened it to give it smoothness and flavour.. His 
description of the plantation and the niggers was truly 
wonderful, tantalising the captain’s imagination with the 
beauties of a growing principality in itsdf. '^We have 
just jot a new vessel added to our ships, and she sails for 
the Pedee this afternoon. We got the right stripe of a 
captain; but we have made' him adopt conditions to be 
true to theseoession party. As soon as I get another man,, 
we’ll despatch her in grand styk, and no mistake.” 
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The captain thought of his second mate; and suggested 
him aifonce. 

‘‘ Jlist the chap! My old man would like him, I know,” 
said (Jeoi-ge ; and they returned directly to the Jcmson^ 
where they found the second mate lashing his dunnage. 
The proposition was made and readily accepted. Again 
the captain parted with little George, leaving him to take 
the mate to his father’s office, while he pm’sued his busi¬ 
ness at the; consul’s. 

George ieil the mate into the office. *‘Here, father, 
here’s a man to go in our vessel,” said he. The old man 
looked u^ton him with a serene iin|X)rtance, as if he was 
fettered with his own greatness. 

** My shipping-interests are becoming very extensive, 
my man. I own the whole of four schooners, and a share 
in the greatest steam-ship afloat—I mean screw-ship—the 
Semth Carolina,. You’ve heard of her, I suppose ?” said 
the old man. 

Jack stood up with his hat in his hand, thinking over 
what he meant by big interests, and “ reckoning he hadn’t 
seen the establishment of them shipowners about Prince’s 
Dock what owned more ships a-piece than there were 
days in the month.” 

“ Now, my man,” continued the old man, “ I’m mighty 
strict about my discipline; for T want every man to do 
his duty for the interests of the owners. But how many 
dollars do you want a month, my man 

“ Nothing less than four pounds starling j that’s twenty 
dollars your currency, if I reckon right,” said Jack, giving 
his hat a twirl upon the flodr. 

“Wh-e-w! you belong to the independent sailors. 
You’ll come down from that afore you get a ship in this 
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port. Why, I can get a good, prime nigger feller sailor for 
eight dollars a month and his feed." • 

Jack concluded not to sail in any of the old man's big 
shipSf and said, “ Yes, I joined them a long time ago, and 
I ha’ll’t regretted it neither ; wouldn’t pull a bow-line a 
jienny leas. I don’t like drogging, nohow. Good morn¬ 
ing, .sir,’’ said he, putting on his hat and backing out of the 
door. 

I wish you’d a taken a cliauce with my father, old 
fellow; he’d a made you cajitain afore a year,’* .said George, 
as he was leaving the door. 

“ The like o’ that <lon’t signify. I’ve been skijuier in 
the West Ingic trade years ago. There isn’t much dif¬ 
ference between a nigger and a schooner’s captain,’’ said 
Jack, as he walked oft* to the Jamoth, preparatory to 
taking lodgings ashore. 

That afternoon, about five o’clock, a loud noise was 
heard on board a little scSooner, of about sixty tons 
register, that lay in a liend of the whai’f a few lengths 
ahead of the Jamon. Captain Thompson ai^d his second 
mate were seated on a locker in the cabin, conversing 
upon the prospect.s ahead, when the noise became so loud 
that they ran ujiou deck to witness the scene. 

George stood ujion the capsill of the wharf with mor¬ 
tification pictured in his countenance. ‘^Well, captain, 
you needn’t'make so much noise about it ; your conduct is 
decidedly ungentlemanly. If you don’t wish to sail in 
father’s employ, leave like a gentleman,’’ said George, 
pulling up the comers of his shirt-collar. 

It was the great craft tha*t George had distended upon, 
and the veritable captain of the right stripe, who promised 
to toe the mark according to secession principles, but 
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made no stipulation>s for the nigger feed that wan the 
cause df the excitement. The captain^ a Baltimore 
coaster, and accustomed lo good fai'6 in his vessels at 
home, had been induced, by large representations, to take 
chafrge of the craft and run her in the Pedee trade, 
bringing rice to Charleston. On being told the craft was 
all ready for sea, he repaired on board, and, to his chagrm, 
found two black men for a crew, and a most ungainly old 
wejicli, seven shades blacker than Egy}>tian darkness, for 
a cook. I'lnS was imposition enough to arouse his feel¬ 
ings ; for but one of the men knew anything about a 
vessel. But on examining the stores, the reader may 
judge of his feelings, if ho have any idea of supjdying 
a ve.ssel in a Northern port, when we toll him that all 
and singular the stores consisted of a shoulder of rusty 
Western bacon, a half-bushel of rice, and a jug of molasses ; 
and this was to proceed the distance of a hundi’ed miles. 
But to add to the ridiculous farce of that South Cai'oliua 
notion, when he remonstrated with them, he was very in¬ 
differently told that it was what they always ju’ovided for 
their W(»'k-people. 

Take your little jebacca-boat, and go to thunder with 
her!” sai<l the captain, commencing to pick uj) his duds. 

Why, captain, I len^ you my gun, and we always 
expect our captains to make fresh provision of game as 
you nm up the river,” said Greorge. 

Fresh provisions, the devil!” said the captain. " I’ve 
enough to do to mind my duty, without hunting my living 
as I pursue my voyage, like a hungry dog. We don’t do 
business on your nigger-allo'^ance system in Maryland.” 
And here we leave him, getting one of the negroes to carry 
his things back to his boarding-house. We hei*e take 
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leave of little George, who vanishes in that peculiar little¬ 
ness of the South, which strivas to build great things 
upon straws, and tapers down into the reality of small 
sound. 

A few days after the occurrence we have naurated 
above, little Tommy, somewhat recovered frpm his cold, 
shipped on board a little centre-board schooner, called the 
Thm Siatera, bound to the Edisto River for a cai'go of 
rice. The captain, a little, stubby man, rather good- 
looking and well dressed, was making his iiiaiden voyage 
as captain of a South Carolina craft. He was South 
Cofrclina hcnm,'" but, like many others of his kind, had 
been forced to secik his advancement in a distant Btate? 
through the influence of those formidable opinions which 
exiles the genius of the poor in South Carolina. For ten 
years he had sailed out of the port of Boston, had held 
the position of mate on two Indian voyages under the 
well-known Captain Nott, and had sailed with Captain 
Albert Brown, and received his recommendation; yet 
this was not enough to qualify him for the nautical ideas 
of a pompous South Carolinian. 

Tommy got his baggage on board, and, before leaving, 
made another attempt at the jail to see his friend Manuel. 
He presented himself to the jailer, and told him how 
much he wanted to se^ his old friend before he left. The 
jailer'e orders were imperative. He was told if he came 
next week he would see him; that he would then be 
released, and allowed to occupy the cell on the second floor 
with f^e other stewards. Kecognising one of the stewards 
that had joined with them Vhen they enjoyed their social 
feelings around the festive barrel, he walked into the 
piazza to meet him and bid him good-bye. While he stood 
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ahaking hands with him, the poor negro* who had suffered 
with hitn in the guard-house came up and saluted him 
with a fiiendly recognition. Borne two weeks had passed 
since the occurrence, and yet his head presented the 
efieCte of bruising, and was bandaged with a cloth. “ Good 
young massa, do give me a fo’pence, for I’se mose starve,’’ 
he said, in a suppliant tone. Tommy put his hand into 
his pocket, and, drawing out a quarter, passed it to the 
jK)or fellow, and received his thanks. Leaving a message 
for Manuel that he would be sure to call and see him 

* The namo uf this poor fellow was George Fairchild. After boiog 
sent to the workhouse to receive twenty blows with the paddle when he 
was scarcely able to stand, ho was taken down from the frame and sup¬ 
ported to the jail, where he remained several weeks, fed at a cost of 
eighteen eents a day. His crime was going for whiskey at night,” and 
the third offence; but there was a variety of pleadings in his favour. 
His master worked his negroes to the very last tension of their strength, 
and exposed their appetites to all sorts of temptation, especially those 
who worked in the nigbt-gang. His master flogged him once, while he 
was in the jail, himself, giving him about forty stripes with a raw hide on 
the bore back : not satisfying his feelings with this, he concluded to send 
him to New Orlbans. He had an .alTcctionato wife and child, who were 
forbidden to see him. His master ordered that he should be sent to the 
workhouse and receive thirty-nino paddles before leaving; and on the 
morning he was to bo shipped, his distressed wife, hearing the sad news, 
came to the jail; but notwithst»|iding the iutreatics of several debtors, 
the jailer could not allow her to come in, but granted, as a favour, that 
die should speak with him through the grated door. The cries and 
lamentations of that poor woman, as she stood upon the outside, holding 
her bond-offspring in her arms, taking a last sorrowing farewell of him 
who was so dearly cherished and beloved, would have melted a heart of 
stone. Bho could not embrace him, but waited until he was led out to 
torture, when she threw her arms around him, and was dragged away 
a ruffian’s hand. • 

Poor George Fairchild! We heard him moaning under the acute pain 
of the paddle, and saw him thrust into a cart like a dog, to bo shipped as 
a bale of merohandiBe for a dietant port. 
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when ho returned, he passed fi’om the house of misery and 
proceeded to his vessel. * 

The captain of the schooner had been engaged hy i)artics 
in Charleston, who simply acted as agents for the owners. 
Tie had been moved to return to Charleston by. those 
feelings which are so inherent in our nature, inspiring 
a feeling for the place of its nativity, and I'ecalling the 
early associations of childhood. Each longing fancy 
pointed back again, and back he came, to further fortune 
on his native soil. His crew, with the exception of 
Tommy, consiste;d of three good, active negroes, one of 
whom acted as pilot on the Edisto Rivei*. Accustomed 
to the provisioning of Boston ships, he had paid no atten¬ 
tion to his supplies ; for, in fact, he only took chaige of 
the little craft as an accommodation to the agents, and 
with the promise of a large vessel as soon as he returned ; 
and, sailing with a fine stiff breeze, he was far outside the 
light when the doctor announced dinner. “What have 
you got that’s good, old chap 1” said ho to the cook. 

“ Fust stripe, Massa Cap’en. A right good chance o’ 
hominy and bacon fry,” returned the negi’o. 

“ Hominy and what ? Nothing else but that f’ 

“ Why, massa! gracious, dat what Massa Whaley give 
all he cap’en, an’ ho tink ’em fust-rate,” said the negro. 

As they were the Anly whites on board, the captain 
took little Tommy into the cabin with him to sit at the 
same table; but there was too much truth in the negro’s 
statement, and, instead of sitting down to one of those 
nice dinners which are spread in Boston ships, both gimt 
and small, there, on a \iiiSie piece of pine-board, swung 
with a preventer, was a plate of black hominy covered 
with a few pieces of fried pork, so rank and oily as to be 
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really repulsive to a coiiimon stomach. Beside it was an 
earthen mug, containing about a pint of molasses, which 
was bedaubed on the outside to show its quality. The 
caj)tain looked at it for a minute, and then taking up the 
' iron* spoon which stood in it, and letting one or two 
spoonfuls drop back, saidjP* Old daddie, where are all your 
stores ? Fetch them out here.” 

Gih, massa! hei*e ’em is; ’c’s jus’ as Massa Stoney 
give ’em,” said the negro, drawing forth a piece of rusty 
and taiiit(ni bjicon, weighing about fifteen pounds, and, in 
sj)ots, |)erfectly alive with motion ; about a half-bushel of 
com-grits; and a small keg of mola8se.s, with a piece of 
leather attached to the bung. 

Is that all ?” inquired the captain })eremptoi*ily. 

“ Yes, massa, he all w’at ’em got now, but git more at 
Massa Whaley plantation win ’em git da.” 

“ Throw it overboard, such stinking stuff; it’ll bree'd 
jKistilence on board,” said the captain to the negro (who 
stood holding the spoiled bacon in his hand, with the 
destmetivo macalia drojjping on the floor), at the same 
time applying his foot to thd table, and making wreck of 
hog, hominy, molasses, and plates. 

“ Gih-e-wh-ew! Massa, I trow ’im o’board, Massa 
Wlialey scratch ’em back, ^tin. lie tink ’em flist-rate. 
Plantation nigger on’y gits bacon twice week, Massa 
Cap’en,” said he, picking up the wreck and carrying it 
upon deck, where it was devoured with great gusto by 
the negroes, who ftdly appreciated the happy God-send. 

The captain had provided a little private store of 
cracker^ cheese, cigars, and‘a bottle of brandy; and 
turning to his trunk, he opened i^ and drew them out 
one by one, passing the crackers and cheese to Tommy, 
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and imbibing a little of the deacon himself, thus satisfying 
the ci-aviiigs of nature. Night came on: th»jy were 
crossing the bar and ap])roaching the outlet of the Edisto, 
which was broad in sight ; but there was neither coffee 
nor tea on board, and no prospect of supper—^nqthing 
but a resort to the crackers dhd cheese remained, the 
stock of which had already diminished so fast, that what , 
was left was treasured among the things too choice to be 
eaten without limitation. They reached the entrance, 
and, after ascending a few miles, came to aiichor under a 
jut of wood that formed a bend in the river. The baying 
of dogs during the night intimated the vicinity of a 
settlement near, and in the morning the captain sent one 
of the negroes on shore for a bottle of milk. ^'Massa 
dat man what live yonder ha’n’t much nohow, alwa's 
makes ’em pay seven-pence,” said the negro. Sure enough 
it was true; notwithstanding he was a planter of some 
property, he made the smallest things turn to profit, and 
would charge vessels going up the river twelve and a half 
cents per bottle for milk. 

The captain had spent a restless night, and found him¬ 
self blotched with innumerable chinch-bites; and, on 
examining the berths and lockers, he found them swarming 
in piles. Calling one of the black men, he commenced 
overhauling them, and drew out a perfect storehouse of 
rubbish, which must have been deposited there, without 
molestation, ffom the day the vessel was launched up to 
the present time, as varied in its kinds as the stock of a 
Jew-shop, and rotten with age. About nine o’clock* they 
got under weigh again, and, proceeding about twenty 
miles with a fiur wi^d and tide, they came to another 
point in the river, on which a concourse of men had 
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a.s»embled, armed to the teeth with guns, rifles, and 
knives. ^ As he passed up, they were holding parley with 
a man and boy in a canoe a few rods fix)m the shore. At 
every few minutes they would point their rifles at him, 
and^ with threatening gestures, swear vengeance against 
liiin if he attempted to land. The captain, being excited 
by the precarious situation of the man and his boy, and 
anxious to ascertain the particulars, let go his anchor and 
“ came to” a few lengths above. 

Scarcely had his anchor brought up than he was hailed 
from the shore by a rough-looking man, who appeared to 
be chief in the manoeuvre, and who proved to be no less 

a j)ersonagc than a Mr. S-^k, a wealthy planter. 

Don’t take that man on board of your vessel, at the peril 
of your life, captain. He’s an abolitionist,” said he, ac¬ 
companying his imperative command with a very Southern 
rotation of oaths. 

The man paddled his canoe on the outside of the vessel, 
and begged the captain, “ for God’s sake, to take him on 
board and protect him; that an excitement had been 
gotten up against him very unjustly, and he would ex¬ 
plain the circumstances if he woul^ allow him to come on 
board.” t 

Come on board,” said the captain. “ Let you be abo¬ 
litionist or what you will, humanjjiy will not let me see 
you driven out to sea in that manner; you would be 
swamped before you crossed the bar.” 

He came on board, trembling and wet, the little boy 
handing up a couple pf carpet-bags, and following him. 
No sooner had he done so, than three or four baUs whizzed 
past the captain’s head, causing him to retreat to the cabin. 
A few minutes intervened, and he returned to the deck. 
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Lower your boat, and come on shore immediately!” 
they cried out. ^ 

The captain, not at all daunted, lowered his boat and 
went on shore. “ Now, gentlemen, what do you want 

with me ?” said he, when S-k stepped forward, /ind 

the following dialogue ensued— 

“Who owns that vessel, and what right have you to 

harbour a d-d abolitionist 

“ I don’t know who owns the vessel ; I know that I sail 
her, and the laws of Grod and man demand that I shall 
not pass a man in distress, especially upon the water. He 
protests that he is not, and never was an abolitionist ; 
offers to prove it if you will hear him, and only asks 
that you allow him to take away his property,” re¬ 
joined the captain. 

“What! then you are an abolitionist yourself?” 

“'No, sir. I’m a Southern-born man, raised in Chaides- 
toii, where my father was raised before me.” 

“ So much, so good; but just turn that d-d 

scoundrel ashore as quick as seventy, or we’ll tie your 
vessel up and report you to the Executive Committee, and 
stop you getting on moias freight on the Edisto.” 

“ That I shall not do. You should have patience to 
investigate these things, and not allow your feelings to 
become so excited, ife I turn him and his son adrift, I’m 
answerable for their lives if any accident should occur to 
them,” rejoined the captain. 

“'Are you a secessionist, captain, or what are your 
political principles? You seem determined to protect 
abolitionistfli That scoundrel has been associating with 
a niggei*, and eating at his house ever since he has been 
here.” 
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** Yes, yes ! and we’ll be d-d if he isn’t an aboli¬ 

tionist,*' joined in a dozen voices; “ for he dined at Bill 
Webster’s last Sunday on a wild turkey. Nobody but an 
infernal abolitionist would dine with a nigger.” 

‘•As for politics, I never had much to do with them, and 
care as little about secession as I do about heathen inytho- 
logy; but I like to see men act reasonably. If you want 
anything more of me, you will find me at Colonel Whaley’s 
plantation to-morrow. Thus saying, he stepped into his 
boat and nn dmcd on board of his vessel. Just as ho was 
getting under weigh again, whiz ! wh}z ! whiz ! came 
thre(s shots, one in quick succession after the other, the 
last taking efiect and piei-cing the crown of his hat, at 
which they retiixjd out of sight. Fearing a return, he 
worked his vessel about two miles farther up, and came 
to anchor on the other side of the channel, where he 
waited the return of the tide, and had an opportimity to 
put his afirighted passeiigei's on board a schooner that 
was j)assing down, bound to Charleston. 

The seciet of such an outrage is told in a few words. 
The man was a timber-getter from the vicinity of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, who, with his scm, a lad about 
sixteen years of age, had s^jent several winters in the 
vicinity of the Edisto, getting live-oak, whidi he considered 
a laudable enterprise. He purclihsed the timber on the 
stump of the inhabitants, at a price which left him very 
little pi’ofit, and had also been charged an exorbitant 
price for everything he got, whether labour or provisions; 
and so far had that feeling of South Carolina’s self-suf¬ 
ficiency been carried out agaAnst him in all its cold repul¬ 
siveness, that he found much morew honesty and true hos¬ 
pitality under the roof of a poor coloured man. This so 

Y 
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enraged some of the planters, that they proclaimed against 
him, and that dog cry of abolitionist wat? raised 

against him. His horse and buggy, books ami papers, 
were packed up and sent to Charleston—not, however, 
without some of the most innx)rtant of the latter being 
lost. His business was destroyed, and he and his child 
taken by force, pxit into a little canoe with one or two 
carpet-bags, and sent adrift. In this manner they had 
followed him two miles flown the river, he begging to be* 
allowed the privilege of seittling his business and leaving 
respectably, they threatening to slioot him if he atteriij)ted 
to near the shore, or was caught in the vicinity. This 
was his position when the captain found him. He pro¬ 
ceeded to Charleston, and laid his case before James L. 
Petigru, E.sq., IJnitf3d States District Attorney, and, upon 
his advice, returned to the scene of war oi) the ]»Mnks of 
the Edisto,” to arrange his business; but no sofuifn- had 
he made his appearance than he wa,s thi*own iiito prison, 
and there vemainod when we la.sthearfl oi’ him 

This is one of the many casies which aflVid matter for 

V 

exciting comment for the editors f^f the CharlesUm Mer- 
entry and Courier, and which reflect no honour on a peopl<3 
who thus set law and order at dehanee. 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

A SINWUL.AR KECEPTION. 

. ' 

It was about teu o'clock on the night of the fifteenth 
of April, wlicn the rioliooner Throe iilslere lay anchored 
close alongside of a dai’k jungle of clustering brakes, that 
hung their luxuriant foliage upon the bosom of the sti'eam. 
The captain s>it upon a little box near the quarter, ap¬ 
parently contemplating the scene; for there was a fe,iry-like 
beauty in its dark windings, mellowed by the shadowing 
foliage that skirted its borders in mournful grandeur, 
while stars twinkled on the sombre surface. 

The tide had just turned, and little Tommy, who had 
rolled Minsclf up in a blanket and laid down close to the 
captain, suddenly arose. Captain, did you hear that X' 
said he. 

“ Hark! there it is again,” said the capl^ain. Go and 
call the men ; we must get under weigh.” , 

It was a rustling noidb among the brakes ; and, when 
little Tommy wont forward to taU the men, two balls 
came whistling over the quarter, and then a loud rustling 
noise indicated that persons were retreating. The captain 
retired to the cabin and took Tommy with him, giving 
orders to the negro pilot to stand to the deck, get her 
anchor up, and let her drift up stream with the tide, 
determined that if tiiey shot any person it should be the 
negroes, for whose value they would be held answerable. 
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Thus she diifted up the stream, and the next morning 
was at the creek at Colonel Whaley’s plantation. ' 

A number of ragged negroes came down to the bank in 
high glee at 4he anival, and making sundry inquires 
about corn and bacon. One old patriarchal subject oried 
out to the pilot, “Ah, Cesar, I ’now’d ye wah cumin’. 
Massa an’ young Massa Aleck bin promis’ bacon mor’ den 
week : gess he cum now.” 

“ Got sum com, but ven ye gets bacon out o’ dis craf 
ye kotch wescl dat an’t got no hair on ’im,” sA-id Cesar. 

The scene around was anything but promising— 
disappointing to the captain’s exalted ideas of Colonel 
Whaley’s magnificent plantation. The old farm-house 
was a barrack-like building, dilapidated, and showing no 
signs of having lately funiishcd a job for the painter, 
and standing in an iirena surrounded by an inclosure of 
rough slats. Close examination disclosed fragments of 
gardening in the arena, but they showed the unmistake- 
able evidences of carelessness. At a short distance from 
this was a cluster of dirty-looking negi’o-huts, raised a few 
feet from the ground on palmetto piles; and strung along 
from them to the brink of the river were numerous half- 
stan ed cattle and hogs, the latter rooting up the sod. 

It was now nearly slack water, on a high flood, and the 
schooner lay just above' the bend of the creek. Presently, 
a large, portly-looking man, dressed like a Yorkshire 
farmer, came to the bank, and, in a stentorious voice, 
ordered the captain to haul into the creek at once ! The 
manner in which the order was given rather taxed the 
captain's feelings, yet he imifiediately set his men to work 
heaving’up the anchor, and carrying out ‘’a line” to warp 
her in. But that slow motion with which negroes execute 
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all orders caused some delay; and no sooner had he begun 
to head^e on the line than the tide set strong ebb, c'lnd 
carried him upon the lower point, where a strong eddy 
made by the receding water from the creel^nd the strong 
unii(prtow in the river, bafiled all his exRtioiis. There 
she stuck, and all the warps and tow-lines of a seventy- 
four, hove by the combined strength of the plantation, 
would not have started her.' When the tide loft, she 
careened over toward the river, for there was no means at 
hand to shofe her up. 

One of the drivers went up and reported “ Massa, 
captain got ’im ship ashoreand down came Colonel 
Whaley, with all the pomp of seven lord mayors in 
his countenance. “What sort of a feller are you to 
command a ship ? I’d whip the vjprst nigger on the 
plantation if he couldn’t do better than that. Rig a 
raft out and let me come aboard that vessel!” said 
he, accompanying his demands with a volley of vile 
impi-ecatious ths^t would liave disgineed St. Giles’s. 

“ Do you know who you’wj talking to ? You mus’n’t 
take me for a nigger, Sir! I know my duty if you 
don’t good manners,” rejoined the cajitain. 

“ Do you know who owns that ship, you impudent feller, 
you 1 Take the sails off her, immediately—at once I or 
I’ll shoot you, by heavens!” he bawled out again. 

“Why didn’t you say mud-scow? Call such a thing 
as this a ship! I don’t care who owns her, I only 
know it’s a disgrace to sail her; but I’ve got the papers, 
and you may help yourself. When you pay me for my 
time, and give me something for myself and these men 
to cat, you may take your old Jebacca-boat; but you 
don’t put a foot aboard her till you do!” 
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This made the colonel rage worse. ‘‘ I’ll teach you a 
lesson how you disobey my orders. Go get my rifle, 
Zeke,” said the colonel, turning to an old negi’O who 
, stood close by^ and then calling to the men on board, 
he ordered thS to take charge of the vessel and 1»ke 
the sails off her at once. 

“ .Don’t you move a hand to unbend a sail, Cesar! I 
don’t know that man ashore there. This vessel is mine 
until further order's from the persons who shipped me,” 
rejoined the captain, with an imperative demand to his 
men. 

** Why, la! massa, he own ’em dis ere vessel, an’ he 
shoot ’em saitin if we done do him ; ye done know dat 
massa as I does,” said Cesar. 

“ Don’t touch a ^and to those sails, I command one 
and all of you I There’s two can play at shooting, and 
m shoot you if you disobey my orders.” Then turning 
to those on shore, he warned them that he would shoot 
the first nigger that attempted to make. a raft to come 
on board. The reader will observe that the poor negroes 
were in a worse dilemma than the captain—^goaded on 
the one side by a ruthless master, who claims owner¬ 
ship and demands the executions of his orders, while 
on the other extreme the hirt^J master proclaims his 
right, and warns them* against the peril of varying 
one iota from his commands. Here the clashing 
feelings of arbitraiy men come together, which have 
placed many a good negro in that complex position, 
that he would be punished by one master for doing 
that which he would have been punished by the other 
if he had left tmdone. , 

It may be said to the colonel’s credit, he did not 
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i*etiLm, rifle iii hand, nor did the captain see him after¬ 
ward ; #but a young gentleman, a son, who represented 
the father, came to the bank about an hour after the 
occurrence, and, making a lame apology for his ftkther's 
temper, requested the captain to come on shore. The 
latter had concluded to await the return of the tide, 
run the vessel back to Charleston, report his reception, 
and deliver the vessel up to the agents; but, on further 
consideration, there was nothing to cat on board, and 
what coiud^he do? He went On shoi’e, and held a 
{)arley with the young man, whom he found much 
more inclined to respect his colcmr. ** Your fsither took 
me for a nigger, and as such he presumed upon the 
dignity of his plantation. * Now, I know my duty, and 
have sailed in the finest ships and wf^ the best masters 
in the country. All I want is projwr respect, some¬ 
thing to eat, what there is coming to me, and my 
passage paid back to Charleston by land. No! 1 will 
not even request so much as that ; give me something 
to eat, and my passage to Charleston, and you may do 
what you please with the'vessel, but I shall deliver the 
papers to nobody but the persona who' shipped me. 
And I shall want you to sec this little boy attended to, 
for he’s quite sick now^” said the captain, pointing to 
Tommy, and calling him to him. • 

*^Oh, yes,” replied the young man, "we’ll take care 
of the little fellow, and see him sent safely back!” and 
took leave, promising to have another interview in the 
afternoon. About twelve o’clofck a negro boy came to 
the vessel with a tin pan covered with a towel, and pre¬ 
sented it to Cesar, for " Massa Cc|{>’en and buckra boy.” 
Cesar brought it aft and set it upon the companion. It 
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contained some rice^ a piece of bacon, corn-cake, and three 
sweet potatoes. « 

“Coai’se fare; but I can get along with it. Come, 
Tommy, I guess you’re hungry, as well as myself,” said 
the captain; and they sat down, and soon demolished the 
feast of Southern hospitality. About five o’clock in the 
evening, the young man not making his appearance, the 
captain sent Tommy ashore to inquire for him at the 
house, telling him (in order to test their feelings) that he 
could stop and get his supper. Tommy clambered ashore, 
and up the bank, wending his way to the house. The 
young man made his appearance, offering an apology for 
his delay and inattention, saying the presence of some 
very particular friends from Beaufort was the cause. “ My 
father, you are aware, owns this vessel, captain! You 
got a good diimer, to-day, by-the-bye,” said he. 

"Yes, we got along with it, but could have eaten 
more,” rejoined the captain. 

" Ah! bless me, that was the nigger’s fault. These 
niggers are such uncertain creatures, you must watch 
’em over the least thing. Well, now, captain, my father 
has sent you five dollars to pay your passage to 
Charleston 1” 

"Well, that’s a small amouht, but I’ll try and get 
along with it, rather than stop here, at any rate,” said 
the captain, taking the bill and twisting it into hie 
pocket, and giving particular charges in regard to taking 
care of the boy. That night, a little after sundown, 
he took passage in a downward-bound coaster, bade a 
long good-bye to the Edisto «.nd Colonel Whaley’s plan¬ 
tation, and arrived ix) Charleston the next night. On 
the following morning he presented himself to the agents, 
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who generouHly paid hibi all his demands, and expressed 
their regrets at the circumstance. Acting upon the smart 
of feeling, the captain inclosed the five-dollar bill and 
returned it to the sovereign Colonel Whaley.* 

* rtho Savonnali Itepuhlican, of the lltli Scptcmlxir, eajs, ‘'Wo have 
boon kindly furnished with the particulars of a duel which came off at 
Major Stark’s plantation, opposite this city, yesterday morning, between 
Colonel £. M. Whaley and E. £. Jenkins, of South Carolina.” Another 
paper stated that “ after a single e:ichangc of shots .... the affair 
terminated, but without a reconciliation.” The same Colonel Whaley! 
Either of these Journals might have given particulars more grievous, and 
equally as expressive of Southern life. They might have described a 
beautiful wife, a Northern lady, fleeing with her two children, to escape 
the abuses of a faithless husband—taking shelter in the Charleston Hotel, 
and befricTidcd by Mr. Jenkins and another young man, whose name we 
shall not mention—and that famous establishment surrounded by the 
.police on a Sabbath night, to guard its entrances—and slic dragged forth, 
and carried back to the home of unhappiness. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

THE HABEAS COB PUS. 

The Captain of the Jansoti hail settled his business, 
and was anxious to return home. He had dbue all in his 
power for Manuel; and, notwithstanding the able exertions 
of the consul were combined with his, he had effected 
nothing to relieve him. The law was imperative, and, if 
followed out, there was no alternative for him, except 
upon the ground of his j)roving himself entitled to a white 
man’s privileges. To do this would require an endless 
routine of law, which would increase his anxiety and 
suffering twofold. Mr. Grimshaw had been hear<i to say 
that, if an liaheas exyrpus were sued out, he should stand 
upon the technicality of an Act of the Legislature, refuse to 
answer the summons or give the man up. No, he would 
himself stand the teat upon the point of right to the 
JhotJbeas corpus; and, if he was committed for refusing to 
deliver up the prisoner, he wbuld take advantage of 
another Act of the Legislature, and, after remaining a 
length of time in jail, demand his I'elease according to 
the statutes. So far was Mr. Grimshaw impressed M|ith 
his own important position in the matter, and of the 
course which he should pursue, that he several times told 
the prisoners that he should be a prisoner among them in 
a few days, to jDartake pf the sa7ne fare. 

Judge Withers, however, saved him the necessity of 
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aucli imporlant trouble. To those acquainted with Judge 
Withers* it would be needless to dwell upon the traits of 
his character. To those who are not, we can say that 
his were feelings founded upon interest—^moving in the 
ibreiiM>st elements of secession—arbitrary, self-willed, and 
easily swayed by j^rejudice—a man known to the public 
and the bar for his frigidity, bound in his own opinions, 
and yielding second to the wishes and principles of none 
—fearful of his popularity as a judge, yet devoid of those 
sterling principles which deep jurists bring to their aid 
when considering important questions where life or 
liberty is at stake—a mind that would rather reinstate 
monai’chy than s]>read the blessings of a free Government. 
What ground have wo hero to hope for a favourable 
issue 1 

Thus when the consul apjdied for the writ of habeas 
corpus^ the right was lenittl him, notwithstanding the 
subject was heir-inherent to all the rights of citizenship 
and protection which the laws of his own nation could 
clothe him with. To show how this matter was treated 
by the press—^though wo are happy to say 1i»e feelings of 
the mercantile community are not reflected in it—^we 
copy the leader from the Scnithem Stamlaerdy a journal 
published in Charleston, tJhe editor of which professes to 
ixjpi’esent the conservative views ofra diminutive minority. 
Here it is :— 

“Charleston, April 23 , 1852 . 

“ ColmMred Semtmi and State Rights, 

“Our imdera have not foflrgotten the coiTespondence 
which some time since took pldce bitween his Excellency 
Governor Means and her British Majesty’s Consul, Mr. 



332 


MAXUEL PEREIRA. 


Mathew. We published in the Stamlard of the 5th 
December last the very temperate, dignified, af^d well- 
argued report of Mr. Mazyck, Chairman of the Si)ecial 
Committee of the Senate, to whom had been referred the 
message of the Governor, tmiismitting the correspondence. 
Ill our issue of the 16th December, we gave to our readers 
the able report of Mr. McCready, on behalf of the Com¬ 
mittee of the other House, on the same subject. 

'‘We have now to call the attention of the public to 
the fact, that the practical issue has been made, by which 
the validity of the laws in regard to coloured seamen 
arriving in our jjort is to be submitted to the judicial 
tribunals of the country. For ourselves, we have no fears 
for the credit of the State in such a controversy. The 
right of the State to control, by her own legislation, the 
whole subject-matter, can, as we think, by a full discus¬ 
sion, be e.stablishcd upon a Tfasis which, in the South at 
least, will never hei*eafter be questioned. If there be 
defects in the details of the regulations enacted, the con¬ 
sideration of them is now precluded, when the issue 
presented is the right of the State to act at all times in 
the premises. 

“The writ of Iwibem corpus was applied foi before 
Judge Withers, duiing the terln of tlie court which has 
just closed, by the British consul, through his counsel, 
Mr. Petigru, in behalf of one Manuel Pereira, a coloured 
sailor, who claims to be a PoHuguese subject, artic]||i to 
service on board an English brig driven into this port by. 
stress of weal^er ; the said Manuel . Pereira being then in 
jail uui^ the provisions of "the Act of the Legislature of 
this State passed in 1 1835, emendatory of the previous 
acts ou the subject. Judge Withers^ in compliance with 
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the requireiuentii of the Act of 18-1:4, refused the writ of 
habeas (mrjmsy and notice of appeal has been given. Thus 
is the issue ujjon us. 

“We have but one i-egret in the matter, and that is, 

t) i.it*the case made is one where the party asking his 
liberty has been driven into our hai*bour involuntarily. 
Great Britain, it is tnie, is the last power which should 
complain on this account, with her own example in the 
case of the J^nterjt^rise before her eyes; but we do not, 
we confess, fike this feature of the law. We have no 
doubt, however, that this fact being brought to the notice 
of the executive, it will inteifc*rc promptly to release the 
individual in the i)rc8eut case, provided the party petitions 
for the purpose, and engages at once to leave the State. 
But we shall see nothing of this. Mr. Manuel Pereira, 
like another John Wilkes, is to have settled in his person 
gi-eat questions of cojistitutional liberty. The posterity 
which in after-times shaH read of his voluntary martyr¬ 
dom and heroic self-sacrifice in the cause of sufiering 
humanity must be somewhat better informed than Mr* 
Pereira himself; foi* we observe that his clerkly skill 
did not reach the point of enabling him to subscribe his 
name to the petition for haheas corjms which is to figure 
so conspicuously in futido history, it being more primi¬ 
tively witnessed by his ttiark” * 

We are willing to give the legal gentleman who fills tho 
edj^rial chair of that journal credit for the singular 
emdition of his article. The question is, whether he 
intended it for a specimen of the^fniits of his deep thought 

u] )on human and national Itfw, or as a specimen of compo¬ 
sition ? His reasoning seems botIgBxpamding and reti:^- 
ing j and so unlimited in metaphor that it is impossible 
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to trace a sequence of ideas. Wo have given the article 
verbatim, but can inform the editor that ho has made 
some gross errors. A man taken from a dungeon, as it 
were, reduced to an emaciated skeleton, wearied with the 
dark prospect before him, and sick at heart thaUeach 
hope vanished in disappointment, he may have marked 
his name, and not disgraced that intelligence which the 
learned editor would have found him endowed with, had 
he taken the trouble of walking to the jail. A mark may 
to some indicate most lamentable ignoranV;e, and some 
men profit by it; while others mark themselves sad fools 
with wasted words. 

An appeal was taken from this refusal, and carried 
before the Appeal Court, sitting at Columbia, the caj)ital 
of the State. How was this treated ? Without enlisting 
common respect, it sustained the opinion of Judge Witlfers^ 
who was one of its constituted members. Under such 
a state of things, where all the avenues to right and 
justice were clogged by a popular will that set itself above 
law or justice, where is the unprejudiced mind that will 
charge improper motives in asking justice of the highest 
judicial tribunal in the country ? 

In the year 144o, a petition was presented, or entered 
on the rolls of the British Parliament, from the commons 
of two neighbouring ctiointies, praying the abatement of 
a nuisance which promised fearful interruptions to the 
peace and quiet of their hamlets, in consequence o^he 
number of attorneys having increased from eight to 
twenty-four, setting forth that attorneys were dangerous 
to the peace and happiness of a community, and praying 
that ihere should be 170 more than six attorneys for each 
county. The king granted the petition, adding a clause 
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which left it subject to the approval of the judges. Tiiue 
works Mighty contrasts. If those peaceable old commoners 
could have seen a piotui'e of the nineteentli centuiy, with 
its judiciary dotted upon the surface, they would ceiiainly 
hiiv^put the world down as a vciy unhapjiy place. The 
people of Charleston might now inquirq why they have 
.so much law and so little justice ? 
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CHAPTEIl XXIX. 

THE captain’s DEPAllTURE AND MANUEL’s RELEASE. 

i 

After remsiiniiig nearly three weeks in close contine- 
nient in a cell on the third storey, Manuei was allowed 
to come down and resume his position among the stewards, 
in the stewards’ cell.” There was a sad change of faces. 
But one of those he left was there ; and he, poor fellow ! 
was so changed as to he hut a wreck of what he was when 
Manuel was confined in the cell. 

After little Tommy left, the captain dcj[K)sited a sum 
of money with the jailer to supplj^ Manuel’s wants. The 
jailer i)erformed his duty faithfully, hut the fund was 
soon exhausted, and Manuel was foi’ced to appeal to his 
consul. With the care for its citizens that marks the 
course of that Government, aind the characteristic kind¬ 
ness of its representative in Charleston, the ap^jeal was 
promptly responded to. The consul attended him in 
person, and even provided from Ms own purse things neces¬ 
sary to mfiike him comfertahlc. Wo could not hut admire 
the nobleness of many acts bestowed upon this humble 
citizen through the consul, showing the attachmei^and 
faith of a Government to its humblest subject. The ques¬ 
tion now was, would the Executive release him 1 Mr. 
Grim^w had interposed strong objections, and made 
unwairantable staterg^ents in regard to his having been 
abandoned by his captain, the heavy expenses incurred 
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to maintain, the maii^ and questioning the validity of the 
BritislP consul’s right to protect him. Under the effect 
of these representations, the prospect began to darken, 
and Manuel became more discontented, and anxiously 
av'hited the result. 

In this position a {)etition was despatched to the 
Executive, asking that the man might be released, on 
the faith of the British Government that all expenses be 
paid, and h ■ immediately sent beyo]^d the limits of the 
State. * 

But we must return and take leave of Captain Thomp¬ 
son, before we receive the answer to the petition. The 
day fixed for his departure had arrived. He had all his 
pa[)ers collected, and arose early to take his accustomed 
walk through the market. It was a little after seven 
o’clock, and, as he approached the singular piece of wood¬ 
work that we have described in a previous chapter as the 
Charleston whipping-post, he saw a crowd collected around 
it, and negroes running to the scene, cryi^ out, ** Bwdvra 
gwine to get whip f huchra get *e back scrdttch P' &c.^ <fcc. 
He quickened his pace, and, arriving at the scene, elbowed 
his way through an immense crowd, until he came to 
where he had a fair view. Here, exposed to view, were 
six respectably-dressed wlite men, to be whipped according 
to the laws of South Carolina, '^^hich flog in the market 
for petty theft. Five of them were chained together, and 
the^ other scientifically secured to the machine, with hie 
bare back exposed, and Mr. Grimshaw (dressed with his 
hat and sword of office to make the dignity of the punish¬ 
ment appropriate) laying od the stripes with a big whip, 
and rising on tip-toe at each blow to add force, malriTig 
the flesh follow the lash. Standing around were about 

z 
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a dozen huge constables, with long-pointed ti|)staffs in 
their hands, while two others assisted in chaining and 
unchaining the prisoners. The spectacle was a barbarous 
one, opening a wide held for I’eflection. It was said that 
this barbarous mode of punishment was kept up as an 
example for the negroes. It certainly is a very singular 
mode of inspiring respect for the laws. 

He had heard much of T. Norman Gadsden, whose 
fame sounded for being the greatest' negro-seller in the 
country, yet he had not seen him, though he had witnessed 
several negro-sales at other places. On looking over the 
papers after breakfast, his eye caught a flaming advertise¬ 
ment with “ T. Norman Gadsden’s sale of negroes” at the 
head. There were plantation negroes, coachmen, house- 
servants, mechanics, children of all ages, with descriptions 
as various as the kinds. Below the rest, and set out with 
a glowing delineation, was a description of a i-emarkably 
fine young sem|)stress, very bright and very intelligent, 
sold for no fault. The notice should have added an 
exception, that the owner was going to get married. 

He repaired to the place at the- time designated, and 
found them selling an old plantation negro, dressed in 
ragged grey clothqs, who, after a few bids, was knocked 
down for three hundred and fifty dollars. “We will give 
tip-top titles to everything we sell here, to-day ; and, 
gentlemen, we shall now offer you the prettiest wench in 
town. She is too well-known for me to say more,” said 
the notorious auctioneer. 

A'number of the first citizens were present, and among 
them the captain recognise Colonel S-> who ap¬ 

proached and began tordescant upon the sale of the woman. 
“It’s a d—— -d shame to sell that girl, and that fellow 
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ought to be hung up,” said he, meaning the owner; and 
upon i^is he commenced giving -a history of the poor girl. 

" Where is she ? Bring hoi* along! Lord ! gentlemen, 
her very curls are enough to start a bid of fifteen hun- 
said the auctioneer. 

“ Go it, Gadsden, you’re a trump!” rejoined a number 
of voices. 

The poor girl moved to the stand, pale and trembling, 
as if« she ' as stepping upon the scaffold, and saw her 
executioni;i*sf around her. She was very fair and beautiful 
—there was something even in her gracefiil motions that 
enlisted admiration. Here she stood almost motionless 
for a few moments. 

“ Gentlemen, I ought to charge all of you seveiipence 
a sight for looking at her,” said the auctioneer. She 
smiled at the remark, but it was the smile of pain. 

“ Why don’t you sell the gii*l, and not bo dogging her 
feelings in this manner 1” said Colonel S— 

Bids continued in rapid succession from eleven hundred 
up to thirteen hundred and forty. A welLknown trader 
from Now Orleans stood iJehind one of the city brokers, 
motioning him at every bid, and she was knocked down 
to him. We learned her history, and know the sequel. 

The captain watched ler with mingled feelings of 2 >ain 
and regret, and would fiiin havd said, “ Good God ! and 
why art thou a slave ? No art could give thee more of 
beauty than thou hast, nor change that face with smiles 
of pensive love—^beaming with downcast j^ride, beneath 
those flowing tresses; no nature could have blessed thee 
more, or given of all that n&kes the love of woman; and 
yet thou canst not say those beauties are thine own— 
given by nature as the gifts of God, and by man stolen, 
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that the merchandise of lust may bring its price to servo 
the love of gold.” Beneath that swelling bosoA once 
burned a transient hope that cheered the transport of her 
bondage, and gave to fancied pleasure a fresh-bom spell 
of joy; but now man had melted it into sorrow, drop* by 
drop, like deadly poison, wasting away the threads of her 
life. 

The history of that unfortunate beauty may be compre¬ 
hended in a few words, leaving the reader to draw the 
details from his imagination. Her mother was a fine 
mulatto slave, with about a quarter Indian blood. She 
was the mistress of a celebrated gentleman in Charleston, 
who ranked among the first femilies, to whom she bore 
three beautiful children, the second of which is the one 
before us. Her father, although he could not acknowledge 
her, prized her highly, and unquestionably never intended 
that she should be considered a slave. Alice, for such 
was her name, felt the shame of her position. She knew 
her father, and was proud to descant upon his honour and 
rank, yet must either associate with negroes or ncibody ; 
for it would be the death of ‘ caaAb for a white woman, 
however mean, to associate with her. At the age of 
sixteen she became attached to a young gentleman of 
high standing but moderate means, and lived with him 
as his mistress. Her fitther, whose death is well known, 
died suddenly away from home. On administering on 
his estate, it proved that, instead of being wealthy, as was 
supposed, he was insolvent; and the creditors insisting 
upon the children being sold,41ice was purchased by 
compromise with the administrator, and retained by her 
lord imder a mortgage, the interest and prerfdum on 
which he had regularly paid fi>r more than four years. 
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Now that he was about to get married^ the excuse of the 
mortgage was the best pretext in the world to get rid 
of her. 

The heartlessness of such acts, and the true affection of 
thesp unfortunates, are proverbial. The association is an 
evil of great magnitude—^it destroys the natural aftections, 
s])rea(ls the seeds of licentiousness deep and broad, stiiking ' 
a deadly blow at the root of the social system, and causing 
it to. bear withered fruits of libertinism, and pro¬ 
voking malevolence in its worst form. 

All the pleasures that were strewn before liim on the 
first night, and the many voices that clamoured to bestow 
attention uj)on him, dwindled into the pei^jicctive of a 
dark si>eck, when contrasted with such exhibitions.' They 
were trinket sounds, without sentiment or feeling, over¬ 
shadowed by cold thought and feeling, priding in its 
stoicism, without exhibiting a warm or tender regard 
for human feelings. 

The captain turned from the scene with feelings that 
left deep impressions u|h>u his mind, and that afternoon 
took his de}>arture for* his Scottish home. 

Time passed heavily at the jail, and day after day 
Manuel awaited his late with anxiety. At every tap of 
the piison-beU he would spring to the door and listen, 
asserting that he heard the consul’s voice in every passing 
sound. Day after day the consul would call upon him 
and quiet his fears, re-assuring him that he was safe, and 
should not be sold as a slave. At length, on the seven¬ 
teenth day of May, after nearly two months’ imprison¬ 
ment, the glad news was received that Manuel Pereira 
was not to be sold, according to^tho statutes, but to be 
released upon payment of aU costs, <&c. <hc., and imme- 
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diatelj sent beyond the limits of the State. We leave it 
to the reader’s fancy to jncture the scene of joy»on the 
reception of the news in the “ stewards’ cell.” 

The consul lost no time in arranging his aifairs for him, 
and at five o’clock on the afternoon of the 17th of May, 
18-52, Manuel Pereira, a poor shipwrecked mariner, who, 
by tlic dispensation of an all-wise Providence, was cast 
upon the shores of South Carolina, and imj^risoned because 
hospitality to him was “contrary to laWy* was led forth, 
pale and emaciated, by two constables, thrust fato a closely- 
covered vehicle, and driven at full speed to the steamboat 
then awaiting to depart for New York. This is but a 
faint glimpse of the suffering to which coloured stewards 
are subjected in the Charleston jail.'"' 

* Thoro were no les^ than siity-tlireo casos of coloitrcil soaincn im¬ 
prisoned on Ihia charge of “contrary to law,” during the calendar year 
otiding on the twelfth of September, 1852. And now that abuses had 
become so glaring, a fcwgonllemcnmadca ropresentatiun of the wretched 
prison regimen to his Excellency Governor Means, who, as if just awoke 
from a dream that had lasted a generation, addressed a letter to the At¬ 
torney-General, dated on the 7th of September, 1852, requesting a 
statement in regard to the jail—^how many prisoners there were confined 
on the 12th day of September, under senteneq. and awaiting trial, the 
nature of offences, who committed by, and how long thoy had awaited 
trial ; what the cost of the jail was, how much was paid by prisoners, and 
how much by the State, &c. &c. In that statement, the number of 
coloured seamen was, for reasaus best known to Mr. Grimshaw, kept out 
of the statement; so also was the difference between thirty cents and eight 
cents a day, paid for the ration for each man. The real statement showed 
a bounty to the sheriff of fourteen hundred and sixty-throe dollars on the 
provisions aUme—a sad premium upon misery. Now, add to this a 
medium amount for each of these sixty-three saUora,and wc have between 
eight and mine hundred dollars mor^, which, with sundry jaQ-fees and 
other cribbago-monej, makes the Charleston jail a nice little appendage 
to the sheriff's office, and wilf fully arcount for the tenacity with which 
those functionaries cling to the “ o2if Bystem.." 
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We conclude the bills by giving Manuel’s as it stands 
upon the books :— 

Cwitrary to Lmo. 

Xbritish brig Jamm^ \ For Manuel Pereira, Coloured 
Capt. Thonii)son. 3 Seaman. 

1852. To Sheriff of Charleston District. 

May 15th. To Arrest, dols. 2 ] Register, dols. 2 4.00 dols. 
„ ^iccog., dol. 1.31; Constable, dol. 1 2.31 „ 

„ Commitment and Discharge . l.UO „ 

„ Fifty-two days’ maintenance of 
Manuel Pereira, at 30 cents per 
day . 15.G0 


22.81.dols. 

Received payment, 

J. D-> S. C. D. 

Per Charles Kanaj>^ux, Clerk.” 

This amount is exclusive of all the long scale of law- 
charges and attorney’s fees that were incuri*ed, and is 
entirely tlie peixiuisittf of {he sheriff. 

Kow, notwithstanding that high-souniding clamour 
about the laws of South Carolina which every South 
Carolinian, in the redundance of his feelings, strives to 
impress you with the sovereignty of its justice, its sacred 
rights, and its pre-eminent reputation, we never were ig. 
a country or community where the privileges of a certain 
class were so much abused. Everything is made to 
conserve popular favour, giving to those in influence 
power to do what they please with a destitute class, 
whether they be white or black. Oflldal departmmits 
are turned into de{)6ts for miserable espionage, where 
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the most unjust schemes are practised upon those whose 
voices cannot be heard in their own defence. A 
magistrate is clothed with, or assumes a power that is 
almost absolute, committing them without a hearing, and 
leaving them to waste in jail; then i-eleasing them b^#re 
the court sits, and charging the fees to the State; or 
releasing the poor prisoner on receiving “ black mail” for 
the kindness ; giving one man a ]ieace-warrant to oppress 
another whom he knows cannot get bail; and where a 
man has served out the penalty of the crime for which he 
was committed, give a peace-waiTant to his adversary 
that he may continue to vent his spleen upon him. In 
this manner, we have known a man who had served 
seven months’ imprisonment for assault and battery, by 
an understanding between the magistrate and the plain¬ 
tiff, continued in jail for several years upon a peace- 
warrant, issued by the magistrate from time to time, 
until, at length, he shot himself in jail. The man was a 
peaceable man, and of a social temperament. He had 
been offered the alternative of leaving the State; but he 
scorned to accept it. To show that we are coiTCct in 
what we say respecting some of the Charleston officials, 
we insert an article which aj^peared in the C7ia/rle8ton 
Courier of Sept. 1, 1862 :— < 

[For the Cov/rier.'] 

“ Many of the quiet and moral portion of our com¬ 
munity can form no adequate conception of the extent to 
which those who sell liquor and otherwise trade with our 
slaves are noiw plying thein illegal .and demoralising 
traffic. At no period^ within our recollection has it 
prevailed to such an alarming extent 3 at no period has 
its influence upon our slave population been more 
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palpable or more dangerous; at no {period has the 
municipal administiutiou been so wilfully blind to these 
corrupt pmctices, or so lenient and forgiving when such 
practices are exposed. . . . 

“.We have heard it intimated that, when General 
Schnierle is a candidate for the mayoralty, they are 
regularly assessed for means to defray the expenses of 
the canvass. Instances arc not wanting where amounts 
of money are paid monthly to General Schnierle’s police 
as a reward for shutting their eyes and closing their lii>s 
when milawful proceedings are in progress. We have 
at this moment in our possession a certificate from a 
citizen, sworn to' before Mr. Giles, the magistrate, de¬ 
claring that he, the deijonent, heard one of the city 
police-officera (Sharlock) make a demand for money upon 
one of thesis shop-kee})ers, and })romised that, if he would 
pay him five doUai’s at stated intervals, 'none of the 
police-officers would trouble him.’ This affidavit can be 
seen, if inquired for, at this office. Thus bribery is 
added to guilt; ajid those who should enforce the laws 
are made auxiliaries* in ’their violation. Said one of 
these slave-destroyers to us, ^General Schnierle suits us 
very well. I have no trouble with Geneiul Schnierle’— 
remarks at once repugnaht and suggestive. ... We are 
told by one that Mr. Hutchinsoft, when in i^ower, fined 
him heavily (and, as he thought, unjustly) for selling^ 
liquor to a slave ; hence he would not vote for him. An 
additional reason for this animosity toward Mr. Hutchin¬ 
son arises from the fact that the names of offenders were 
always published during thfA gentleman’s administration, 
while under that of General Schi^erle they are screened 
from public view. On any Sunday evening, light may 
be seen in the shops of these dealers. If the passer-by 
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will for a few luomeuts stay his course, he will witness 
the ingress and egress of negroes; if he ai)proaeh the 
doof, lie will hear noise as of card-playing and revelry 
within. And this is cairied on uiihhisliingly; is not- 
confined to a shop here and a shop there, but may *be 
observed throughout the city. The writer of this ai’ticle, 
some Sundays since, witnessed from his upjier window a 
scene of revelry and gambling in one of these drinking- 
shops which will scarcely be credited. A party of 
negroes were seen around a card-table, ^th money 
beside them, engaged in betting; glasses of licpior woto 
on the table, from which they ever and anon regaled 
themselves, with all the noTiclutkiiioe- and affected man¬ 
nerism of the most fashionable blades of the hatm mondr. 

This may not be a ‘ desecration of the Sabbath’ by 
the municijial authorities themselves, but they are assu¬ 
redly responsible for its profanation. Appointed to guax,*rl 
the public morals, they arc assuredly censurable if licen¬ 
tiousness is suffered to run its wild career unnoticed and 
unchecked. We do not ask to be believed. We would 

t ' 

prefer to have sceptical rather thSiii credulous readei*s. 
Wo should prefer that all would arise from the perusal 
of this article in doubt, and determine to examine for 
themselves. We believe in the strength and sufiiciency 
of ocular proof, and couli investigation. . . . 

, “We are abundantly repaid if we succeed in arousing 
2 >ublic attention to the alarming and dangerous condition 
of our city. . . . Let inquiry be entered into. We 
boldly challenge it. It will lead to other and more 
astonishing developments than those we have revealed. 

« 

(Signed) “A Besponsible Citizen.” 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Manuel’s aiirival in new york. 

When wo left Manuel, he was being hurried on board 
the steaiiisl ip, as if he was a bale of infected goods. 
Through tli j kindness of the clerk in the consul’s office, 
he was provided with a little box of stores to supply his 
wants on the passage, as it was known that he would 
have to ‘’go forward.” He soon found himself gliding 
over Charleston bar, and took a last look of what to 
him had been the city of injustice. On the afternoon of 
the second day, he was sitting upon the forward deck 
eating an orange that liad been given to him by the 
stciward of the ship, probably as a token of sympathy 
for his sickly appearance, when a number of passengers, 
acting upon the infjnnation of the clerk, of the ship, 
gathered around him. One gentleman from Philadelphia, 
who .seemed to take more intcre.st in the lUau than any 
other of the passciigew, expressed his indignation in 
no ineasurc<l teiius, that such, a man should be ini> 
prisoned as a slave. “ Take care,” said a bystander, 
‘•therc’.s a good many Southerners on board.” 

“ I don’t care if every slaveholder in the South wa.s 
on board, holding a knife at my throat j I’m on the 
broad ocean, where God sjireads the breezes of freedom 
that man cannot enslave,” said he, sitting down beside 
Manuel, and getting him to recount the details of his 
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shipwreck and irnprisoiinieiit. The number iiici-eased 
around him^ and all listened with attention until he 
had* concluded. One of the spectators asked him if he 
would have something good to eatj but he declined; 
pulling out the little box that the consul had eOnt 
him, and, opening it before them, showed it to be well 
stored with little delicacies. 

The Philadelphian motioned that they take up a 
subscription for him, and almost simultaneously took 
his hat off and began to ])ass it aroimd; but Manuel, 
mistaking the motive, told them that he never yet 
sought charity—^that the consul had paid him his wages, 
and he had money enough to get home. But if he did 
not accept their contributions, he had their sympathies 
and their good wishes, which were more prized by him, 
because they were contrasted with the cold hospitality 
he had suffered in Charleston. 

On the morning of the twentieth he arrived in New 
York. Here things wore a different aspect. There 
were no constables fettering him with irons, aggravating 
his feelings, and dragging him* to a miserable cell over¬ 
run with vermin. He had no scientific ordeal of the 
statutes to pass through, requiring the measure of his 
form and features ; and he was *a man again, with life 
and liberty, and the dark dread of the opprejisor’s power 
far from him. He went to his comfortable boarding¬ 
house, and laid his weary limbs down to rest, thanking 
God that he could now sleep in peace, and awake to 
lil>erty. His system was so reduced that he was unable 
to do duty, although he was* anxious to proceed on his 
way to join the old ewners, but wanted to work his 
way in the capacity of steward. Thus he remained in 
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New York more than four weeks, gaining vigour and 
strength, and with a lingering hope that he should meet 
hLs little companion. • 

• He did not forget Jane’s kindness during his im¬ 
prisonment ; and, by the return of the steamer, sent her 
a dashy calico dress, and a dozen bandanas of the 
choicest colours—a great many good wishes, and happy 
deliverances for those he left in prison, and a hea/p o' 
how 'di for the old folks. 

On the List of June, being well i-ecruited, he sailed 
for Liveri)ool, and, after a remarkably calm passage 
of thirty-four days, arrived in the Mersey, and in forty- 
eight hours more the ship was safely within the Princess’ 
Dock, and all hands ready to go on shore. In the same 
dock was a ship taking in cargo and passengers for 
Charleston, South Carolina. Manuel went on board, and 
found, in conversation with the steward, that she had 
sailed from that port on the 23rd of May. A short con¬ 
versation disclosed that they had been old shipmates from 
the Thames, on board of the Indiaman, Lord WiUicit/in 
Bentitickf and were on board of that ship when an unfor¬ 
tunate circumstance.occuired to heron entering a British 
North American port, many years ago. Here they sat 
recomiting the many adf^entures through which they had 
passed since that period, the ship.^ they had sailed in, the 
sufferings they had gone through, and the narrow escape.*^ 
they had had for their lives, until past midnight 
Manuel wound up by giving a detailed account of his suf¬ 
ferings in Charleston. 

What!” said the stewarti of the Charleston ship, “then 
you must have known our cabin-boy; he belonged to the 
same vessel?” 
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What was his name ?” inquired Manuel. 

“ Tommy Ward ! and as nice a little fellow «,s ever 
ser^’ed the cabin. Poor little fellow, we could hardly get 
him across.” , 

“ Gracious ! that’s my Tommy,” said Manuel. “WJhtere 
is he ? He loves me as he does his life, and would run to 
me as a child would to his father. Little as he is, he has 
been a friend through iny severest trials, ami a conij[iauion 
in my pleasures. But it cannot be him, for he was full of 
cheerfulness and hearty when we parted.” * 

“ Here ! you may know him by this; he pulled it 
from his neck and gave it to me to keep for him when 
we were mid-way across. It seemed a keepsake.” Thus 
saying, the steward drew from his pocket the silver 
crucifix and necklace which Manuel had given him in 
the South. 


Manuel stared at it for a mome]|j|}, and then grasping 
it from the steward’s hand, he exclaimed, “This has 


been my guide through the trials of the ocean and the 
land ! I gave it to my little companion, and now it 
calls me to the hardest trial of«ny life. This is the 
certainty ! It is him. Tell me whqjFe I shall find him 1” 

“ Ah, poor child ! I’m afraid you wouldn’t know him 
now. He has suffered much sinbe you saw him.” 

“ Is he not aboard ? •Whore can I find him 2” inquired 
Jdanuel hastily. 

“ No, he is not aboard ; he is at the hospital in 

- street. Go there to morrow, and you will find 

him.” 
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THE SCENE OF ANGUISH. 

We are sorry tliat, having traced the details of our 
nariutive asf they occuiTe,d, without adding for dramatic 
effect, we arc constrained to conclude with a picture at 
once j)ainful and harrowing to the feelings. We do this 
that we may he sustained by records in what we have 
stated, rather than give one of those more popular con¬ 
clusions which restore happiness and relieve the reader’s 
feelings. 

Manuel retired t(^'s berth, full of meditation. His 
little companion was oefore him, pictured in his child-like 
innocence and playfiilness. He saw him in the youthful 
zeal and freshness of the night when he brought the well¬ 
laden haversack into diis dreaiy cell, and which kind act 
was repaid by a night of suffering in the guard-house. 
There was too much of life and buoyancy ia the picture 
his imagination called uf>, to reconcile the bdief that any¬ 
thing serious had befallen him ; and yet the man spoke in 
a manner that aroused the intensity of his -feelings. 
was a whisper full of fearful forebodings, and filled his 
mind with anxious expectation. He could not sleep; 
the anxiety of his feelings had awakened a neiwous rest¬ 
lessness that awaited the •return of morning with im¬ 
patience. • 

Morning came. He proceeded to the hospital and 



352 


MANUEL PERETRA. 


rang the bell. An aged gentleman came to the door, and, 
to his questions about Tommy being there, ans'wsred in 
the'affirmative, and called an attendant to show him the 
ward in which the little s\ifferer lay. He followed tlw 
attendant, and, after ascending several flights of staftra, 
and following a dark, narrow passage nearly to its end, 
was shown into a small, single room on the right. The 
result was suggestive in the very atmosphere, which had 
a singular effect upon the senses. The room, newly- 
w-hitewashed, was darkened by a green curtaiil tacked over 
the frame of the window. Standing near the window 
were too wooden-stools and a little table, upon which 
burned the faint light of a small taper, arranged in a 
cup of oil, and shedding its feeble flickers on the evidences 
of a sick-chamber. There, on a little, narrow cot, lay the 
death-like form of his once joyous companion, with the 
old nurse sitting beside him, watc||ng his last pulsation. 
Her arm encircled his head, whil^is raven locks curled 
over his forehead, and shadowed the beauty of innocence 
even in death. 

“ Is he there 1 is he there ?”'inquired Manuel in a low 
tone. At the same time a low, gurgling noise sounded 
in his ears. The nurse started to her feet as if to inquire 
for what he came. “He is ifly companion—^my com¬ 
panion,” said Manuel, t 

, It was enough. The woman recognised the object of 
the little sufferer’s anxiety. “ Ah 1 it is Manuel. How 
often he has called that name for the last week!” 

He ran to the bedside and grasped his little fleshless 
hand as it lay upon the white sheet, bathing hnr^old 
brow with kisses of gript Life was gone—^the spirit had 
winged its way to the God who gave it. Thus closed 
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the life of poor Tommy Ward. He died aa one resting 
in a salm sleep, far from the boisterous sound of the 
ocean’s tempest, with no proud words to sound his*last 
^xit, but Qod’s love to shield his spirit in another and 
blighter world. 


CONCLUSION. 

In a preceding chapter, we left the poor boy on the 
plantation 5f Colonel Whaley, affected by a pulmonary 
disease, the seeds of which were planted on the night he 
was confined in the guard-house, and the signs of gradual 
decay evinced their symptoms. After Captain Williams 
—^for such was the name of the captain of the Thfree 
Siatera —^left the plantation, no person appeared to care 
for him \ and on the second day he was attacked with a 
fever, and sent to on^of the negro cabins, where an old 
mulatto woman took care of him and nursed him as well 
as her scanty means would admit. The fevor continued 
for seven days, when he became convalescent and able to 
walk out; but feeling that he was an incMmbnmce to 
those around him, he packed his clothes mto a little 
bundle and started for Charleston on foot. He reached 
that city after four days* traveUing over a heavy, sandy 
road, subsisting upon the charity of poor negroes, whom 
he found much more ready to supply his wants than thew 
opulent planters. One night he was compelled to make 
a pillow of his little bundle^ and lay down in a com-shed, 
where the planter, aroused by the noise of his dogs, 
whiih were confined in a *kennel, came with a lantern 
and two negroes and discovered him. At fiirst he ordered 
him off, and threatened to set the dogs upon him if he 

3 \ 
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did not instantly comply with the order ; but hia inise' 
rable appearance aftecteil the planter, and beforerfie had 
gone twenty rods one of the negroes overtook him, and 
said his master had sent him to bring him back. 
rctnnied, and the negro made him a coarse bed in^his 
cabin, and gave him some hominy and milk. 

His hopes to see Manuel had buoyed him up through 
every fatigue ; but when he arrived, and was informed at 
the jail that Manuel had left three days before, his dis¬ 
appointment was extreme. A few days aftVir he shipped 
as cabin-boy on Imaitl a shi}» ready for sea and bound to 
Liverpool. Scai-cely half-way across, he was compelled 
to resign himself to the sick-list. The disease had struck 
deep into his system, and was rapidly wasting him away. 
The sailors, one by one in turns, watched over him with 
tenderness and care. As soon as the ship arrived, he 
was sent to the hospital, and therQ he breathed his last 
as Manuel entered the sick-chamber. We leave Manuel 
and a few of his shipmates following his remains to the 
last resting-place of man. 
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Since the turegciii)[( was written^ (iovernor Means, in liis message to 
the Legisljitnre of South Carolina, refora to the laws under which 
“coloured seameu'’ are imprisoned. We make the subjoined extract, 
showing that insists ujMiu its being continued in force, on Die ground 
of “ self'presei uition”—a right which shipowners will please regard 
for the protection of their own interests :— 

” 1 feel it my duty to call youi||i,ttention to certain proceedings which 
have grown out of the enforcement of that law of our State whidi 
requires ttm Sheriff of Charleston to seize and imprison coloured seamen 
who are hriiught to that port. You will remember that the British 
Consul iiddresscd a communication to the Lcgislatiire in Decemlwr, 1850, 
on the subject of a modiheation of this law. A committee vras ap¬ 
pointed by the House and Senate to report upon it at the next session of 
the Legislature. These committees rc])orted adverse to any modification. 
On the 24th March, 1852, Miuiacl Peroira was imprisoned in accitrdance 
with the law alluded ti>. The vessel in which he sailed was driven into 
the iH>rt of Charleston in distress. This was looked upon as a favourable 
3a.se upon wdiich to make an issue, as so strong an element of symxmthy 
was connected with it. Accordingly, a motion wa.s made l^eibi'e J udge 
Withers fur a writ of Jtxibe^ corpus, which was refu.sed by him. These 
proceedings were instituted by the British Consul, it is aaid, under in¬ 
structions from his Government, to test the constitutionality of the Act. 

I think it here proper to state that Pereira was at perfect liberty to 
depart a.t any moment that he could get a vessel to trauspcAi him beyond 
the limits of the State. In truth, in consideration of the tact that his 
coming into tlie State was involuntary, th| SheritF of Charleston, with 
his characteristic kindness, i)rocared for him a place in a ship about to 
sail for Liverpool. Early in April Pereira was actually released, and* 
on his way to the ship, having himself Signed the shipiiiug articles, 
when, by interposition of the British Consul, he was again consigned to 
the oustody of the sheriff. A few days after this the British Consul 
insisted no longer on his detention, hut voluntarily paid his jtassivge to 
New York. This was looked upon as an abandonment of that case. 
The sfeatemeut of Mr. Yates, togeftier with the letter of the British 
Consul, are herewith transmitted. 

“ Wliile these proceedings were pending, {ke Sheriff of Charleston had 
my mstructions not to give up the prisoner, even if a writ of habita 
corpus had been granted. I consider^ tliat the Act of 1844, entitled, 
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* An Act more effectually to prevent Negroes and oilier Persons of Colour 
from entering into tills State, and for other purposes/ mode it^mj duty 
to do so. 

On the 19t1i May Beuben Bolierts, a coloured seaman, a native uf 
Nassau, arrived in the steamer Clyde, from Baracoa. The Sheriff of 
Charleston, in conformity with the law of the State, which has lieen ifi 
force since 1823, arrest^ and lodged him in the district jail, whec^ he 
was detained until the 26th of May, when, the Clyde being ready to 
sail, Boberts was put on board, and sailed the same day. 

** On the 9th of June a writ in trespass for assault and false imprison¬ 
ment, from the Federal Court, was served upon Sheriff Yates, laying 
the damage at 4000 dollars. 

** The Act of 1844, 1 take it, was intended to prevent all interference 
on the part of any power on the face of the earth with<the execution of 
tills police regulation, which is so essential to the peace and safety of 
our community. Had the Legislature which passed it ever dxeamed 
tliat the sheriff was to be subjected^ the annoyance of being draggctl 
before the Federal Court for doing lus duty under a law of tiie Sj^ate, 1 
am sure it would have provided for his protection. As no such provi¬ 
sion has been made for so unexpected a contingency, I recommend tliat 
you so amend this Act of 1844 that it may meet any case that may arise. 

*‘It is certainly wrong to tolerate this interference with the laws 
<*nacted for the protection of our institution. In the general distribu¬ 
tion of fjower between the Federal and State Governments, the right 
to make their own ])olice regulations was clearly reserved to the States. 
In fact, it is nothing more nor less than the right of sdf-pi'eaervcaion 
—a right whidi is above all constitutions, and above all laws, and one 
which never was, nor never will be, abandoned by a iicojile who are 
worthy to be free. It is a right which has never yet been attempted 
to be denied to any jieople, except to .ns. 

**The complaint against this law is vei^ strange, and the attempt to 
bring us in conflict with the General Government on account of it is 
still more remarkable; when, so far from its being at variance with 
the laws of the United States, it is only requiring the State authorities 
to enforce an Act of Congress, approved February 28th, 1803, entitled, 

* An Act to prevent the importation of certfun persons into certmn States, 

where, by the laws thereof theii* importation is prohibited.* By 
referring to this Act, yon will see that the plaintiff in the action alluded 
to was prohibited by it from entering into this State. I deem it un¬ 
necessary, however, to enter fully into the argument. If any doubt 
should be entertained by you, as to its constitutionality, I beg leave to 
refer to the able opinion of the Hon. J. McPherson Berrien, delivered 
at the time he was Attorney-General of the United States, which I 
herewith send you. * 

* ‘ On the subject of the modification of this law, 1 am free to say thati 
when her B. M.'s Govemiiient, through its consul, made a respectful 
request to our LegiBlatnre to t^t effect, I was ancons that it should lie 
made. It was with pleasure that I transmilted his first communication 
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tu the last Legislature. I would have made a recomnieudation of its 
modification a special point in my first message, but tiiat I thought it 
indelicate to do so, as the matter was already before tlie Legislature, 
and committees liad been appointed to report upon it. Another reason 
for the neglect of this recommendation was the then excited state of 
f)arty politics, which might have precluded the possibility of a calm 
cotviideration of the subject. But for the proceeflings instituted in the 
premises, I would even now recommend a modification of the law, so 
as to require Uiptains to confine their coloure<l seamen to tiieir vessels, 
and to prevent their landing under heavy penalties. For while I think 
the State has a perfect right to pass whatever laws on this subject it 
may deem necessary for its safety, yet the spirit of the age requures 
that, while they should be so formed as to be adequate to our protection, 
they should be a* the same time as little offensive as possible to other 
nations with wTiom we have friendly relations. But since an attempt 
has been mode to defy our laws, and bring us in conflict with the 
Federal Goveiiiment, on a subject upon wliich we are so justly sensitiye, 
our own self-respect demands that we should not abate one jot or tittie 
of titet law, which was (aiacted to protect ns from the influence of 
ignorant incendiaries.” 

We arc under many obligations to Gbvemor Means for liis remarks 
upon this subject. We esteem his character too highly to entertain an 
idea that he would knowingly make an incorrect statement; but, with 
a knowledge of the facts, we can assure him that he was misled by 
those whom he depended upon for infitrmation; and also, though his 
name deserves to stand pre-eminent among the good men of Carolina 
for recurring to that inghtful state of tilings which - exists in the 
Charleston prison, that he did not receive a correct statement in regard 
to it. In this want, his remarks lose much of their value. Subjects 
and grievances exist there which he should know most and yet he 
knows least, because he intrusts them to the caretah»’9, who make 
abuses their medium of profit. 

Under the influence of that exceedingly suspicious, and yet ex¬ 
ceedingly credulous diaracteristlc of a people, few know the power that 
is working beneath the sunshine of South Carolina, and tiiose who do 
stand upon that slave-worn ostentation which considers it beneath 
notice. , 

We have no interest nor feeling beyond that of humanity, and a right 
to expose the mendacity of those who have power to exercise it over th^ 
prisoners in Charleston. That mendacity has existed too long for the 
honour of that community, and for the feelings of those who have 
suffered under it. 

It may be true that this case was considered a fiiivonrable one to try 
the issue upon; but no elements of sympathy were sought by the 
consul. That functionary to whom the governor has attributed 
racteristic kindness” said, in our presence and we have the testimony 
of others to confinn what we say, that, ii Judge Withers had granted 
the lUtdeaa corpus^ he would not have given up the prisoner, but rather 
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gone to jail and suffere<l the same regimen witli tlie prisonei’s. Had 
he tried the ac(k)mm(xlatiuus, he would have found tlie “piufits’' inoi'e 
than necessary to u})})ease common hunger. e 

Tlie governor says, “Pereira was at liberty to depart at any moment 
that lie ci>iild get a vessel to transport him beyond the limits of the 
State.” How are we to I’econeile this with the following sentence,, 
which apt)ears in the next imrugraph : “ Wlule these proceedings w;ere 
pending [uLcaniufj tke action imsfitiUed by the connul to rdeuae the *pn~ 
8oner\ the Sheriff of Charleston had my instructions not to give up 
the prisoner, even if a writ of habeas corpm had been granted ?” 
According to tliis, the sherilf iissnmccl a pow'er indeix^uileut of and 
above tlie governor’s prerogative. We have attempted to ])icture the 
force of this in our work, and to show that there are official abuses 
cloakal by au konoumhle dishonesty^ assimilating to that wliicli dig* 
uifleb the business of the local factor and vendor of luflnan property, 
and which should be stayed by the jiower of tlie Executive. 

The singular fact presents itself that, while Judge Witlicrs was deli- 
lioratiug ufKut the qiiestiou of granting the habeas corpus, the pro- 
ceediugs pending, and the governor’s instructions to tlie contrary Ipfore 
him, the sheriff takes it uihui liimself to smuggle the prisoner out of 
port. Now, what was the object of this secret and concerted movement 
Was it ‘ ‘ kindness” oii the i>art of tliat functionary', who has gresped 
every pretence to enforce this law ! We think not. TJie reitder will 
not rerpiire any extended comments from us to explain the motive; yet 
we witnessed it, and cannot leave it without a few remarks. 

It is well kuowu that it has befui the aim of tiiat functionary whose 
. ^^characteristic kindness" has not failetl to escape the governor’s notice 
to thwart the consul in all his proceedings. In this instance, he 
engaged the services of a “sliippiug-inaster” as a pretext, and with 
liim was about to send the man away when his ])reseuce was essential 
to test his right to the habeas corpus, .and at,this very time, more than 
two mouths’ wages, due liim from the owners, lay in the hauds of the 
consul, ready to be jiaid on his release. 

The nefarious design s})caks for itself. 

Tlie consul w'as informed of the proceeding, and very projierly refused 
to submit to such a violation of authority, intended to afluul his pro* 
ceediugs. He pux-ferred t<i await tlie *Uest," demanding the prisoner’s 
release tliroiigh the proper authorities. That release, instead of beuig 
“ a few days after tins,” as the message sets forth, was not effected 
until the Afteenth of May. 

Let the governor institute an inquiry into the treatment of these 
men by the officials, and the prison regimen, and he will find the tioith 
of wliat we have said. Public opiniun will not credit Jiis award of 
“ characteristic kindness” to those wdiu set up a paltry pretext as au 
apblug;^' for their wrong*doing. * 

If men are to lie imprisoned upon this singular corntmetion of law 
(which is no less than annid^ the fears of South Carolina), is it any 
nunre than just to ask that she should imy for it, instead of imposing it 
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^ipoTi ianooent i)er8ons ? Or, t<i say the least, to make sueli comfort¬ 
able provision fur them os is made in the |>oi't of Savannah, and give 
them what they paif for, instead of charging thirty cents a day for 
their board, and making twenty-two of tliat ])rofit ? • 

Had the governor referred to the ^^characteristic kindness'' of the 
failer, his remarks would have been bestowed upon a worthy man, who 
iia^^ been a father to those unfortunates who chanced within the turn of 
his ^ey. 

In another part of his message, commenting upon the existence of 
disgrac.eful criminal laws, the management and wretclied state of 
prisims, he says, *‘Thc Attorney-General, at my request, lias drawn 
up a report on the subject of prisons and prison-discipline.” Now, if 
such were tlie facts, the reports would be very imperfect to be drawn 
up by one who oever visits the prisons. 

We are welf aware that he culled for this report, and further that 
the Attorney-General, in a letter to the sherilf (of which we have a 
coi»>), propounded numerous questions in regard to the jail, calling for 
a .stiitemcnt in full, particularly the amount of fees paid to certain 
fuiujtionarics ; those charged t«> the State ; and the average number of 
prisoners fier mouth, from Sept. 1851 to Sept. 1852, &c. &c. That 
letter was transmitted to the jailer a man whose character and inte¬ 
grity is well known, and above reprfwicb in Charleston—with a request 
that he would make out his rejiort. He drew' up liis report in 
ac'-oidance with the calendar and the facts, but that report w'as not 
submitted. Why was it not .mbmitted ? Simidy because it show’cd 
the profit of starving men in South Carolina prisons. 

We have the evidence in our ])oaaes.sion, and can show the Executive 
that he has been misled. We only ask him to call for the mitfinal 
.statement, made out in the jailer^s haudwriting, and compare it with 
the calendar ; and when he has done that, let ns ask. Why the average 
of prisoners per month dqes not correspond? and why the enormous 
amount of fws accruing from upw'ard of “coloured seamen,” 
imprisoned during tlic year, and entered upm the calendar contrary 
to lasfff" was not included ? 

It is a very unhealthy stjit^of things, to mj the lejist; but, as the 
sheriff considers it his (»wn, perhaps we have no right to meddle w'ith it. 

011 this clamour about the btid influvicc of “coloured seamen” is 
kept up by a set of mendicant ofiicials who harvest upm the fees, 
and fa^ to naught, when, at certain hours of the day during theiu 
imprisonment, they are allowed to associate wdth “bad niggers,” 
committed for criminal offences and side. If their presence is 
“dangerous,” it certainly wouhl be more dangerous in its connexion 
with criminals of the femed class. 

Take away the fees—the merc|^ntile community wall not murmur, 
and the offidal yeadry will neither abuse nor trouble themselves about 
enfor^g the law to imprison freemen. 
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** Charleston SoiUhem l^andard” December 5, 1851, rei^ectinf/ 

THE LAW OF COLOURED SEAMEN. 


[At the request, and in order to gratify tDie feelings of those who 
have taken an interest in the repeal of the laws imprisoning coloured 
seamen in tlie Slave States, we have inserted the correspondence 
between Mr. Mathew, her Britannic Majesty's Consul, and the Giovem* 
meat of South GaroUna, leaving the r^er to judge of the manner in 
which he was treated by the au^orities.] 

The Special Committee to whom were referred the 

message of his Excellency the Governor, transmitting 

communications received by him from Gteorge B. Mathew, 

Esq., her Britannic Majesty's Consul for the States of 

North and South Carolina, relative to the law of this 

State, to prevent free negroes and other persons of colour 

from entering into it, ask leave respectfrlly to make the 

following * 

REPORT. 

« 

The grounds of complaint suggested by her Majesty’s Consul, againsi 
tbe law. in question, are substantially as follows :— 

1st. That it takes from under the protection of the British flag, and 
imprisons in the common jails until the vessels in which they come are 
ready to depart, a class of her M^est/s subjects entering into the ports 
of &uth Oairolina tinder the security of the tr^ty of commerce- 
between bsr Mioesty wid the United ^tates, in pursuit of lawful com- 
msroe, or in distress, thereby violating one of tiie provisions of the 
treaty, which is the supreme j|i,w of the hmd. 

2nd. That it bears with peculiar hardship and inequality upon her 
Miyesty’s West Indian Colonies, which mainly depend for their supplies. 



COHKESPONDENCE. 


361 


of lumber, provisions, an4 other material artides, upon their trade 
with the United States, which is carried on in small vessels, chiefly 
manned t)y coloured crews, and for which the ports of North and South 
Garolina are especially suitable. * 

flrd. That it conflicts with the general principle of international law ^ 
that police or municipal regulations, co-existent witli treaties, should 
exteud to foreigners tlie same restrictions, and no more, which are 
applied to natives or subjects of the same class or calling. 

The first article of the treaty declares that “there shall be between 
the territories of the United States of America and all the territories of 
her Britannic Majesty in Europe a reciprocal liberty of commerce. 
The inhabitants of the two countries respectively shall have liberty, 
freely and secure’ v to come with their shijm and cargoes to all such 
places, ports, rivers, in the territories aforesaid, to which other 
foreigners are permitted to come, to enter into the same, and to remain 
and reside in any part of the said territories resijectively ; also, to hire 
and occupy houses and warehouses, for the purposes of their commerce ; 
and, generally, the merchants and traders of each nation, respectively, 
shall enjoy the most complete protection and security for their com¬ 
merce, but subject always to the laws and statutes of the two countries 
respectively. 

This is, no doubt, the provision of the treaty with which our law is 
supposed to be at variance. 

Such general language as is here used has never been, nor can it be, 
justly nnderstocKl to deprive the contracting parties of the right to 
exclude, fhnu their respective territories, any class of persons who might 
,be burdensome to the public, or dangerous to the health, or to the peaces 
good order, and security of the community. Laws to provide against 
the ingress of persons labouring under contagious or infeojtious diseases, 
or coming from places where such diseases prevail, and laws for the 
exclusion of foreign paupers, and convicts, and persons of vicious cha* 
racter, are almost universal, and are not deemed inconsittent with the 
most liberal treaties of reciprocal commerce. Our law against the 
entrance of free persons of colour into the State fltUs strictly vrithin the 
principles of these exceptioni. Of tlie degree of necessity for the 
enactment of such laws, and their fitness for the purposes for which 
th^ are intended, each Government must judge for itself. In this, as 
in all other matters concerning the execution of treaties, the controoting 
parties are bound to the observance of good faith. If, under the pre« 
text of excluding a dangerous class of persons, one party should exclude 
a material portion of the subjects of the other, usually employed in 
commerce and navigation, so as seriously to obstruct or embairass the 
intercourse which the treaty was intended to sanction and secure, this 
would be a fraud upon the treaty, ^d might justly be complained of as 
such. But no 8U(^ objection can be made to the law in question. It 
is certainly very flu* from being unreasonable or suiprising that free 
persons of colour, coming from abroad into this State, f^ould be deemed 
a dangerous class of persons, and dealt with accor^ngly. And they 
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constitute so inconsi(leral>le u portion of the subjects of the British 
Em])ire that their exclusion car not occasion any serious inconvenience 
to the commerce carried on in British vessels with the ports of sucli 
South Carolina. Nor can it be said, with a due reganl to the proper 
sense the words, that x)ersous of tliis class, coming into our pr)rts<^in 
British vessels, are taken from under the protection of the British flag.' 
On the high seiis, which are common to all nations, and not subject to 
the jurisdiction of anyone, a sliip, and the persons on board of her, are 
under the protection of the nation to whicjh she behmgs, and the national 
flag is the emblem of this protecting jwwer. But there is no principle 
of international law which carries tlie authority of one nation repre¬ 
sented by its flag within the territorial limits of another. Foreign ships 
and their crew's, in the iwrts of South Carolina, are therefore not imder 
the protection of their own national flag, but subject t(;» the authority 
and under the protection of our laws. 

To so miMli of the c<jmm uni cations of her Majesty’s Consul as relate 
to the British West India Colonies, in pai'ticular, it is a suflicient 
answer that they are not embraced in the treaty wdth which our law' is 
supposed to conflict; for the ti'caty pt^nides only fv>r a reciprocal liberty 
of commerce “ Ijetweon the territories ol the United States of America 
and all the territories of her Britannic Majesty in Europe." 

The complaint that Uriiisli subjects of the class to which the law' in 
question relates are jmt upon a difterent fo(»ting fi'om jiersous of the 
.same class, rmtives and subjects of this State, is entirely without foun- 
<lation, anti could only Imve arisen from inattention to the provisions of 
the law. In truth, all free coloured })erson.s of the negro race, whether 
foreigners or natives, and w'hetlier they come in foreign or domestic 
vessels, are subjected to precisely tljc same rules; so that a free person 
of colour, born and brrmght up in this State, and only lately resident 
here, coming in a vessel owuetl by citizens of the State, would receive 
the same treatment as if he w'ere a native sulijertt of Great Britain, and 
come in a British vessel. 

If the jirevention of free ]}ersons of colour from entering into this 
State operates in any degree as an impedimcTit to the ctnnmerce of 
British vessels wdth oui* ports, it (ian j>nly be by very slightly diminish¬ 
ing the number of comj^etitora for employment in the service of such 
vessels, and thereby ])roportianally cniiancing the cost oi the service ; 
but as the same prohibition extends to all other vessels, its cftect must 
he the same upon our whole import and export trade. A thorough 
analysis would therefore probably show that the whole or nearly the 
whole of the burden, whatever it may be, is borne by ourselves; but, 
at all events, it cannot be questioned that wre Ijear at least an equal 
shore of it. 

The law w'liich we are invited to surrender was originally iutrexiuced 
aeon after the detection and suppression of an insurrectionary movement, 
devised and set on foot by a^ee negro who had been' for some time in 
the habit of leaving the State, and I'etuming to it at pleasure, and 
whose frequent cvcursimis were j)rovcd to be connected with his bloody 
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'lesigtw. Tlio law' lias exLstetl for nearly thirty years, and during that 
Liniii no ctunilar (juusjjiraoy has occurred. How lar it has contrihuted to 
this resiilt we cannot pretend to estimate. Hut we know that the 
experieneo of. our predecessors led tliein to ado])t it, and there is*cer- 
taiply nuUiiiig In our ex])ei'icuce to induce us to abandon it. a 
• * Ft was originally enacted and has hoon continued solely ana exclu¬ 
sively with a view to oiu* t>wn interxial good order and security, and 
without the I’cmotcst intention to trespass upon the rights or chstruet 
the coinnier(‘« of any other ])cople. If it has served in any degree to 
preserve the peace and welture of the Stjite, it is (iertainly oi‘ great 
ini}X)rtinirij to us, and ought not to he abamloiitsl on account of any 
slight inctinvonieiico it may occa.siou to otliers. Indeed, there is too 
much reason t<t ''- lieve that the murmurs and coinjdaints agaJust it, 
wdiidi conic to iis from aliruail, are prompted lunch less by incon¬ 
veniences actiiaTiy felt tlian liy a spirit of nnfrieiulliiiess t<i our social 
Older and iustitutions. The Clommittee are very far from intending to 
impute any such spirit to her JMajesty's (iovernment, or tJie geutlemau 
who i'e))rcsents them licre. Tlicy are, iindoubtidly, actuated by no 
otlier motive than an honuural)le zeal to watch over and protect the 
riglils of Tii'itish subjects, wherever they are supisised to be infringed. 
But it may be sjifely aasuined that such overtures as the one now under 
consideration are not made by the Executive Government, unless at the 
instance of otlicr persons bi^iight hi hear upon them tlirough tlie usual 
channels. And w'heu one member of the iiopular branch of tlic British 
Legislature is seen actively engaged in the wt)rk of exciting the people 
of some of the States with which we are politically connected against 
our property and social ordei’, it cannot be deemed extravagant or 
otFcusive to surmise that there may be individuals in tluit body quite 
capable of cndejivouriug to make tlie Government (»f their own country 
suiiseiwient to the sjime hostile designs. Nor is it at aU improlmble 
that such movements shoiyd be instigated and encouraged by our 
enemies on this side of the Atlantic. 

It is not now for the first time that the opinion of Mr. Wirt, while 
Attorney-General of the United States, cited by her Majesty’s Consul, 
has been brought to the vie^ of the Legislature. In 18:24^t was, 
with the corresjKmdeiice w hich led to it, communicated by Mr. John 
Quincy Adams, then Secretary of State, ^ the Governor of this State, 
who laid it before the Legislatiue; and they tlieu, after mature consi¬ 
deration, expressly dissented fiYim and repudiated it. That opinion# 
proceeds entirely upon the assumption Giat, by delegating to the 
Federal Government the powr'er to regulate commerce and to make 
treaties, the several States divested themselves of the right to exriude 
from their respective territories such persons as might laj deemed dan¬ 
gerous to the security and welfare of their )ieople. It apfiears to tiie 
Committee that such an interpretation of the federal compact is not 
demanded by its purposes nor justified its terms, and is utterly 
inconsistent wltli the safety and even the distinct sovereignty of the 
•State. 
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This view of the Constitation is strongly suppoi*ted by tlie opinion of 
the Chief Justice of the United States, judicially delivered, in a cause 
which received the fullest consideration, and expressed in the ibllowing 
unequivocal language: “1 think it very clear, both upon principle and 
the au%ority of adjudged cases, that the several States have a right 
to remove firam among their people, and to prevent from entering the 
State, any person, or class or description of persons, whom it may deem 
dang^us or injurious to the interests and welfare of its citizens; and 
that the State has the exclusive right to determine, in its sound dis¬ 
cretion, whether the danger does or does not exist, fr^ from the control 
of the General Govenunent.” “ No treaty or Act of Congress has been 
produced, which gives, or attempts to give, to all aliens the right to 
land in a State.” I cannot believe that it was ever intended to vest 
in Congress, by the general words in relation to the regulation of com¬ 
merce, this overwhelming power over the States; for if ihe treaty stipu¬ 
lation before referred to can receive the construction given to it in the 
argument, and lias that commanding power claimed for it over the 
States, then the emancipated slaves of the West Indies liave at this 
hour the absolute right to reside in, hire houses, and traffic and trade 
throi^hout the Southern States, in spite of any State law to the C4>n- 
trary, inevitably producing the most serious discontent, and ultimately 
leading to the most painful consequences. It will hardly be said that 
such a power was granted to the General Government in tlie confidence 
that it would not be abused. The statesmen of that day were too wise 
and too well read in the lessons of history, and of their own times, to 
confer unnecessary authority under any such delumon. And I cannot 
imagine any power more unnecessary to the General Government, and 
at the same time more dangerous and full of peril to the States.” 

The Committee submit, for the consideration of the Senate, the 
following resolutions:— 

Resolved —^Tliat, in the opinion of this l^egislature, the law of this 
State to prevent free negroes and other peisons of colour from entering 
into the same, does not conflict with the treaty of commerce between 
Great Britain and the United States, nor with the Constitution of the 
United States, nor any law made in pursuance thereof. 

Resolved —That it is inexpedient to repeal or alter the said law. 

Resolved —That his Excellpnc^ the (Wernor be requested, in com¬ 
municating the foregoing resolutions to her Britannic Majesty's Govem- 
cnent, through her consul, to assure them tliat the law to which 
exception has been taken was passed and is maintained in no spirit 
of unfiriendliness to the Brirish nation, nor from any desire to em¬ 
barrass their commerce, or to offend their just pride, but because -it is 
deemed important to-ihe internal peace and security of the State; and 
also to assure them, in response to ^e intimation that our adherence 
to the obnoxious regulation may lead to heavier impositions upon the 
importarion of our products ^into the British dominions, that the people 
of this State are firmly attached to the principles of free-trade, and 
fully appreciate the pre-eminent importance of an unrestricted com- 
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merce with tlic subjectn of her Britaiuiic Majesty. But, higlily as th^ 
value this most important branch of tlieir trade, they value still more 
highly the exercise of their own untrammelled judgment in the selec* 
tion of the necessary and proper means for securing their own safety 
and welfare, not inconsistent with a due regard to the rights of others. 
*lf they are compelled to clioose between a commercial interest and an 
esa^tial attrilmte of independent sovereignty, they will unhesitatingly 
prefer the latter; and they believe that their choice will command ^e 
sympathy of the Government and people of Great Britain. 

A. Mazyce, Ohait'mani. 


Co)mtlaie, 

^ CJtarlestonf December 10/^, 1851. 

iSiR, —It became my duty during the last year, as the local func¬ 
tionary of 11.B. M’s Government recognised by tlie President for the 
States of North and South Carolina, to invite the friendly consideration 
of your Excellency, and of the Legislature, to tlie State enactments 
respecting free persons of colour arriving in tlie poiis of South Caru' 
lina, which were found to be seriously injurious to Britisli commerce, 
and to affect, in a high degree, the liberies of a class of H.B.M.’s 
subjects. 

The Select Committee to whom the matter was referred by the Legis¬ 
lature (consisting, I believe, of the Honourable Messrs. Masyck, Porter, 
and Townsend, of the Senate, and of the Hon. Messrs. Mitchell, Head, 
McCready, Memminger, Middleton, Heywtvrd, Cruiksliank, Blum, 
and Manigault, of the House of Assembly), are, I am well aware, 
resiionsible soldif to tlieir constituents for their views ; but a “Report,” 
with certain proposed resolutions, from the three first named genllemeu 
to the Senate, having appeared in the* public prints, I trust 1 may be 
permitted, without impmpriuty, to offer to your Excellency and the 
Legislature a few observations upon a document os iidverse to my 
expectation as it is to the desire 1 have heard generally expressed. 

The first of these resolutions, proposed for the adoption of the Legis¬ 
lature, declares tbat the law^f ^nth Carolina “does not conflict witli 
the treaty of commerce between Great Britain and the United States, 
nor with the Constitution of the United States, nor any law made in 
pursuance thereof.” 

’ The State Law of 1835, now enforced against H.B.M.’s colouij^ 
subjects, at this port, is as follows :— 

An Act, more effect/aaUy to prevetU Free Neg^'o&t and cDier Pereove 
of CoUmr from eniei’ing iiUo thh State^ a/nd for other purpoees. 

I. Be it enacted by the Sena|e and House of Representalives, now 
met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority of the same, 
Tliat feom and after the passing of thi| Act, it shall not be lawful for 
any free negro or person of colour to migrate into this State, or be 
brought, or introduced into its limits, under any pretext whatever, by 



366 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

' land or by water; and in case any free negro or person of colour (not 
being a seaman on board any vessel amviiig in this State) shall 
migrate into, or be introduced into this State, contrary to thl^ Act, it 
shaU and may be lawful for any white i)erson to seize and convey him 
or her before any magistrate of the district'or parish, where he or She 
may be taken ; and it shall be the duty of the sheriff or constable iA 
the parish or district in which the said entry shall l>e made, and o^^thc 
city marslials in the City of Charleston, should the entry be made in 
Charleston, ujjon infonnation of the migration or introdiiction of any 
such free negro or person of colour, to arrest and bring before some 
magistrate of the di^rict or parish, where the sjiid free negro or pennon 
of colour shall be taken, Avhicli magistrate is, by this Act, emj>owered 
to commit to prison, or at his discretion to Jiold to ImuI, such free negro 
or person of colour, and to summon three fi-oeJio!dcrs, ai^il form a Court 
as the law directs for the trial f»f iiersons of ctdour, and cxajrdno such 
free negro or i)crson of colour, within six days after his or her amst, 
and, on conviction, to order him or her to leave the St/ito, and t-o 
commit such free negro or person of ctjlour so convicted to close prison, 
until such time as ho <*r she can leave the State, or to release him 
or her, on sufficient bail, for any time not exceeding fifteen days, at 
the discretion of tlie magistrate. An<l eveiy fi'ee negro or person ol 
ccjlour so bailed, and oi-dered to leave the State, as aforesaid, who 
shall not have left the Sbite, within the time for which he or she shall 
have been release<l •)»! Imil, or who having left the State, after conviction 
as aforesaid, shall return into the same, shall be arrested anri corn* 
mitted to close prison as aforesaid, and upon pixiof before a (xmi-t, to 
1)6 constituted as tliis Act directs, of his or her having failed to leave 
the State as aforesaid, or «»f his or hei* having returned into the State 
after having left the State as afoi'esaid, ke or »he be ^abject to 
stieh, corporeal jmni^hmeut, cw the mid cowrt, in their discrdion>j skiUi 
think fit to ordtr. And if, after sentence «i>r punishment, such free 
negro or person of cfdour shall still remain in the State longer than the 
time allowed, or, having left the State, shall thereafter return to the 
same, upon proof and conviction thereof, before a court, to be con¬ 
stituted as hereinbefore directed, he or t she shall he sold ai‘j^lic 
s(th as a dave^ an<l the proceeds of such sale shall be appropriated 
and applied, one-half thereof <to the use of the State, and the other 
half to the use of the informer. 

• Sro. n. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
it shall not be lawful for any free negro or person of colour to come 
into this State, on board of any vessel, as a cook, steward, or mariner, 
or in any other employment on board such vessel; and, in case any 
vessel shall arrive in any port or harbour of this State, iirom any other 
State or foreign port, having on bofrd any free negro or person of 
ehlour, employed on board such vessel as a cook, steward, or mariner, 
or in any other employment,, it shall be the dnty of the sheriff of the 
district in which such port or harbonr is situated immediately on the 
arrival of such vessel to apprehend such free negro or person of oolonr 
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iuj arriviug, cuutrary to tliit) Act, aud to confine Idm or lier cloHely in 
jail, until aucli vessel shaiil be hauled off fi-om the wliarf and ready to 
proceed )to sea. And that, when saiil vessel is residy to sail, the 
captain of the Mtid vessel shall be bound to carry auay the soi^ free 
ne|;ro or x>ers«m of colour, .and tti pay the expenses of his or her 
^letcntion. Ami in evei-y such wise, it shall be the duty of the sheriff, 
aforesaid, iiiunediaiely on the apprehension of any fi-ec negro or person 
of cblour, to cause said captain to enter into :i recoguisan<;e, with good 
and sufficient security, in the sum of one thousand doHars for each free < 
negro ^> 1 * slave so brought oj introduced into this State, that he will 
comply witli the reiiuisitious of this Act; aud that, on liis neglect, 
refusal, or inability to do the same, he shall be comiielled by tlie sheriff, 
.aforesaid, to Imul ^.‘lid vessel into the stream, one hundred yards distant 
from the shore, Mt<i muain until said vessel shall proceed to sea. Aud 
if said vessel sfjoli not be Imuled oil' from the shore as aforesaid, on the 
order of the slieritf, aforesaid, within twenty-four hours after the said 
order, tJic eaptaiii or eoniuiaiidiug officer of said vessel shall be 
indicte«l theirfore, and, on conviction, forfeit and pay one thousand 
dollars, ami .suffer imprisonment imt exeoetUng six months. 

Skc. ITT. And be it further emu'ted by the .autluirity aforesaid, That, 
wlieuever any tree negro or person of colour shall !)e aj;>prehended and 
committed to jail, as liaviug anaved in any vessel, in the capacity of 
cook, steward, mariner, or otherwise, contrary to this Act, it sliall be 
the ilnty of tlie sheriff, dniang the confinement in jail of such fifce negro 
or person f»f colour, to call upo:. some justice of the peace or (piornm, 
to ■warn sui-h live negro or person <if colour never to enter the said 
Stiite, after lie or she shall lifive departed tlicrcfrom, and such justice ol' 
tlie peace or (luoruin shall, at the time of waiuiug sucl^freo negro or 
person of colour, insert his or her imme in a book, to be pi-ovided for 
that pur 2 »osc by the sheriff, .and sluill therein .siwcify Ids or her age, 
occupation, height, and distinguishing marks, which book shall be good 
and sufficient evidence of such wniming. And sjiid book sliftll be a public 
record, aud be subject aud oxicii to the examinutiou of all persons who 
may make application to the clerk of the Court of General Sessions, in 
whose office it shall be deiiositcd. And such justice sliall receive the 
sum of two doll.ars, payable Wy the captain of the vessel in whicli said 
negro or 2 >ei-son of colour shall be introduced into this State, for the 
services rendered in making sucli entrf". And every free negro or 
person of colour who shall not dejiai-t the State, in case of the captain 
refusing or neglecting to c.arry him or her away, or, liaving deiwrted, 
shall ever again enter into the limits of this State, by land or water, 
after having been warned .os aforesaid, shall he dealt with as the first 
section of this Act directs^ in rtgard to persons of colour who shall 
migrate or be brought into this State. 

Tlie amendment passed in 1S44 declares that no jiersons apjirehended 
under the Act shall be entitled to the writ*of hal/eas coipus. 

In 1815, a commeicial treaty was passed between tlie United States 
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and Great Britain, in renewal of the Treaty of 1794, commonly known 
as “Jay’s Treaty,” the first article of which'is in these wortls— 

“ There shall be between the territories of the United Stat^^s and of 
his Britannic Majesty in Europe a recipn>cal liberty of commerce.” 

“The inhabitants of the two countries respectively shall have lib^'ty 
freely and securely to come with their sliips and cargoes to all suck 
places, ports, and rivers, in the territories aforesaid, to which o^her 
foreigners are permitted to come, to enter the same, and to remain and 
resi(k in parts of tlie said territories respectively; also, to liire and 
occupy houses and warehouses for the purposes of their commerce. 
And, generally, the mercliants and traders of each nation, respectively, 
»h<dl enjoy the most complete protection amd security for their com¬ 
merce ; but subject always to the laws and statutes of the two countries.” 

The difference between the language of this article and that used in 
Jay’s Treaty consists in the substitution of the word '^nation” for one 
less clearly expressing that the paragraph applied ** yeneraUf' 
to each nation—^in any part of the world. 

The view taken in the “Rejwrt” of this Treaty, that H.B.M.’s 
subjects out of Europe were without protection under federal law, 
would then, I apprehend, be easily proved to be erroneous, were it 
necessary to do so ; but the Committee have strangely overlooked the 
fact tliat^ in pursuance of powers reserved, the commercial privileges 
(restricted under the treaty to vessels from Europe) were specifically 
extended to tlie British West Indies, by Act of Congress, of the 29th 
of May, 1830, and by the consequent proclamation of the President, on 
the 5th of October of that year. 

The Constitution of the United States reads thus - 

“This Copstitiition and tlie Iuavs of the United States which shall 
be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which shall 
be made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme law of the land ; and tlie judges in eveiy State shall be 
boimd thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any State to 
the contrary notwi^standing.” 

'‘The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the mem¬ 
bers of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial 
oflicers, both of the United States and^of the several States, ^all be 
bound by oath or afiSrmation to support this Constitution.” 

Tlie 9th Section, Art. 1, states— 

“The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not l>e sus¬ 
pended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety 
requires it.” 

And the 8th dause expressly provides that “ Congress shall hare 
pow&‘ to regulate commerce loi^ foreign nations and among the • 
several States.** 

It will not, I conclude, be disptited that the Act of Congress of 
August, 1842, especially confirms to the masters and mariners of 
British vessels arriving in bhe jiorts of the United States, under tho 
certified “ sanction** of the British Government and customs’ officers, 
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uni .in'CHtod M hen claiiiiiD^ the privilejj;t'n of u treaty, uhieli if it be 
of «ioiibbfnl import, ninat be decided b> the laws of nations, the writ 
of habenJtt covpwi. 

Nor can T iniaginc that it will be coriUmded tliat the seizure^of a 
cotenred British subject on the entrance into p»)i-t of the vessel in which 
fie is servinjE', anil liis transfer t(» jail, at the risk of corporeal punish- 
nieat, or of being sold as a slave, should lie be recognised as having 
previously l^een in this port, is not a violation of a treaty which 
guuranto^ to British subjeots tlie riglit “to c<inae freely and securely! 
with their ships ami cargi»cs/’ and under which it is indisputable that 
up to a certain year jjaraons of this class lauded without hiudi'ance. 

The commeice of the West Imlies with Southem jiorts of the United 
States is \in wini. i especially) of groat importance t<j those Islands, 
wJioiv the fctat^ -tf the ]s>pulatiou ami the nature <»f the climate pre- 
clmle the ciuplojnient of any c«»iisidcvable number of white mariners. 
Tile injury to their oonunerce and tlio serious oft’oet upon their pro¬ 
vision markets, by a law which takes from the master of the vessel a 
portion ol' his ])aid and articled labourers, and forces bim t*‘ employ 
others (while, he has t«i uiaiiitJiin his own in jail) at a c,ousidei'a)»le cost, 
is undeniable. 

Your Excellency ami the Legislature will perceive that a bond fide 
and seriuu.s imj)ediment to Bntish commerce is caused by the present 
.stjite of tlic law, which 1 canintt, therefore, but bohl to be at variance 
w'itli the treaties, laws, and Constitution <.>f the United States. 

I regret that the Committet' of the Senate should have extended to 
iny words respecting the eoucuiTence of h«\s of a police or municipal 
nature with treaties a meaning beyond my intent, and whicli they 
hai'tj reliitc*! wdth somewhat unusual strcngtli. I w'a» not unaw'arc 
•>f }i danse in tlie very law under discussion forbidding the return to 
this State (*f free negroes, and I referred to that class who were, 
resident wttfun the State. • 

In support of my views upon these topics, it would lie facile to quote 
the fii'st legal authorities of all eoiistitutioual countries. Tlie judicial' 
02 nni<in of an eminent South Carolina judge, Mr. Justice Johnson, 
upon these laws of the State,^ust bo known to many members of the 
Legislature, nor will the clear official opinion of Mr. Calhoun, tliat 
** it cannot he pretended that the riyhts^fjuaranieed by treaty heticem 
two independent po^vertt may be abridged or modified by the municipal 
regulationtt of one of the. paHies^ 'icithout and ayaimt the consent e^f 
the oiha\" and that such a position is so ■utterly uittenafle that It 
would he needless to dwell upon it,’' he without due weight. 

Mr. Justice Grier, 1 find, ju^cially states, “the United States 
have made treaties and have regulattxl our intercourse with foreign 
nations, prescribing its conditions^’' “No single State, therefore, 
the iKiwer to chaise them.” 

Mr. Justice McLean, in Uie same caee« rules, “ a conemrent power 
to regulate commerce is an anomaly not foiuid in the Constitution.” 

Commerce includes in its meaning navigation and intercourse. ’ 

2 B 
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“Except to giKird its citizens Mfrainst diseases and paupers, ihe 
municipal powei-s of a Stjite caimut jirolnbit tljc introduction of 
foreigners brought in the country under the authority of ttie Con- 
gressr” 

The clistinguished legal niunes of Oliief Justices Marshall, of Jus¬ 
tice Story, Justice Wayne, and others, might, I find, he further ad-* 
dneed in su]»port of these views. ,« 

I cannot, upon looking hi the context, concur in the extreme menii- 
Ping assigneil by the (Jommittee to tlie language of the emificnt Chief 
Justice of the T’^nitcd States. If^ indeed, that meaning wei’c the correct 
one, the legal cciiirae would have been the exclusion of all the parties 
alluded to, and not their confinement in jail—with the possibility of 
ulterior licavy {X^nalties. Beticeen the necessart/ InminejtH of a vmriner 
in party and Intt residence in the interior of the countrty <m n denizm 
thereof, there in a icide dijfercnce ; and iny opinion of the Chief Justice’s- 
views is strengthened by his judicial opinion in his own name, and in 
that (jf the three bnither justices in a recent case. 

“ All tlie powers that regidate our foreign <-omincroe are conlidcd to 
the <Tcncral liovcviiment, where an authority is granted hi the Union, 
to which a similar authority in the States would he ahsolnt-ely and 
totally contradictory and rcjiugnant; then the antJiority to the Federal 
(lovernment is necessiirily exclusive, and ihe sjimo i)ower cjiniiot be 
constitutionally exercised hy the States.” 

I cannot hut hold, sir, that it is the duty of .a coiinti-y to protect, by 
iuleciuate laws, and by a vigilant magistracy and coiistalmhiry, its in¬ 
stitutions, and not by a system »)f exclusion. The wide difference of 


religions and yiolitical opinions, and the natural tendency of thetleuizens 
of one country hi disseminate their conscieiitions views in nnotlier, may 
at the present time justify the Governments of souio c*iuntrics in 
believing the transit or residence of the denizens <if otlicr lauds to be 


dangerous to their institutions ; but fiuhlict opinion would ultimately 
prove too powerf'ul for any Government that (excejit in time of war 
or in.suvrcction) resorted to a phin of exclusion, instcail of one of 
vigilance. 

The reference made by the Committet of tlie Senate to the share 
Iwrne by the State, in any commercial loss from the existing laws, I do 
not quite comprcliend, unless allusion be intended h> the undoubted 
transfer of a paiii of the West Indian trade to Wilmmgton, where an 
enlightened policy is not found dangerous to existing institutions, bat 
conducive to commercial prosperity. 

The second resolution jiruposed to the adoption of the Legislature is : 

“ That it is inexpedient to alter or repeal the said law.” 

If it we're conceded thed circmivdanceit could sanction the auihoritij 
claimed hy the Committee over the r^phts of trecd-ies, and the comnierec 
of nations, it appears to me {and I assure mysdf that your Excellency 
and ihe Legislature will concur with me) that every endeavour should 
be made, every mode cheerfully tried, to carry out the laws in their 
spirit, in the tvay the least offensive or detrimental to others* 
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Theic aie, I lielieve, many plans hy wliich tlie present laws on this 
.«iihject might bo modified, without in any degree impairing their elii- 
oiency.* The nutjf/fUtlion, auLonff othei'n, -inade somcmontlui sulci', in a 
tcailintj jotiruid nf this State, that coloured persons should be rtsn'iclal 
It*!heir vessels, €ji:ccfiting "when engaged in loading or vnloading, under 
*a police passport or ticket, on the iduirfs, appeared to meet ivith 
ajj^yoffation, even from those who most strongly upheld the lucmdty of 
stringent ouictnpinfs. 

Tlie (Jofniuitfee >loe.s no more than justice to lier Britaiiiiic Majesty’s* 
(Tovemmeut, and to me individually, iii believing in the total absence 
of any desire bj interfere in tbe estal»lished institutions of tlie State ; but, 
while I feel oeitaiii of the eonsoioiitious adoption of their extreme 
opinions on tliis s<r< jeoi, 1 sliall not, i believe, s^tid alone, in regretting, 
in the Iwst in^er -'s of Houth Carolina, a course on their part which, if 
acceded to by the Legislature, must lead to the immediate consideration 
of her Majesty’s (loveniment of ulterior measures, and must strongly 
influence public opinion in both countries. 

The conduct or language of individuals, wholly unconnected with 
tlie fcsjHinsible govemmeut of a country, should not, I think, be per¬ 
mitted to enter iub.) official or legislative communications ; at the same 
time, tlie ixissibility of .adverse intentions would seem to point out to 
true p:itriotism the prudence of endcavouriug to remove the standing 
ground of attack. 

1 am bimud, sir, to t pudiafo the f‘la.ssification (iuieiTed by the 
language <*f the Committee) of her Majesty’s coloured subjects, many 
of whom fill, with credit, the p'sitimis of members of the Legishiture 
and magistracy in the llritish colonics, with a ekss whom all nations 
deem tlieinsclvcs to be entitled to guard against. • 

The third resolutiun tendered to the Legislature appears to me, in 
its tiiTit juirt, wholly at variance with the foregoing one. 

The recipient of, not th* ogenl in inflicting an injury is the judge 
of its nature and extent; and I cannot but view the coloured hiw of 
South (,'arolina, in its present mode of enforcement, as most offensive 
towards (h'cat Britain, and contrasting greatly Avith her liberal com¬ 
mercial policy. • 

Under these circumstances, I entertain the sincere hope that the 
Legislature Avill not act upon the resolutions propose<l to it, but feeling 
the importiince of the case, and its pressing necessity, Avill not seiianite 
without passing some adetpiatc amendment to a law which 1 sincerely 
lielicve to be not only nugatory for its object, but liable from its working 
to increase the danger which it was intended to counteract. 

My cones]»on8euce with your Excellency (apparently misunderstood in 
some quarters) was, 1 believe, the most correct, as it v as the most 
co\irteous course, by bringing, sis ^uly authorised, in the first instance^ 
the reclamsitions of British Bubjects against the enactments of tlie State 
before tbe local Legislature. It will be (j^ply gratifying to me to find 
my view's on this subject AvajT;iuted by the result. 
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By the permission of your highly cmineut fellow ciilzeu, Mr. Petigru, 
I beg to inclose his legal opinion upon the cohmretl laws of South 
Carolina. n 

With sentiments of high consideration, 

I have the honour to be, ' « 

Youi- Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

CfEoitUE Mathew. > 


OPINION. 

As the Treaty of July, 1815, is tlie supreme law' of the land, the 
Acts in question are unconstitutional in case they are inconsistent with 
the due i)erformance of tlie obligations of that treaty. The part of the 
treaty stijiuhitious with which those Acts are supposed to conflict is that 
which guarantees k) the inhabitants of eacli country liberty of entering 
the ports of the otl>er with their sliips and cjirgoes, the privilege of 
I'esiding, without reference to the purpose of residence, of hiring houses 
for the purpose of trade, and enjoying the full protection of conimwce. 
It cannot be denied that tlie Acts in question intericre with the light 
of entering the ports of South Carolina, for they render it highly ])cual 
to do 8t», unless tlie crew of the vessel come within a certain qualiii- 
cation. But the question is, whether such a qualification is not within 
the meaning of tlie express exception, or proviso, tliat the privileges 
conferred by the treaty shall be subject to the laws iuid statutes of the 
two countries respectively ? It must be conceded that the laws tuid 
statutes of the State arc compi’eheuded under, and have the benefit of 
this proviso. But this docs not solve tlie difiiculty. The State luis aU 
the pow’er over the .subject wliich a sovereign could have, and which is 
consistent with the obligation of the treaty ; but whethei' a sovereign 
can, of right, make regulations, iuconiflsteut*'Witl) treaty stiimlations, 
is the real question. 

If that question be considered, in a legal point of view, the answer 
must lie in the negative. A treaty is a contract; and there can bo no 
sucli thing as a right, in a contraifling perty, to violate his contract. 
But, by l^e Constitution of the United States, a treaty is not only a 
contract, but the supreme law.. The Government may put an end to 
a treaty; but during a continuance of a treaty it has no right, by an 
A?t of Congress, to do Avbat the treaty forbids. This is not to be 
understood of public or political rights without exception ; for many 
and very important questions may arise under a treaty of which courts 
of justice can take notice. But when a case does afte lor asserting 
a claim secured by a treaty, no court of justice can recognise such 
a thing as a right to violate the obligations of a treaty—at least, no 
court which sits under the authority of the Constitution of the United 
States. Nor cui there he, fmy where, a doubt as to the princiide, 
which is well expressed in ^r. Calhoun’s note to Mr. Shannon, of 
20th June, 1844 : ** It cammt he pretended that the righte guaramieed 



Ci^RRESPONDENOB. 




I 



h)i tmifi/ hetux-m fivo Ivtdapmdent jmnen miff be abridged or itiodi- 
jied bi/ th^ mnniripal reytdatiom of nve of the parties^ withovt a/nd 
ayainM the mmnit of the other. Such apoitiiio$i is so utterly untenable, 
that if vwidd be needless to dwell on it^ [Senate DociuncntH, 28 Con. 
2ii(l Sess., i)fi"e 2:i.] If'the injured party fails (if obtaining redi'essj in 
such a case, it is not because the right can be called in ciuestion, but 
ft»i;the want ot an adequate tribuTial to administer the remedy, (^ongress^ 
then, ran not hy leicisbition, impiir or destroy rights secured by n tretity. 

Tint, if it is not { ompetent foi- Congress to do away rights accpiired 
under a treaty, no reas(»Q exists why a State should claim that jjower. 
Such rights artj not to be impaired by mimici23al legislation, either on 
the part of (’ongress or of the States; and it only remains to inquire 
whether the f of 18'‘{5 docs infringe the prori.shms of the treaty, 
in respect tjj 1' iti‘di vessels. It cannot be denied that before the 
pst-ssage of the Act of 1822 a British ship, with a coloured crew, liad 
a right to enter the ports of this Sfcitc ; and that tlie master of the 
vessel was entitled to the benefit of the services of his crew in loading 
and unloading his cargo ; and the crew' themselx cs w'cre protected from 
jwiy* violence to tlieiv liberty. By that and the snbs(i(piont Acts their 
situation is materially changed f()r the worse. Tlic interference with 
the employment of the crew has sometimes l)een defended by imalogy 
tf» quarantine i-egiilatioiis. In a (’(uirt of justice, such an argument 
could not be heard. Treaties always suppose the oxistcntie of quarantine 
regulations, and never mean +» interfere with them. There is no 
analogy betw'ccn .such a case and that of new' regulations, or regulations 
of a different matter, interfering with the express })rovjsions of a treaty. 

Neither can interference with the obligations of the ti'caty be justi¬ 
fied, in a court of justice, on the grouml of necessity ; tfor the necessity 
which will excuse in a court of jnsthje a strict iierfonuauce of acxmtnud 
must 1)6 a necessity of wdiich the court tain judge ; but of the necessity 
of this law nobody enm jndgb excej)! those who passed it. And if 
those who passed the Act claim an authority to interfere wdth rights 
held under treaty stipulations, whenever the public good may, in their 
opinion, require it, the claim would amount to that evasion of all the 
obligations of a treaty so justly condemned in Mr. Calhoun’s letter to 
Mr. Slianijon. 

On tlie other hand, for the judges V) assume the i)rovince of deter¬ 
mining wl en necessity anthorisc.s a State to counteract a trcjity would 
1)0 to usurp the functions of the Legislature, and to review their dis¬ 
cretion. The Legislature have either an absolute authority over the 
subject, or tl^ have none. We Imve seen that tlu'y have not an abso¬ 
lute authorit* and, of course, they have none at all inconsistent with 
the fair exposition of the obligations of the treaty. 

The validity of the Act of 1885 will tlien depend on the terms of the 
treaty, and it wdll be valid if there is no iucomiattibility between them. 
But the discrepancy between them is ol^iouH ; and if the Act be tried 
by this, which is the only legal test, it must fall. This riuestiou w’as 
considered and decided so long ago as 1823, by Mr. Justice Johnson, of 
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the Rupremc Court of the Uuiteil States, who hehl the A.et of 1 S‘22— 
which comes ujitler the same head with the Act of 1835—uncuiistitu- 
tioual aud void. I regret that I could not obtain a eoyiy of the Cpinion 
deliveued by him, wdiicli might have enabled me to present the matter 
under a better or more able view of the subject. At least, I have tl»e 
satisfaction of being sustained by his opinion, and am not aAvare of any ' 
opposing .authority in laying down, as I do, that the Act of 1835 i'H 
contr.n’y to tlie rights secured to British ve.ssels by the Treaty «'f 1815, 
and i'' so far null and void. 

(Signed) J. L. Petioku. 


Fi'otu the Charleston Southern Standard, Deeeniber lb, 1851. 

REPORT. 

Her BritanuU: Majesty's Consul cumphilns that, by the existing law 
of th;s Stjite, a class of her Britannic Maje.sty’s subjects (negroes ami 
I^eiTsous of colour), entering the ])orts of South Carolina, in trading 
vessels, or in case.s of distrass, are Laken from the ])rotoctioii of tlie 
Briti.sli flag aud impri.soue(l in the couiniDn jail iiutil the iiiomeut of the 
ship’s departure. He insists that tlii.s is in cuutraventiun of treaty 
.stipulatiou.s and the law' (jf nations, aud that tliis law' is A'oid under the 
Constitution of the United States, which provides that ‘treaties n^de 
under the authority of the United States shall be the supreme law of 
the land.” He also insists that this law is iujurious to the interests of 
her Britannic Dlajesty's subjects in general, hut more c.spccially those 
of her We.st India Colonics, ''to who.se small but numerous vessels, 
necessarily manned by mixed and cliiefly ctdoured crews, the ports of 
North and Stmth Carolina, respectively, ^re nure enj)ecially suited, and 
at all seasons accessible add intimates that, while a substitution of 
any more i)n>tecting basis of commercial intercour.se for the present 
treaty would be at varianc.e with the wishes of her BritJinnic Majesty’s 
(Government, such substitution may be exf^cted, unless a perfettt reci¬ 
procity in its advantages in the unrestricted trade of her Britannic 
Majesty'£| West India (lulouics ifith all parts of the United States be 
admitted, aud recounts the advantages we may lose in such an event. 

law complained of has been in existence for near thirty years, 
under different Acts of the Ueneral Assembly, during all which time our 
courts, both State and Federal, have been open to all affected by it who 
might wish to put it to the test of a judicial decision. ^ tliat whole 
period, although the then Attomey-Heneral of the United States, almost 
immediately after its first enactment, h^d given the opinion referred to 
in tlie Second communication of her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, but one 
attempt lias been made to prex^re .such a decision. That attempt was 
made by n Biitish subject; and altliough it failed from fatal excej)- 
tions taken to the proces.s employed, it elicited a discussion which 
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illuniinated the whole subject, and iu the following year (1824), when 
the opinion of Mr. Attomey-Gieneral Wirt was submitted to the Legis¬ 
lature ^f the State, it was disallowed, and its conclusions denied after 
respectful ei)usideration. Ever since that time ol)edieucc to the«provi- 
btouh f>f the law has been invariably and firmly exacted from all, of 
* every State and nation, entering our ports, without another challenge 
b*? j iidiciai investigation. 

The- dirccl. course of communication with our Statu GoA'ernment, 
adoptcii 'by her Britannic Majesty’s government through her Consul 
here, which has attracU'd so large a share of public attention iu all 
parts of the Union, while it is proffered and should be cordially ac¬ 
cepted as a fnrtlier proof of the consideration and goodwill of her 
Britannic Majesty'.- Government towards Amtli Carolina,” is only to be 
explained an^j ju.'^tified by (ami of itself impoi-ts) the recognition of the 
absolute power of the State over the whole subject of complaint. If a 
law obnoxious to a fiireign nation in amity with the Uniteil States lie 
within the reach of the treaty-making power, tiie Executive Dei)artment 
of the Federal Government is the ile]jository of that power, and should 
be invoked, as It alone is the proper organ for response. But where 
such law is beyond the reach of the treaty-making pow-er, and within 
the executive control of a particular State, there the foreign power may 
aj^ply directly to the State itself, wliich, with the con.seiit of Congress,” 
may, under express ])rovi.sion of tho (kmstitutioii of the United States, 

enter u])on agreement or comp.*ct” ujsm the subject, witli such foreign 
power. Tilt* consent of Congi-ess is not required to authorise negotiation 
in such case. Negotiation must iirecede agreement or compact, and 
may result in nothing; but if it lead the foreign jiower and the Sbite 
to terms of compact, miitnally acce|)table, then thab compact u]h)u those 
terms must be submitted to (Congress, and by Congress assented to and 
made bimliug and complete, or, it disap])rove(l, made null and void. 
But when a State is invited to^uch negotiation, she stands on tho same 
footing as any independent nation, free to choose and of full power and 
authority tn grant or to withhold ; and tlie power that invites would 
seem to admit her lawful jurisdiction over the whole subject of nego¬ 
tiation under her responsibility as a State. The want of accurate know¬ 
ledge of the division of power Ijetwecn the State and Federal Governments 
would generally lead (and where such Jcnuwledge is possessed courtesy 
might incline) a foreign nation seeking some change in the law of a 
particular State. to make application in the first instance to tlie Exacu- 
tire of the United States. In the case under consideration, altliongli 
not stated in either of the communications of her Britannic Majesty’s 
'Consul, ft is understood that this course was pursued, and her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government was referred to tho Government of tliis State— 
a reference in strict accordances with the Constitution, respectful to the 
State, and, doubtless, prompted by a desire on the part of the President 
to preserve the amity which has now i|p long and so happily subsisted 
between the two countries, but only explicable, and therefore should 
directly hare conveyed to her Britazuuc Majesty’s Government, and to 
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her ’Britannic Mu,iC8ty'H Cdnsul. too, the inost^ unqualifiwl reco^ition of 
the constitutionality of the law. The objection to its validity is, under 
all these circumsbjuices, very extTaor<linju\y, an<i should be nbCndoned 
or refered to the judj^es of tlie land, many of wluon have already spoken 
with authority upon the principle involved. ' • 

The existing treaty between Great Britain and tho United St;iteswas* 
mafle several years after the ]«issage of our first Act of Assembly on this 
subject. The original Convention, made in 181.'), was limited to the 
perioil of four yeans from its date. In 1818 its provisions were extended 
to a 2 )eriod of ten years, by the 4th Article of tho Convention, made 
in that year, lietween the two nations. In -1827 another Convention 
was ma(le. by which the pi'ovisious of the Convention of 1815 were 
extended indefinitely, subject to .nbrogation by either jiarty upm giving 
twelve months’ notice of intention to annul it. It is this^lasi Treaty ol 
1827 only which confers on British subjects any privileges in our ports. 
At its da.te our Act had been in forci* for nearly five years : had been 
constantly enforced <luring all that time ; a British subject had ques¬ 
tioned it before a fedenil tribunal ; the njunion of tin: Attorney-General 
of the United States liad been expressed, and our (xenenil Assembly 
had declared the dissent of the State from that opinion, and her deter¬ 
mination to maintain the law. Under these circumstances the Conven¬ 
tion of 1827 w.'is entered into, with fiill knowlcilge of our intention to 
continue tliis law in force ; and there cannot now b<“ any just cause of 
complaint. 

As to her Britannic Majesty’s "West India subjects, they never liad 
any rights under the treaty, from the date, of the first Convention up 
to the present time. The first article of the Convention of 181.5 pi’O- 
vides for a reciprocjil treaty of commerce only, between “the territories 
of the Unitefl States of America and all the territories of her 
Britannic Majesty in Eut'ojie and the second article, which provides 
for no higher or other duties on the prorfactioiw of each country than on 
those of other foreign nations, concludes with tlie express stipulation 
that “the intercourte between the United .States and her Britannic 
Majesty’s ]HisHessions in the West Indies and on the Continent of North 
America should not be affected by any of tj>e provisions of tliat article, 
but each party should remain in the complete possession of its rights, 
with respect to such interconr^.” In 1823, for tho first time, was 
any lawful direct trade allowecl between the United States and the 
W§st Indies, wlien an' Act of Congress was passe^l, opening our ports to 
the West Indies, in acceptance of an offer made by an Act of Parliament 
of Srd Geo, IV. to open certain ports in the West Indies to our vessels. 
The only rights her Britannic Majesty’s West India subjects are now 
or ever have been entitled to claim in our ports is, therefore, under the 
Act of Congress, and not under the treaty. Twenty years before that 
Act (in 1803), our Legislature had enacted that “no negro or other 
per*K>n of colour, whether hfj>ude<l or free, shonhl be imported or 
ibmugbt into this State, or the same, from the Bahama or West 
India Islandsand our Act of 1822 hod been passed before our porte 
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were opened to the West India trade. To yield our Act fur the benefit 
(*f the British West Indies would be to abandon a long settled policy of 
the Stsie, and your Committee cannot recommend it. Nothing could 
be more dangerous and annoying than t<» give access, without restiiction 
‘tat all soiisons,’’ to their “small but numerous vessels, necessarily 
•manned by mixed and cliiefly coloured crews,” many of which have 
b^i probably but recently emancipated. Such a anirse wouhl tend 
rather.to mutual .suspicion, irritation, vexation, ainl dispute, than to 
StrengtliCii the bonds of frieudshii). 

There is but one feature in our law wliij*h can. In juiy vieAv, be 
considered hai'sb, and tif that her Britannic Majesty’s (Government 
should be last bj complain. The provisions of our present A<-t extuul 
alike to vt'ssols dnvon upon our shores or into our ports, by storms or 
accidents at sea. nn t<t trafling vessels. Those ccjlouivd seamen who 
cojuc in tj-adiiig vo.s,scls come voluntarily, against mir expres,s pi'ohi- 
bition, wliicli they arc bouml to know and to respect. The (uily mode 
of preventing the rejictition of the offence is to subject the offenders to 
some degree of piiiiishmi’iit or inconvenience. Onr hiw does this in the 
mildest manner consistcuit with onr iwaco and quiet, hy iuiprisouiug the 
seaman os a necessary precaution t«) prevent his access to our slaves ; 
while tlie master of the vessel is at the expense of the seaman’s wages 
and inaiTiteuance, without the benefit of his services. The master ami 
tlic owner of the vessel are generally more to bliuue, because they 
ought to lie better infonued of *iie laws of tlie country to which tliey 
trade than the ignoi’ant so.-tman. But the vessel which seeks refnge in 
our harbours, from tin* |)ow’er of the tempest, or tbe dangers of the seas, 
is the object of Commiseration inthcr than of ctundemnation. If 
(KtRsible, we shouhl receive such a ves.sol which hail ni'v<*r coiitemj»hited 
so di.sastrous an abeiTation from her lawful voyjige with kindness and 
hospitiility, and give her aid, and leave herself and hw crew in her 
distress to the exclusivewlaw §f her flag. But (Great Britain cannot 
affirm tliat such is the law of nations, when she herself, enlightened 
and potent as she is, has constantly refused to mlmit the principle int'O 
her code. In ISJJfi, the brig Entcrprinc sailed from the District of 
Columbia for one of the porfe of this Sttite (Charleston), l^ith slaves on 
board. She was on a law'ful voyage, with regular paf)ers, but was, un¬ 
happily, forced by stress of weatlicj* into J’ort Ilainilton, Bermuda Island, 
where the negroes on bojml were forcibly seized and detained by the local 
authorities. The owners of the Tiegroes, after applying in vain to^he 
local authorities for their surrender, made application to the Fedei’al 
(Government for redress; but, after a long negotiation, the British 
(Government refused to make any compensjitiuii, on the gi'ound that 
their local law, emancipating slaves, justified the sei^re of the 
property of our fellow-i'itizens. ^ Even os late as 1842, when the laise 
of the Creole (a vessel c.arried into the port of Nassau by negroes who 
had.committed mutiny and murder) was the subject of correspondence 
between onr Secretary of State; an^ the British Minister, Lonl 
Ashburton, declined to make a distinct recognition of the rule whicK 
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liad been unanimonsly agreed to in the Senate of the L'uited States, 
that the flag should protect a vessel driven liy stress of weather into a 
friendly port against tlie interference of the local antliorities ^’itli the 
relatV^ns of the persons on board. 

Your Committee, nevertheless, while insisting that, even in cases 
whore Britisli vessels ai*c driven intt> our ijorts by stress of wcatlier,* 
her Britannic Majesty’s Goveniment cannot, witli any justice, c^ui 
at our hands the recognition of such a rule of the law of nations, would 
recommend that our law Ite made to conform to the opinion of the 
United States Senate, adopted at the suggestion of our own ilistin- 
guished and lamented statesman. 

Your Committee do not perceive the necessity of confining the coloured 
seamen taken out of ships coming into our ports in the common jail. 
The object is certainly not so much to punish as to warn and seclude 
such i>ersous fnnn our coloured jjopulation ; and your Committee would 
therefore recommend that some arrangement to that end should be 
made by the Sheritf and Commissioners of Public Buildings of the 
district in which our pf)rts are sitmited. 

Your Committee beg leave to submit tlie following resolutions :— 

Itesolred —That, in the opinion of this Legislature, the law of the 
State to prevent free negroes and other persons of colour from entering 
into the same does not conflict with tlie treaty of commerce betwtfon 
Great Britain and the United States, nor with the Ounstitutiou .of the 
United States, nor any law made in pursuance thereof. 

Resolved —Tliat it is proper so to amend our law as to exempt froin 
its operation vessels driven into our ports by stress of weather, or 
other unforeseen accident, provided the colouml seamen on hoard 
stru^ly confine^ themselves within such vessel, under tlieir owm flag. 

Resolved —That it is expcilient that some arrangement sh<»iild lie made 
by the Sheriff and tlie Commissinners of Public Buildings, in those 
districts wiiercin our seaports are situated, )^liereby coloured seamen, 
taken out of vessels coming intt> our ports, shall 1^ kept apart from 
the prisoners in oar jails. 

Resolved —That his Excellency tlie Governor be requested, in com¬ 
municating the foregoing resolutions to Jier Britannic Majesty’s Gi*)- 
verument, through lier consul, to assure them that the law to whicli 
exception lias Yieen taken, was^passed and is maiutainod in no spirit of 
unfriendliness to the British nation, nor from any desire to embarras.s 
tljpir commerce, or to offend their just pride, but because it is deemed 
imjiortant to the internal peace and security of the State; and also to 
assure them, in response to tlie intimation that our adlierence to tlie 
obnoxious regulation may lead to heavier impositions upon the im¬ 
portation of our products into the British dominions, that the peo]>le 
of this State are firmly attached to the principles of free-trade, and 
fully appreciate the pre-eminent im}^rtance of an unrestricted com¬ 
merce with the. subject of her Britannic Majesty. But, highly as they 
value this most important bmneh of their trade, they value still more 
highly the exercise of their own nntnumraelled judgment in the 
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selection of tiio necessary an<l proper means for securing their o\ru 
safety and weliare, not inconsistent witli a due regard to thc''riglit8 of 
others, t If they arc compelled to choose between a commercial interest 
and an essential atlnbnte of indei)endent sovereignty, they wiU un- 
hesitfitingly pi-efer tlie lattei'; and tliey believe that iJieir choice will 
Command the approbation and syiiipatliy of tlie Government and people 
of lotreat Kritaiii. i 

Rei^olred— Tlwit tlic law slionhl be amended as indicated in the jn-c- 
oeding re^iort, ami the sec<jnd and third resolutions above, and a Bill 
for tlnit piiri»i>se is berev/ith submitted!. 

Kpwauij McCkeady, in btJtalf of the Comuiiffce. 


From theCJiiirlcston Alerciirt/, Thursday, Dec. 18 , 1851 . 

Our Legislature adjourned on Tuesday. In this morning’s issue will 
be found a letter from our Columbian correspondent cuutaining the lut 
of Acts passed during the Session, and tlie resolution of thanks aflopted 
by the House of Ile])reseiitativcs to iiieir Speaker, the Hon. James 
Simons, and his reply tlici’eto. 

From the Cidumbla Carolinian and Td-eyrajih we Icam tliat on 
Tuesday, in tlie House of Representatives, in the progress of refioii®, 
the (Joiumittee on Coloured ro])nlation, to whom had been refen'ed tlie 
Governor’s message transmitting a communication from the British 
Consul, made the folloAvhig repui-t■ 

The Committee on Coloured Population, to whom was referred a 
niesf-age of his Excellency the Governor, with accompanying documents, 

reifort - 

“Tliat they haA'e examined the communication ti*ansmitted byhii^ 
Excellency, and recehed \jy liii* Iroin her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, 
and they find that it refers to a subject treated of in a former cum* 
municatiou from the same fuactionaiy. That this matter was at that 
time referred to a Special Committee in this^ Houso^ which had made a 
report accompanied by a Billj all of whicli Avas before tliis House for 
its coiibiderutiuii. 

** The present communication consists |br tlie moot part of such argu¬ 
ments and considerations as it would seem ought^ ui the opinion of the 
Avriter, to induce a modification of our law, together with couimeq^ 
on the report and resolutions submitted on tlie co-ordinate branch of 
the Legislature. In this connexion your Committee cannot suppress 
an expression of surprise at tlie course her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
has tlius thought proper to pursue in addressing to tlie Executive of 
the State arguments and comments upon proceedings still iiending 
before the Legislature. They delm it quite unnecessary to m^e any 
remarks upon the tone or possible purpose of such a course, or enter 
upon an examination of the view's and* arguments contained in 
commuiiicatioji. The AA'hole matter referred has already receh'ed full 
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consideration at the hands of a Special Committee of tlie House, and 
your Committee would therefore ask to lie discharged, and would 
recommend to the House an iiidelinite postponement of the dtcuments 
refesred to them. “ Respectfully sulnnitted, 

“J. HarlestonRkat), Jr., Gkairmati'i 

Mr. Ayer submitted the following resolutions :— ^ 

Resolved —That his Excellency the Covemor be, and be is lid'reby 
requested to receive no furtlier or other communication whatever from 
the British Cousid, George B. Mathew, Esq. 

Resolved —That his Excellency the Governor be, and he is Imreby 
requested strictly, promptly, and effectually to enforce, whenever 
occasion may require, the provisions of the Act of the Legislature, 
entitled, “ An Act to provide for the punishment «»f Pei-sous disturbing 
the peace of this State in relation to Sbives and Free Persfms of (Colour,” 
passed on the 18th day of December, 1844. 

Mr. Ayer advocated the resolutions at some lengUi. Mr. J. Izard 
Middleton, Mr. Read, Mr. Turi-e, and Mr. Mcmuiinger expressefl their 
dissent to the resolutions. 

Mr. Torre moved to lay the resolutions i»f Mr. Ayer on the tiible, 
which was carried. 

The report of the Committee on Colouretl Population was tlien 
agreed to. 

Mr. McCready called uj> the rey>oi't of the Special Committee on the 
same subject, which after some discussion, and the rejection of tlie last 
resolution reporting a Rill to amend the law, was adopted. 

. AN ACT, 

To provide fo" the punishment of Persons disturbing the Peace of this 
State, in relation to Slaves an^LFree Persotts of Colour. 

t 

(Referred to in the KeBolutiona of Mr. Ayer.) 

I. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, now 
met and sitting in GenereJ Assembly, and by the authority of the 
same, That any j^eraon or i)er8ons who slvdl, on his, her, or their own 
behalf, or under colour, or in virtue of any commission or authority 
from any State or public authority of any State iu this Union, f)r of 
any foreign power, come within the limits of this State, for the purpose, 
dtb with intent to-disturb, counteract, or hinder the operation of such 
laws and regulati«)nH as have been or shall be made by the public 
authorities of this State, in relation to slaves or free persons of colour 
such i>er 3 on or jiersona shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanour, 
and shall be committed for trial to the common jail of the district, by 
anyone of Hie Judges of the Coiuts Law or Equity, or the Recorder 
of the City of Charleston, unless admitted to bail by the said judge or 
reconler; and upon convidyon thereof, by any court of competent 
jurisdierion, riiall lie sentenced to banishment from the State, and to 
such fiDe^an4‘ imprisonment as may l»e deemed fitting, by the court 
which liihll have tried such offence. 



cojCrespondence. 


38r 


IT. That any pcrnon witliiii this State ^^ hu sliall at any time accei>t 
any commissiun ui* authority ti-oin any State or ijuhlic autlioiity of any 
State iu^his Union, or t'roni any foreign power in relation to slaves or 
free persons of eolonr, and who shall commit any overt act with intent 
totflisturb the peace or security of this State, or with intent to disturb, 
•ounturact, or hinder the o)X!ration of the laws or regulations of tlie 
public anthorities of this Statu, made or to be made in relation t<» 
slaves or free persons of colour, such person shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanour, and ujsm due conviction tliereof before any com* 
petent court shall 1^ sentenced to pajr, ibr the first offence, a fine not 
exceeding one tliousand dollars, and to be imijnsoued not exceeding 
one year; and for the second offence, he sliall be imprisoned for seven 
yeai’H, and pay a line of not less than one thonsand dol1ai*s, or be 
}>anishcrl from the State, as the court shall see fit. 

III. That ifie governor for the tijiie being shall require any person 
or poTStms, \\ ho sliall or may have come witliin the limits of tliis Stote, 
on hi.s, her, or their own bclialf, or under colour, or in virtue of any 
commission or authority from any State or public authority of any 
State in this ITitioii, or from any foreign power, having relation to the 
laws or regulations of this State on the subject of slaves or free persons 
of colour, t(» depart from the limits of this State uithiu forty-eight 
hours after such notice, and such person shall thereupon be l>ouud to 
depait; and in case of his neg1e(*t or refusal so to depart, as aforesaid, 
the said person shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanour, and 
sliall l>e committed by the same authority hereiuliefore stated, for trial, 
to the common jail of tlie J.istrict, unleas admitted to liail as herein¬ 
before stated; and, upon due couvictioii before any court of competent 
jurisdiction, shall lie sentenced to be banished from the,State, and to 
.such fine and imprisonment the court shall think ex[)edient. 

IV. That any person who shall be convicted a second or subsequenU- 
time under the provisioi\^ of file first or third seetious of tliis Act, 
shall be imprisoned fol a term not less than seven years, and shall pay 
a fine not loss than one thousand dollars, and shall, in addition thereto, 
be banished from the State. 

V. That it shall be the di^y of the sheriff of the district to see that 
any sentence of banishment be duly executed, aud tihat the offender be 
sent without the limits of the State ^ and in case any person so 
banished shall return within this State (unless by unavoidable acci¬ 
dent), the sheriff of the district where he may be found shall hgjd 
him in close confinement under the original sentence, until such 
offender shall enter into recognisances before the derk of the court, 
with sufficient sureties to comply with the terms of the said sentence, 
and for ever to remain within the limits of this State. 

In the Senate House, the eighteenth day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand dghlf hundred and ffirty-four, and in the 
Bixty>ninth year of the sovereignty and independence of the United 
States of America. * 

Angus Pattebson, Prmdemi of the Senate. 

W. P^ CoiiCOOK, Speaker of the Home, of Bfimeentatwe». 
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II.B.M's Consulate of N. (iiid S. CaroliiMi, 
Chai‘fe.t*o,i, Jan. li, 1852. 

Sij,—I liave the honour to acknowledge your Excellency’s letter of 
the IStli lilt., notifying the transimssion of xay cumniuiiiciition of (he 
10th t<i the Legislature. « 

The daily jKijiers liave subseijnently nuulcknown to me tlic “llepo/'t” 
of the Select Committee to the House of Representatives, the ado]'tion 
of the “Reports” and “Resolutions” presented to tiieui* hy both 
branches of the Legislature, and'the indefinite jiostponemeut of tlie 
matter. 

The ensuing ]>rocccdings respecting my communication, and ivith 
regard to me in my official cajNicity, re<piire no comment at my hands. 

While no personal (Considerations will ever deter me fi-om the uidie- 
sitatiug performance of ray duties (of which I know, aud' have no wish 
to outstrip, the limits), I trust alv/ays to avoid giving just ground of 
offence, by tone or nuiuuer. 

For my acts, 1 am, 1 believe, legally amenable to the courts of the 
United States, and to these exclusively. 

I need scarcely remark to your Excellency that the time whou the 
.subject of the coloured laws, mooted by my brief correspond nice of 
last session, Ava.s “ under discussion,” when advei’sc resolutions had 
been offered, and wlicu legislation was “pending,” presented an oppor¬ 
tunity Ifte most njiprojn'iatc^ and the iiifjst consonant to maife and 
etiquette, for submitting the arguments 1 judged most likely to conduce 
to the amendment of the enactmeuts to which it had been my duty to 
invite attention. 

In now addressing jonr Excellency, I am desirous of noticing briefly 
one or two points in tlie reports of the Select Committee, aud of giving, 
.^itli your permission, publicity to my remarks, as the sole way open 
to me of removing a very erroneous iiipression of the extent of tlic 
demand made, and of the nature of the course tiikeu, on this occasion. 

I apprehend tliat it was competent to her Majesty’.s (Jovemment, 
cither to pre-ss their just rechimations upon the authorities at Washing¬ 
ton, to dmect legal steals ouHhe matter there or here, or to authorise 
a representation by the British local func^onary) against a law affect¬ 
ing the privileged commerce, and the liberties of Britisli subjects, in a 
part of his consular district, to"the authorities &om whom it emanated, 
a^ to tike sncli ulterior steps by legal or federal appeal, or by reta- 
lif^ry measures, in the event of non-success, as tliey might think fit. 

The prescribed duties of a British Consul have been correctly quoted, 
as follows:— 

“In the event of any attempt being made to injure British snbjeots, 
either in their persons or property, he will uphold their rightful inte¬ 
rests and privileges secured to Lhertt hy treaty, hy dm represeiUation 
in the proper official qim'ters;" and, “ if redress camiot be obtained 
from, the local administratioA, or if the matter of comxila^ut he not 
within their jurisdiction, the consul will a^iply to the Coiisul-Ceueral 
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or to H.JI.’s Miiiistcr, if there be no Coiisul-Gcueral in the connliy 
■where J»e resiiles.” 

1 iiistmotioiis of a precisely similar natiire are given to the 

<'on.suls (if the Uiiitwl States. • 

•The choice, then, of tlic last-nanied course, -whicli involved no con¬ 
nexion with the question of the jiosition of a State of tliis Union, with 
U'jijjrd to “compacts” or “negotiations” -with a foreign jxiwer, evi- 
denctd^ 1 conceive, under the existing circumstances, marked senti¬ 
ments of* consideration for the Federal Government and for the State, 
■which the result has not shown to Jiave been reciprocated by liie latter. 

The pointed moderation of Grefit iiritain, in waiting from year to 
year, an the revords of this ojficc awpfy prove, from the good faith, the 
friendly sentiv'cnts, and the wiser policy of South Carolina, tlie volun¬ 
tary alteration of her laws, merited, it will he conceded, from a State 
so largely hiiietited hy the liberal liasis of British commerce, higher 
.'ipprecialion, and shonhl not have been mode the subject of taimt. 

It Avould be inferred from the language of the “lleports” tliat a 
demand had been made upon tlie State to “suiTemler” and to “yield,” 
v'jt tuto, the laws respecting free persons of colour; i)ut my letter of 
tlie 10th specifically points out (without prejudice to the full rights 
of Great Britain) an amendment suggested hy tlie press (restricting 
coloured persons to their vessels, except w'hen under a police-})ass on 
shore, and requiring bond from tlie masters f(»r their good conduct and 
departure), by Avliich the chief ground of national offence, and of com¬ 
mercial injury and injustice, Avould luive been removed, without pos- 
sibfr (lauf/er to the pence of the State. 

In 184;^, ill pursuance of a “message” from (iovemor Hammond, 
a Bill iiixni a similar basis wtis brought in by Mr. Huni^ Chairman of 
the Committee on Federal Kelations, who is stated to have ably ad¬ 
vocated it, and w'us siqiported “energetically” by Mr. MemmingerT** 
who is rci>orte(l to have ^expoied tlie insufficiency df the Act of 1835 
to accomplish the object intended.” This BUI was carried in the 
House bif w) less than 88 to 32, hut was unfortimately defeated in 
the Senate. . 

Judge O’Neill, in his rei^ntly published digest of the nogro law of 
iSoutli Carolina^ states— 

“The 1st, 2ud, Srd, and 5tli sections of the Act of 1835 are to my 
mind of so questionable a policy, tliat I should bo disposed to repeal 
Giem. They carry with them so many elements of discord ■with 
sister States, and foreign nations, that unless they are of paramount 
necessity, Avliich I have never believed, we should at once strike them 
out. 1 am afraid, too, there are many grave constitutional objections 
to them in whole or in part.” 

To the opinions already quote^ of Mr. Galhoim, and of Mr. Justice 
Johnson, might be added many others; but it is sufficient to have shown 
to your Excellency that the reclamatitms recently mode, in an nn- 
feigiied tone of goodwill and courtesy (ana so differently responded to), 
might have been satisffictorily met by a measure which one of the 
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ablent Guvernora of South (Jaroliua, and two-thirds of the House of 
RepresentotiTes believed would tend to .stren|^hcn, not to iiQimir, the 
real elhciency of the law, and which conceded than thp most 
eminetit jurists of the State deemed just and wi;^. 

It is vesry difficult, under these circumstaue'es, to avoid being iis- 
pressed by the idea that some ulterior object or concealed cause luusJ^ 
Imve influenced a result so hostile to Great Rritain, which my (%- 
tended communication with members of the Legislature, and the 
opinions I have heard generally expressed, led me tf) cxpeH would 
have proved entirely diflerent. 

Witli a population of nearly 9000 free persons of colom-, and with 
tlie constant transit of travellers from other States and wnmtries, it 
cannot 1>e imagined that any slave in this city or State is uninformed 
of the existence of negro freedom, or of the geograpliical limits of 
slavery, nor do I doubt from your Excellency’s benevolent and wise 
view’s that you will concur in the opinion that it is by kindness and 
by security against ill-treatment, and not by evidently futile attempts 
to peri)etuat6 ignorance, that the bondsman may be found resigned to 
the stote in which Providence has placed him. 

I have had, on the other hand, op])ortui]ities of knowing lunv much 
Ill-w'ill, and what deep irritation, is caused among the white part of a 
crew’, whose coloured memi)eni have been carried to a prison, and who 
are consequently assisted by slave-labour, at 'great cost, in unloading 
and loading their vessels. 

Repudiating, then, as I do, os wholly unworthy of credit, and as of 
suicidal policy, the allegation that the owners of wharf and dock 
labourers have attempted to exert an influence in this mutter—repu¬ 
diating, too, tlm insinuation that it was feared to concede to some w’hat 
it was wished not to grant to others, I am at a loss to understand 
the aim of tliose who would desire to maintain laws (were there legality 
even admitted), which not only are shoi'n in^dieir pre.sent shape to be 
unnecessBiy, bat which will eventually he productive of the very danger 
they are demgned to preclude. 

On Satarday, and ay am on this very day^ the spectacle has been 
exhibited in the Greets of\!hmieai<yn of fmiffendiny BHtish seamen 
taken forcibly fi'om the protection of the flag of their cowniryy a/nd 
marched along to a jail! ^ 

Your Excellency may believe me that exhibitionB of this nature, 
it possible to suppose their continuance, will not tend to the benefit 
or to tiie honour of this State. 

I abstain from commenting upon the great and evident advantage 
that the virtual admission that laws so offensive and so repugnant are 
needful to the maintenance of the institutions of South Carolina, must 
gd'^e to the opponents of those institutions. 

I entertain^ the hope, sir, that this sultject would be treated as one 
of a friendly consideration and concession, more than as a question of 
disputed law, or litigated rights; but I find that the Select Committee 
have chosen to meet it solely upon tiiis bams, and the Legislature, by 
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jitilslug the reports and the resolutioils annexed to them, have hecSlmie 

parties to tlie views and statements conveyed by them. 

The ‘‘Report” and It&iolutious” passed by the Senate ure based 
ui)on liie alleged support of an opinion of Gliief Justice Taney, of the 
Supreme Court of tl^ United .States. Ihe Report adopt^,(with 
similar resolutions) the House states that any question of tlie 
<ilfalidity of the law '^ithouid be abandoned or referred to the judges 
of the lajtdy mann of whom have already sjyoien with aiUhonty upon 
tlii prhmple involved'^ 

I fiiih fiu*, sir, from doing the members of the Legislature the gross 
injustice of doubting but tliat they w'onld therefore^ indiudnally and 
collectively, be guided by the law of the United Sta^, to wiich they 
have chosen to I'efer, shoiild the subject, in accordance with their desire, 
be brought under its cognisance, and that they would in every way faci¬ 
litate a full ond S}ieedy hearing of the actiwl legal point at issue, before 
the high trib'tmal to which they have alluded. 

The question ()f tlie privileges, under the treaty, of coloured Britisli 
subjects arriving from Europe would seem to be conceded in the 
“lEteport” to the Senate, except upon the gi'ound that in their case no 
real commercial impediment arose ; iVir it admits that, if the effect of the 
law was such “aa seriously to obstruct or embarrass the intercourse 
which the treaty was intended to sanction and secure, this would he a 
fraud upon the treaty, and it might justly be complained of as sudh.^' 

I cannot assent to the principle tliat either a country, or a component 
part of a conntiy, is thus entitled to a one-sided intei'pretation. of the 
plain words of a treaty wit\ another party, or to be the judge of what 
is, or what is not, of emlmTassinent or obstruction to other nations. 

The “serious obstruction” to the trade from the West Indies is not 
denied: but the claim of her Britannic Majcsty’ij subjects in those 
Islands to protection against such obstructions, under the treaty, and 
under the laws and (.Constitution of the United States, appears to hayi;;^ 
escaped the notice of the Select Committee. If it exists, the illegality 
and injustice of the ^iw must, on their enen showing, be admitted by 
the Committee and Legislature. 

Unless the last clause of the first ai-ticle of the tr^ty, quoteil in my 
letter of the lOth, viz., “ And generally tjfe mei'chtnts and traders of 
each noAion respectively shfUl enjoy the most complete ptvtection and 
security for their commerce,''^ can be proved to be Compatible witli the 
imprisoiunent of .the master and crew of a trading vessel, and unless it 
can be maintained tliat the proclamation of the President of the Umt^ 
States, of October 5th, 1830, declaring that the ports of the UidiM 
States are “open ” to British vessels from all ports of entry in the West 
Indies, from the Bahamas, and the Bermudas, and that “ they shall be 
admitted with their cargoes, subject to no other or higher duty of ton¬ 
nage, or impost, or any charge of any description whatever, thim would 
be levied on vessels ,of the UnitSd States,” is not grossly violated by a 
law which directs the imprisonment and, under certaia drcumstances. 
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the'^e ait Auction, as slaves, of tlfe niarinera (who are often owners l^ii 
shares) of the vessel and cargo ao ordered to be freely admitted^ it will. 
be <dear that her Britannic Ma,}esty's West Indlfin subjects are e<^aally 
shielded, both by the treaty, by tlie laws of tlie United States, by 
the Ci^stitution, whicli vecfto in tlie Federal GoY^ruinent the exdiuitve 
power of regulating commercial intercourse. • ^ ' • 

If each State of this Union could legally, under tlie plea of indices 
r^ulations, neutralise any part of a treaty, the Constitution of tl^^ 
country, which declares that a treaty shaU lie tlie sujireuie law .of tte 
land,” would become a mere name, without meaning or |)ower,*and tlie 
United St^s would be rendered incapable of euterlug ink* any treaties 
of commerce, or of alliance with foreign nations. The State tliat this 
year obstructs commerce with the West Indies might next year pass 
an Act against the admission of emigrants from Ureat Britain, Ireland, 
or Germany. 

Imiiediments, indeed, have already been attempted to b‘e placed on 
Irish emigration ; and it will probably not lie uiiknMuii to your 
Excellency tlmt the Supreme Court of the United States luis recently, 
upon the words of the treaty with Great Biitaiii, declared null and 
void tlie Acts of two States of tlie Union, imposing a tax u|)on emigi'ants, 
althougli to be used for unobjectionable puriKises. 

If, indeed, this anomalous laiwer were vested in the separate States of 
the Union, its exercise in the present instance should have been by 
total exclusion from **entry,” and not by any^ offensive penalties wlien 
entered, and exceiitions sliould liave been made in regard to vessels in 
distr&‘<s ; for I api>eal without hesitation to your Excellency, if laws 
whlcli consign a mariner wrecked u|ion this coast t>j a oomuion jail 
among maleihcturs are not repugnant to humanity and civilisation ? 

But that emment and lamented statesiuau, Mr. Caliioun, whose 
official opinion has, even on a point of the law of natimi!., proved in ' 
■Jhis case powerless with the L^slature of his native State, has 
empkatioaUif declared that no such potper, rariance with treaty 
stipulations, can exist. * 

The Committee, in their Bejiort, have (uuinientionnlly, 1 feel assured) 
fiiUen into a grave en‘or, and have founded upon it an argument of 
weight. % 

No “local, law” of the Bermudas, unpiittioipated in by the whole 
British Empire, could have been alleged in 1885 against a demand 
ffir the restunatiou or value of ^American slaves, stat^ to Imve been 
lan^ in that year'from a vessel in distress. 

Irio lu^rial- Act of Abolition decimals that, “ on and after the Ist 
day of August, 1884, slavery shall be, and is hereby, utterly and fot 
oyer abolished, and dedared wnlawfid throughout fhe British* ooloniec, 
plantaitioiBH, and possessions abroad. 

'Jn the case'of the Creole, the vessel was taken possession of and 
Dastored to the owners ; but the British^law not acknowledging slavery, 
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thf autboritiee coi^ power to porsae and give ap^e 

slaves, who had all gained the shore. 

Th(^law of Jamaica, ^ the Bermudas, or of any other ooufirtry uhSer 
tlie British Crowi^ cawmty witii regard to foreign nations, vary from 
tht‘ la't of England. The law of the British Empire, and the law of 
yie Unif^d Stotcif, are ihc laws referred to in the treaty, as the *‘laws 
Ig^ad statutes of Uie two countries respecUvely.” 

I ma^' add here that Chief Justice Taney's legal opinion wrill be 
fiJUiid/wi record, wOioti Attfuney-CreneKil (on the 6th December, 1831), 
intiKmi«g to a British proprietor of a slave that the treaty between 
the two nations did nut give him a right to demand the reflation of 
his slave &um the United States. 

^he counter-point, tlicrefore, attempted to be urged, of the freedom 
oi’ American slaves on Britisli territory, is wholly alien to the question. 

Witli regiud to a furiUer statement in the Import to the House, I 
may obsei \ # that, until the passing of the law complained of, free 
coloured persons notoriously came without himlrance in British vessds 
to the State, and in several instances settled therein; ami .so far from 
the British Government having official notice in 1827 of the intended 
continuance of the law, it hud been communicated to them from the 


j>roper federal authority tliat tlie law was *‘null and void," for being 
against the treaties, law^s, and Constitution of the United States. 

I venture to entertain no doubt of your Excellency’s enlightened and 
l)er8unal sentiments on this subject ; and I have now', I believe, hud 
])roof hefoi'e you that in the opinion of many of the citizens of the 
State, tiie most distingui hed for talent and patriotism, the present 
law's affecting a class of H.B.M.'s subjects entering the ports of this 
State for legitimate commerce arc illt^, impolitie^ and unnecessary. 
Tliere is yet, sir, another cause, which must insure t^eir abrogation : 
it is that public opinion, tliroughout the United States —in the SotUh 
ae in the North —^is evidently opposed to them. . 

Look, sir, at the present ^state of the civilised world under t&e 
influence of this greatest human power—^look at the future of tins 
great country, whose progress, under Ann and ^se guidance, can 
only be retarded by unworthy jealousies of other Datious, or by sneh 
acts as tiiese, and judge whether a systjPm of legislation, whioh, at 
best, but serves to show' th^desire of avoiding, to injury of others, 
the due trouble and cost of an effective police against disturbers of the 
peace, can or ought to be maintained. * 

A nation must, at all risks, in the present day^ enforce her treaty 
wltliin her boundaries, or she justly incurs a lasting moral fidl inf^o 
esteem of civilisation. 


1 have full faitli in tlie Gbvemment of the United States to carr^' 
out, with the univereal mpport of the wmtry^ the stipulations of thmr 
treaties with foreign nations, in tiieir integrity, and to enfbrce equally in 
all pi^ of the Union the lairs and institution of the land. But 
jicmiit me, sir, to hold fast to the hope that the Legialature^ and the 
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of tins State (the Bentiments of the ihajorit^St whom 1 do nwt 
concttve to accord witli thie veronptoiy and hostile'^i'^ection of th*^ 
repieBentavfons mude by Gimt Britain), wilL on more inaturcuoi>n- 
ftideration, unite in condemCoaA’on of the existin^kw. ^ . 



t I have tlie Honour to be, m ‘ 

With every Heiitiment of personal conKukva^Loii, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

(teorok Mathew. 


MEMORANDUM. 

It ui^iiearB that shoitly after the above corresfiondenue a Glusgkov 
vessel wits brought into Charleston in a sinking state, on her return 
voyage from Jamaica, and was broken up. One of her crqjy, u man o!' 
colour (Manuel Fereha), was immediately placed iu jail. The British 
Consul immediately sued tor a habeas corpus iu the courts of the 
State, but lus application was rejected, lie then appeale<l to the 
higher court, penebug which on attempt was made by the Sheriff <>1 
Charleston to diip Pereira off, with the obvious probable result of thun 
ending any legal steps: tlie necessary steps for carrying on the suit 
having been taken, and due notice thereof liaviug been given to tlj( 
Attorney-General of South Carolina, the man was sent to New York. 

A second case, in a vessel ti'ading for provisions from the Bahamas, 
oheurred; and lx)th are lieing prosecuted with the view' of bringing 
the subject to the decision of the Supreme Court of the T^iiitctl States. 


aOVDONl 
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